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Introdui^ofy  Lefture.      page  13 

2  Luke  XX.  27 — 38. — Then  came  to  him  certain  of  the 

K  Sadducecs  (which  deny  that  there  is  any  refurrehion) 

y^  and  they  ajked  him^  fctying^  Majiery  Mofes  wrote  unto 

S    ■  us^  Jf^^y  Tnan^s  brother  die,  having  a  wife,  and  he  die 

Vi  without  children  J  that  his  brother  fl^outd  take  his  wife^ 

and  raife  up  feed  unto  his  brother.  There  were  there^ 
fore  feven  brethren  ;  and  thefirji  took  a  wife,  and  died 
without  children.  And  thefecond  took  her  to  wife,  kind 
be  died  childlefs*  And  the  third  took  her ;  and  in 
like  manner  the  feven  alfo :  and  they  left  no  children, 
jand  died.  Laji  of  all  the  woman  died  alfo.  There^ 
,  fore  in  the  refur region  whofe  wife  of  them  is  fhe  ?  for 
feven  had  her  to  wife.  And  fefusanfw€ring,faid  un- 
to  them.  The  children  of  this  world  marry,  and  are 
given  in  marriage.  But  they  which  fldall  be  accounted 
worthy  tQ  obtain  that  world,  and  the  refurredion  from 
the  dead,  neither  marry  nor  are  given  iti  marriage. 
Neither  can  they  die  any  more :  for  they  are  equal 
ufito  the  angels  ;  and  are  the  children  of  God,  being  the 
children  of  the  refurre£lion.  Now  that  the  dead  are 
'  raifed,  even  Mofes  fbewed  at  the  bvfh,  when  he  called 
the  Lord,  the  God  of  Abraham,  and  the  God  of  Jfaac, 
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and  the  God  ofjacoh*   For  he  is  not  a  God  of  the  deady 
but  of  the  living :  for  all  live  unto  him* 
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Hiftory  of  Mofes.  27 

Heb«  xi.  24 — 27. — By  faith  Mofes,  when  he  was  come 
to  years,  refufedto  he  called  the  Jon  of  Pharaoh^  s  daugh^ 
ter  ;  choofing  rather  to  ftcffer  affliSion  with  the  people 
of  God,  than  to  enjoy  the  pleafures  of  Jin  for  a  feafon. 
EJieeming  the  reproach  of  Chri/i  greater  riches  than  the 
treafures  of  Egypt :  for  he  bad  refped  unto  the  recom- 
penfe  of  the  reward*  By  faith  he  forfook  Egypt,  not 
fearing  the  wrath  of  the  king :  for  he  endured  as  feeing 
him  who  is  inviftble. 
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Exod.  iii.  13,  14. — And^  Mofes  faid  unto  God,  Behold, 
when  I  come  unto  the  children  of  Ifrael,  and  Jhall  fay 
unto  them.  The  God  of  your  fathers  hath  fent  me  unto 
you :  and  they  Jhall  fay  to  ?ne.  What  is  his  name?  What 
Jhall  I  fay  unto  them  ?  And  God  faid  unto  Mofes,  I  AM 
THAT  I  AM :  and  he  faid.  Thus  Jhalt  thou  fay  unt0 
the  children  of  Jfrael,  I  AM  hath  fent  me  unto  you* 
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Exod.  VI.  9. — And  Mofes  fpakefo  unto  the  children  of  If- 
rael :  but  they  hearkened,  not  unto  Mofes,  for  anguijh  of 
fpirit,  and  for  cruel  bondage. 
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^xod.  VI.  I . — T&en  the  Lord/aid  unto  Mofes ^  Nowjhalt 
thou  fee  what  I  will  do  to  Pharaoh :  for  with  ajtrong 
hand  Jhall  he  let  them  go,  and  with  afirong  handjhall 
he  drive  them  out  of  his  land. 

V 

LECTURE      VL 

Hiftory  of  Mofes.  77 

Exod.  X.  y.'-^And  Pharaoh^s  fervants  faid  unto  him. 
How  long  Jhall  this  man  be  a  fnare  unto  us  ?  Let  the 
men  go,  that  they  mayferve  the  Lord  their  God:  know^ 
eji  thou  not  yet  that  Egypt  is  dejiroyed  ? 
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Exod.  xii.  I — 3. — And  the  Lord  fpake  unto  Mofes  and 
Aaron  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  faying.  This  month^  Jhall 
be  unto  you  the  beginning  of  months :  it  Jhall  be  thejirjl 
month  of  the  year  to  you.  Speak  unto  all  the  congrega- 
tion of  Ifrael,  faying.  In  the  tenth  day  of  this  month 
they  Jhall  take  to  them  every  man  a  lamb,  according 
to  the  houfe  of  their  fathers,  a  lamb  for  an  houfe. 
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Hiftory  of  Mofes.  102 
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Exod.  xii.  26,  27.— yf«J  it  Jhall  come  to  pafs  when  your 
children  Jhall  fay  unto  you.  What  mean  you  by  this 
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fervice  ?  that  ye  Jhall  fay^  It  is  the  facrifice  of  the 
LorcTs  pajfover^  who  faffed  oner  the  houfes  of  the  chil" 
dren  of  Ifrael  in  Egypt  when  he  fmote  the  Egyptians ^ 
and  delivered  our  boufes*  And  the  people  bowed  the 
head  and  ijoorjhipped* 

P&I.  xcu  5 — %.'^TbouJhalt  net  be  afraid  for  the  terror 
by  night ;  nor  for  the  arrow  that  fiieth  by  day  ;  nor 

for  the  pejiilence  that,  walketh  in  darknefs  /  nor  for 
the  defiruSlion  that  wafleth  at  noon-day.     A  thoufand 

Jhall  fall  at  thy  Jide^  and  ten  thoufand .  at  thy  right 
hand.;  but  it  Jhall  not  come  nigh  thee*  Only  with 
t/mie  eyes  Jhalt  thou  b^ho/d^  and  fe§  tbi?  reward  of  the 
wicked* 
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Exod*  xiii.  ly^rrr^zi.-^And  it  came  to  pafs  when  Phara^ 
oh  had  let  the  people  go^  that  God  led  them  not  through 
the  way  of  the  land  of  the  PhiliJiines^  although  that 
was  near  ;  fhr  God  f aid ^  LeJi  peradventure  the  peo^ 
pie  repent  wh^n  they  fee  war^  q,nd  they  return  to  Egypt. 
But  God  led  the  people  about^  through  the  way  of  the 
wildernef^  of  the  Red  Sea*  And  the  children  of  Ifrael 
v)ent  up  barnejfed  out.  of  the  lana  of  Egypt.  And  Mo* 
fe^  took  the  bones  of  ^ofeph  'with  him :  for  he  hadjlrmt- 
ly  fworn  the  children  of  IfraeU  fayi^g^  ^^^  uQillfurely 
'  nnftt  you  /  and  ye  Jbqll  carry  up  my  bones  away  hence 
with  you.  And  they  took  their  journey  from  Succoth^ 
and  encamped  in  Etham,  in  the  edge  of  the  wildernefs. 
And  the  Lord  went  b^re  thcm^  by  day  in  a  pillar  of 
a  cloudy  to  lead  thern  the  way  ;  and  by  night  in  a  pillar 
of  fire ^  to  give  them  light  to  go  by  day  and  night.  He 
took  not  away  the  pillar  of  the  cloud  by  day^  nor  the 
pillar  of  fire  by  nighty  from  before  the  people. 
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£xod.  «iv.  a«5  a^.^^jind  M^^  jireuhed  cut  hh  hand 
over  thefea  ;  and  the  Lord  catted  thefea  fo  go  back 
by  a  Jif^fig  tq/i  mfid  all  that  nighty  and  made  the  fea 
dry  land^  and  the  waters  were  divided.  And  the  chil- 
dren of  Ifrael  xv^ii  into  the  midji  tf  the  fea  upon  the 
dry  ground ;  and  the  waters  were  a  wall  M»to  them 
^n  their  right-hand^  and  on  their  left. 
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£xod.  Kf.  I ,  %^^-^Then fang  Mofes  and  the  childrin  of 
Ifrael  thisfmg  unto  the  Lord^  and  fpate^  faying^  I  will 
jh^  unto  the  Lord^f4r  he  hath  triumphed  glorioufly :  the 
hmfe  and  his  rider  hath  he  thrown  into  thefea.  The 
Lsrd  is  myjirength  andfong^  and  be  is  become  myfaU 
vation  :  he  is  my  God,  and  I  will  prepare  him  an  babi" 
t4Ui9n  ;.  my  father* s  God^  cmd  I  will  eiadt  him. 
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Hiftory  of  Mofes.  1^5 

Exod.  XV.  23—27. — And  when  they  came  to  Marahj 
they  could  not  drink  of  the  waters  of  Mar  ah  ;  for  they 
were  bitter :  therefore  the  name  of  it  was  called  Mar  ah. 
And  the  people  murmured  agair^  Mofes^  faying^  What 
fball  we  drink  ?  And  be  cried  unto  the  Lord  ;  and  the 
Lordjhewed  him  a  tree^  whicb^  when  he  had  cafi  into 
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the  waters,  the  waters  were  madefweet :  there  he  made 
for  them  ajlatute  and  an  ordinance,  and  there  he  proved 
them,  and  /aid.  If  thou  wilt  diligently  hearken  to  the 
voice  of  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  wilt  do  that  which  is 
right  in  his  fight,  and  wilt  give  ear  to  his  commandments  y 
and  keep  all  hisjiatutes  ;  I  will  put  none,  ofthefe  difeafes 
upon  thee  which  I  have  brought  upon  the  Egyptians  : 
for  I  am  the  Lord  that  healeth  thee.  And  they  came  to 
Elim,where  were  twelve  wells  of  water,  and  three  f core 
and  ten  palm4rees  ;  and  they  encamped  there  by  the 
waters. 
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Hiftory  of  Mofes.  171 

Exod.  XVI.   11-^15. — And  the  Lord  fpake  unto  Mofes, 
faying,  I  have  heard  the  murmurings  of  the  children  of 
Ifrael :  fpeak  unto  them,faying,At  even  yejhall  eatfejh., 
and  in  the  morning  yejhall  be  filled  with  bread  :  and 
yejhall  know  that  I  am  the  Lord  your  God,     And  it 
came  to  pafs,  that  at  even  the  qvcails  came  up  and  cover- 
ed the  camp :  and  in  the  morning  the  dew  lay  round 
about  the  hofl.     And  when  the  dew  that  lay  was  gone 
up,  behold,  upon  the  face  of  the  wildernefs  there  lay  a 
fmall  round  thing,  as  fmall  as  the  hoarfrofi  on  the 
ground.     And  when  the  children  of  Ifrael  faw  it,  they 
faid  one  to  another.  It  is  manna :  for  they  wift  not  what 
it  was.     And  Mofes  faid  unto  them.  This  is  the  bread 
which  the  Lord  hath  given  you  to  eat. 
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Exod.  xvii.  I,  2 — 5,  6.— And  all  the  congregation  of 
the  children  of  Ifrael  journeyed  from  the  wildernefs  of 
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Sin,  after  their  journiesy  according  to  the  commandment 
cfthe  Lord,  and  pitched  in  Rephidim  :  and  there  was 
no  water  for.  the  people  to  drink.  Wherefore  the  people 
did  chide  with  Mofes^andfaid,  Give  us  water,  that  we 
may  drink.  And  Mofes  faid  unto  them.  Why  chide  you 
with  me?  Wherefore  do  ye  tempt  the  Lord?  And  the ^ 
Lord  faid  unto  Mofes,  Go  on  before  the  people,  and  take 
with  thee  of  the  elders  of  If  rail :  and  thy  rod,  where- 
with thoufmotefi  the  river,  ta^e  in  thine  hand,  and  go. 
Behold,  1  willjtdnd  before  thee  there  upon  the  rock  in 
Horeb  ;  and  thou  Jh alt  fmite  the  rock,  and  there  fhall 
come  water  out  of  it,  that  the  people  may  drinks  Arid 
Mofes  didfo  in  the  fight  of  the  elders  of  Ifra^L 
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Exod.  xvii.  i^^  1 3. — Then  came  Amalek,  and  fought  with 
Ifrael  in  Rephidim.  And  Mofes  faid  unto  Jojhua,  Choofe 
us  out  men,  and  go  out,  fight  with  Amalek  :  to-morrow 
1  will  ft  and  on  the  top  of  the  hill  with  the  rod  of  God  in 
mine  hand.  So  *Jofhua  did  as  Mofes  had  faid  to  him^ 
and  fought  with  Amalek  :  and  Mofes,  Aaron  and  Hur 
went  up  to  the  top  of  the  hill.  And  it  came  to  pafs,  when 
Mofes  held  up  his  hand^  that  Ifrael  prevailed ;  and 
when  he  let  down  his  hand,  Amalek  prevailed.  But 
Mofes* s  hands  were  heavy  ;  and  they  took  afione,  and 
put  it  under  him,  and  he  fat  thereon :  and  Aaron  and 
Hur  flayed  up  his  hands,  the  one  on  the  one  fide,  and 
the  other  on  the  other  fide  ;  and  his  hands  were  Jleady 
until  the  going  down  of  the  fun.  And  fofhua  difcom- 
fited  Amalek  and  his  people  with  the  edge  of  thefword* 
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Hiftory  of  Mofes*  an 

Exod.  xviii.  7 — 1 2. — And  Mo/es  went  ^ut  to  meet  his 
father-in-law^  and  did  obeiJanc€y  and  kiffisd  him  :  and 
they  afiied  each  other  (f  tJyeir  welfare  ;  and  they  came 
into  the  tent.  And  Mofes  told  his  father-in-law  all 
that  the  Lord  had  doite  unto  Pharao/y^  and  to  the  Egyp^ 
tiansyfor  IfrdfNfake^  and  all  the  travel  that  had  come 
upon  them  by  the  way^  and  how  the  Lord  delivered  them. 
Andfethro  rejoiced  for  all  the  goodnefs  which  the  Lord 
had  done  to  Ifrael ;  whom  he  had  delivered  out  of  the 
hand  of  the  Egyptians.  And  Jethrofaid^  Bleffed  be  the 
Lord  who  hath  delivered  you  out  of  the  hand  of  the 
Egyptians^  and  out  cfthe  hand  of  Pharaoh  ;  who  hath 
delivered  the  people  from  under  the  hand  of  the  Egyp^ 
tians.  Now  I  know  that  the  Lord  is  greater  than  all 
gods  :  for  in  the  thing  wherein  they  dealt  proudly  he  was 
above  them.  And  yetbroy  Mtfes* s  father-in-'law^  took 
a  bumt-cffering  and  fc^rifices  for  God:  and  Aaron 
canWy  and  all  the  elders  of  Ifrady  to  eat  bread  with  M^ 
fes^s  father-in-law y  before  God. 
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Mofes  went  up.  And  the  Lord  f aid  unto  Mofes  ^  Go 
down  charge  the  people^  left  they  break  through  unto  the 
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priefis  alfoj  which  come  neair  to  the  Lord^fanilify  them^ 
f elves  J  left  the  Lord  break  forth  upon  them. 
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and  truth  came  by  Jefus  Chrifi. 
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LECTURE      I. 

LUKE  XX.   27 38.       . 

7hen  came  to  him  certain  of  the  Sadducees  (nohicb  deny  that  there  is  any  refut'- 
reSion)  and  they  qfked  him,  faying^  Mq/ler^  Mofes  ^tvrote  unto  us^  If  any 
man^s  brother  £ej  having  a  'anfcy  and  he  die  without  children^  that  his  hroth^ 
erjhould  take  his  wife^  and  rcufe  up  feed  unto  his  brother •  IT  here  were  there" 
forefeven  brethren  :  andthefirfi  took  a  'wifcy  and  £ed  without  chUdreiu  And 
thefecond  took  her  to  nvife,  and  he  £ed  chtldlefs.  And  the  third  took  her  ;  and 
in  bhe  manner  the f even  alfo»  And  they  lefi  no  children^  and  £ed.  Lafl  of  all 
the  woman  diedalfo.  Therefore  in  the  refurrefAon^  whofe  wife  of  them  isjhe? 
for f even  had  her  to  wife*  And  Jefus  anfweringfaid  unto  themy  The  chUdren 
of  this  world  marry  ^  and  are  given  in  marriage  :  but  they  which  Jhall  be  ac-^ 
counted  worthy  to  obtain  that  world,  and  the  refurre^onjrom  the  dead,  neither 
marry  f  nor  are  given  in  marriage.  Neither  can  they  iSe  any  more  ;  for  they  are 
equal  unto  the  angels, cmd  are  the  children  of  God,  being  the  children  of  the  refitr- 
reSion.  Now  that  the  dead  are  raifed,  even  Mofes fhewed  at  the  bu/h,  when  he 
caUeththe  Lord  the  GodofAbrahamyandtheGodofIfaac,andthe  God  of y^^ 
cob.  For  he  is  not  a  God  of  the  dead,  but  of  the  living  :  for  all  ftve  unto  him* 

\JnE  of  the  moft  obvious  and  natural  confolations  of 
reafon^  under  the  lofs  of  thofe  whom  we  dearly  loved,  and 
one  of  the  moft  abundant  confolations  furniflied  by  relig- 
ion, is  the  belief  that  our  departed  friends  are,  at  their 
death,  difpofed  of  infinitely  to  their  advantage.  We  weep 
and  mourn  while  we  refleft  upon  the  deprivation  of  com- 
fort which  we  have  fuftained ;  but  we  wipe  the  tears  of  for- 
row  from  our  eyes,  when  we  confider  that  our  lofs  is  their 
unfpeakable  gain.  ''  Rachel  weeping  for  her  children,** 
refufes  to  be  comforted  fo  long  as  flie  thinks  **  they  arc 
not ;"  but  her  foul  is  tranquillized  and  comforted  when 
her  eyes,  in  faith,  look  within  the  veil,  and  behold  theni 
foftly  Jind  fecurely  repofing  in  the  bofom  of  their  Father 
and  God.  It  is  an  humbling  and  a  mortifying  employment 
to  vifit  church-yards,  to  ftep  from  grave  to  grave,  to  recal 
the  memory  while  we  trample  upon  the  afhes  of  the  young, 
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the  beautiful,  the  wife  and  the  good ;  but  we  find  imme- 
diate relief,  we  rife  into  joy,  we  tread  among  the  ftars, 
when,  aided  by  religion,  we  tranfport  ourfelves  iii  thought 
to  thofe  bleffed  regions  where  all  the  faithful  live,  and 
reign,  and  rejoice  i  where  "  they  that  be  wife  (hine  as  the 
brightn£&  of  tfoe  iaiaaimtAtj  and  they  that  tura  many  to 
righteoufnefs  as  the  ftars  forever  and  ever/'*  Diftance 
is  then  fwallowed  up  and  loft,  »ndr  we  mingle  in  the  no- 
ble employments  and  pure  delights  of  the  bleffed  immor- 
tals who  encircle  the  throne;  of  God. 

It  is  aftonifhing  to  think,'  that  there  fliould  have  been 
men  difpofed  willingly  to  deprive  themfelves  of  this  glo- 
rious fource  of  comfort ;  men  ready  to  refign  the  high 
prerogative  of  their  birthright,,  and  by  a  ipecics  of  humil- 
ity ftnmge  and  unoatural,  fpontasieouily  degrading,  them- 
iy ves  to  the  level  of  th«  brotes  th^t  perifli.  And  yet  there 
have'been  in  truth  fuch  men  in  every  age.  But  it  is  no 
wonder  to  find  thofe  who  fatisfy  themfelves  v/ith  the  pnr- 
fuit&  and  enjoyraent*  of  a  mere  beaflly  nature  while  they 
liive,  conteMed  ta  tie  dawn,  with  the  beails  irt  deaUi,  to 
8ffife  n<y  more.  They  firft  make  it.  tbei-r  intereft  that  there 
ftoidd  be  no  hereafter,  and  then  they  fondly  perfusde 
themfelves  that  there,  {hall  be  none. 

Error  of  every,  kind,  both  m  £aith  and  morals,  prevailed 
m  the  extreme,  at  the  period  when  and  in  the  country 
where  the  Saviour  of  the  world  appeared  for  our  redemp- 
tion. The  nation  of  the  Jews  was  divided,  iu  relpeO:  of 
moral  and  religious  fentiment,  into  two  great  fefts  or  par- 
ties, v/ho  both  pretended  to  found  their  opinions  upon 
the  authority  of  the  infpired  books,  which  were  held  in 
univerfal  eftimation  among  them ;  and  particularly  the 
writings  of  Mofes.  But  they  drew  conclufions  diredly  op- 
pofite  from  the  fame  fafts  and  do&rines ;  and  both  de- 
viated, in  the  groffeft  manner,  from  the  fpirit  and  defign 
of  that  precious,  record  which  they  both  affefted  to  hold 
lu  the  higheft  veneration. 

ThePliarifees,  earneftly  contending  for  the  drift  obferv- 
ance  of  the  l?«w,  confined  their  attention  to  its  minuttr  and 
lefs  inirportant  objefts,  and  paid  "  the  tithe  of  mint  and  an- 
liC  and  cummin,"  but  omitted  "  the  weightier  matters  of 
the  law,  judgment,  mercy  and  faith  :"  and,  raifing  oral 
tradition  to  the  rank  and  dignity  of  fcripture,  found  a  pre- 
tence for  difpenfing  with  the  plained  and  mod  effential 
*^  Dsn.  vii.  3.  obligations 


obligations  of  morality,  when  thefe  centradided  their  in- 
tercfts  and  opinions.  Heinonfly  offcaded  at  the  negle£l  q|f 
walhingof  hands  previous  to  eating,  they  were  wiekei 
enough  to  eftablifh,  by  a  law  of  their  own,  neg!e£t  of,  un- 
kindnefs  and  difobedience  to  parents ;  thus,  aceording 
to  the  juft  cenfure  which  our  Lord  pafled  upon  them, 
**  ftraining  out  a  gnat,  and  fwallowing  a  camrf/^ 

The  Sadducees,  on  the  other  hand,  the  ftrong  fpirits  of 
the  age,  difdaining  the  reftraints  impofed  on  mankind  by 
a  written  law,  thought  fit  to  become  a  law  unto  thenifelved. 
They  left  the  aufterities  of  a  flrift  religion  and  morality  to 
Tulgar  minds ;  and,  that  they  might  procure  peace  to  them- 
felves  in  the  enjoyment  of  thole  finftil  pFeafures  to^  which 
they  were  addifted,  they  denied  the  exiftence  of  fpirit,  the 
immortality  of  the  foul,  and  a  future  ftatc  of  retribution. 
They  alleged  that  the  law  was  filent  on  thofe  points,  and 
that  this  filence  was  a  fufficient  reafon  for  rejeding  the  be- 
lief of  them.  They  went  farther,  and  contended,  that  were 
fuch  dodrines  contained  in  the  lawj  they  ought  not  to  be 
admitted,  becaufe  they  implied  a  contradiftion,  or  at  leaft 
involved  fuch  a  number  of  difficulties  as-  it  was  impoiEble 
fatisfaftorily  to  folve.  The  chief  of  thofe  difficulties  they 
propofe  to  our  bleffed  Saviour  in  the  paffage  which  I  have 
read;  and  they  do  this,  not  in  the  fpirit  of  docility  and  dif- 
fidence, to  have  it  removed,  but  in  the  pride  of  their  hearts, 
vainly  taking  for  granted  that  it  was  infurmountable. 

My  principal  intention  in  leading  your  thoughts  to  this 
fubjed  at  this  time,  is  the  occafion  which  it  afforded  to  the 
great  Teacher  who  came  from  God,  of  difcourfing  on  a 
theme  nearly  connefted  with  the  defign  of  thefeLeSures^ 
and  of  difclofing  to  us  lundry  important  particulars,  re- 
fpecting  the  venerable  men  whofe  lives  we  have  been  ftud- 
ying,  and  thofe  which  we  are  ftill  to  examine ;  and  refped:- 
ing  that  world  in  which  we,  together  with  them,  have  a 
concern  fo  deeply, becaufe  eternally,  interefting.  To  thefe 
we  fhall  be  led  by  making  a  few  curfory  remarks  on  the 
preceding  converfation  which  took  place  between  'Chrift 
and  the  Sadducees.  And  this  fhall  ferve  as  anintrodudion 
to  the  farther  continuation  of  a  Courfe  of  Lectures  on  the 
hiftory  of  the  memorable  perfons  and  events  prefen  ted  to  us 
in  the  holy  fcriptures  of  both  the  Old  andNewTeftaments. 

The  Sadducees  infidioufiy  begin  their  attack  by  profefT- 
ing  the  higheft  refped  for  the  authority  of  Mofe^  and  of 
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his  writings :  "  Mafter ,Mofes  wrote  unto  us."  The  moft 
pernicious  defigns,  thp  moft  malevolent  purpofes,  are  fre- 
quently found  to  clotne  themfelves  in  fmiles ;  often  while 
mifchief  lies  brooding  in  men's  hearts,  "  their  words  are 
fmoother  than  oil/*  The  father  of  lies  himfelf  can  have 
recourfe  to  truth  if  it  be  likely  to  ferve  his  turn ;  and  the 
enemy  of  aU  goodnefs  will  condefcend  to  quote  that  fcrip- 
ture  which  he  hates,  if  it  can  help  him  to  an  argument  for 
the  occafion.  With  this  afFeded  deference  for  Mofi?s, 
the  Sadducees  are  aiming  at  the  total  fubverfion  of  every 
moral  and  religious  principle,  by  weakening  one  of  the 
ftrongeft  motives  to  virtue,  and  undermining  the  fureft 
•foundation  of  hope  and  joy  to  man.  They  allege,  that 
obedience  to  the  law  might  eventually  lead  to  much  con- 
fufion  and  diforder ;  and  they  fuppofe  a  lituation,  for  none 
fuch  ever  exifted,  in  which  compliance  with  the  revealed 
will  of  God  in  this  worjd  would  infallibly  lead  to  difcord 
and  diftrefs  in  that  which  is  to  come.  In  this  we  have  an 
example  of  a  very  common  cafe  ;  that  of  men  ftraining 
their  eyes  to  contemplate  objeds  at  a  great  diftance,  or  to- 
tally out  of  fight,  and  wilfully  neglefting  or  overlooking 
thofe  which  are  immediately  before  them  :  troubling 
themfelves  about  effefts  and  confequences  of  which  they 
are  ignorant,  and  over  which  they  have  no  power,  while 
they  are  regardlefs  of  obvious  truth  and  commanded 
duty,  though  thefe  are  their  immediate  bufinefs  and  con- 
cern. The  Sadducees  in  order  to  cloak  their  licentiouf- 
nefs  and  infidelity,  affeft  folicitude -about  the  regularity 
and  peace  of  a  future  ftate,  which  in  words  they  denied, 
if  they  did  not  from  the  heart  dilbelieve. 

I  make  but  one  remark  more  before  I  proceed  to  our 
Lord's  reply.  Eagernefs  and  anxiety  to  bring  forward 
and  to  eftablifli  an  opinion,  betray  an  inward  doubt  or  dif- 
belief  of  it.  Truth  is  not  ever  proclaiming  itfelf  from  the 
houfe-tops,  is  riot  forward  to  obtrude  itfelf  upon  every 
occafion,  but  is  fatisfied  with  maintaining  and  defending 
itfelf  when  aflaulted ;  but  faifehood  is  eternally  ftriving  to 
conceal  or  ftrengthen  its  confcious  weaknefs  by  a  parade 
of  words,  and  a  fhew  of  reafon.  The  zeal  of  the  Saddu- 
cees to  explode  and  run  down  the  doftrine  of  the  refur- 
rection,  plainly  betrays  a  fecret  dread  and  belief  of  it. 

Our 
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Our  Lord,  in  his  anfwer,  points  out  diredly  the 
fource  of  all  error  and  infidelity,  '^ye  do  err,  not  know- 
ing the  fcriptures,  juid  the  power  of  God/*  Not  know- 
ing the  fcriptures,  ye  fuppofe  a  doftrine  is  not  in  them, 
becaufe  ye  have  not  found  it  there  :  becaufe.  ye  have 
wilfully  fliut  your  own  eyes,  ye  vainly  imagine  there 
is  no  light  in  the  fun ;  and  take  upon  you  to  affirm 
there  is  none.  Not  knowing  the  power  of  God,  you 
call  that  impoifible  which  you  cannot  do,  deem  that 
abfurd  which  you  do  not  comprehend,  and  pronounce 
that  falfe  which  you  wifh  to  be  fo.  The  whole  force 
of  the  objeftion  to  the  truth  of  the  refurreftion,  goes 
upon  the  fuppofition,  that  the  future  world  is  to  be  ex- 
aftly  conftituted  as  the  prefent ;  that  the  relations  and 
•diflinftions  which  fubfift  among  men  upon  earth,  are 
to  fubfift  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  But  the  fuppo- 
fition is  founded  in  ignorance  and  falfehood ;  and, 
the  moment  it  is  denied,  the 'mighty  argument  built 
upon  it  falls  to  the  ground.  ' "  In  the  refurreftion,*' 
fays  Chrift,  "  they  neither  marry,  nor  are  given  in 
marriage,  but  are  as  the  angels  of  God  in  heaven.*' 

In  thefe  words,  the  condition  of  men  in  the  world 
to  come,  is  defcribed,  firft,  negatively,  "  they  neither 
marry,  nor  are  given  in  marriage.**  The  power 
which  created  the  heavens  aiifl  the  earth,  and  all  the 
hoft  of  them,  might  undoubtedly,  had  it  pleafed  him, 
have  created  the  whole  human* race  at  once,  as  eafily 
as  he  formed  the  firft  of  men,  Adam,  and  as  eafily  as 
he  rears  up  one  generation  of  men  after  another,  in 
the  courfe  of  his  prcrvidence.  But,  thinking  it  meet 
to  people  the  earth  by  multiplying  mankind  gradual- 
ly upon  it,  difference  of  fex  and  the  inftitution  of  mar- 
riage were  the  means  which  he  was  pleafed  to  em- 
ploy. In  the  refurreftion,  the  number  of  the  redeem- 
ed being  complete  at  once,  that  difference,  and  that 
inftitution,  being  unneceffary,  fhall  be  done  away. 
Our  Saviour  adds  "  neither  can  they  die  any  more.** 
Death,  too,  enters  into  the  plan  of  Providence  for 
the  government  of  this  world.  Men  muft  be  remov- 
VoL.  m.  B  ed. 
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^d,  to  make  room  for  men.  But  becaufe  this  fphere 
is  lurrow  and  ccnatrafked^  and  unable  to  contain  and 
'  fupport  the  increafmg  multitudes  of  many  generations, 
is  the  Lord's  band  uiortened,  that  he  cannot  expand 
a  more  fpacious  firmanient,  and  compact  a  more  fpa* 
cious  globe,  to  contain,  at  once,  the  eountlef^  nations 
of  them  that  are  (aved  ?  O  how  gteatly  do  men  err;  not 
knowing  the  power  of  God !  Death  is  no  part  of  the 
plan  of  Providence  for  the  government  of  that  world 
)Qf  blifs.  In  our  Father's  houfe  above  there  are  many 
Qianiions ;  there  is  bread  enough,  and  to  fpare  ;  there 
is  room  for  all,  provifion  for  all :  the  father  need  not 
to  die,  to  give  fpace  to  the  Ion,  nor  the  mother  to  fpare, 
that  the  child  may  have  enough.  'Por  they  are  "  as 
the  angels  of  God,"  fays  our  Lord,  according  to  Mat- 
thew, ''  equal  to  the  angels,"  fays  our  evangelift, 
.  *'  and  are  the  children  of  God." 

This  defcribes  their  happinefs  pofitively.  Men  on 
earth  '*  fee  in  a  glafs  darkly ;  know  in  part,  prophecy 
in  part,"  are  encompaffed  with  infirmity;  but  the 
*^  angels  m  heaven"  excel  in  ftrength,  ftand  before  the 
throne  of  God,  ferve  him  day  and  night  in  his  temple, 
without  wearying,  fee  face  to  face,  know  as  they  are 
known."  Their  number  is  completed,  their  inter- 
courfe  is  pure  and  p'erf|£t,  without  the  means  of  in- 
creafe  and  union  which  exift  here  below. 

Having  thus  reproved  their  ignorance  and  prefump- 
tion,  refpefting  the  "  power  of  God,"  our  Lord  pro- 
ceeds to  expofe  their  ignorance  refpefting  "  the  fcrip- 
tures,"  and  produces  a  paffage  from  Mofes,  in  whom 
they  trufted,  which  they  had  hitherto  overlooked  or 
mifunderftood,  wherein  the  doftrine  in  difpute  was 
clearly  laid  down  ;  and  which  we  had  principally  in 
view  in  leading  your  attention  to  this  paffage  on  the 
prefent  occafion. 

The  paffage  quoted,  is  that  noted  declaration  of 
God  to  Mofes,  from  the  midft  of  the  burning  bufh, 
**  I  am  the  God  of  thy  father,  the  God  of  Abraham, 
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the  God  of  Ifaac j  and  the  God  of  Jacob.'*  *  That 
God  fhould  have  condefcended  to  hold  this  language 
concerning  Enoch, "  who  was  tranflated  that  he  fhpuld 
not  fee  death/*  had  been  lefs  wonderful  -y  for  that  holy 
man,  who  walked  with  God  upon  earth,  was  exalted 
immediately  to  a  more  intimate  union  with  God  in 
heaven.  But  to  fpeak  thus  of  men  who  were  long 
ago  mouldered  into  duft,  of  whom  nothing  remained 
among  men  but  their  names,  conveys  an  idea  of  hu*- 
man  exiftence,  before  which  the  life  of  a  Methufelah 
dwindles  into  nothing,  an  idea  which  fwallows  up 
mortality,  and  gives  a  dignity  and  a  duration  to  man 
that  bids  defiance  to  the  grave.  That  God  fhould  fay 
to  Abraham,  while  he  lived,  *^  I  am -thy  fhield,  and 
thy  exceeding  great  reward,*'!  was  a  miracle  of  grace 
and  condefcenfioh ;  but  to  fpeak  thus,  more  than  three 
centuries  after  he  had  been  configned  to  the  tomb,  "  I 
am  the  Goo  of  Abraham,**  this  exhibits  a  relation  be* 
tween  God  and  the  faithful,  which  perfeflily  reconciles 
the  mind  to  the  thoughts  of  difTolution.  Indeed  it  is 
impoffible  to  conceive  any  thing  more  elevating,  any 
thing  more  tranquillizing  to  the  foul,  than  the  view 
of  future  blifs  with  which  the  text  prefents  us.  And 
this  tranquillity  and  elevation  are  greatly  heightened 
by  the  confideration,  that  Jehpvah  from  the  midfl  of 
flaming  fire,  under  the  Old  Teflament  difpenfation,  and 
Jehovah,  in  the  perfon  of  the  great  Redeemer,  apder 
the  New,  taught  the  fame  glorious  truth  to  the  world. 
And  what  is  it  ?  "I  am  the  God  of  Abraham,  and  the 
God  of  Ifaac,  and  the  God  of  Jacob.'* 

When  God  was  pleafed  to  exprefs  his  favourable 
regard  to  Abraham  upon  earth,  what  did  it  amount 
to  ?  He  led  him  through  a  particular  diftrid  of  land, 
in  the  length  and  the  breadth  of  it,  and  faid  "  I  will 
give  it  thee.'*  But  Abraham  now  expatiates  through 
a  more  ample  region,  and  contemplates  a  fairer  in- 
heritance, an  inheritance  his  own,  not  in  hope,  but 
in  pofTeflion.     Abraham,  though  following  the  lead- 
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ing  of  the  Divine  Providence,  faw  the  Redeemer's  day 
only  afar  off:  but,  in  virtue  of  his  relation  to  God> 
he  has  now  beheld  the  dawning  of  the  morning  ex- 
panded into  the  pure  light  of  the  perfeft  day.  He 
once  felt  the  events  which  afFefted  his  family,  with' 
the  emotion  natural'  to  a  man ;  he  has  fince  beheld 
them  extending  their  influence  to>  nations  which  he 
thought  not  of;  and  he  now  looks  forward  in  holy 
rapture,  to  that  period  when  he,  and  his  Kaac,  and  an 
earthly  Canaan,  and  every  thing  of  a  temporal  and 
tranfitary  nature,  ihall  bring  their  glory  and  their  hon- 
our, and  lay  all  at  the  feet  of ''  Him,  who  fitteth  up- 
on the  throne,  and  before  the  Lamb." 

From  Abraham  we  are  removed  to  a  diftance  of 
time  and  place,  in  which  thought  is  loft,*  and  we  feem 
to  have  no  more  intereft  in  him  than  if  he  had  never 
exifted.  But  the  doftrine  of  the  text  brings  us  fo 
clofe  to  him,  that  we  recognife  the  friend  of  God,  in 
the  midft  of  myriads  of  faints  in  glory ;:  we  converfe 
with  him,  and  continue  to  be  inftriided  by  him. 

The  duft  of  Abraham  fleeps  unnoticed  and  forgot- 
ten in  the  cave  of  Machpelah  ;  but  lift  up  thine  eyes, 
and  behold  Abraham  on  high,  and  Lazarus  in  his  bo- 
fom  ;  his  fpirit  united  to  God  "  the  Father  of  fpirits,** 
and  to  all  "  the  fpirits  of  juft  men  made  perfeft." 
"  And  even  that  duft'*  alfo  "  refts  in  hope  :'^  It  fhall 
not  always  be  left  in  the  place  of  the  dead ;  it  fliall 
not  remain  forever  a  prey  to  corruption..  Abraham 
purchafed  a  tomb,  and  buried  his  Sarah  out  of  his 
fight ;  but  he  has  overtaken,  regained  her,  in  the  re- 
gions of  eternal  day,  where  virtuous  and  believing 
friends  meet,  never  more  to  be  disjoined.  Abraham 
received  his  Ifaac  from  the- wonder-working  hand  of 
Heaven,  when  nature  was  dead  to  hope  ;  at  the  com- 
mand of  God  he  cheerfully  furrendered  him  again, 
and  devoted  him  upon  the  altar :  again  he  receives 
him  to  newnefs  of  life,  and  that  darling  fon  lives  to 
put  his  hand  upon  his  eyes.  But  they  were  not  long 
difunited  j  the  fon  has  overtaken  the  parents  \  they 
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.rejoice  in  ..God,  and  in  one  andther ;  they  are  the 
children  and  heirs  of  the  refurreftion,;  "  they, are  as 
the  angels  of  God  in  heayeiii." 

'*  I  am  the  God  of  Ifaac.**  This  Ifaag,  the  heir  of 
Abraham's  pofTeffions,  of  his  faith,  and  of  his  virtues, 
was,  on  earth,  united  to  the  God  of  the  fpirits  of  all 
flefh,  by  many  tender  and  important  relations  :  by  pi- 
ety, by  .filial  confidence,  by  goodnefs,  by  patiei^ce  and 
fubmiflion,  on  his  part;  by  ele&ion,  by  fpecial  favour, 
by  highjiejfs  of  deftination,  on  the  part  of  his  heavenly 
Father.  Yet  thefe  diilinguiftied  advantages  exempt- 
ed him  not  from  the  ftroke  of  affliftiori.  Many  years 
did  ihis  heir  of  the  .promifes,  this  chofen'  feed,  "  in 
whonvall  the  families  of  the  earth  fhould  be  bleffed,^ 
many  yejirs.did  he  go.childlefs.  Early  in  life  v^as  he 
vifited  with  .the  lofs  of  fight,  and  thereby  expofed  to 
much  mortification  and  dejedtion  of  fpirit.  Childreu 
are  at  length  given  him,  and  they  prove  the  torment 
of  his  life ;  they  excite  a  war  betwixt  nature  and 
grace  in  his  own  breaft ;  difcord  and  jealoufy  arm 
them  againft  each  others  he  is  in  danger  of  "  lofing 
them  both  in  one  day.'*  The  one  mufl  be  baniflied 
from  his  father's  houfe,  the  other  mingles  with  idola- 
tors.  Behold  a  wretched,  blind  old  man,  a  prey  to 
*^  grief  of  teart/*  But  thefe  things,  on  the  other 
hand,  diflblved  pot,  interrupted  not  his  covenant  rela- 
tion to  God :  they  ferved  but  to  cement  smd  ftrength- 
en  the  divine  Jriendfliip :  and  death  which,  to  human 
^apprehenfion,  feparates  every  connexion,  and  indeed 
tears  afunder  .every  mortal  tie,  only  brought  him  into 
a  clearer  light,  and  to  intercourfe  and  intimacy,  which 
can  never  expire. 

*'  I  am  the  G/)d  of  Jacob."  In  all  the  wanderings, 
in  all  the  dangers,  in  all  the  diftreffes  of  this  patriarch  ; 
in  all  his  fiicgefles,  all  his  acquifitions,  all  his  joys,  we 
difcover  the  relation  of  God  to  him,  expreffed  in  thefe 
words ;  and  we  behold  the  prefence  of  God  with 
Jhim  whitherfoever  he  went,  conftantly  relieving  -  the 
twxetchednefs  of  one  ftate }  dignifying  and  fupporting 
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the  felicity  of  the  other,  This  gave  him  fecurity  from 
the  violence  of  an  incenfed  brother ;  this  cheered  the 
folitude  of  Luz,  and  turned  it  into  a  Bethel ;  by  this 
the  flumbers  of  a  head  repofed  on  a  pillar  of*  ftone 
were  made  refrefhing  and  inftruckiye ;  this  repreffed 
and  overbalanced  the  rapacity  of  I^aban  ;  this  fupport- 
^d  and  fanftified  the  lofs  of  Jofephj  this  fweetened 
the  defcent  into  Egypt,  and  diflipated  the  gloom  of 
death ;  by  this,  though  dead,  he  exifts,  though  filent 
he  fpeaketh,  "  abfent  from  the  body  he  is  prefent 
with  the  Lord  ;**  the  moment  of  his  dep^irture  is  on 
the  wing  to  overtake  that  of  his  redemption  from  the 
power  of  the  grave.  Before  God,  the  diftance  (brinks 
into  nothing.  That  word,  that  one  little  word,  I  AM, 
unites  the  era  of  nature's  birth  with  that  of  its  dif- 
iblution,  it  joins  eternity  to  eternity,  "  and  fwallows 
up  death  in  vidory.'* 

The  fame  gracious  declaration  applies,  with  equal 
truth  and  juftice,  to  every  fon  and  daughter  "  of  faith- 
ful Abraham,**  to  every  "  Ifraelite  indeed.**  We 
fpeak  of  departed  friends  in  the  paji  time,  we  "  can- 
not but  remember  fuch  things  were  ;  and  were  mofl: 
dear  to  us  ;'*  but  it  is  the  glorious  prerogative  of  Je- 
hovah to  employ  eternally  the  prefent  in  defcribing  his 
own  effence,  and  his  covenant  relation  to  his  people ; 
^'  I  AM  THAT  I  AM.'*  "  1  AM  the  God  of  thy  fa. 
ther,**  of  thy  buried,  thy  lamented  brother,  friend, 
lover,  child.  And  to  us  alfo  is  the  word  of  this  con- 
folation  fent,  "  Fear  not,  for  I  atn  with  thee,  be  not 
difmayed,  I  am  thy  God,'*  '^  Thus  faith  the  Lord, 
that  created  thee,  O  Jacob,  and  he  that  formed  thee, 
O  Ifrael ;  Fear  not :  for  I  have  redeemed  thee,  I  have 
called  thee  by  name,  thou  art  mine^  When  thou  paiT- 
eft  through  the  waters,!  will  be  with  thee,  and  through 
the  rivers,  they  fhall  not  overflow  thee  ;  when  thou 
walkeft  through  the  fire  thou  Ihalt  not  be  burnt ; 
ueither  fliall  the  flame  kindle  upon  thee.  For  I  a?n  the 
Lord  thy  God,  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael,  thy  Saviour.** 
Believing  and  refting  upon  this  fure  foundatioa,  the 
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<:hriftian  triumphs  in  the  ptofpeft  of  "  departing  and 
being  with  Chrift  ;**  he  fmiles  at  the  threatening 
looks  of  the  king  of  terrors,  exuks  and  fings  *'  with  the 
fweet  finger  of  ifrael/*  *'  yea,  though  I  walk  through 
the  valley  of  the  Ihadow  of  deaths  I  will  fear  no  evil : 
for  thou  art  with  me,  thy  rod,  and  thy  ftafF,  they  com- 
fort me.  Surely  goodnefs  and  mercy  fliall  follow  me 
all  the  days  of  my  life  :  and  I  will  dwell  in  the  houfe 
of  the  Lord  forever  :*'*  and  triumphs  with  the  en- 
raptured apoftle  of  the  Gentiles,  "  O  death,  where 
is  thy  fting ;  O  grave,  where  is  thy  vidory  ?  Thanks 
be  p6  God  whp  giveth  us  the  vidory  through  our 

Lord  Jefus  Chrift/*t 

It  is  a  tranfporting  refleftion,  that  the  fond  wilhes 

and  defires  of  the  human  heart  are  warranted,  eftcour- 
aged  and  fupported  by  the  revelation  of  God  :  that  the 
life  and  immortality  which  we  naturally  pant  after,  are 
brought  to  light  by  the  gofpel.  It  is  pleafant  to  find 
wife  and  good  men,  guided  only  by  the  light  of  reafon, 
and  the  honeft  propenfities  of  nature,  cherifliing  that 
very  belief,  cleaving  to  that  very  hope,  which  the  text 
infpires-  Cicero,  in  his  beautiful  treatife  on  old  ^ge, 
while  he  relates  the  fentiments  pf  others,  fweetly  de- 
livers his  owri  on  this  fubjed.  The  elder  Cyrus  ac- 
cording to  Xenpphon,  thus  ad4reffed  his  fons  before 
hi$  death :  "  Do  hot  imagine,  O  my  dear  children,  that 
when  I  leave  you,  I  cejde  to  exift,  For  even  while  I 
\yas  yet  with  you,  my  fpirit  you  could  not  difcern  ;  but 
that  it  animated  this  body  you  were  fully  affured  by 
the  adions  which  I  performed.  Be  affured  it  will 
continue  the  fame,  though  ftill  you  fee  it  not.  The 
glory  of  illuftrious  men  would  fink  with  them  into  the 
grave,  were  not  their  furviving  fpirits  capable  of  exer- 
tion, and  concerned  to  refcue  their  names  from  obliv- 
ion. I  can  never  fuffer  myfelf  to  be  perfuaded,  that 
the  man  lives  only  while  he  is  in  the  body,  and  dies 
when  //  is  diffolved  ;  or  that  the  foul  lofes  all  intelli*  , 
gence  on  being  feparated  from  an  unintelligent  lump 
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of  clay ;  but  rather  that,  on  being  liberated  from 
all  mixture  with  body,  pure  and  entire,  it  enters 
upon  its  true  intelledual  exiilence.     At  death,  any 
one  may  difcover  what  becomes  of  tha  material  part 
of  our  frame  :  all  finks  into  that  from  which  it  arofe, 
every  thing  is  refolved  into  its  firft  principle  ;  the  foul 
alone  is  apparent  neither  while  it  is  with  us,  nor  when 
it  departs.     What  fo  much  refembles  death  as  fleep  ? 
Now  the  powers  of  the  mind,  in  fleep,  loudly  proclaim 
their  own  divinity ;    free  and  unfettered,   the  foul 
plunges  into  futurity,  afcends  its  native  flty.     Hence 
we  may  conclude  how  enlarged  thofe  powers  will  be, 
when  imdepreffcd,  unreftrained  by  the  chains  of  flefli. 
Since  thefc  things  are  fo,  confider  and  reverence  me 
as  a  tutelary  deity.     But,  granting  that  the  mind  were 
to  expire  with  the  body,  neverthelefs,  out  of  reverence 
to  the  immortal  Gods,  who  fupport  and  direO:  this 
fair  fabric  of  nature,  pioufly,  affedionately  cherifli 
the  memory  of  your  affeftionate  father.'*     The  great 
Roman  orator  puts  thefe  words  into  the  mouth  of  Ca- 
to,  in  addrefling  his  young  friends  Scipio  and  Laelius. 
**  Thbfe  excellent  men,  your  fathers,  who  were  fo 
dear  to  me  in  life,  I  confider  as  flill  alive ;  and  indeed, 
as  now  enjoying  a  flate  of  being  which  alone  deferves 
to  be  dignified  with  the  name  of  life.     For  as  long  as 
we  are  mut  up  in  this  dungeon  of  fenfe,  we  have  to 
toil  through  the  painful  and  necefTary  drudgery  of 
life,  and  to  accomplifh  the  laborious  tafk  of  an  hire- 
ling.    The  celeflial  fpirit  is,  as  it  were,  deprefled,  de- 
graded from  its  native  feat,  and  plunged  into  the  mire 
of  this  world,  a  fiate  repugnant  to  its  divine  nature  and 
eternal  duration."     And  again,  "  Nobody  fhall  ever 
perfuade  me,  Scipio,  that  your  father  PauUus,  and 
your  two  grandfathers,  PauUus  and  Africanus,  and 
many  other  eminent  men  whom  it  is  unnecefTary  to 
mention,  would  have  attempted  and  acheived  fo  many 
fplendid  aftions,  which  were  to  extend  their  influence 
to  pofterity,  had  they  not  clearly  difcerned  that  they 
had  an  interefl  in,  and  a  connexion  with  the  ages  of 
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futurity,  and  with  generations  yet  unborn.  Can  you 
imagine,  that  I  may  talk  a  little  of  myfelf,  after  the 
manner  of  old  men,  can  you  imagine,  that  I  would 
have  fubmitted  to  fo  many  painful  toils,  by  night  and 
by  day,  in  the  forum,  in  the  fenate,  in  the  field,  had 
I  apprehended  that  my  exiftence,  and  my  reputation, 
were  to  terminate  with  my  life  ?  Were  this  the  cafe, 
would  it  not  have  been  much  better  to  dofe  away  in 
indolence  an  infignificant  and  ufelefs  life  ?  But,  I  do 
not  know  how,  the  foul,  inceffantly  exerting  its  native 
vigour,  ftill  fprung  eagerly  forward  into  ages  yet  to 
come,  and  feized  them  as  its  own. 

"  I  feel  myfelf  tranfported  with  delight  at  the  thought 
of  again  feeing  and  joining  your  fathers,  whom  on 
earth  I  highly  refpefted  and  dearly  loved ;  and,  borne 
on  the  wings  of  hope  and  defire,  I  am  fpeeding  my 
flight  to  mingle  in  the  honoured  fociety,  not  of  thofe 
only  whom  on  earth  I  knew,  and  with  whom  I  have 
converfed;  but  of  thofe  alfo  of  whom  I  have  heard 
and  read,  and  the  hiftory  of  whofe  lives  I  myfelf  have 
written,  for  the  inftruftion  of  mankind.  I  have  the 
confolation  of  reflecting,  that  I  have  not  lived  wholly 
in  vain :  and  I  quit  my  fl:ation  in  life  without  regret, 
as  the  way-faring  man,  whofe  face  is  towards  home, 
bids  farewell  to  the  inn  where  he  had  fl:opped  for  a 
little  refrefliment  on  his  way.  O  glorious'  day,  when 
I  (hall  be  admitted  4iita  the  divine  aflembly  of  the 
wife  and  good  I  When  I  fliall  make  an  eternal  efcape 
from  this  fink  of,  corruption,  and  the  din  of  folly ! 
When  amidft  the  happy  throng  of  the  immortals,  I 
fliall  find  thee  alfo  my  fon,  my  Cato,  befl:,  mod 
amiable  of  men  !  On  thy  afiies,  I  beflowed  the  hon- 
ours of  the  tomb.  Ah !  why  did  not  mine  rather 
receive  them  from  thy  hand !  But  your  fpirit,  I 
know  it,  has  never  forfaken  me  ;  but  cafl:ing  back 
many  a  longing,  lingering  look  to  your  affiifted  fa- 
ther, has  removed  to  that  region  of  purity  and  peace 
whither  you  were  confident  I  fliould  fliortly  follow 
you.  And  I  feel,  I  feel  our  feparation  cannot  be  of 
long  continuance. 

"Ifi 
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"  If,  indiflging  myfelf  in  this  fond  hope,  my  young 
friends,  I  am  under  the  power  of  delufion,  it  is  a  fweet, 
ft  is  an  innocent  delufion.  I  will  hold  it  faft  and  nev- 
er let  it  go,  while  I  live.  I  defpife  the  fneer  of  the 
witling,  who  would  attempt  to  laugh  me  out  of  my 
immortality.  Suppofe  him  in  the  right,  and  myfelf 
under  a  miftake,  he  (hall  not  have  the  power  to  infult 
me^  nor  fhall  I  bave  the  mortification  of  feeling  hi^ 
fcorn,  when  we  are  both  gone  to  the  land  of  everlaft- 
ing  forgetfulnefs.'^ 

How  pleafing  the  thought,  my  dear  chriftian 
friends,  I  again  repeat  it,  how  pleafmg  the  thought, 
that  the  hqneft  propenfities  of  nature,  the  faireft  con- 
clufions  of  unaffifled  reafqn,  and  the  moft  ardent 
breathings  of  truth  and  virtue,  are  here  in  unifon  with 
the  clearefl:  and  moft  explicit  declarations  of  the  holy 
fcriptures ! 

But  the  facred  Dove  foars  into  a  region  which  na? 
ture  and  reafon  never  could  have  explored.  Revela- 
tion, to  the  immortality  of  the  foul,  has  added  the  ref-. 
urreftion  of  the  body.  And,  "  wherefore  Ihould  it  be 
thought  a  thing  incredible  that  God  fhould  raife  the 
dead  ?^'  The  Spirit  fays  to  "  thefe  dry  bones^  Live.*' 
*'  We  believe  that  Jefus  died  and  rofe  again.**  What 
a  fure  ground  of  hope,  that  "  them  alfo  who  fleep 
in  Jefus,  God  will  bring  with  him  !**  Delightful  re- 
fleftion !  Who  would  be  fa  unjuft  to  God,  and  fo 
unkind  to  himfelf,  as  to  part  with  it  ?  How  it  fmooths 
|he  rugged  path  of  life,  how  it  tempers  the  bitternefs 
of  afflidion,  how  it  diffipates  the  horrors  of  the  grave ! 
One  child  fleeps  in  the  di;ft,  the  diameter  of  the  globe 
fcparates  me  from  another,  but  the  word  of  life,  "  I 
AM  the  God  of  thy  feed,**  refcues  that  one  from  cor- 
ruption, and  puts  the  other  in  my  emlfrace.  Time 
dwindles  into  a  point,  the  earth  melts  away,  ^'  the 
trumpet  founds,-*  ^  the  dead  arijfe  incorruptible.** 
Behold  all  things  are  made  new  \  "  New  heavens 
and  a  new  earth,  wherein  dwelleth  righteoufnefs.** 
*'  Arife,  let  us  go  hence,'*  and  "  fit  dov/n  with 
Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  in  the  kingdom  of  God.** 

Hiftory 
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•Hiilory  of  Mofes. 


LECTURE      II. 

HEBREWS    xi,    24 — 27» 

By  faith  Mofes  ^  when  he  was  come  to  years  ^  refufed  to  be 
called  the  fon  of  Pharaoh'* s  daughter  ;  choqftng  rather 
to  fuffer  affiiBion  with  the  people  of  God  than  to  enjoy 
the  pleafures  of  fin  for  afeafon  ;  efieeming  the  reproach 
of  Chri/i  greater  riches  than  the  treafures  of  Egypt : 
'  for  he  had  refpe^l  unto  the  recompenfe  of  the  reward. 
By  faith  be  forfook  Egypt  ^  not  fearing  the  wrath  of  the 
king  :  for  he  endured  as  feeing  him  who  is  invijible. 


1  HE  hiftory  of  mankind  contains  many  a  lamenta- 
ble detail  of  tne  fad  reverfes  to  which  human  affairs 
?ire  liable ;  of  the  affluent,  by  unforefeen,  unavoida- 
ble calamity,  tumbled  into  indigence  ;  of  greatnefs  in 
eclipfe  ;  of  the  mighty  fallen  ;  of  princes  dethroned, 
banifhed,  put  to  death.  In  fome  inftances  of  this 
fort,  we  fee  the  unhappy  fufferers  making  a  virtue  of 
neceflity,  and  bearing  their  misfortunes  with  a  cer- 
tain degree  of  patience  and  magnanimity ;  but  in 
general,  fudden  and  great  diftrefs  cither  fours  or  de« 
preffes  the  fpirit,  and  men  fybmit  to  the  will  of  Prov- 
idence with  fo  ill  a  grace,  that  it  is  evident  they  are 
not  under  the  power  of  religion,  and  that  they  fleq 
not  for  confolation  to  the  profpefts  of  immortality. 
We  are  this  evening  to  contemplate  one  of  thole 
rare  exapiples  of  true  greatnefs  of  mind,  which  made 
a  voluntary  facrifice  of  the  moft  enviable  fituation, 
and  th^  moft  flattering  profpeds,  which  human  life 
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admits  of  ;  and  that  at  an  age  when  the  heart  is 
moft  devoted  to  the  purfuit  of  pleafure,  moft  fufcepti- 
ble  of  the  allurements  of  ambition.  It  is  the  Angu- 
lar inftance  of  Mofes,  the  prophet  and  legiflator  of  If- 
rael,  who,  brought  up  from  infancy  in  a  court,  in- 
truded in  all  the  learning  of  the  Egyptians,  treated 
as  the  heir  of  empire,  and  encouraged  to  afpife  to  all 
that  the  ^leart  naturally  covets,  and  that  Providence 
beftows,  on  the  moft  favoured  of  mankind ;  at  the 
age  of  forty  cheerfully  refigned  aH  thefe  advantages^ 
and  preferred  the  life  of  a  flave  with  his  brethren,  and 
of  a  fhepherd  in  the  land  of  Midian,  among  ftrangers, 
to  all  the  luxury  and  fplendour  belonging  to  the  fon 
of  Pharaoh's  daughter,  to  all  the  dazzling  hopes  of 
royalty  or  of  power  next  to  majefty. 

Scripture^  in  its  own  admirably  concife  method, 
difpatches  the  hiftory  of  this  great  man's  life,  from 
his  infancy  to  his Jortieth  year,  in  a  few  fliort  words, 
namely,  *'  and  Mofes  was  learned  in  all  the  wifdon:i  .of 
the  Egyptians^  and  was  mighty  in  words  and  in 
deeds  :  ***  as  not  deeming  information  concerning  at- 
tainments in  human  {icience,  or  feats  of  martial  prow- 
efs,  worthy  of  the  knowledge  of  pofterity,  compared 
to  ttie  triumphs  of  his  faith^  the  generous  workings 
of  his  public  fpirit,  and  the  noble  ardour  of  fervent 
piety. 

Philo  and  Jofephus,  however,  and  otb^r  Jewifh  writ- 
ers, have  taken  upon  them  to  fill  up  this  interval  of 
time,  by  a  fanciful,  fabulous,  unfupported  account  of 
the  earlier  years  of  Mofes ;  which  we  fhouJd  perhaps 
be  difpofed,  in  part,  to  retail  for  your  amufement,  if 
not  for  your  iuftruclion,  had  not  the  Spirjt  of  God 
fupplied  us  with  well  authenticated  memoirs  of  a  more 
advanced  period  of  his  life.  In  the  perufal  of  which, 
with  ferious  meditation  upon  them,  we  fliall,  I  truft, 
find  pleafure  and  profit  blended  together. 

Taking  infpiration  then  for  our  guide,  we  divide 
the  hiftory  of  Mofes 'into  three  periods  of  equal  dura- 
tion 
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tion  in  refpe£t  of  time,  namely  of  forty  years  each  ; 
but  very  different  in  refpeft  of  fituation,  notoriety  and 
importance.  The  firft,  and  of  which  the  bible  is  fi- 
lent,  or  fpeaks  but  a  lingle  word,  prefents  him  to  us 
a  ftudent  in  the  fchools  of  the  Egyptian  Magi,  one 
among  the  princes  in  the  court  of  Pharaoh,  a  poet, 
an  orator,  a  ftatefman,  a  general,  or  whatever  elfe 
imagination  pleafes  to  make  him.  Tfhe  fecond,  exhib- 
its an  humble  fhepherd,  teiidipg  the  flocks  of  Jethro 
his  father-in-law,  and  fulfilling  the^  duties  and  exem- 
plifying the  virtues  of  the  private'  citiz^a.  In  the 
third,  we  attend  the  footfteps  of  the  faviour  of  his 
nation,  the  leader  and  commander,  the  lawgiver  and 
judge  of  the  Ifrael  of  God  :  under  whom  that  chofen 
race  was  conduced  from  Egyptian  oppreflion,  to  the 
pofleffion  of  the  land  promifed  to  Abraham  and  to  his 
feed ;  the  inftrument  chofen,  raifed  up  and  employ- 
ed of  the  Divine  Providence,  to  execute  the  purpofes 
of  the  Almighty,  in  a  cafe  which  aflFefted  the  general 
interefts,  fpiritual  and  everlafting,  of  all  mankind. 

It  is  of  the  fecond  of  thefe  periods  we  are  now  to 
treat ;  and  though  our  materials  be  fmall  and  few,  if 
we  be  fo  happy  as  to  make  a  proper  ufe  of  them,  we 
(hall  find  that,  by  the  bleffing  of  God,  our  labour  has 
not  been  in  vain.  • 

In  Mofes,  then,  in  the  very  prime  and  vigour  of  his 
life,  Ave  fee  a  mind  uncorrupted  by  the  maxims  and 
manners  of  an  impious,  tyrannical,  idolatrous  court ; 
a  mind  not  intoxicated  by  royal  favour,  not  feduced 
by  the  allurements  of  ambition,  not  deadened  by  the 
uninterrupted  poflxsflion  of  profperity,  to  the  impref- 
fions  of  humanity  arid  compaflion.  And  what  prg^- 
ferved  him  ?  He  believed  in  God.  The  mind's  eye 
was  fixed  on  Him  who  is  invifible  to  the'  eye  of  fenfe. 
And  what  is  the  wifdom  of  Egypt  compared  to  this  ? 
It  was  a  land  of  aftronomers,  a  land  .of  warriors,  a 
land  of  artifts  ;  and  *the  improvement  which  Mofes 
made  in  every  liberal  art  and  fcience,  %ye  may  well 
fupppfe  was  equal  to  any,   the  firft,  of  the  age  and 
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nation  in  which  he  lived;  But  a  principle  infinitely 
fuperior  to  every  thing  human,  a  principle  not  taught 
in  the  fchools  of  the  philofophers,  a  principle  which 
carries  the  foul  where  it  refides,  beyond  the  limits  of 
this  little  world,  infpired  high  thoughts,  dieted  a  no- 
ble, manly,  generous  condud;. 

And  firft,  it  taught  him  to  defpife  and  to  rejed 
empty,  unavailing,  worldly  honours.  "  By  faith  Mo- 
fes,  when  he  was  come  to  years,  r^fufed  to  be  called 
the  fon  of  Pharaoh's  daughter."*  Ordinary  fpirits^ 
value  themfelves  on  rank  and  diftindion.  .  Ordinary 
men,  raifed  unexpedtedly  to  eminence,  ftrive  to  con- 
ceal and  to  forget  the  meannefs  of  their  extraftion  ; 
but  Mofes  would  rather  pafs  for  the  fon  of  a  poor, 
oppreffed  Ifraelite,  than  for  the  adopted  fon  and  heir 
of  the  oppreffing  tyrant's  daughter.  Putting  religion 
out  of  the  queftion,  true  magnanimity  will  feek  to  de* 
rive  confequence  from  itfelf,  not  from  parentage  or 
any  other  adventitious  circumftance ;  will  not  conlid- 
er  itfelf  as  ennobled  by  what  it  could  have  no  power 
over,  nor  debafed  by  what  has  in  its  own  nature  no 
fhame.  To  be  either  vain  of  one's  aftceftry,  or  afliam* 
ed  of  it,  is  equally  the  mark  of  a  grovelling  fpirit- 
Art  thou  highfly  defcended,  my  friend  ?  Let  high  birth 
infpire  high,  that  is,  worthy,  generous  fentiments. 
Beware  of  difgracing  reputable  defcent,  by  fordid,  vul- 
gar, vicious  behaviour.  Haft  thou  nothing  to  boaft 
of  in  refpeQ:  of  pedigree  ?  Strive  to  lay  the  foundation 
of  thine  own  nobility  :  convince  the  fools  of  the  world, 
that  goodnefs  is  true  greatnefs ;  that  a  catalogue  of 
living  virtues  is  much  more  honourable  than  a  long 
lift  of  departed  names.  Know  ye  not,  that  faith  makes 
every  one  who  lives  by  it  more  than  the  fon  of  a  king?  - 
For  the  fon  of  a  king  may  be  a  fool  or  a  profligate ; 
but  faith  makes  its  pofleflbr  a  fon  of  God,  that  is,  a 
wife  and  a  good  man  ;  and  by  it,  Mofes  was  more  no- 
ble in  the  wildernefs  of  Sinai,  than  in  the  imperial 
court  of  Pharaoh. 

As. 
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As  this  divilie  inftruflior  taught  him  to  undervalue 
and  to  refufe  empty  honours,  fo  it  infpired  him  with 
pity  to  his  afflifl:ed  brethreii.  "  And  it  came  to  pafs  in 
thofe  days,  when  Mofes  was  grown,  that  he  went  out 
unto  his  brethren,  and  looked  on  their  burdens  :  and 
he  fpied  an  Egyptian  fmiting  an  Hebrew,  one  of  hi$ 
brethren.*'  *  Eafe  and  affluence  generally  harden  the 
heart.  If  it  be  well  with  the  felfiih  man  himfelf,  he 
little  cares  what  others  endure.  But  religion  teaches 
another  leffon  :  "  Love  to  God  whom  we  have  not 
feen,*'  will  always  be  produftive  of  "  love  to  men 
whom  we  have  feen."  From  the  ropt  of  faith  many 
kindred  ilems  fpring  up ;  and  all  bring  forth  fruit. 
There,  arifes  the  ftately  plant  of  heavenly  mindednefs, 
producing  the  golden  apples  of  felf-government,  felf- 
denial,  and  contempt  of  the  world ;  and  clofe  by  its 
fide,  and  fheltered  by  its  branches,  gentle  fympathy 
expands  its  bloflbms  and  breathes  its  perfumes  ;  con* 
folation  to  the  afflifted,  and  relief  to  the  miferable. 

The  progrefs  of  compaffion,  in  Mofes,  is  defcribed 
with  wonderful  delicacy  and  judgment.  Firft,  he 
foregoes  the  pleafures  of  a  court.  Unable  to  relilh  a 
folit^iry,  felfifh  gratification,  while  he  refleded  that 
his  neareft  and  deareft  relations  were  eating  the  bread 
and  drinking  the  water  of  affliction,  he  goes  out  to 
look  upon  their  mifery,  and  tries  by  kind  looks  and 
words  of  love,  to  foothe  their  woes.  Unable  to  alle- 
viate, much  lefs  to  remove  their  anguifli,  he  is  deter- 
mined at  lead  to  be  a  partaker  of  it ;  and  fince  he 
cannot  raife  them  to  the  enjoyment  of  his  liberty  and 
eiife,  he  voluntarily  takes  a  fliare  of  their  bondage  and 
'  opprellion.  There  is  fomething  wonderfully  pleafing 
to  a  foul  in  trouble,  to  fee  one  who  might  have  ihun- 
ned  it,  and  have  turned  away  from  the  fufferer,  out 
of  pure  love  drinking  from  the  fame  bitter  cup,  and 
fubmitting  to  the  fame  calamity.  At  length  an  .hon- 
eft  zeal  breaks  forth,  and  overleaps  the  bounds  of 
patience  and  difcretion.     Seeing  a  *  brutal  Egyptian 
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fmiting  an  Hebrew,  incapable  of  fupprefling  his  in- 
dignation, he  aflaults  the  oppreflbr,  and  puts  him  to 
death.  ''  Mofes  was  meekT  above  all  the  men  of  the 
earth."  But  ^  furely  oppreflion  maketh  a  wife  man 
mad.'*  This  we  allege  as  an  apology  for  the  con- 
dufl:  of  Mofes,  not  a  vindication  of  it ;  for  we  pre- 
tend not  to  fay  it  was  in  all  refpefts  juftifiable/  But 
it  is  one  of  thofe  Angular  cafes  to  which  common 
-rules  will  not  apply. 

The  day  after,  he  had  the  mortification  of  feeing 
two  Hebrews  ftriving  together.  Unhappy  men  !  as 
if  they  had  not  enemies  enough*  in  their  common, 
cruel  tafk-mafters ;  as  if  condemnation  to  labour  in 
making  bricks  without  fome  of  the  neceffary  materi- 
als, could  not  find  employment  for  their  moft  vigor* 
cus  efforts  ;  as  if  an  edift  to  deftroy  all  their  male 
children  from  their  birth,  had  not  been  fufficient  to 
fill  up  the  meafure  of  their  woe  ;  they  pour  hatred 
and  flrife  into  the  bowl,  already  furcharged  with 
wormwood  and  gall.  Wretched  fons  of  men !  eter- 
nally arraigning  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  Provi- 
dence ;.  eternally  complaining  of  the  hardfhips  of 
their  lot ;  and  eternally  fwelling  the  catalogue  of 
their  miferies,  .by  their  own  perverfenefs  and  folly ; 
adding  vinegar  to  nitre,  and  then  wondering  how 
their  diftrefles  came  to  be  fo  great !  Mofes  reproved 
the  offending  Egyptian  by  a  blow,  and  a  mortal  one ; 
he  tries  to  gain  an  offending  brother  by  meeknefs  and 
gentlenefs  ;  he  makes  reafon  and  humanity  fpeak ;  but 
they  fpeak  in  vain  ;  for  the  fame  fpirit  that  leads 
men  to  commit  cruelty  or  injuftice,  leads  them  alfo 
to  vindicate  and  fupport  their  ill  condu-ft.  "  And 
he  fard  to  him  that  did  the  wrong,  Wherefore  fmit- 
cfl:  thou  thy  fellow  ?  And  he  faid,  Who  made  thee 
a  prince  and  a  judge  over  us  :  intendeft  thou  to  kill 
me,  as  thou  killedfl:  the  Eg^'^plian  ?"*  From  this, 
Mofes  difcovered  that  the  rafli  adion  which  he  had  ' 
committed  the  day  belbre,  was  publickly  known  and 
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/  talked  of,  and  might  prove  fetal  to  him,  unlefs  he  in- 
ftantly  fled  from  the  danger.  The  affair  had  reached 
the  ears  of  Pharaoh,  who,  it  wou^ld  appear,  wanted 
only  a  decent  pretence  to  rid  himfelf  of  a  man  of 
whom  all  Egypt  was  jealous.  He  hurries  away  there- 
fore out  of  the  territories  of  the  king  of  Egypt,  into 
that  part  of  Arabia  which  is  called  Petrea,  from  its 
mountainous  or  rocky  afped ;  and  by  a  fineular  con- 
currence of  providential  circumftances,  is  flopped  at 
a  city  of  that  coimtry  called  Midian,  and  is  induced 
to  remain  there  for  many  years. 

There  lived  in  this  city  a  perfpii-  of  diftinguifhed 
rank  and  ftationj  but  whether  poffeffed  of  a  facred 
or  a  civil  charafter,  the  ambiguity  of  the  term  in 
the  holy  language  permits  us  not  \o  determine  ; 
and  the  fcripture  leaves  us  totally  uncertain  wheth- 
er he  were  a  prieft  or  a  prince  of  Midian.  But 
we  are  left  in  no  doubt  Tefpedking  his  moral  and  in- 
telle&ual  qualifications  ;  ahd  we  Ihall  have  no  reafoA 
to  be  difpleafed  at  finding  the  hiftory  of  Mofes  blend- 
ed with  that  of  fo  fenfible  and  fo  good  a  man  as  Jeth- 
ro,  or  Raguel,  tUrns  out  to  be.  Whatever  his  dig- 
nity was,  the  facerdotal  or  royal,  we  find  his  daugh- 
ters trained  up  in., all  the  fimplicity  of  thofe  early 
times ;  following  jfhe  humble,  harmlefs  profeflion  of 
ihepherdeffes.  Wife  is  that  father,  kind  and  juft  to 
his  childaten,  who,  whatever  his  ftation,  poffeflions  or 
profp^dts  iftay  be,  brings  up  his  fons  and  his  daughters 
to  fome  virtuous  and  ufeful  employment  \  for  idlenefs 
is  not  more  odious,  diihonourable  and  contemptible, 

.  than  it  is  inimical  to   happinefs,  and  irreconcileable 
to  inward  peace. 

Mofes,  being  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mid- 
ian, weary  and  faint  with  a  long  journey,  through  a 
barren  and  unhofpitable  country,  fits  down  by  a  well 
of  water  to  reft  and  refrefli  himfelf.  And,  as  a  good 
man's  footfteps  are  all  ordered  of  the  Lord,  Proti^ 
dence  fends  him  thither  juft  at  the  moment,  to  fuc- 
cour  the  daughters  of  Raguel  from  the  violence  of 
Vol.  III.  C  fome 
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ibme  of  their  heighbcrurs.  |^  thofe  coimtties,  the 
precious  fluid  beftowed  upon  us  in  fuch  boundlefs 
profiifion,  being  d^penfed  as  it  were  in  drops,  became 
an  obje£):  of  define  and  a  ground  of  contention.  The 
daughters  of  Jethro,  fenfiblc  of  their  inferiority  in 
point  of  flrength,  endeavour  to  fupply  it  by  diligence 
and  addrefs.  They  arrive  at  the  veil,  before  theiir 
rival  ihepherds,  and  are  preparing  with  all  poifible 
difpatch  to  water  their  flocks,  when  behold  they  are 
overtaken  by  thefe  brutals,  who  ruddy  drive  ^them 
and  their  flocks  away,  and  cruelly  attempt  to  convert 
the  fruits  of  theii  labour  to  their  own  ufe*  Mofes 
pofiefling  at  once  fenfibility,  courage  aitd  force,  takes  ' 
part  with  the  injured,  and  a£Ford$  them  effedlual  fup« 
port  againft  th£r  oppreflbrs.  An  helplefs,  timid  fe- 
male, aflaulted  and  infulted,,is  an  objed  of  peculiar 
concern  to  a  brave  and  generous  fpirit ;  and  for  this 
reafon,  courage  and  intrepidity  are  qualities  in  men,  . 
held  in  ^egt  and  juft  eftimation  Uy  the  female  £ex» 
If  the  heroic  behaviour  of  Mofes  merit  approbation 
and  refpe^l,  the  modeft  referve  of  the  virgm  daugh- 
ters of  Raguel  is  equally  amiable  and  praife-worthy.  . 
It  does  not  appear  that  they  folicited  proteftion,  but 
modeflly  received.it ;  they  look  their  thanks  rather 
than  utter  them  ;  and  they  deem  it  more  fuitable  to 
their  fex  and  charader  to  appear  ungrateful  to  a  gen- 
erous flranger,  than  to  offend  him  by  forwardneft 
and  indelicacy.  '  They  haften  home  to  th%ir  father, 
who,  furprifed  at  the  earlinefs  of  their  return,  inquires 
into  the  caufe  of  it.  Happy,  Ldoubt  not,  to  celebrate 
the  praifes  of  a  man  whofe  appearance  and  behaviour 
muft  have  made  a  deep  impreflion  upon  them,  they 
relate  the  adventure  of  the  morning ;  and  Raguel, 
ftruck  with  the  magnanimity,  gallantry  and  fpirit  of 
this  ftranger's  conduft,  eagerly  inquires  after  him, 
fends  to  find  him  out,  incites  him  to  his  houfe  and 
table,  and  endeavours  to  exprefs  that  gratitude,  which 
the  young  women  could  not,  by  every  effort  of  kind- 
nefs  and  hofpitality. 

Minds 


Minds  fo  ^/f^  aSbrted  as  thofe  of  Moi)^  azu}  Jetl^* 
ro^  and  attracted  to  each  other  by  mutual  a&s  of  be<« 
neficence,  would  eaiily  aflimilat^  and  unite  in  friend** 
fiiip.  And  the  pleafing  recoUedion  of  protedion 
given  and  received,  the  natural  fenlibility  ot  a  feniale 
mind  to  perfonal  accomplifhments,  but  more  efpecially 
to  generofity  and  courage,  on  the  one  hand  ;  and  the 
irrefiilible  charm  of  feminine  beauty  and  modeily  to  a 
m.  nly^heart,  on  the  other,  would  fpeedily  and  iofen- 
fibiy,  between  Mofes,  afid  fome  one  of  the  prieft  of 
Median's  fair  daughters,  ripen  into  love.  What  fol- 
lows, therefore,  is  all  in  the  courfe  of  honeft  nature, 
which  never  fwerves  from  her  purpofe,  never  fails  to 
accomplifli  her  end.  But  it  was  Providence  that  fur* 
nifhed  the  field  and  the  inflrument^  with  which  na* 
ture  fhould  work.  That  Providence  which  (aved  him 
forty  years  before  from  perifliing  in  the  Nile ;  that 
Providence  which  delivered  him  fo  lately  from  the 
hands  of  an  inceijfed  king ;  the  fame  Providence  now> 
by  a  concourfe  of  circumftances  equally  beyond  the  - 
reach  of  human  power  or  forefight,  fixes  the  bounds 
of  his  habitation,  forms  for  him  the  moft  important 
connexion  of  human  life ;  and  for  another  fpace  of 
forty  years  makes  him  forget  the  tumultuous  pleaf- 
ures  of  a  court,  ill  the  more  calm  and  rational  delights 
of  difinterefted  friendfhip,  virtuous  affedion,  and  heav- 
enly'contemplation. 

It  was  in  this  delicious  retreat,  that  the  man  of  God 
is  fuppofed  to  have  compofed,  by  divine  infpiration^ 
and  to  have  committed  to  writing,  that  moll  ancient, 
moft  elegant,  and  moft  inftruftive  of  all  books  }  which 
contains  the  hiftory  of  the  world,  from  the  creation 
down  to  his  own  times:  a  period  which  no  other 
writer  has  prefumed  to  touch  upon  ;  holy  ground 
which  none  but  the  foot  of  God  himfelf  has  dared  to 
tread.  Here  alfo,  and  at  this  time,  as  it  is  conjeftured 
by  interpreters,  he  wrotfe  that  beautifully  poetical, 
moral  and  hiftorical  work,  the  book  of  Job  :  which, 
for  fublimity  of  thought,  force  of  e;3Epreflion,  juftnels 
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of  fentimeht,  ftrength  of  reafoning,  and  variety  of 
ftiatter.5  holds  a  diftinguiflied  place  in  the  facred  code. 
If  from  the  fchools  of  the  Magi  he  drew  fuch  ftores 
of  wifdom  and  eloquence,  high  mud  our  ideas  rife  of 
thofe  noble  feminaries  of  learning.'  But  Mofes  derive 
ed  his  wonderful  accomplifhments  from  a  much  high- 
er fource,  even  from  the  everlafting  Spring  of  all 
knowledge,  even  from  Him  who  made  the  heavens 
igind  the  earth,  and  caufcd  the  light  to  arife  j  even 
from  Him  who  can  make  the  defert  of  Horeb  a  fchool 
of  WISDOM,  and  the  fimple  to  be  wifer  than  all  his 
teachers.  Here,  alfo,  he  has  the  felicity  of  becoming 
a  father ;  and,  even  in  Midian,  God  builds  up  one  of 
the  families  of  Ifrael. 

And  now  at  laft  the  time  to  favour  thai  defpifcd, 
oppreffed  nation  was  come.  Egypt  had  changed  its 
fovereign  in  the  mean  time,  but  the  feed  of  Jacob 
had  felt  no  mitigation  of  their  diftrefs.  Every 
change  which  they  have  undergone  is  only  from  evil 
to  worfe.  Mofes  was  now  arrived  at  his  eightieth 
year,  but  remained  ift  th^  full  vigour  of  his  bodily 
ftrength,  and  of  his  mental  powers.  Erring,  reafonkig^ 
cavilling  man  will  be  afcing.  Why  was  the  employment 
of  Mofes  in  fo  important  a  fervice  fo  long  delayed  ? 
Wherefore  bury  fuch  talents  for  fuch  a  fpacc  of  time  in 
the  inglorious  life  of  an  obfcure  fliepherd  ?  Where- 
fore call  a  man  at  fo  late  a  period  of  life,  in  the  even- 
ing of  his  day,  in  the  decline  of  his  faculties,  to  a  fer- 
vice that  required  aU  the  fervour,  intrepidity  and  ex- 
ertion of  youth  ?  To  all  which  we  anfwer  in  the  words 
of  our  Saviour  on  a  well-known  occafion,  "  It  is  not 
for  you  to  know  the  times  or  the  feafons  which  the 
Father  hath  put  in  his  own  power.*'  Man  is  perpet- 
ually in  a  hurry,  and  often  haftens  forward  without 
making  progrefs ;  but  "  he  that  -believeth  fliall  not 
make  haftp.'*  God,  the  father  of  believers,  advances 
to  his  end  not  in  a  vehement  and  hurried  ftep,  but  in 
a  folemn,  fteady,  majeftic  pace  ;  his  progrefs,  which 
.  we  may  in  our  folly  account,  flow,  in  the  ifTue  proves 

to 


^  to .  have  been  the  mod  expeditious ;  and  the  courfe 
which  human  ignorance  may  condemn  as  irregular 
and  circuitous,  will  be  found  in  the  jend  the  fhorteft 
and  the  fureft. 

The  coui-fc  of  the  hiftory  theii  has  brought  us  to  that 
important^  eyentfnl  hour,  wji^  the  Ihepher.d.of  Midi- 
anp.lrained  up-ifi^retlxepent  and  qoritemplationV'  anci 
converfe  vrithjCrpfi, v^ai  to  fliake  ofi!  his  j^fguife," .and 
liand.  confelTecl  the  i^ipifer  of  the  nsTdft  high  God,  the 
king  in  Jefhurun,  tbe/cp4rge.Qf  Etypt,  the  deliyerer 
of  lifraeU  As  the  coimmffioh  which  was  given  him  jo 
execute,  andl.tbe  (fation  affigned  to  him,  were,  afto*^ 
gether  Angular  and  uiixuDmmpn,  we  are  not  to  be  jijr- 
prifed  if  ihefeal  and  fignature  afiixQd'to  that  comiriir; 
(ion,,  and  the. powers  beftowed*  fpr'the  •faithTul  |ind 
effeftual  execution  ofit,  fhould  likewife  be  out  of  .the 
xifual. courfe  of  things,  and  fiiould imnounoe  the  powe^ 
and  autlnprity  qf  Him  who  ^^ant^d.  it. .  But  as  this 
inerits  a  principal' place  m  the  .cWrfe' of  thefe!  ,ei;^r- 
jglf^,  we  fhi^l  !iR^p,l;.ico|nprefs  it  Mto  the.  conclufibn  6ti 
texture  J.  hoping,. tojougli  the  help  pt  Cod,  to  tefum^ 
aiid^^continue  ,^^^^^  '•'  ':  ...  .^ 

'Such  was  ,Wo^,,cf ^BJ J?^^  ^^j^  ^^^^f 

during  the  two  fifft' great  penoffs^oT  his  life/ ^  But  a 

greater  than  lVJp.%^  is  here,  even^H^.**  the  latchet  of 

whofe  fhoes  Mofes  is  unworthy '  to  rtoop  down  and 

tmloofe ;"  to  whom  Mofes  and  Elias,  on  the  mount  of 

transfiguration,  brought  all  their  glory  and  honour, 

and  laid  them  at  his  feet ! 

Mofes  **  refufed  to  be  called  the  fon  of  Pharaoh's 
daughter  ;'*  and  Jefus  difdained  not  to  be  called  "  the 
fon  of  the  carpenter/'  Supreme,  all  divine  though 
He  was,  yet  he  declined  not  the  fociety  of  the  pooreft, 
meaneft,  moft  afflifted  of  mankind  ! 

Was  the  humiliation  of  Mofes  cheerful  and  volun- 
tary, not  forcibly  obtruded  upon  him,  but  fought  out 
and  fubmitted  to  ?  Chrift,  though  "  in  the  form  of 
God,  and  thought  it  not  robbery  to  be  equal  with 
God,  yet  made  himfelf  of  no  reputation^  and  took 
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upon  him  the  form  of  a  fervant."  Was  fympathy  a 
leading  feature  in  the  charafter  of  Mofes  ?  Jcfus  "  hath 
not  defpifed  nor  abhorred  the  affliftion  of  the  affli^- 
ed,  neither  hath  he  hid  his  face  from  him,  but  when 
he  cried  unto  him  he  heard/'*  "  In  all  their  aflHic- 
tion  he  was  afffifted,  and  the  angel  of  his  prefence 
faved  them ;  in  his  love  and  in  his  pity  he  redeemed 
them,  and  he  bare  them,  and  carried  them  all  the  days 
of  old."t  Did  Mofes,  through  the  vale  of  obfcurity, 
arrive  at  the  fummit  of  glory  i  Of  Chrift  it  is  faid,  as 
following  up  the  fcene  of  his  humiliation,  **  Wherefore 
Cod  aifo  hath  highly  exalted  him,  and  given  him  a 
name  which  is  above  every  nanie  :  that  at  the  name 
of  Jesus  every  knee  fliould  bow,  of  things  in  heaven, 
and  thin'gs  in  earth,  and  things  under  the  earth  :  and 
that  every  tongue  fliould  confefs  that  Jefus  Chrift  is 
ipLord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father.*'  But  the 
time  would  fail  to  point  out  every,  mark  of  refcm- 
blance.  Chrift  deriv^  no  glory  from  fimilitude  to 
Mofes,  but  all  the  glory  of  Mofes  flows  from  his  typ- 
ifying Chrift  the  Lord,  in  whom  "  all  the  proinifes  are 
yea  and  amen,"  and  who  "  is  the  end  of  the  law  for 

rlghteoulhefs  to  every  one  that  believeth." 

«...  « 
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LECTURE      III. 

EXODUS   iil.     X'Z,  14. 

^;^rf  Mo/es  faid  wftto  God^  Behold^  when  I  a)me  unto  the 
children  of  Ifrael^  and  jhall  fay  unto  them^  TheGoidhf 
'  your  fathers  hath  fent  me  unto  you  ;  and  they  Jhall  fay 
-    to  me  J  What  is  his  name  ?  What  Jhall  If  ay  unto  them  ? 
.And  God  faid  urao  Mafes^  I  AM  THAT  I  AM  :^ 
And  he  faid ^  Thus  Jhalt  thou  fay  u7tto  the  children  o^m 

Ifrael^  I  AM  htuhfent  me  unto  you,  ' .    .  ^ 

...  ^^.      .  -  ■  » 

X  HE  objefts  prefented  to  us  in  the  comtn^rce  of  the 
world  have  a  relative  greatnefs,  but  thofe  with  which 
We  converfe  in  folitude  and  retirement  poffefs  a  real 
grandeur  and  magnMcence.  A  vaft  city,  a  numerous 
and  welUdifciplined  army,  a  proud  navy,  a  fpkndld 
court,  and  the  like,  dazzle  the  eyes  of  a  ftranger,  and  . 
produce  a  tranfient  wonder  and  delight.  But  a  littfe 
acquaintance  diffolves  the  charm  ;  the  dimenfions  of 
created  greatnefs  j^eedily  contract,  the  glory  depart^, 
and  what  once  filled  us  with  aftonifhment  is- regarded 
with  calm  indifierence,  perhaps  with  difguft.  The 
eye,  almoft  with  a  fingle  glance,  reaches  the  end  of 
human  perfeftion,  and  inftantly  turjns  from  what  it 
has  fecn,  in  fearch  of  fomething  yet  undifcwered, 
ftriving  to  find  m  novelty  and  variety  a  compehfatioi^ 
for  th€  poverty,  litrienefs,  nothingnefs  of  the  creature. 
But  when  We  withdraw  from  the  haunts  of  men,  and 
cither  retire  within  ourfelves  or  fend  our  thoughts 
abroad  to  contemplate  Gocf  and  hia  works,  we  meet  a 
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height  and  a  depth  which  the  line  of  finite  under- 
(landing  canqpt  fathom  ;  we  expatiate  in  a  region' 
which  ftill  dOclofes  new  fcenes  of  wonder ;  we  feel 
ourfelves  at  once  invited  and  checked,  attraded  and 
repelled ;  we  behold  much  that  we  can  comprehend' 
and  explain,  but  much  more  that  pafleth  knowledge  ; 
we  find  ourfelves,  Hke  Mofes  at  the  bufli,  upon  "  holy- 
ground,'*  and  the  fame  wonderful  fight  is  exhibited 
to  our  view — ^^  JEHOVAH  !*'  in  a  flame  of  fire  ! 
*^  whofe  light  irradiates  and  encourages  our  approach  ; 
but  whofe  fervent  heat  arrefls  our  fpeed,  and  remands 
us  to  our  proper  diflance. 

That  great  man  had  now  pafTed  the  fecond  great 
perjod  of  his  life  in  the  humble  flation  of  a  fhepherd, 
and  the  fhepherd  too  of  another  man's  flock.    He  had 
quitted  the  enchanted  regions  of  high  life,  not  only 
without  regret,  but  with  joy ;  not  impelled  by  fpleen, 
||fe|»not  foured  by  difappointment  j  but  filled  with  a  noble 
difdain  for  empty  honours,  with  generous  fympathy 
towards   his   affliftecL  brethren,  animated  by  exalt- 
.  ed  piety  which  fettlea  on  an  invifible  God,  and  in- 
fpired  with  a  foul  which  looked  at  pomp  with ,  con- 
tempt, and  on  obfcurity  with  acquiefcence  ^nd  defire. 
It  was  in  this  calm  retreat  that  he  cultivated  thofe 
•qualities,  which  proved  more,  favourable  to  the  de- 
•figns  of  Providence  than  all  the  learning  which  he 
had  acquired  in  Egypt. 

At  the  age  of  eighty  the  race  of  glory  is  at  an  enti 
with  moft  men ;  nay,  the  drama  of  life  concludes 
with  the  generality  long  before  that,  period  arrives. 
But  the  fame,  aftivity  and  ufefulnefs  of  Mofes  com- 
menced not  till  then  ;  for  as  it  is  never  too  early,  fo 
it  is  never  too  late  to  ferve  God  and  to  do  good  to 
men  ;  and  true  wifdom  confifts  in  waiting  for  and  fol- 
lowing the  call  of  Heaven,  not  in  anticipating  and  out- 
running it.  Abraham  was  turned  out  a  wanderer  and 
an  exile  at  feventy-five.  And  Mofes  at  fqur-fcore  was 
fent  upon  an  enterprife,  which  it  required  much  cour- 
age to  undertake,  much  "vigour  to  condu^  and  fup- 

port. 
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port^»  ^d  a  great  length  of  time  to  execute.     But  be- 

'iore  the  divine  mandate  every,  mountaki  of  diiEculty 

iihksi  .^^  every  valley  is,  exalted,  the  crooked  becomes 

ftraight,  and  the  rough  plaeqs. plain/'     Abraham,  Wt 

:  the.  head  of .  a  handful  of  feryants^  fubdues  five  vido- 

srious  kings^  with  their  armies :  Sarahi  at  ninety,  bears 

2,  fon  j.a^d  Mofes,  ^t  eighty,  with  afimpte  rod  in  his 

hand,  advances  to  fuccp^r.  Ifrael,  and  tD  cruJtti  the 

power  of  Egypt.       »  .  .  ^ 

The  folemnity  with  which  the  commiffion  w^s  giv- 
en fuited  th€  dignity  and  importance  of  the  undertak- 
ing.    The  whole  was  of  God,  and  he  does  every 
•thing  in  a  maiSier  worthy  of  himfelf.     While  Mofes 
was  employed  in  the  innocent  cares  and  labours  of 
.  his  lowly  ftation  ;  and  faithful  attention  to  the  duties 
. of  our  feveral  ftation$  is. the  heft  preparation  for  the 
^  vifit^  of  the  Almighty  ;  'a  very  unufual  and  unac-  . . 
countable  appearance  prefented  itfelf  to  his  eyes.     A 
bufh  wholly  involved  in  flames,  yet  continuing  un- 
.  changed,    undiminifhed,    uncoilfumed    by .  the  fire. 
-Whether  nature  preferves  her  fteady  tenor,  or  fuffers 
an  alteration  or  fufpetifipn  of  the  laws  by  which  fhe 
is  ufually  governed,  th^s  finger  of  God  is  equally  vifi- 
ble  in  both  ;   for,  what  power,  fave  that  'which  is  di- 
vine, could  have  eftabJiftxed  ,and  can  maii^tain  the  or- 
der and  harmony  of  the  uniye;rfe  ?   And  what  power 
ftiort  of  Omnipotence  Cain  bi-^k  in  upon  that  order  ; 
can  mak^;:t^e  fun  to  ftand  ftill,  or  its  fhadow  return 
back  to  the  meridian  after  it  had  declined  ; ,  can  leave 
to  fite  it?  jlljjminatlng,  but. withdraw  its  devouring 
quailty  ;    and  reader  grtificiail  fire,  fuch  as  that  of 
Nebuchadnezzar's  furnace,  harmlefs  to  the  three  chil- 
dren of  the  captivity,  bvit  fafal  to  the  minift^ifs  of  the 
jking  of  Babylon  ?   Were  our  hearts  right  with  God, 
fniraculous  interpofitiqn$.  v/ould  be  unnec-effary  ;   eve- 
ry crea^ufe,  every  event  jhould  promote  out  acquaint- 
ance with  our  Maker.     Aud  fuch  is  the  condefcen- 
fion  of  the  Moft  High,  that  he  vouchfafes  to^cure  our 
ignorance,  inattention  or  unbelief,  by  making  the 
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mighty  fadrifice  of  that  ftated  courfe  of  things,  which 
his  wifdom  fettled  at  firft,  and  which  his  power  con- 
tinues to  fupport.  Rather  than  man  fhall  remain  un- 
changed, unredeemed,  the  great  fyftem  ci  nature  fhall 
undergo  alteration  ;  fire  ihall  ceafe  to  burn,  the  Nile 
fhall  run  blood  inftead  of  water,  the  fun  forget  to 
fhine  for  three  days  together  ;  the  eternal  uncreated 
Word  fhall  become  flem,  and  the  fountain  of  life  to 
all,  fhall  expire  in  death. 

It  required  not  the  fagacity  of  a  Mofes  to  difcover, 
that  there  was  fomething  extraordinary  here.  But 
miftaking  it  at  firft  for  merely  an  unufual,  natural 
appearance,  whofe  caufe,  by  a  clofer  inveftigation,  he 
might  be  able  to  difcover,  he  is  preparing  by  nearer  , 
obfervation  to  fatisfy  his  curiofity  ;  when  \o !  to  his 
ftill  greater  aftonifhment,  the  bufh  becomes  yotal  as 
well  as  brilliant,  and  he  hears  his  own  name  diflin£tly 
and  repeatedly  called,  out  of  the  midft  of  the  flatne. 
Curiofity  and  wonder  are  now  checked  by  a  more 
powerful  principle  than  either.  Terror  thrills  in  ev- 
ery vain,  and  arrefts  his  trembling  fteps.  How  dread- 
ful mufl  the  vifitations  of  God's  anger  be  to  his  ene- 
mies, if  to  his  befl  beloved  children,  the  intimations 
of  his  goodnefs,  clothed  in  any  thing  like  fenfible  glo- 
ry, be  f6  awful  and  overwhelming  ?  When  I  meet 
thee,  O  my  God,  ftripped  of  this  veil  of  flefh,  may  I 
find  thee  a  pure,  a  genial  and  lambent  flame  of  loving- 
kindnefs,  not  a  confuming  fire  of  wrath  and  venge- 
ance ! 

Mofes  inftantly  comprehends  that  the  Lord  was 
there  ;  or,  if  he  could  for  a  moment  have  doubted 
who  it  was  that  talked  with  him,  in  a  moment  his 
doubt  muft  have  been  removed  by  the  continuation 
of  the  voice  of  Him  who  fpake.  We  find  here,  as  in  ».  ** 
many  other  places  of  the  Old  Teftament,  the  fame  per-  "; 

fon  who  is  flyled,  in  the  courfe  of  the  narration,  the 
*'  Angel  of  the  Lord,"  ftyling  himfelf  Jehovah  and 
God  ;  exereifing  divine  prerogatives,  manifefting  di- 
vine perfeftions,  and  claiming  the  homage  which  is 

due 
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due  to  Deity  alone.  The  perfon  therefore,  thus  de* 
fcribed,  can  be  none  other  than  the  uncreated  *^  An. 
gel  of  the  covenant,"  who  •'  at  fundry  times,  and  in 
divers  manners,"  in  maturing  the  work  of  redemp- 
ti6n,  affumed  a  fenfible  appearance  ;  and  at  length, 
in  the  fulnefs  of  time,  united  his  divine  nature  to  ours, 
and  dwelt  among  men,  and  made  them  **  to  behold 
his  glory,  as  the  glory  of  the  only  begotten  of  the  Fa. 
ther,  full  of  grace  and  truth." 

Every  thing  here  is  Angular,  and  every  thing  in- 
ftruftive.  The  firft  interview  between  God  and  Mo- 
fes  infpires  terror  ;  but  the  fpirit  of  bondage  gradually 
dies  away,  and  refines  into  the  fpirit  of  adoption  and 
love.  Acquaintance  begets  confidence,  ''^  perfeQ:  love 
cafteth  out  fear ;"  and  the  man  who  fpake  to  God 
with  trembling  in  Horeb,  by  and  by  becomes  ftrength- 
cned  to  endure  his  prefenc^  forty  days  and  nights 
together,  in  Sinai.  *'  Enduring,  as  feeing  Him  who  is 
invifible,*^  he  "  defpifed  the  wrath  of  an  earthly  king/* 
When  he  comes  to  the  knowledge  of  that  feme  God, 
by  the  feeing  of  the  eye  and  the  hearing  of  the  ear, 
he  *^  exceedingly  fears  and  quakes  ;  abhors  himfelf, 
and  lies  low  in  duft  ajad  aflies."  But,  following  on 
to  know  the  Lord,  he  comes  at  length  to*  converfc 
with  Him,  as  a  man  with  his  friend.  '*  Acquaint  thy- 
felf  then  with  him,  and  be  at  peace,  thereby  good  fhall 
come  unto  thee."  Miferable  beyond  expreffion,  be. 
yond  thought  are  they,  whofe  acquaintance  with  God 
has  to  begm  at  death  j  who  having  lived  without  a 
gracious,  merciful,  long-fuffering  God  in  the  world, 
find  they  muft,  by  a  dreadful  neceffity,  fall  into  the 
hands  of  a  negleSed,  forgotten,  righteous,  incenfed 
God,  when  they  leave  \\.i 

The  appearance  of  Jehovah  in  the  bufli  was  not  on- 
ly preternatural,  but  emblematical  %  it  not  only  fanc- 
tioned  the  commiffion  given  to  Mofes  by  the  feal  of 
Deity,  but  exhibited  a  lively  r eprefentation  of  the  ftate 
of  his  church  and  people  in  Egypt  ;  oppreffed,  but 
not  cruflied,  brought  low,  but  not  deferted  of  Heaven, 

in 
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in  the  midft  of  flsimes,  bat  not  confumed.  And  it  is 
a  ftriking  emblem  of  the  church  of  God  in  the  world, 
to  the  end  of  time ;  "  troubled  on  every  fide,  yet  not 
-diftreffed^  perplexed,  but  not  in  defpair,  perfecuted^ 
Jbut  not  forfaken,  cafl  down,  but  not  dellroyed." 

The. fame  voice  which  folicited  intercourfe  with 
Mofes,  which  tendered  friendfbip,  which  encouraged 
.hope,  fets  a  fence  about  the  divine  Majefty  ;  it  re- 
minds him  of  his  diftance,  of  his  impurity  ;  it  forbid* 
xalhnefs,  prefumption,  familiarity.  In  veneration  of 
i:he  fpot  which  God  had  honoured  with  his  fpecial  prefV 
«nce,  he  is  commanded  to  "  put  off  his  ftioes  from  off 
his  feet  :*'  a  mandate,  which  by  an  image  natural  and 
obvious,  enjoins  the  drawing  near  to  God  in  holy 
places,  and  in  facred  fervices,  with  ferioufnefs,  atten^ 
don  and  reverence ;  diverted  of  that  impurity  which 
jndh  n^ccffariiy  contract,  by  coming  into  frequent 
contaft  with  the  world,  Aftd  liireiy,  k  is  owing  to 
the  want  of  a  due  fenfe  of  .the  naajefty  of .  God  upon 
our  fpirits,  that  his  houfe  is  profaned  and  bis  fervice 
ynarred  by  levity,  carelefsnefs  and  inattention.  DicJ 
we  ferioufly  confider  that  the  place  where  we  Aand  is 
.*'  holy  gouiid,"  that  the  wor||^  which  we  fpeafc  land 
hear  is  "  not  the  word  of  i^n,  but  of  the  living 
God/*  could  one  fliort  hour^s  attendance  betray  us 
into  flumber  ?  Could  the  little  jealoufies  and.ftrife  of 
a  bafeivorld  intrude  into  a  worfhipping  heart  ?  -Could 
the  eye  find  leifure  to  wander , upon  the  drefs  and  ap- 
pearance of  another  ?  Durft  alcornful  leer  or  fimper- 
ing  countenance  communicate  from  one  vaiti,  fil^ly,  ir- 
reverent fpirit  to  anatlT(gr,  the  priv^e  fneer.and  cen- 
fhfe  ?  Would  there  be  .a  contention  for  place  and 
pre-eminence  ?  Now,  furery,.Gbd  is  as  iveally,  tHpugh 
jefs  fenfiblV}  in  this  place,  as  he  was  in  tne  bii'fii  at 
Iloreb  :  and  thoi^gh  we  feehini  not,  hi^  ey^s  arc  con- 
tinually upon  us,  and -he  will  bring  every,  thing,  into 
judgment.  Q  Lord,  opf n  thoii  our  eyes,  ih^t^we  may 
-behold  Thee,  and  every  other  objeQ:  Ihall  inlliintly 

dilkppear,.  .  .  :.      .\  _  •'..,' 

The 


thdr  intrinfic  force  and  importance,  derive  a  peculiar 
energy  and  value  to  the  chriftian  world,  as  the  paflage 
quoted  by  our  bleffed  Lord,  from  an  authority  which 
they  could  not  deny,  to  confute  the  Sadducees,  on  the 
fubjeft  of  the  immortality  of  the  foul,  and  the  refur- 
reftion  of  the  body.  "  I  am  the  God  of  Abraham, 
and  the  God  of  liaac,  and  the  God  Jacob/'  We 
fpeak  of  the  dead,  under  the  idea  that  they  were  ;  but 
God  reprefents  them  as  ftill  exifting,  and  his  relation 
to  them  as  unbroken,  his  care  of  them  as  uninterrupt* 
cd.  The  efFed  which  this  declaration  had  upon  Mo- 
fes,  is  fuch  as  might  have  been  expefted  ;  no  more 
*^  turning  afide  to  fee  this  great  fight ;"  he  hides  his 
face,  "afraid  to  look  upon  God/*  It  is  ignorance  of 
God,  not  intimate  communion,  which  encourages  for- 
wardnefs  and  freedom.  Angels,  who  know  him  beft, 
and  love  him  moft,  are  moft  fenfible  of  their  diftance^ 
and  are  reprefented  as  "  covering  their  faces  with 
their  wings**  when  they  approach  their  dread  Creator* 

In  the  declaration  which  immediately  follows,  un- 
der a  fanftion  fo  folemn  and  affefting,  which  fhall  we 
moft  admire,  the  mercy  and  goodnefs  of  God,  or  his 
perfeft  wifdom  and  foreknowledge  ?  Four  hundred 
years  have  elapfed  fince  this  wretched  ftate  of  his  pof- 
terity  had  been  foretold  and  revealed  to  Abraham* 
For  wife  and  gracious  purpofes  it  was  appointed  and 
brought  to  pafs.  But  the  days  of  darknefs  are  now 
almoft  ended,  and  the  fun  returns.  Like  rain  from 
heaven  to  a  dry  and  thirfty  land,  the  promifes  of'  fa* 
vour  and  falvation  fall  upon  a  perfecuted,  opprefled 
people  ;  and  "  that  Mofes  whom  they  refufed,  laying, 
•Who  made  thee  a  ruler  and  a  judge  ?**  is  after  an  in- 
terval of  forty  years  fent  back  to  Egypt,  on  the  kind 
and  merciful  errand  of  falvation  to  an  opprefled  and 
perfecuted  people.  ^ 

Mofes  however,  it  would  appear,  J^a$  not  forgotten 
the  furly  reception,  which  ^is  welf^eant  interpofit 
tion  had  met  with  from  his  brcthreri^o  long  before ; 

and , 
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^       and  prefumes  to  urge  it  as  a  reafon,  "^hy  a  perfon  of 
^       more  influence  and  authorirjr  ihould  be  entrufted  with 
the  commiflion. 

He  confidered  not,  that  formerly  he  a^ed  from  the 
impulfe  of  \m  own  mind  \  with  indeed  an  upright  and 
benevolent  intention,  but  with  a  zeal  rather  too  bold 
and  impetuous  ;  whereas  now,  he  was  following  the 
direftion  of  l^rovidence,  and  was  therefore  certain  of 
fuccefs.'  As  there  is  a  finful  pride  which  urges  men 
to  feek  ftations  and  employments,  to* which  they  have 
neither  pretenfion,  title,  nor  qualification ;  fo  there  is 
a  finful  humility,  which  Ihrinks  from  the  call  of  God, 
which,  in  the  guife  of  felf-denial,  contains  the  fpirit 
of  rebellion  and  difobedience  ;  and  which,  under  the 
affeftation  of  undervaluing  and  debafing  our  own  per- 
fons  and  qualities,  indiredly  charges  God  with  foolifli- 
nefs,  in  choofing  an  inftrument  fo  inapt  and  improper. 
Such  humility  is  of  the  very  efience  of  pride,  and  fuch, 
with  regret  we  obferve  it,  was  the  fpirit  by  which 
Mofes  was  on  this  occafion  aduated.  The  heavenly 
vifion  removes  the  objeftion  at  once,  by  affuring  him 
of  the  divine  prefence,  bleffing  and  fupport  ;  and  re- 
fers him  for  the  proof  of  it,  to  a  train  of  events  clofe- 
ly  fucceeding  each  other ;  and  all  iffuing  in  the  peo- 
ple's aflfembling  together,  in  that  very  fpot,  to  worfhip, 
after  their  enfranchifement,  all  forming  a  chain  of 
evidence,  that  the  authority  under  which  he  aded 
was  divine. 

Still  doubting  and  irrefolute,  Mofes  ventures  to 
,  urge  another  difficulty,  which  he  expreffes  in  thefe 
terms ;  "  And  Mofes  faid  unto  God,  Behold,  when  I 
come  unto  the  children  of  Ifrael,  and  fliall  fay  unto 
them,  The  God  of  your  fathers  hath  fent  me  unto 
you :  and  they  fliall  fay  to  me.  What  is  his  name  ? 
What  fliall  I  fay  unto  them  ?*'  God  had  already,  de- 
clared his  name,  i«and  purpofe,  and  given  his  charge, 
and  yet  Mofes  dares  to  make  inquiry.  Hqw  rare  a 
thing  it. is,  to  fee  a  foul  \^olly  refolved  into  the  will  of 
God !  How  feldom  do  we  find  a  faith  entirely  difpofed 
to  be,  to  do,  and  to  endure,  neither  more  nor  lefs 

than 
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than  what  Odd  is  plcafed  to  appohft !  But  the  incre*  ^ 
dultty  and  prdumpdon  of  Mofes  ihall  not  render  the  ^ 
defign  of  God  of  none  effeft.  When  men  are  con- 
traitided  or  oppofed,  they  fly  out,  and  florm,  and 
threaten.  But  the  great  God  bears  with  our  fro- 
wardnefs  and -folly,  gives  way  to  our  fcruples,.  and, 
yielding  to  our  obftinacy,  overcomes  evil  with  good. 
And  we  are  ahnoft  tempted  to  rejoice  that  Mofes 
ftood  out  fo  long,  as  it  gave  occafion  to  the  moft  fol- 
emn  and  fatisfymg  proclamation  of  the  name  and  na- 
ture of  God,  from  his  own  mouth,  and  the  moil  ami- 
able and  engaging  picture  of  tender  mercy  and  long^ 
fiifering  that  ever  was  exhibited,  "  And  God  faid 
unto  Mofes,  I  AM  THAT  I  AM  :  And  he-faid,  Thus 
ihalt  thou  fay  unto  the  children  of  Ifrael,  I  AM  hath 
fent  me  unto  you/* 

What  flimfy  things  are  commiffions  iflued  under 
the  hand-writing  and  feals  of  kings,  compared  to  this  I 
a  fhred  of  parchment,  a  morfel  of  wax,  an  unmeaning 
icrawl ;  a  flender,  contracted,  ihort-lived  power,  dele- 
gated from  one  worm  to  another.  Where  is  now 
file  iignet  of  Ahafuerus,  which  pretended  to  commu- 
nicate irrcverfible  authority  to  the  writing  whereto  it 
was  affixed?  Where  are  the  warrants  under  which 
the  ftatefmen  and  heroes  of  other  times  deliberated, 
fought  and  conquered  ?  With  the  princes  who  grant- 
ed them  they  are  gone  to  oblivion.  They  were  what 
they  were.  They  fulfilled  their  day,  and  then  they 
fell  aileep,  and  now  are  feen  no  more  !  What  avail  the 
long  lift  of  empty  titles,  which  potentates  and  prince^, 
in  the  pride  of  their  hearts,  affix  to  their  perifhing 
names?  All, all  Arink  and  fade,  before  that  tremendous 
Power,  whofe  authority  no  change  of  circumftances 
can  aflFe^:,  whofe  exiftence  no  fucceffion  of  ages  can 
impair ;  who,  yefterday,  to-day  and  forever  ftill  pro- 
claims of  himfelf,  "  I  am/' 

Nothing  can  equal  the  fimplicity,  fublimity  and 
force  of  thefe  remarkable  words.  bidepenS^jH.  of 
exiftence,  eternity  of  duration,  immutability  o^ur- 

pofe. 
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^  pofe,  faithfulnefs  and  truth  in  keeping  covenant  and 
fliewing  mercy,  are  all  conveyed  in  one  little  fentence, 
*^  I  AM  THAT  I  AM."  Longinus,  the  celebrated  crit- 
ic, has  with  equal  judgment  and  tafte,  quoted  a  well- 
known  paflage  from  the  writings  of  Mofes,  aa  an  in* 
ftance  of  the  true  fublime,  viz.  the  firft  words  pro- 
nounced by  the  Creator  in  the  formation  of  the 
world,  "  And  God  faid,  Let  there  be  light,  and  there 
was  light."  Why  did  not  Longinus  dip  deeper  into 
the  works  of  this  great  hiftorian  ;  why  did  he  not  en- 
rich and  embellifh  his  own  beautiful  little  book,  and 
farther  approve  his  exquifite  tafte,  by  inferting  other 
pafTages  from  the  page  of  infpiration,  particulaf  ly  the 
•  paffage  under  review  ?  A  paffage  which  Jews,  Hea- 
thens and  Chriftians,  as  one  man  have  confented  to 
admire. 

Under  the  fandion  of  this  moft  awful  name,  God 
repeats  his  commiffion,  repeats  his  charge,  repeats  his 
promife  of  fupport,  affiftance  and  fuccefs  :  fuccefs 
with  the  elders  of  Ifrael ; .  fuccefs  with  the  people  j 
fuccefs  againft  Pharaoh.  And  yet,  Mofes  "  ftaggers 
at  this  promife,"  although  it  be  the  promife  of  the 
Eternal,  through  unbelidr !"  What  have  we  moft  to 
v/onder  at  here,  the  ftrange  incredulity  and  perverfe- 
nefs  of  the  prophet^  or  the  fmgular  fidelity  and  exaft- 
nefs  of  the  hijiorian^  in  recording  his  own  errors  ? 
God  had  faid,  ^^  they  yZ?^// hearken  to  thy  voice  :"  yet 
Mofes  prefumes,  in  the  face  of  this  exprefs  declaration, 
to  gainfay  and  draw  back — And  Mofes  anfwered, 
and  faid,  But  behold,  they  will  not  believe  me  ;  nor. 
hearken  unto  my  voice  :  for  they  will  fay.  The  LORD 
hath  not  appeared  unto  thee."  Surely  "  the  LORD 
is  GoD,  and  not  man,  and  therefore  the  children  of 
men  are  not  confumed."  A  man  of  common  fpirit 
would  here  have  broken  off  the  conference,  and  left 
the  timid,  froward  ftiepherd  to  his  own  folly,  and 
permitted  him  to  remain  deftitute  of  the  honour 
whi^  he  obftinately  perfevered  to  decline.     But  it 
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too  powerful  fot  unbelief :  "  for  his  ways  are  not  like 
our  ways,  nor  his  thoughts  as  our  thoughts." 

He  who  would  cure  infidelity  in  others,  muft  firft 
be  purged  of  the  old  leaven  himfelf.  To  eflfeft  this 
in  the  heart  of  his  fervant  Mofes,  God  vouchfafes  to 
perform  miracle  upon  miracle.  He  turns  the  rod 
which  was  in  the  hand  of  Mofes  into  a  ferpent ;  and 
from  a  ferpent  to  a  rod  again :  in  order  to  intimate 
to  him  and  to  the  world  that  the  moft  harmlefs  things 
become  noxious,  and  the  moft  pernicious  things  in- 
nocent, at  his  command*  His  hand  is  in  a  moment 
covered  with  leprofy,  and  in  a  moment  reftored — ^to 
Ihew  the  power  of  God's  holy  law  to  fix  guilt  upon 
the  finner,  and  of  his  grace  to  remove  it  from  the 
penitent.  He  is  enjoined  and  authorized  to  perform 
thefe  figns  before  all  Ifrael,  in  order  to  produce  that 
conviftion  in  them,  which  they  had  firft  wrought 
upon  his  own  mind.  Should  thefe  ftill  happen  to 
fail,  •  he  is  permitted  to  go  a  ftep  farther.  Nature 
Ihall  fubmit  to  a  thorough  alteration,  rather  than  the 
feed  of  faithful  Abrahani  continue  flaves  in  Egypt, 
or  perifli  through  unbelief.  Water  fhall  become 
blood  before  their  eyes,  rather  than  the  blood  of 
their  innocent  children  be  poured  out  any  more  like 
water  upon  the  ground. 

And  now,  furely,  Mofes  is  gained,  and  the  work  of 
God  fhall  no  longer  ftand  ftiU.  Alas !  the  fullen 
fpirit  is  not  yet'fubdued.  Though  forced  to  retreat, 
he  continues  to  fight  as  he  retires.  The  flownefs  of 
Ifrael  to  believe^  was  formerly  the  plea  ;  now  his  own 
want  of  talents  is  urged  in  excufe  of  his  ftrange 
backwardnefs  and  difobedience.  That  objedion  too 
is  immediately  removed,  by  a  promife  of  wifdom  and 
eloquence  fuited  to  the  occafion.  The  language  of 
the  oracle,  and  the  long-fuffering  of  the  fpeaker,  are 
miraculous  and  fupematural,  as  all  the  other  circum- 
ftances  of  the  cafe.  And  the  Lord  faid  unto  him. 
Vol.  III.  D  Who 
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Who  hath  made  man's  mouth  I  or  who  maketb 
the  dumts  or  deaf,  or  the  feeing,  or  the  blind  ?  Have 
not  I  the  Lord  ?  Now  therefore  go,  and  I  will 
be  with  thy  mouth,  and  teach  thee  what  thou  Ihalt 
fay.*'* 

"  Wonder,  O  heavens,  and  be  aftoniflied,  (!)►  earth  !** 
This,  inftead  of  producing  humble  fubmiffion  and  in- 
ftantaneous.  compliance,  without  a  reafon  and  without 
a  plea,  meets  with  a  direft  refufal ;  **  O  my  Lord, 
lend  I  pray  thee,  by  the  hand  of  him  whom  thou  wilt 
fend/'  And  now  what  heart  does  not*  tremble  for 
fear,  that  the  fire  which  had  fpared  the  buih,  fhould 
wax  hot,  to  punifh  the  madnefs  of  the  prophet  ?  \VTiat 
patience  can  endure  fuch  a  repetition  of  infuk  ?  The 
anger  of  the  Lord  was  kindled  againft  Mofes ;  and— 
and  what  ?  O  it  becomes  a  flame  of  love  to  melt  his 
;  heart,  and  purify  it  of  its  drofs.  **  The  anger  of  the 
Lord  was  kindled  againft  Mofes,  and  he  faid.  Is  not 
Aaron  the  Levite  thy  brother  ?  I  know  that  he  can 
fpeak  well.  And  alfo  behold,  he  cometh  forth  to 
meet  thee ;  and  when  he  feeth  thee,  he  will  be  glad  in 
his  heart.**  Providence  had  all  this  while  been  pre- 
paring a  concluding,  a  convincing  proof  of  power, 
wifdom  and  goodnefs  inconceivable,  Lo,  Aaron  is 
already  far  advanced  on  his  way  from  Egypt,  in  quefl: 
of.  his  brother.    * 

That^  after  fo  long  an  interval,  through  a  field  of  fo 
many  chances,  he  fhould  at  thai  very  inftant  of  time 
arrive — How  is  it  to  be  accounted  for  ?  On  no  other 
principle  but  this,  the  Lord  is  "  wonderful  in  coun- 
fel,  and  excellent  in  working.'*  '*  He  feeth  the  end 
from  the  beginning.**  He  faith,  "  My  counfel  fliall 
ftand,  and  I  will  fulfil  all  my  pleafure.**  **  He  doth 
according  to  his  will  in  the  armies  of  heaven,  and 
among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth.'*  Let  every  knee 
bow,  let  every  tonirue  confefs,  fet  everv  heart  adore 
cWid  love  and  fubniit. 

Mofes 

*  Exodus  iv.  II,  12. 
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Mofes  k  at  leegth  fubdued,  and  we  ftaiid  with 
aftonifliment  and  joy  to  contemplate  the  triumph  of 
mercy  over  judgment.  God  grant  we  may  improve 
the  example  ofnis  divine  patience  as  a  pattern.  God 
in  mercy  preferve  us  from  prduming  upon  it,  as  an 
encouragement  to  offend.  4Jid  n^ay  Go4  blefs  what 
ii^S  been  fpokgn,    An^^n. 


* 
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LECTURE      IV. 

EXODUS   VI.    9. 

And  Mofes  fpake  fo  unto  the  children  of  Ifrael ;  but  tl^ey 
hearkened  not  unto  Mofes  ^  for  anguijh  offpirity  and  for 
cruel  bondage^  , 

xLVERY  nation  has  In  its  hiftory  events  of  peculiar 
importance,  which  lateft  pofterity  is  difpofed  fondly  to 
commemorate.  But  the  memory  of  remarkable  de- 
liverances is  necellarily  blended  with  the  recoUedUon  of 
heavy  diftrefs  or  imminent  danger,  and  whether  a$ 
men^  or  as  citizens,  we  greatly  rejoice,  by  that  very 
joy  we  exprefsly  declare  that  we,  or  our  fathers,  once 
had  caufe  to  mourn.  Perpetual  funfhine  fuits  not  the 
ftate  of  the  natural  world  j  perpetual  fuccefs  is  by  no 
means  favourable  either  to  human  happinefe  or  virtue* 
Hunger  is  neceffary  to  give  a  relilh  to  food  ;  the 
gloom  of  winter  is  the  happieft  recommendation  of 
the  cheerfulnefs  and  bloom  of  fpring.  We  difcover 
the  value  of  health  by  difeafe ;  and  the  bleffings  of 
peace  would  be  but  half  underftood,  were  it  not  for 
the  antecedent  anxieties  and  calamities  of  war.  Men 
therefore  ad  foolifhly  as  well  as  impioufly  when  they 
charge  the  wife,  righteous  and  merciful  Governor  of 
the  world,  with  carelefsnefs  or  unkindnefs,  becaufe  he 
admits  into  the  fyftem  of  his  works,  or  into  his  moral 
government  of  the  univerfe,  what  ignorance  calls  dif- 
order,  what  prefumption  cries  down  as  unneceffary, 
and  ptide  ccudemns  as  unjuft.-  • 

What 


Whiit  ft)  irrqguiar  >t  firft  fight,. :and  -always  fo  to, 
the  vulgar  eye,  as  the  face  of  the  ftarry  heavens  F.u^ 
handful  of  little  fpaf'ks,  fcattered  at  r?«idQni  it^  tixe.air ! 
But  to  the  attentive,  iaquiring,  enlightened  fpirit,* 
they  prefent  a  vaft:  cpmbination  of  worlds,  paeh  in.  us 
place,  every  ioae  moving  iq  ;it$  proper  or  bit.  j;  tlw| 
whole  poflfeiEng  every  qua^lity  tfeat  c^n  at  c«vce  excite 
.  aftoj^iAmw^t:  and  i^fpire  delight  v  greatnefs,  9rder-^ 
beaiityf  harmony,  utility !  They  pri^fent  excejileneies 
obvious  to,  the  flighteft  obfcryation .  pi  the  mofl  flial- 
lo^  underftanding  j  excellencies  undifooverable  by  the^ 
clofeft  inv^ftigation  6f  the  moft  penetrating  genius/ 
Now,  clowoifti-  thoughtiefsaefs  ^nd  iljjpidity  is  not 
wore  incompetent  to  .judge  of  the  order  and  fram^  of 
nature,  "than  paffion  and  prejudice,  by  which  a,U  men 
are  governed,  are  to  determine  upon  the  wifdom;  and. 
goodnefe  c^  ihe  ways  of  Providence*  Evary  mari 
would  have  ev^y  thing  bend  to  his  humour,  conve- 
niency,  indoleiK^  or  intereft.  This  wopld  produye, 
were  it  permitted,  endlefs  confufion  and  mifery,  did 
not  God  overrule  a^d  .employ  the  adivity  and  the  in- 
dolence, the  fenfeleft  caprices  and  the  jarring  interefts 
of  men  to  execute  his  purpofes,  and  without  their  in- 
tention, nay,  in  fpite  of  their  eftbrts,  make  them  pro- 
dudive  of  regularity,  (lability  and  happinefs. 

In  contemplating,  therefore,  .agents  and  events^ 
thofeof  which  we  have  heard  and  read,  or  thofe  which 
we  fee  and  in  which  we  are  concerned,  the  only  road 
to  compofure  and  improvement  is,  to  confider  the 
whole  as  the  work  of  a  fupreme,  inteijigent,  almig4ty, 
invifibk  Agent,  who  is  carrying  on  a  plan  which  we 
comprehend  not,  or  underftand  only  in  p^rt,  and  who, 
from  all  that  we  can  know  of  him  from  jiature,  from 
experience  and  from  revelation,  takes  delight  in  fhew- 
ing  mercy  and  doing  goodi  but  who,  in  the  exercife  of 
even  thefe  gracious  prerogatives,  governs  not  himfelf 
by  the  partial  lights,  hafty  conceptions  and  contraded 
views  of  ignorant,  erring  men,  but  by  his  own  all- 
comprehending 


(Comprehending  intelligence,  altpervading  beiugaity^ 
all-fubduing  love. 

If,  in  that  portion  6f  ancient  hiftoiy  ti^hich  is  ft(wr 
to  come  under  our  confid^ration^  we  obferve  Provi- 
dence treating  one  nation  with  uncommon  feveirity^ 
and  another  with  indulgence  altogether  as  fmgular^ 
tire  are  to  regard  the  parties  not  as  thdy  are  in  them^^ 
felves,  or  in  relation  td  ^ach  other,  but  in  their  rela*^ 
tion  to  God  and  to  mankind  in  general,  ai  an  impor-t 
tant  link  in  the  great  chain  of  Provideftc^j  as  ferving 
^nd  inflrufting  the  human  race  to  the  ttiAoi  th.€  world* 
The  perverfenefs  and  unbelief  of  Mofes  met  with  pity 
and  forgivienefs,  and  ivere  cured  by  a  feries  of  mira- 
cles* The  impiety  and  unbelief  of  Pharaoh  meet  i*i«b 
Tefentment  and  punifliment,  and  were  even  confirmed 
and  ftrengthened  by  a  moft  awfiil  feries  o£  miracl^s^  j 
not  for  the  fake  of  Mofes  and  Pharaoh  merely,  but  td 
illuftfate  in  the?  eyes  of  the  whole  world  the  goodneft 
and  feverity  of  Qod  ;  the  wifdom  and  fafety  of  rcf* 
pentance  and  fubmiflion  on  the  one  hand,  the  madneft 
and  danger  of  impeilitence  on  the  othei* i  Egypt  wa^ 
plagued,  and  tfrael  faved^  that  violence  and  cruelty 
might  be  a^r'akened  to  fee  the  naked  fwbrd  of  juftice 
fufpended  by  a  (ingle  hair  over  its  guilty  throat ;  and 
that  mifery  and  depreflioh  might  find  a  refuge .  from 
defpair, 

W^  have  feen  with  what  folemnity  the  commiffion 
to  Mofes  for  the  deliverance  bf  Ifrael  was  granted,  and 
the  awful  feal  which  ^as  appended  to  it ;  even  the 
grett  and  fearful  name,  JehoVah,  **  I  am  that  I 
AM.**  We  have  feen  the  backwardnefs,  irrefoliition 
and  timidity  of  the  prophetj  in  undertaking  an  eih- 
jployment  fo  flattering  to.  ambition,  fo  defirable  to  the 
fpirit  of  patriotifm,  fo  -elevating  to  a  hiind  awake  to 
the  influence  of  religion.  We  have  feen  the  goodneft 
and  cohdefcenfion  of  God  in  deigning,  by  i^epeated 
exertions  of  power  and  niercy,  io  remove  the  fcruples 
iind  level  the  objeffiohis  of  Incredulity  ahd  fear.  And 
We  have  feen  Aafon^  the  brother  of  Mofes,  provideit- 

tially 


tially  condufted  to  th^  fpot,  and  at  the  moment,  to 
^ftabJilh  a  belief  in  the  divine  power  and  veracity,  to 
confirm  the  wavering,  trembling  foul,  and  conftituted 
to  a  fhare  of  the  diligeace,  difficulty,  danger  and  glory 
of,  the  illuftrious  enterprise. 

Behold  then  two  plain  old  men,  one  of  eighty,  and 
the  other  of  eighty-three  years  old^  fetting  out  from 
the  deferts  of  Arabia,  on  an  undertaking  to  human 
reafon  the  moil  wild  and  romantic  that  ever  was  at- 
tempted ;  to  perfuade  or  to  conflrain  one  of  the  mofl: 
•  powerful  princes  of  th€  tvorld  to  enfranchife,  nay,  to 
difrifiifs  the  tenth,  part  of  his  mofl:  valuable  and  ufeful 
fubjefts.J  iAnd  how  are  they  provided  for  this  vaft  un- 
dertaking ?  The  pleas  of  reafon,  the  powers  of  elo- 
quence, the  calls  of  humanity,  the  claims  of  juftice,  it 
is  well  known,  make  but  aieeble  impreffion  on  the 
hearts  of  kings,  when  their  pride,  ambition  or  intereft 
oppofe.  For  fech  a  vaft  multitude  to  flip  away  by 
ftealth  i%  impoffibie^  and  to  think  of  forcing  an  efcape 
from  a  power  fo  gr^tly •  fuperior  is  raffmefs  and  ruin. 
When  men  engage  in  hazardous  and  difficult  expedi- 
tions, they  levy  armies,  accumulate  treafure,  provide 
magazines,  ftrengthen  th^mfelves  with  alliances,  ^But 
when  God  addreffes  himfelf  to  action,  we  behold  no 
apparatus,  no  effort.  Is  an  aniverfe  to  ftart  out  of 
nothing  ?  "  Goi> /peaks ^  and  it  is  done.'/  Is  a  fun  to 
•arife,  and  light  to  fliine  ?  God  fays,  ^*  Let  there  be 
light.**  Is  a  great  nation  to  be  fubdued,  and  a  little 
one  afferted  iato  liberty  ?  Our  eyes  are  direded,  not 
^tb  a  general  at  the  head  of  a  mighty  hoft,  but  to  a 
fliepherd  with  his  crook  in  his  hand. 

But  the  commands  of  Heaven  break  not  in  upon 
the  facred  duties  and  the  virtuous  charities  of  private 
life.  The  charge  given, to  Mofes  was  preffing,  the 
objed  moft  iiaportant,  and  the  authority  under  which 
it  was  iffued,  fupreme  ;  but  yet  he  is  permitted  to  re- 
turn for  a  little  while,  to  attend  to  the  calls  of  nature, 
of  gratitude,  to  the  gentle  claims  of  filial  piety,  of 
.conjugal  and  paternal  affedion.     He  went  back  to  hi^ 

father- 
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father-in-law  to  acknowledge  his  protedion,  hofpital- 
ity  and,  kindnefs  to  hitn  when  a  ftranger,  to  inform 
him  of  the  extraordinary  commiffipn  he  had  juft  re^ 
ceived,  and  the  neeeiGty  ne  was  thereby  laid  under  of 
immediately  entering  upon  the  execution  of  it »  to  ob- 
tain his  confent  for  this  purpofe,  and  to  a(k  his  pater- 
nal benedidion.  Religion  is  in  a  happy  ftate  in  the 
foul  of  that  man,  who  has  learned  to  unite  and  recon- 
cile the  views  and  purfuits  of  the  citizen  with  thofe  of 
the  private  man  ;  who  pleads  not  the  performance  of 
one  duty  as  an  excyfe  for  the  omiffion  of  another ; 
whofe  life  exhibits  every  moral  and  divine  principle  in 
aftion,  every. one  in  his  feafon,  ev^ry  one  in  his  place. 
.  How  fimple  and  affefitionate  the  difmiifion  which  hon- 
ed Raguel  gave  to  Mofes,  compared  to  that  of  the  felf- 
iflb,  rapacious  Laban  to  Jacob  :* — "  Go  in  peace  !" 
fays  Raguel;  an  adieu  expreffive  at  once.of'fubmif- 
fion  to  the  will  of  Providence,  and  of  affeftipn  to  his 
fon-in-law,  mixed  with  regret  at  the  thought  of  part- 
ing with  him.  ' 

It  pleafed  iGoD  again  to  confirm  the  confidence  of 
Mofes,  by  affuring  him  that  all  who  had  ever  harboured 
a  defign  againft  his  life  were  now  dead ;  and  that  noth- 
ing therefore  remained,  but  to  addrefs  himfelf  boldly 
to  his  great  work.  Accompanied  with  his  wife  and  two 
ions,  he  leaves  the  land  pf  Midian,  and  proceeds  to- 
wards Egypt. 

On  this  journey,  a  very  extraordinary  incident  oc- 
curs :  but  the  cpixcifenefs  of  the  facred  hiftory  leaves 
it  involved  in  much  darknefs  and  difficujty.  God 
had  blcffed  him  wiih  two  fons  in  Midian,  whom,  in 
compliance  with  jthe  commandment  of  God,  and  as.  a 
jTon  of  Abraliam,  he  ought  to  have  circumcifed  on  the 
eighth  day  from  their  birth.  This  however,  either 
for  want  of  the  proper  minifter,  fi-om  inattention,  or 
out  of  improper  refpeft  to  the  feelings  or  prejudices  of 
Zipporah  his  wife,  or  fome  other  reafon  that  appears 
not,  had  been  hitherto  wholly  neglected  ;  and  thereby 

-     ;    '  .  hi^ 
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his  children,  the  younger  at  leaft,  through  his  neg^eft, 
feems  to  have  incurred  the  dreadful  penalty  denouncr 
ed  by  the  terms  of  the  covenant  againft  uncircunir 
cifed  perfons,  that  of  being  '*  cut  off  from  his  people,*' 
This  punifhment  God  feems  difpofed  to  exaft  at  the 
hand  of  Moles  himfelf,  who  was  indeed  the  guilty, 
perfon,  by  attacking  him  either  with  a  threatening 
bodily  diftemper,  by  remorfe  of  confcience  for  his 
criminal  negleflt,  by  ths  appearance  of  an  avenging 
angel,  or  fome  other  fenfible  token  of  difplealure. 
But  the  difficulty  is,  Why  the  conduft  of  Mofes  in  thii 
TofpeQ:  was  never  called  in  queftion  before  ?  Why  he 
was  not  purged  of  this  guilt  before  he  was  honoured 
at  all  with  the  divine  commiflion  ?  Why  the  precept 
was  enforced  upon  a  journey,  and  at  an  inn,  where 
the  operation  -could  be  performed  lefs  commodioiifly,  , 
and  was  accompanied  with  fome  degree  of  danger  ? 
What  could  Zipporah  mean  when  flie  reproached 
Mofes  as  '*  a  bloody  hufband  ?^*  The  paffage  is  evi- 
dently enveloped  in  much  obfcurity ;  and  probably 
with  defign.  Inftead  of  curiouijy  inquiring  into  its 
hidden  meaning,  an  attempt  vain  and  unprofitable, 
we  niay,  by  the  bleffing  of  God,  learn  from  it  more 
than  one  praftical  leffon,  neither  obfcure  nor  unim- 
portant ;  and  this,  no  doubt,  the  Spirit  of  God  prin- 
cipally intended.  The  firft  is,  that  no  circumflances 
of  prudence  or  conveniency  can  ever  be  with  prq^ 
priety  urged  as  a '  difpcnfation  with  a  clearly  com- 
manded duty.  Secondly,  that  as  there  may  be  a  fin- 
ful  undervaluing  of  the  feelings,  prejudices  and  incli- 
nations of  our  near  and  d^ar  relations,  fo  there  may 
be  a  finful  tendernefs  for,  and  compliance  with  them, 
to  the  neglefl:  of  Gojo'5  known  and  declared  will,  and 
at  the  rifle  of  falling  under  his  juft  cenfure.  Third- 
ly, that  he  who  is  to  be  the  interpreter  of  the  law  to 
others,  ought  in  all  points  to  be  blamelefs,  and  in  all 
things  conformed  to  the  law  himfelf.  To  which  we 
mg.y  add  yet  a  fourth,  not  of  lefs  importance  than  any 
of  thefe ;  namely,  thut  when  God  has  procured  the 

'  proper 
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2>roper  rdped  to  his  revealed  will,  the  controverfy  be- 
tween him  aad  the  offender  13  at  an  end,  the  objed  of 
his  government  being  not  fo  much  to  avenge  himfelf 
as  to  amend  the  criminal* 

» 

This  jtcene  of.  domeftic  danger  and  diflrefg  i$  fpeed- 
ily  followed  by  another  of  a  pleafanter  kind^  namely^ 
the  interview  between  the  two  brothers,  in  the  wii* 
dernefs  ^  an  interview  attended  with  many  circum- 
stances to  render  it  mutually  interefting  and  fatisfac* 
tory.  It  mtifl  have  been  highly  gratifying  to  Mofes^ 
after  living  forty  years  among  ftrang^rs,  to  meet  his 
own  brother,  to  receive  particular  information  con- 
oerniilg  his  family  and  nation,  and  to  communicate 
to  a  friendly  ear  the  knowledge  of  his  own  fituation 
duritafg  fo  long  an  interval.  What  mud  it  have  been, 
on  the  other  hand,  to  Aaron,  to  learn  from  the 
mouth  of  his  brother  the  gireat  defigns  of  Providence 
refpeding  themfeives  and  their  peopled  With  what 
overflowings  of  heart  would  they  mingle  their  iighs 
and  tears!  With  what  ardour  would  their  united 
prayers,  and  vows,  and  praifes  afcend  to  heaven? 
How  confirmed .  the  faith,  how  forward  the  zeal  of 
each,  ilrengthened  and  ftimulated  by  that  of  the  oth- 
er !  They  go  on  their  way  rejoicing  j  they  are  follow- 
ing God,  and  they  muft  profper. 

Mofes  had  found  the  evidence  of  bis  divine  miffion 
completed,  in  the  opportune  arrival  of  his  brother 
Aaron,  according  to  the .  declaration  of  the  oracle  at 
the  bufh  f  and  he  foon  f^nds  a  refolution  of  his  firft 
doubt,  in  the  very  entrance  upon  the  difcharge  of  his 
office.  Compare  the  firft,  and  the  two  lafl  verfes  of 
this  4th  chapter,  and  fee  what  a  contraft  they  form 
to  one  another.  "  And  Mofes  anfwered,  and  faid, 
But,  behold,  they  will  not  believe  me,  nor  hearken 
unto  my  voice :  for  thejr  will  fay.  The  Lord  hath  not 
appeared  unto  thee.'*  '*  And  Aaron  fpoke  all  the 
Words  which  the  Lord  had  fpoken  unto  Mofes,  and 
did  the  figns  in  the  fight  of  the  people.  And  the 
people  believed :  and  when  they  heard  that  the  Lord 

had 


had  vifited  the  children  of  Ifrael,  iand  that  he  had 
looked  uposi  their  affiOioii,.  then  they  bowed  their 
beads^  and  wor&ipped;.'^  The  tremendous  name 
JEHOVAH  affixed  as  a  fignet  to  the  record,  and 
touching  it%  authority  by  fign  upon  fign,  quickly 
produces  belief;  and  infpires  gratitude  and  jby^  cor* 
re£ted  by  reverence  and  godly  fear.  So-  far>  then, 
the  way  is  cleared,  and  Mofes  is  no  longer  rejefted 
as  an  upftart  and  intruder,  as  prefuniing  to  take  upoA 
himfeif  the  office  of  prince  and  judge  dyer  his  brethw 
rea.  i  •  •  •    •• 

r 

"  But  this  is  the  fmalleft  difiiculty  in  the  way.  Wft6 
does  not  togerly  clearc  to  the  profpeft  of'  rcturiii^j^ 
liberty  ?  Men  believe  things  incpedible,  attempt  Hiings 
Jmpoffibl^y  endure  things  intolerable,  whtn  freedom, 
precioittS  freedoi^  is  the  objeft.  No  ^"otoder  then 
that  'i5p]J)refred,  groaning  Ifrael  fliould  greedily  liftcn 
to  the\  Voice  of'  this  heavenly  charmer;  But  the 
granid?  difficulties  are  yet  behind.  Their  fetters  will 
>iot  fall  off  by  a  wifh*  T^^^^  fo^d  defires  diftate'not 
the  ^dids  bf  Phataohi  The  fmarting  of  the  ftrokes 
of  their  taik-mafter^'  whips  are  not  to  be  oonjured 
away  by  a  found.  The  queftion  is  not,  will  Ifrael  be- 
lieve; but,  Vfill  the  king  of  Egypt  comply  ?  Every 
ftep  Mofe^  iadvances,  he  finds  a  new  and  growing 
proof  of  the  truth  and  faithfulnefs  of  God.  For  the 
i^mt  mouth  which  declared  concerning  the  children 
of  Ifrael,  '*  they  fhall  hearken  unto  thy  voice/*  declar- 
ed concerning  Pharaoh,  "  I  am  fure  that  the  king  of 
£gypt  will  not  let  you  go,  no  not  by  a  mighty  haiid.'^ 
^he  faith  and  obedience  of  the  one,  therefore,  and 
the  infolence  and  pride  of  the  other,  equally  and 
.  conjointly  demonftrs^ted  to  Mbfesj,  that  the  Lord  had 
fpofcen  unto  him; 

Arihed,  therefor^,  ^ith  a  command  from  on  high^ 
toiifidcnt  of  the  goodnefs  of  their  caufe,-  and  exalted 
above  the  fear  of  man,  Mofes  and  his  brother  advance 
boldly  into  the  prefence  of  the  king,  and  make  their 
requifition  in  thefe  lofty  and  majeftic  words ;  "  Thus 

faith 


6o  Hijiory  of  fdofes,  Lect,  IV*  A 

faith  the  Lord  Gob  of  Ifrael,  Let  my  people  go,  that 
they  may  hold  a  feafllanto  me  in  the  wildern^fs/* 

In  fome  ancient  Jewifh  fragments,  we  have  ^n  ac* 
count  of  four  miracles,  by: which  Mofes  fignalized  his 
entrance  into  Egypt.  Firft,  he  made  fire  to  ^ffue  put 
of  the  earth,  in  the  eyes  of  all  Ifrapl^  and  thereby 
produced  confidence  in  him  as  their  deliverer.  Sec- 
ondly, being  {hut  up  in  prifon  by  order  of  Pharaoh, 
he  broke  the  bars,  burit  open  the  gates,  ftruck  the 
guards  with  death,  and  rele^fed  himfelf.  Thirdly,  he 
pronounced  in  the  ears  of  the  king,  the  name  of  JE* 
HOVAH — ^at  the  found  of  which  that  prin<:e  became 
deaf,  and  after  a  certain  interval  recoy.ered>  his  h^af- 
ing,  through  the  interpofition  of  him^who  had  tg;ken 
it  away.  Fourthly^  by  the  ufe  of  the  fame  awful 
name,  he  deprived ,  ell  the  Egyptian  priefts  pf  fenfej 
and  motion.  To  this  the  Rabbins  add,  tbtit  on  en? 
tering  the  palace  of  the  tyrant,  he  was  fuddenly  cloth- 
ed  with  a  dreadful  form,  and  a  countenance .  bright 
and  majeftip,  like  that  of  an  angeU  -  fiut  \fe  have  no 
need  to  refort  to  fancy  for  a  defcriptioji  of  the  mag- 
nificence of  the  fcene,  neither  is  there  reafon  to  fupr 
pofe  that  any  part  of  the  glory  of  Mofes  confided  \rx 
perfonal  luftre.  His  Employer  and  hi9  ^rrand  lend 
him  fufficient  dignity  and  importance,  without  the 
glare  which  dazzles  the  eye. 

Whatever  were  the  outward  appearance  of  Mofes, 
his  meflage,  we  know,  was  treated  by  Pharaoh  \yith 
infolence  and  contempt,  in  thefe  words ;  "  Who  is 
the  Lord,  that  I  fliould  obsy  his  voice,  to  let  Ifrael 
go  ?  I  know  not  the  Lord,  neither  will  I  let  Ifrael  go.** 
We  are  not  to  cpnclude  that  Pharaoh  was  an  atheift, 
from  his  ufmg  this  impious  language.  No :  Egypt 
was  a  country  wholly  given  to  fuperftition ;  a  land 
which  had  multiplied  deities  to  itfelf.  It  was  Jeho- 
vah whom  he  fcorned  to  acknowledge.  It  was  the 
God  of  Ifrael  whom  he  defpifed.  He  judged  of  the 
power  of  their  Patron  and  Protector  from  th^^ir  own 
prefent  forlorn  condition, 

The 
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THe  methods  which  Mofes  said  Aaron  employed  to 
obtain  the  end  of  their  miifion,  is  a  beautiful,  an  in- 
ftruftive,  and  an  alarming  reprefentation  of  the  con- 
du£fc  of  Providence,  toward  finners  in  general.  They 
begirt  with  delivering  a  plain  meffage^  in  the  name  of 
their  maften  Being  repulfed,  they  proceed  to  argue 
and  expoftulate.  A  deaf  ear  being  turned  to  the  voice 
of  reafon  and  humanity,  they  have  recourfe  to  more 
extraordinary  proofs  of  the  weight  and  authority  of 
their  commiifion;  proofs  cWhich,  indeed^  mark  an 
Almighty  arm ;  but  an  arm  ftretched  out  to  convince^ 
not  to  criifh.'  A  bold  defiance  being  given  to  Om- 
nipotence, what  other  method  of  working  convi£lion 
and  of  procuring  refpeft  is  left  j  but  to  let  it  fall  with 
all  its  dreadful  weight  on  the  head  of  the  defier  ?    . 

It  happened  to  Ifrael,  as  it  often  does  to. men  ftrug- 
gling  to  get  free  from  the  preffure  of  calamity,  their 
efforts  only  ferve  to  plunge  them  deeper  in  the  mire  ; 
and  It  happened  to  Mofes  dnd  Aaron,  as  it  fometimes 
befals  men  aduated  by  a  fimilar  good  intention,  but 
with  lefs  title  and  encouragement,  their  interference 
hurts  thofe  whom  it  was  meant  to  ferve ;  and  they 
have  the  mortification  of  feeing  the  miferies  of  their 
poor  brethren  cruelly  increafed,  through  what  might 
be  deemed  their  own  zeal  and  dflicioufnefs.  The  in- 
flexible tyrant  avenges  himfelf,  for  the  ireedom  taken 
with  the  king  of  Egypt,  by  perfons  %  low  and  con- 
temptible, upon'  the  bleeding  fhoulders  of  thoufands 
of  wretches,  who  could  not  redrefs  themfelves,  and 
who  durft  not  complain.  Miferable  condition  indeed! 
where  the  caprice  of  one  man  determines  the  fate  of 
millions  !  Happy  the  nation  where  not  men  but 
laws  govern ! 

Providence,  in  this  inftance,  feems  refolved  to  try 
how  far  fa vage  cruelty  and  patient  fuffering  can  go  f 
but  ready  to  interfere  in  both,  when  they  have  come 
to  the  extreme.  Ifrael  is  not  prepared  for  falvation, 
till  tlte  cup  of  woe  is  full,  and  deliverance  is  defpaired 
of  from  every  quarter  fave  Heaven  :  and  Pharaoh 
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£tel$  not  the  rod  of  Gqb'$^  anger,  till  Jbaving  filled  up 
th^meafure  of  his  iiUqv^ty,  hardened  his  heart  againilt 
€roD  a&d  againil  man^  poured  coxitempt  ^pon  mercy^ 
and  braved  infinire  jWlice,  }ie  exalts  hi^Uelf  into  a& 
awful  monument  to  every  unpenitent  finner,  of  the 
deiperate  madnefs  of  fightiag  with  \m  Maker. 

Mofes  is  ready  to  fmk  afreih,  under  this  cruel  dif- 
appcintmeut.  The  reproaches  of  th^  unhappy  fvLfier- 
et Sy  called)  forced,  lafhed  Into  laboiu*,  beyond  what 
their  ibrength  could  bear,  cut  him  to  the  heart,  and 
^ain  be  fhrinks  from  the  tajtk  which  was  impofed  on 
him :  and  in  thefe  defponding  words,  he  ventures  to 
pour  out  the  anguiih  of  his  foul  before  t;he  Lord ; 
^  Wherefore  haft  thou  fo  evil  entreated  this  people  ? 
Why  is  it  that  thou  haft  fent  me  ?,  For  fince  I  came  to 
Pharaoh  to  fpeak  in  thy  name  he  hath  done  evil  to 
this  peq)le,  neither  haft  thou  delivered  thy  pwple  at 
aU-" 

Thus  far  has  fiowed  the  angry  tide  of  proud  {mpe* 
risd  pailion ;  and  thus  (ow  has  ebbed  the  tri^mbUng, 
retrtsating  ftream  of  baffled  expectation.  And  now, 
*'  It  is  time,  Lord,  that  thou  work !"  To  the  one  he 
faith,  ^'  Hitherto  ihalt  thou  conjie,  but  no  farther,  and 
here  ftall  thy  proud  waves  be  ftayed/'  To  the  other, 
^^  Return,  and  fill  all  thy  channels,  and  overflow  all 
thy  banks-'*  • 

The  An^el  of  the  Lord  begins  with  re-afTuring  Mo- 
fes himfelf^  by  a  recapitulation  of  the  tenour  of  the 
covenant  made  with  Abraham,  Ilaac,  and  Jacob,  under 
the  fan&ion  of  his  name  as  the  Lord  God  Almigh- 
ty. In  ail  thefe  wanderings,  weaknefles  and  diftreifes, 
they  had  been  encouraged  to  truft  in  a  Being,  omnip- 
otent to  proted  them,  all-fufficient  to  fupply  their 
wants.  But  their  pofterity  were  henceforth  to  know 
him  by  another  name,  and  under  a  new  defcription, 
even  the'  incommunicable,  unutterable  name  which  de- 
notes eternal,  unchangeable  felf-exiftence  ;  deriving 
nothing  from  any,  but  conferring  upon  all,  life,  and 
breaih,   and  all  things  j    who  is  above  all,  through 
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all,' and  in  all ;  **  the  fame  yefterday,  to-day,  and  for- 
ever :"  and,  of  confequence,  true  to  his  word,  faithful 
in  keeping  coven^ht,  tmalterable  in  his  decrees !  .  * 

Under  the  f^|  iif  that  moft  tremendous,  moft  an* 
Imating  and  infpiting  name,  Mofes  U  again  difpatched 
to  the  people,  with  the  afferance  of  a  fpeedy,  an  in- 
flantaneous  appearance  in  their  behalf.  But  alas ! 
their  fpirit  is  broken,  by  the  long  continuance  and 
accumulated  weight  of  their  calamities.  They  have 
been  difappointed  fo  often,  that  they  can  believe,  can 
hope  no  longer  ;  and  the  meffage  delivered  by  Mcrfes 
is  like  a  charming  fong  upon  the  ear  of  a  deaf  or  a 
dead  man.  He  is  fent  from  the  people  to  Pharaoh, 
with  a  repetition  of  the  demand  of  Heaven  upon  him. 
But  alas !  the  meffenger  himfelf  has  cai^ight  the  def- 
ponding  fpirit  of  the  unhappy  men  whom  he  had  been 
laft  vifiting ;  and  the  heart  of  Pharaoh  h?ts  not  in  the 
leaft  relented.  Heaven  feems  to  have  interpofed 
fomewhat  too  late ;  the  caufe  appears  loft.  Let  us 
judge  nothing  rafhly  j  let  us  not  judge  before  the 
time.  Let  us  humbly  and  patiently  wait  the  iffue, 
and  then  condemn  if  we.  dare,  if  we  can, 

—Mofes  at  the  bulh  faw  God,  under  the  appear- 
ance of  a  flame  of  fire  ;  but  no  man  can  fee  God  and 
live.  *'  No  man  hath  feen  God  at  any  time  :  the  on- 
ly begotten  Son,  which  is  in  the  bofom  of  the  Father, 
he  hath  declared  him."  The  deliverer  of  Ifrael  need- 
ed himfelf  to  be  nurtured  and  prepared  for  the  dif- 
charge  of  his  high  office ;  but  the  Saviour  of  a  loft 
\Vorld  entered  upon  the  execution  of  his  infinitely 
more  arduous  talk,  every  way  qualified  to  bring  it  to 
a  happy  conclufion.  The  Jewifh  lawgiver  ftood  him- 
felf condemned  by  the  law,  and  was  a  partaker  with 
others  in  guilt  and  tranfgreffion ;  the  Chriftian  Leader 
was  ''  holy,  harmlefs  and  undefiled.'*  Mofes  under- 
took the  work  affigned  to  him,  llowly  and  reludant- 
ly ;  but,  O  with  what  readinefs  did  the  friend  ^^ 
mankind  prefs  forward  to  the  perfefting  of  his  kina 
d'efign  •}  "  Lo  I  come :  in  the  volume  of  the  book  it 
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is  written  of  me :  I  delight  to  do  thy  will,  O  my 
God  2  yea,  thy  law  is  within  my  heart.*'  *  **  I  have 
a  baptifm  to  be  baptized  with,  and. jljNprw  am  I  (Iraiten- 
cd  till  it  be  accompliflied  ?"  t  And,  y^et  there  was  no 
fliame,  no  pain,  no  erofs  in  the  way  of  Mofes  ;  where- 
as the  Captain  of  falvation  was  to  be  "  made  perfect 
through  fufferings ;  neverthelefs,  he  advanced  undif- 
mayed  to  the  combat.  ''  With  defire  I  have  defired 
to  eat  this  paffover  with  you  before  I  fuflfer."  J  Mo- 
fes frequently  refiled  from  the  conflift,  fhrunk  from 
the  difficulty  and  danger,  failed  in  the  hour  of  trial  ^ 
but  our  great  Leader  and  Commander  went  on  "  con- 
quering and  to  conquer  ;'*  turned  not  back ;  defift- 
ed  not  from  doing  and  from  fuffering,  till  he  could  fay, 
•*  //  is  Jinifhed.**  The  Sun  of  righteoufnefs  fhineth  in 
his  (trength,  let  every^  ftar  hide  his  diminifhed  head* 
To  Him  be  glory  for  ever  and  ever.    Amen. 

*  Ffal.  xl.  7»  8.  f  Luke  xii*  50.  %  ^b*  ^i*  '5^ 
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Then  the  Lord/aid  uHto  Mo/es^  Nowjhalt  thou  fee  what 
I  will  do  unto  Pharaoh  ;  for  with  a  firong  handjhall 
.  he  let  them  go^  and  with  afii^g  handjhall  he  drhe 
them  aut  (f  bis  land* 


X  HE  hiftory  of  the  divine  condufl:  is  the  beft  tlluf- 
tration  of  the  nature  of  God.  Do  we  defire  to  know 
what  the  Supreme  Being  is  ?  We,  have  but  to  confider 
what  he  doe's »  Are  we  anxious  to  be  fatisfied  of  the 
truth  of  the  declarations  made  by  the  great  Jehovah 
concerning  himfelf  in  his  word  ?  Let  us  compare  them 
with  the  hiftory  and  experience  of  men  in  every,  age. 
The  proofs  of  the  divine  goodnefs  and  mercy  are  writ- 
ten in  charaders  fo  fair,  and  are  fo  frequently  prefented 
to  our  view,  that  not  to  obferve  them  muft  argue  the 
groffeft  ftupidity  and  inattention  ;  and  not  to  acknowl- 
edge, love  apd  adore  the  glorious  Source  of  that  un- 
bounded  goodnefs,  muft  argue  the  blackeft  ingratitude. 
When  the  Lord  makes  himfelf  known  by  l\it  judgments 
which  he  executes,  we  fee  him  advancing,  to  y£e 
the  ideas  and  the  language  of  men,  with  flow  and  reluc- 
tant fteps.  When  mifery  is  to  be  relieved,  benefits' 
conferred,  or  fins  forgiven,  the  bleffing  outruns  expec- 
tation, nay,  even  defire.  But,  when  the  wicked  are 
to  be  puniflied,  juftice  feems  to  regret  the  neceffity 
under  which  it  is  laid,  to  maintain  itfelf,  and  the  fiii- 
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ner  IB  not  deftroyed  tiH,  to  his  own  convidion,  hift 
condemnation  is  acquitted  of  iinrighteoufnefsy  and 
till  every  thing  around  hisi  calls  for  vengeance^ 

The  wickednefs  of  the  old  world  was  To  great,  that 
God  is  faid  to  have  '^repented  that  he  had  made  man.** 
Neverthelefs  after  God  had  threatened  to  deftroy  the 
human  race  with  a  deluge,  a  reprieve  of  many  yeara 
is  granted,  to  aBFord  fpace  and  means  for  averting  the 
calamity  by  repentance^  Abraham  was  permitted^r 
nay  encouraged,  to  intercede  for  the  finfiil,  the  devot- 
ed cities  of  the  plain  of  Jordan  ^  and  the  righteouf- 
•nefs  of  fo  fmall  a  number  %%five  perfoas  would  have 
faved  the  whole  people  of  thcrfe  regions.  The  nations 
of  Canaan  were  not  expelled,  to  make  way  for  Ifrael,; 
till  the  meafure  of  their  iniquity  was  fuH ;  and  the 
haughty  fpirit  of  Phsfllioh  was  not  brought  low,^  by 
wonder  upon  wonder,  by  plague  upon  plaguy  till 
he  had  hardened  his  heart  againft  the  power  of  God» 
i^nd  the  fufferings  of  i?ien,  and  thereby  made  himfelf 
^  "  veffel  of  wrath  fitted  for  deftrudion.** 

The  awful  fcene  \vhich  we  are  this  night  to  con-^ 
template,  is,,  in  more  refpedis  than  one,  fingular  and 
unexampled.  We  are  not  only  prefented  with  a  fe- 
ries  of  miracles,  a  demonflration  of  the  tremendous 
power  of  Almighty  Gob,  but,  what  is  ftill  more  ex- 
traordinary, they  are  a  feries  of  miracles,  ail  marked 
lYith  uncommon  rigour  and  feverity.  The  wife  and 
righteous.  Governor  of  the  world  leems,  in  this  in- 
ftance,  to  have  deviated  from  the  ufual  lenity  of  his 
proceeding  \  as  if  determined  to  make  men  tremble 
before  him,  and  to  ftand  in  awe  of  his  power  and  juf- 
tice,  as  well  as  to  hope  in  his  mercy. 
I  Mofes  and  Aaron,  though  their  former  embafly  to 
Pharaoh  had  met  with  a  reception  fo  mortifying  to 
themfelves,  and  fo  fatal  to  their  afflifted  brethren,  arc 
obliged  j^nd  encouraged  at  God's  command  to  under- 
take a  fecond.-  And  the  haughty  tyrant  having  dared 
to  rejeft  the  firft,  as  'delivered  in  the  name  of  an  un- 
known  God,  they  are  now  furnifned  with  credentials 
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which  carried  their  own  authority  oH  their  foreheads^ 
and  which  were  calculated  to  convince  every  thing 
but  rooted  infidelity,  of  the  divine  power  by  which 
^ey  were  iflued.  FirA,  they  make  reafon  fpeak* 
And  had  Pharaoh  been  wife,  no  other  monitor  had 
been  nbceflaryf  But  a  deaf  ear  being  turned  to  that 
meek  and  heavenly  charmer,  it  becomes  heedful  to 
employ  a  ftronger  and  more  forcible  language.  Be*  % 
ing  again  introduced^  they  again  deliver  their  meiTage^ 
and  are  again  treated  with  fcorn*  Aaron,  as  he  wa& 
commanded,  having  the  rod  o^  God  in  his  hand,  cads 
it  upon  the  ground  before  Pharaoh  and  his  court,  and 
lo!  it  inftantly  becomes  animated;  it  is  converted 
into  a  ferpent,  armed  with  deadly  poifon.  When 
lAofes  firft  beheld  this  ilrange  fight,  he  ^^  was  afraid, 
atxd  would  have  fled  :^  but  liHiraoh  appears  not  in 
the  leaft  alarmed*  The  fame  fire  melts  wax,  and 
hardens  clay ;  the  fame  dodrhie  is  the  favour  of  life 
unto  life  in  them  that  believe,  and  of  death'  unto 
death  in  them  that  perifh. 

Some  interpreters  have  alleged,  that  this  transform- 
ation was  not  only  miraculous,  but  emblematical,  and 
that  it  was  intended  to  humble  this  tyrannical  and  fan* 
guinary  prince,  by  exhibiting  a  reprefentation  of  his 
own  cnarafter,  and  of  his  fubferviency  to  the  power  of 
that  God  whom  he  had  prefumed  to  defy.  What  a 
fudden  and  flriking  change,  through  the  permiffion  of 
Providence,  takes  place !  A  harmlefs  rod  or  fhepherd's 
crook,  the  emblem  of  mild,  wife  and  good  government, 
is  changed  into  a  poifonous  fnake,  the  emblem  of  cru- 
elty and  oppreffion.  And  lo,  at  the  divine  pleafure, 
the  poifon  is  again  extradled,  the  deadly  tooth  is  pluck* 
ed  out,  and  the  fiery  ferpent  becomes  a  harmlefs  rod 
again.  And  thus,  in  general,  afHiftive  providences 
are  either  the  gentle  rod  of  a  wife  father  to  admonifh, 
to  correft  and  to  reform ;  or  the  keen  two-edged 
fword  of  an  adverfary,  to  cleave  afunder,  to  devour 
and  to  deftroy.  Whether  this  were  intended  or  not, 
it  is  evident  Pharaoh  underftqod  it  not, -or  difregarded 
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k«  And,  as  infidelity  is  always  defirous  of  fortifyingf 
itfelf  by  fomething  that  has  the  femblance  of  reafon : 
and^  ivhile  it  pretends  to  doubt  of  every  thing,  is,  ia 
truth,  the  mod  iimple  and  cr^dulom  principle  in  the 
world,  Pharaoh  afFefts  to  treat  tha  miracle  ivhich  waa 
wrought  by  Mofes  and  Aaron,  a«^  a  mere  trick,  a  feat 
of  necromancy  or  nwigic.  He  calls  for  fuch  of  his. 
own  peoj^le  as  profeflfed  tfaefc  att^  to  confront  thenl 
with>  the  Ifraelitifh  ambaffadors  y  in  order  to  oppofe 
(kill  to  fkill,  and  to  diminifh  the  vefpeA  and  attention 
claimed  by  Mofes  and  Aaron,  to  their  mii&ony  and  to^ 
their  God,  by  fhewing  fimilar,  or  equal  figns,  per- 
formed by  Jannes  and  Jambres^  the  votaries  of  aa 
Egyptian  deity. 

The  magicians  confidently  undettfiifce  the  tafk,-and^ 
through  the  permiflSi  of  Heaveii,  parti jr  fuccefed. 
Their  rods  caft  upoii  the  grbund^'likewife  become 
ferpents*  The^  heart  of  Pharaoh  exUrlts,  ai^d  the  naa^i^ 
gicians  of  Egypt  laugh  the  Jewifli  ihepherds  to  fcorn. 
But  the  triumph  of  unbelief  is  only  for  a  moment* 
Aaron*sr  rod,  in  its  ferpent  ftate,  fwallowed  up  their 
rods.  Reafoning  man  will  afk,  why  were  not  impiety 
and  infidelity  checked  in  their  very  firft  attempt  I 
Why  were  the  demons  of  Egypt  left  in  poffeffion  of 
the  flighted  veftige  of  power,  to  oppofe  or  to  imitate 
the  mighty  poAver  of  God  ?  Why  grant  to  Pharaoh 
and  to  his  magicians,  even  the  momentary  triumph  of 
their  incantations  ?  The  reafon  is  obvious.  Had  the 
Egyptian  enchantments  been  attended  with  no  fuccefs, 
^nd  produced  no.  effeft,  infidelity  wonld  have  had  its 
,plea  at  hand.  '*  Your  pretended  miracle  is  mere  il- 
lufion,  it  is  an  attempt  to  raiflead  our  underftanding, 
by  impofing  upon  our  fenfes.  Though  we  cannot 
produce  this  particular  effeft,  or  perform  this  particu- 
lar trick,  by  our  art,  we  can  efieft  wonders  equally 
or  much  more<aftonifliing.''  But,  by  being  permitted 
to  fucceed  in  their  firft  eftort,  and  to  rival  Mofes  and 
Aaron  fo  far  in  power  and  reputation,  they  areinfen- 
fibly  drawn  iir  to  give  their  fanftion  to  the  fign  per- 
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formed  by  the  Hebrews,  for  the  fake  of  theif  own 
credit ;  and  no  fooner  is  it  ftamped  for  currency,  wijh. 
their  image  and  fuperfcription,  than  they  and  theii' 
abettors  are  confounded,  by  feeing  the  wretched  imr 
preifion  of  their  art  etfaeed,  abforbed,  annihilated.; 
and  no  image  remains  vifible,  but  that  of  the  living 
and  true  God.  The  Power  which  fwallowed  up  the 
inagicians'  rods,  cojild  as  .eafily  have  prevented  the 
iranfmutation ;  but  the  confutation  is  much  more 
complete  by  the  one,  thap  it  would  haye  been  by  the 
other.  Impiety  has  ihut  her  own  mouth,  and  infideU 
ity  ftands  ftripped  of  her  laft^and  only  plea. 

An  opportunity  is  here  prefeiUed  of  inftituting  an 
Jnquiry,  which  has  greatly  employed  and  violently. 
^yided  the  learned  and  ingenious  ;  namely,  whether 
the  fupernatural  effe^s,  herdBlnd  elfewhere  in  fcrip- 
ture  afcribed  to  the  agency  of  demons  and  malignant 
^irits,  through  the  praSice  of  mgigical  arts,  wer^  real 
miracles,  that  is,  alterations  of  the  known  and  eftabr 
lifhed  laws  of  nature,  by  the  permiffion  of  Grpp  ;  or 
pnly  dexterous,  impofitions,  praftifed  by  fubtle  artifts^ 
pn  the  iimple  and  credulous,  giving  the  appearance  of 
reality'  to  what  had  no  exiftence  ?  We  fhall  not  take 
upon  us  to  determine,  whether  of  thefe  two  opinions 
is  moft  conformable  to  reafon,  and  to  the  analogy  of 
faith.  But  the  opportunity  having  offered,  we  fliall 
take  the  liberty  of  fuggefting  foip^  cpftfider^tions, 
tending  lefs  to  fettle  the  queftion,  thaji  to  fhew  that, 
perhaps,  it  is  not  capable  of  a  folution.  But  our 
grand  ajn^  Ihall  be  to  fliew,  that,  which  ever  fide  men 
Eire  pleafed  to  take,  the  miracles  wrought  in  fupport 
pf  truth,  through  the  agency  of  the  Author  of  all 
gpod,  preferve  all  their  fuperiority,  and  the  truth  it-» 
fejf  fliines  in  all  it?  luftre. 

And,  firft,  if  we  try  the  caufe  by  the  letter  of  the 
narration  of  ^^ofes,  it  will  immediately  ftrike  every 
reader,  that  thefe  extraordinary  feats  were  actually 
produced  by  the  power  of  the  devil.  The  hiftory  re- 
lates the  change  that  paffed  on  the  magicians'  rods,  i^ 
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the  felf-fame  terms  which  dpcribc  the  tranfmutation  of 
Aaron's  j  and  the  name  given  to  thefe  execrable  men, 
is  the  fame  that  belongs  to  perfons  who  have  devoted 
themfelves  to  the  wicked  one*  On  the  other  hand 
we  know,  that  fcripture,  in  defcribing  natural  objefts, 
Ufually  accommodates  itfelf  to  the  prevailing  notions 
of  the  ages  and  nations  in  which  the  infpircd  authors 
lived  and  wrote ;  that  it  condefoends  even  to  adopt 
the  language,'the  ideas,  arid  the  prejudices  of  the  vul- 
gar ;  and,  that  it  employs,  not  the  accurate  language 
and  juft  ideas  of  philofophy,  but  thofe  of  common 
life,  in  treating  the  greateft  and  moft  important  fub« 
jefts.  We  thence  conclude,  that  whether  the  en- 
chantments of  the  magicians  produced  real  miracles, 
or  were  deceptions  merely,  the  Spirit  of  God  would 
certainly  have  narratecftie  facl  in  the  felf-fame  terms* 
From  the  letter  of  the  facred  hiftory,  therefore,  we 
can  draw  no  conclufive  argument  for  either  fide  of 
the  queftion. 

We  fhall  have  equal  reafon  to  fufpend  ourjudg* 
ment,  if  we  try,  fecondly,  to  decide  it  by  the  relaticms 
tranfmitted  to  us,  from  various  ages  and  regions  of  the 
world,  concerning  real  or  feeming  enchantments.  It 
would,  perhaps,  be  as  difficult  to  perfuade  the  men  of 
our  own  age,  that  fuch  ^  thing  as  witchcraft  ever  ex- 
ifted,  as  it  would  have  been,  to  convince  our  anceftors 
in  fome  former  ages,  that  moft  of  the  effeQ:s  afcribed 
to  Satan  and  his  agents,  had  no  foundation  but  in  the 
cunning,  dexterity  and  knavery  of  one  part  of  man- 
kind^ pradkifing  on  the  ignorance,  credulity  and  fim* 
f)licity  of  another.  But,  as  it  would  betray  a  filly  and 
ridiculous  eafmefs  of  belief,  oil  the  one  hand,  to  admit 
as  true,  the  ten  thoufand  ftories,  which  the  times  of 
ignorance  devifed,  related  and  believed  j  and  with 
which  our  own  childhood  may  have  been  feared  and 
alarmed ;  fo,  it  would  certainly  be  an  unreafonable 
and  abfurd  degree  of  fcepticifm,  on  the  other,  to  re- 
ject as  fabulous  every  relatfon-  of  this  fort,  however 
Well  authenticated*  Wife  and  good  men  have  prov- 
ed. 
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«d,  by  arguments  amounting  almoft  to  demonftration, 
the  abfurdity  of  admitting  the  adual  interference  of  a 
diabolical  power  in  order  to  deceive  mankind.  And 
wife  and  £ood  men,  by  evidence  apparently  as  clear 
and  fatis&£kary,  have  endeavoured  to .  eflablifh  the 
certainty  of  fuch  interference  in  particular  indances. 
And  this  feems  a  good  reafen  ^aintt  pronouncing 
haflily  upon  the  nature  of  4;he  forceries  pradifed  b/ 
the  magicians  of  E^pt. 

We  miall  find  ourfelves  equally  In  the  dark,  if  we  at- 
tenq)t  to  form  our  judgment,  in  the  third  place,  on 
metaphyfical  notions.  Our  minds  are  exceedingly  lim* 
itei  with  refped  to  all  obge&s,  and  particularly  with 
Te^e£t  40  the  naturae  of  fpirits.  We  know,  froni  ex- 
perience, that  the  foul,  little  as  it  comprehends  its 
own  nature  and  elTence,  haa||ft  wonderful  influence 
over  every  particle  of  that  body  to  which  it  is  united : 
but  we  can  form  no  notion  of  the  power  and  influence, 
which  fpirits  cd  a  different  cfrder  may  poflefs  over 
lar££r  portions  of  matter,  and  even  over  our  bodies, 
and,  of  confequence,  over  our  mind^  Much  lefs  are 
we  able  to  conceive  what  an  extent  of  power  the 
Father  of  fpirits  may,  for  wife  purpofes,  have  permit- 
ted to  evil  fpirits,  over  the  whole  world  of  nature, 
which  has  fallen  into  diforder,  and  is  labouring  under 
the  curfe  of  Heaven,  on  account  of  man's  apoftacy. 
The  Jifbited  nature  of  human  underftanding,  there- 
fore, likewife  forbids  us  to  decide  too  peremptorily  on 
a  fubjeft  fo  obvioufly  involved  in  difficulty. 

Finally,  the  principles  of  religion  here  refufe  to  lend 
us  their  aid.  In  whatever  tends  to  convey  laving 
light  to  the  foul,  or  peace  to  the  tx^nfcience ;  in  all 
that  relates  to  the  government  of  the  heart,  or  the 
wife  conduQ:  of  the  life,  religion  is  ever  at  hand,  and 
kindly  offers  her  aid,  nay,  preffes  it  upon  us ;  but,  in 
queftionsW  doubtful  difputation,  in  wfiich  men  rath- 
er aim  at  gratifying  a  reftlefs  curiofity,  or  wild  imagi- 
naltion,  than  at  improving  the  underftanding,  or  mend- 
ing the  hearty  r«ivelati<>n  rathe/*  checks  and  repreffes 
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inquiry,  than  promifes  or  lends  her  affiftance.  It  is 
fumcient  then,  for  our  purpofe,  to  fay,  that  of  what* 
ever  nature  were  the  incantations  of  the  Egyptian 
magicians,  and  whatever  their  efFefts,  the  God  of 
truth,  by  the  hand  of  Mofes  and  Aaron,  put  his  infi- 
nite fuperiority  beyond  a  poffibility  of  doubt ;  and 
extorted  an  acknowledgment  of  it  from  the  mouths 
df  the  magicians  themfelves.  But,  though  they  are 
put  to  jBilence,  and  Pharaoh  is  confounded,  by  the  niir- 
acle  of  Aaron's  rod  fwallowing  up  their  rods,  yet 
they  are  not  brought  to  fee  the  inliffficiency  of  their 
art,  neither  is  he  yet  reduced  to  yield  obedience  to  an 
authority  aflferted  by  fo  high  a  hand.  A  miracle, 
therefore,  which  only  threatened,  but  continued  harm- 
lefs ;  a  miracle  which  proved  fatal  only  to  the  in** 
ftruments  of  forcery  aftd  enchantment,  failing  to  pro- 
duce compliance,  it  becomes  at  length  neceffary  to 
follow  up  the  remonftrances  of  reafon  and  hum&nity, 
and  the  evidence  of  figns,  powerful  indeed,  yet  inno- 
cent, by  the  operation  of  figns  that  fliall  be  felt :  figns, 
which  fhall  addrefs  themfelves^  to  the  underftanding, 
and  the  fenfcs,  at  once  ;;  and  fliall  force  conyi^on  up- 
on the  moft  carelcfs  ind  incredulous. 

Their  river,  the  Nile,  was  the  chief  ground  of  glo- 
rifjring  to  the  Egyptians.  It  was  the  ornament  of 
their  country,  and  the  fource  of  its  fertility.  Deriv- 
ing the  moifter,  neceffary  to  fruftification,  frdm 
thence,  they  vainly  boafted  that  they  were  independ- 
ent of  the  heaveiis  ;  ftanding  in  no  need,  like  the 
reft  of  the  world,  of  the  refrelhing  drops  which  fall 
from  thence.  Egypt,  therefore,  is  firft  fmitten,  in 
the  darling  fource  of  its  pride  ;  and  that  which  pre- 
fumptuouily  put  itfelf  in  the  place  of  God,  firft  feels 
the  power  of  God  \  and  tecomes,  not  a  cajufe  of  vain- 
glorious boafting,  but  a  loathing  and  an  aj)omination 
to  its  worftiippers.  Smitten  with  tiie  awful  rod,  its 
waters  are  inftantly  and  uhiverfally  turned  into 
blood.  Horrid  change  1  An  iilrtindation  of  the  rivfer 
too  fcanty,  threatened  a  famine c- all  ifcHndatiohjoo 
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lirppbus,  threatened  a  dehige.  B^t,  O  dreadful  re^ 
fleifticn !  the  river  no  longer  flows  with  that  precious 
refrefhing  fluid,  which  gives  drink  and  renewed  yigr 
our  to  thirfty  man,  to  thirfty  cattle,  to  the  parched 
ground  ;  but  a  fluid  which  taints  the  air  ;  which  ex^ 
cites  abhorrence,  infl:ea4  of  fatisfying  the  appetite ; 
and  which  kills  what  it  contains,  inftead  of  communi- 
cating life  and  fruitfulnefs  whereever  it  is  diffufed. 
And  ihould  it  rife  and  fwell,  what  is  it  ?  An  abofnin- 
able  deluge  of  blood.  Its  ftreams  had  been  often 
ftained  with  the  blood  of  Hebrew  innocent^ ;  and  its 
favage  mafter  is  no^  puniflied  with  feeing  its  vaft 
channel  filled,  from  fliorp  to  Ihore,  with  one  crimfon 
tide.  In  this  awful  glafs  we  are  made  to  fee,  that 
whatfoever  men  exalt  into  the  room  of  God,  and  wor- . 
ihip  as  God,  will  fooner  or  laier  become  a  loathing 
or  a  curfe  to  them  ;  and  that  the  inftrument  of  their 
fin  afluredly  will  be  converted,  at  length,  into  th«  in- 
ftrument of  their  punifliment. 

*'  And  the  magicians  of  Egypt  did  fo  with  their 
enchantments.-'  Fooliftj,  unhappy  men  ;  to  try  to 
increafe  an  evil  which  was  already  intolerable !  If  their 
art  could  have  done  any  thing,  it  had  been  more  wife* 
ly  employed  in  endeavouring  to  purify  and  fweeten 
thofe  polluted  ftreams.  To  fucceed  m  multiplying 
blood  was  ruinous.  The  greater  the  power  of'  their 
art,  the  more  pernicious  it  was  to  themfelves  and  to 
their  country.  And  this  is  the  whole  extent  of  the 
J>oafted  power  of  Satan  ;  it  is  a  power  to  do  evil,  a 
power  to  deftroy  :  but  a  power  deftitiite  both  of  ca- 
pacity and  of  inclination  to  do  good.  Whereas  that 
of  Heaven,  though  it  be  an  ability  to  do  evil,  is  an 
ability  to  this  effe^,  which  it  exercifes  rarely,  and 
with  reludance  ;  whereas  the  doing  of  good,  and  the 
difFufing  of  happinefs>  is  its  habitual  objeft,  and  its  , 
conftant  employment.  Vain  man  would  be  independ- 
ent, and  fometimes  boaft§  that  he  is  fo  ;  and  yet, 
what  is  he  ?  A  creature  fuftained  by  bread,  and  re-  ^ 
fireihed  by  water  j  he  lives  by  refpiring  the  air  which 
*  he 
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he  fuck$  in ;  he  depends,  tvery  inftant  of  his  exift'^ 
cnce,  on  the  aid  of  every  element.  Let  the  quantity 
or  the  qualities  of  any  one  of  them  be  ever  fo  little 
changed,  .and  that  moment  he  becomes  mtferableu 
One  rainy  or  droughty  feafon  makes  whole  nations  to 
languish ;  the  froft  of  a  night  deftroys  the  hope  of  a 
year  ;  and  a  fingle  blaft  of  wind  fends  mighty  navies 
to  the  bottom.  There  is  no  need  of  a  miracle  to 
plague  thofe  whom  God  means  to  puniih.  AH  na« 
ture  is  at  war  with  his  ndverfaries :  the  ftars,  in  their 
courfes,  fight  againft  thofe  who  fight  with  God.  O 
may  we  never  be  fo  mad  as  to  provoke  that  Power  by 
vrhich  we  are  continually  fupported,  and  from  which 
we  cannot  flee  1 

After  a  chaftifement  fo  awful,  ^ho  could  have  im- 
agined that  Pharaoh  was  able  ftill  to  ftand  out  ?  But 
the  human  heart  exhibits  a  myftery  of  iniquity,  which 
nothing  but  multiplied  e^erience  could  render  credi* 
ble.  The  next  fummons  has  a  threatening  annexed 
it ;  and  the  moment  of  refufal  is  to  be  the  mo* 
ment  of  execution.  The  plague  threatened,  being 
particularly  fpecified  beforehand,  was. likely  to  excite 
the  greater  alarm,  and  thereby  i;o  drive  the  offender 
to  the  means  of  prevention  :  but,  it  would  appear, 
Pharaoh  c^efpifed  it.  What,  terrified  at  a  fwarm  of 
frogs  !  vermin,  loathfome  indeed,  but  defpicably 
harmlefs.  How  ignorantly  do  men  eftimate  the  judg- 
ments of  God,  when  they  confider  only  the  inftru- 
ment  which  he  employs.  Men  effedl  little  with  large 
and  abundant  means ;  God  performs  wonders  with 
things  mean  and  contemptible.  Is  a  haughty  tryant 
to  be  fubdued  ?  There  is  no  need  of  more  than  twelve 
legions  of  angels ;  an  army  of  frogs,  in  the  hand  of 
God,  is  fufficient  for  the  purpofe.  Again  the  magi- 
cians are  weak  enough  to  aflift  the  plague  ;  at  lead, 
they  affeft  to  lend  their  aid ;  and  rather  than  not  be 
thought  mighty,  will  feejc  to  themfelves  a  name  by 
Joing  mifchief.  Again  the  river,  which  miniftered  fo 
much  to  their  pride,  is  made  the  minifter  of  avenging 
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Heaven  to  punHh  tl»m»  As  its  waters  Were  lately  all 
blood,  to  poifon  the  fifhes  which  it  contai&ed,  a»d  to 
taint  the  air,  fo  now  they  are  all  putrefadioa,  to  givft 
dreadful  life  to  an  innumer^le  race  of  odious  vermin, 
for  humbling  the  proud.  Every  creature  is,  and 
does,  juft  that  which  God  would  have  it  to  be,  and  to 
do— it  becomes  eitha^  a  blefling,  or  a  curfe,  at  his 
command  !  And,  ^i^ere  we  wife  enough,  to  aififl  our 
weak,  or  to  correft  our  erroneous  vifion,  by  th^  op- 
tics of  the  fanduary,  we  ihould  behold,  under  many 
a  fair  and  flattering  form,  much  loathfomenefs  and 
deformity, 

Pharaoh  defpifed  this  plague,  while;  it  was  only 
threatened,  but  feels  it  to  be  no  flight  one,  when  it 
falls  upon  him :  and  he  is,  in  this  refped^  the  image 
of  many  a  thoughtlefs  fmner, .  who  trifle  with  the 
judgments  denounced  in  the  word  of  God,  till  bitter 
expefieifce  teaches  them,  that  every  arrow  from  the 
quiver  of  the  Almighty  is  both  penetrating  and  poi- 
fonous.  The  proud  heart  which  refufed  to  bend,  at 
length  begins  to  break  ;  and  a  flow,  lingering,  partial, 
relu^ant  confent  is  given  to  the  demand  of  Heaven ; 
and  permiffion  is  granted  to  the  people,  to  go,  "  that 
they  may  do  facrifice  unto  the  Lord.*'  The  coiKef* 
fion,  flight  as  it  is,  procures  a  refpite*  '  Mercy,  ever 
on  the  wing,  flies  to  fuccour  the  miferable. 

We  have  feen  Mofes  and  Aaron  executing  the  judg- 
ments of  avenging  Heaven,  by  the  agency  of  a  rod. 
Chrift  himfelf  is  the  powerful  word,  by  which  God 
made  and  fuftains  worlds  y  the  all-potent  inflirument 
to  fave,  and  to  deflroy.  "  With  righteoufnefs  fliall 
he  judge  the  poor,  and  reprove  with  equity,  for  the* 
meek  of  the  earth ;  and  he  fliall  fmite  the  earth  with 
the  rod  of  his  mouth,  and  with  the  breath  of  his 
lips  fliall  he  flay  the  wicked/'  Mofes*  a£ied  by  a  del- 
egated power  :  Jefus  has  all  power  in  himfelf.  "  Mo* 
fes  verily  was  faithful  in  all  his  houfe  as  a  fervant : 
but  Chrifl:  as  a  fon  over  hil  own  houfe."  The  fame 
Alofes  was  the  deliverer  of  Ifrael,  and  the  fcourge  of 
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Egypt :  the  fame  Jefus,  who  is  the  author  of  eternal 
falvation  to  them  that  believe,  "  fliall  be  revealed  from 
heaven,  with  his  mighty  angels,  in  flaming  fire :  tak- 
ing vengeance  on  them  that  know  not  God,  and  that 
obey  not  the  gofpel  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift/'  "  AH 
judgment  is  committed  to  the  Son.**  **  He  fhall  reign, 
till  he  hath  put  all  his  enemies  under  his  feet.**  "  The 
lafl:  enemy  that  fhall  be  deftroyed  is  death.** 

"  O  death  where  is  thy  fling  ?  O  grave,  where  is 
thy  viftory  ?  Thanks  be  to  God,  which  giveth  us  the 
yiOiory  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.**     Amen, 


t 
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EXODUS'  X.    7. 

And  PhardoFi  feroarasfaid  unto  hm.  Haw  long  Jbdlt 
this  man  be  afnare  unto  us  ?  Let  the  men  go^  that  the/ 
may  /erve  the  Lord  their  God:  knawejl  thou  not  yet  ^ 
that  Egyft  is  dejiroyed  f 

AlOW  very  difieilent  an  app^rance  do  objeds  we?ir^ 
according  as  they  are  beautified  axnl  exalted  by  the 
favQur.of  Heaven,  of  blafjted  and  disfigured  by  the 
curfe  of  an  offended  God  !  Eden,  before  man's  apof- 
tacy  ;  Eden,  frefh  planted,  by  the  fpvereign  hand  of 
the  Creator,  contained  every  tree  that  is  pleafant  to 
the  fight  and  good  for  food,  and  in  the  midft  of  it  was 
the  tree  of  life  ;  but,  O  fad  reverfe,  the  fatal  effeft  o^ 
tranfgreffion  !  "  Curfed  is  the  ground  for  thy  fake  ; 
thorns .  and  thiftles  ihall  it  bring  forth  to  thee  ;''  and 
the  tree  of  life  is  removed  to  happier  regions,  or  guard- 
ed from  guilty  man's  approach,  by  the  flaming  fwords 
of  the  cherubim.  The  plain  of  Jordan,  well-watered 
every  where,  and  beautiful  as  the  garden  of  the  Lord, 
delighted  the  eyes,  and  allured  the  heart  of  Lot,  yfhtn 
he  feparated  himfelf  from  his  uncle  Abraham^  But 
O  how  awfully  changed  that  once  delicious  fpot !  The 
day  when  Lot  went  out  of  it,  "  Abraham  looked  to- 
wards Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  and  towards  all  the 
land  of  the  plain,  and  beheld,  and  lo,  the  fmoak  of 
the  country  went  up,  as  the  fmoak  of  a  furnace.** 
What  a  charming  profpeA  did  Egypt  prefent  in  the; 
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days  of  her  glory  ?  Her  fertile  furface,  covered  with 
the  ^Iver  flux  of  her  (lately,  overflowing  river,  except 
where  thoufands  of  populous  cities  lifted  up  their 
proud  heads  to  the  ikies  ;  or,  when  the  river  retreated, 
Jier  golden,  luxuriant  harvefl:s  waving  with  the  fra- 
grant wind-  How  changed  the  fcene,  when  the  Nile 
ran,  not  water,  but  blood  ;  after  the  murrain  had  de- 
ftroyed  all  their  cattle ;  after  the  lightning  and  the 
bail  had  blafled  every  tree,  had  devoured  every  herb, 
and  the  ^^  locufts  hstd  confumed  what  the  hail  had 
left  !'*  What  makes  earth  refemble  heaven  ;  and  men 
like  angels  ?  The  prefence,  the  bleffing,  and  the  im- 
age of  God  !  What  once  covered  the  earth  with  wa- 
ter, and  ftem  at  length  ddlroy  it  by  fire  ?  What  finks 
men  to  the  leyel  of  diabolical,  damned  fpirits,  and 
adds  tenfold  horror  to  gloomy  hell  ?  The  wrath  of 
the  Almighty,  and  the  deprivation  of  his  glorious  fim- 
ilitude.  Nature  finks  under  the  defcription  and  the 
denunciation  of  the  divine  difpleafure.  What  muft 
it  be  to  endure  its  dreadful  effefts,  without  intermif- 
fion,  and  without  end  ! 

Inftead  of  going  into  ai  particular  detail  of  the  fub- 
fequent  plagues  wherewith  God  affli&ed  Egypt,  wo 
(hall  fuggeft  a  few  hiftorical  and  pradical  remarks 
upon  the  fubjeQ:  in  general,  ferving  to  unfold  thd 
windings  and  the  workings  of  the  human  heart,  to 
illuftrate  and  vindicate  the  ways  of  Providence,  to  ex- 
pofe  the  madnefs  of  fl:riving  againft  God,  and  to  dif- 
play  the  wifdom,  the  fafety  and  the  happinefs  of  fub- 
mitting  readily,  cheerfully  and  univerfally  to  the  di- 
vine authority. 

And,  firft.  We  obferve,  that  as  God  has  many 
inconceivable  methods  of  doing  good  to  men ;  fo  his 
power  of  punifhing  is  unlimited,  and  the  treafures  of 
his  wrath  are  far  beyond  what  fear  itfelf,  which  mag- 
nifies every  object,  can  fancy.  Of  his  glorious  capac- 
ity and  difpofition  to  blefs  mankind,  who  has  not  en- 
joyed the  fweeteft^  -and  frequently  repeated  experi* 
cn'ce  ?  Whofe  life  is  fo  fliort,  as  not  to  contain  a  hif, 
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tory  et  benefits,  a  dUjplay  of  mercy,  a  proiufion  of 
loving-kindneis,  which  aftoniih  while  they  delight  i 
Whofe  portion  of  felicity  i^  fo  fcanty,  as  not  to  ^cMb* 
it  wonders  of  goodnefs  infinitely  above  the  defert  of 
angels  ?  What  underftanding  is  fo  brutifh,  what  heart 
k  ungrateful,  as  not  to  recur,  at  the  firfl  call,  to  a 
multitude  of  fpecial  bleffings,  preffing  upon  the  mem- 
ory, urging  prior  or  fuperior  claims  of  acknowledg- 
ment and  pmife  ?  Need  you  to  be  told,  ungrateful, 
forgetful  children  of  men  !  Need  you  to  be  told,  tha. 
value  of  an  uninterrupted  and  (teady  courfe  of  good 
health ;  or  of  the  more  fenfihle  benefit  of  recovery 
from  ilcknefs  and  pain  ?  Shall  I  fend  you  back  to 
years  that  are  long  paft,  or  recall  yefterday  to  your 
recollection  ?  Shall  I  remind  you  of  that  common 
bounty  which  gives  you,  day  by^day,  your  daily  bread  j 
or  of  that  fingular,  mall  I  fay  miraculous,  interpofition, 
which  feemed  to  drop  down  manna  around  your  tab- 
ernacle? Mufl  all  ages,  and  nations,  and  regions  of 
the  world,  be  made  to  pafs  in  review  before  your 
eyes ;  or  will  you  confine  your  obfervatien  to  your 
own  moment  of  exiftence,  your  own  hand^breadth  of 
ipaqe,  your  own  two  or  three  acquaintances  and  eon- 
temporaries,  your  own  pittance  of  knowledge  i  Shall 
the  glories  of  nature,  or  the  wonders  of  Providence^^ 
be  unfolded  to  your  view  ?  Will  you  contemplate  the 
fatnefs  and  fragrancy  of  the  fertile  earth,  or  the  yaft- 
nefs  and  brilliancy  of  the  azure  vault  of  heaven  ? 
Will  you  confine  yourfelves  to  things  feen  and  tern* 
poral ;  or,  borne  as  on  the  eagle's  wing,  contemplate 
things  which  are  unfeen  and  eternal  ?  Will  you  con-r 
verfe  with  your  fellow-mortals  on  the  furface  of  thist 
molehill,  or  join  in  the  fongs  and  raptures  of  angels, 
who  furround  the  throne,  and  of  the  fpirits  of  juft 
men  "made  perfeft,  immortal  intelligences,  perfeftly 
awake  to  the  full  perception  of  their  bleffednefs  ? 
CHoofe  you  to  dwell  on  the  tranfitory  comforts  of  the 
Kfe  that  now  is,  or  to  anticipate  the  joys  fubftantial, 
fi^cere  and  lafting^^  of  that  which  is  to  come  I  Crea- 
tion, 
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tion  fpre^d^  b<r  fair,  het  an^le,  her  fplendid  page  to 
the  delighted  eye;  The  myfterious  volume,  fealed 
to  the  carekfs  reader  as  with  fey  en  feals,  to  the  feri^ 
pus  and  attentive  foul  unveils^  the  hidden  wifdom  o^ 
Goo,  and,  written  with  a  fun-beam,  there  ftands  re- 
corded the  gracious  purpose  .of  Him  who  "  worketh 
all  things,  after  the  counfel  of  his  own  will." 
.  Wouldft  thou  be  fatisfied,  O  man,  tl^at.  the  great 
GoDthas  me^ns  innumerable,  unutterable,  tncompr&t 
henfible,  of  conferring  happinefs  on  mankind  ?•  Think, 
G  think,  how  he  has  loved  tjie  world,  in  the  redemp- 
tion of  it  by  Christ  Jesus  !  Think  how  many  dem- 
onftralion^  jof  grace  meet  in.  that  onej  "  God  fpared 
not  his  own  Son,  but  gave  him  up  for  us  all!"  And 
when  you  have  ruminated,  and  ruminated,  on  the 
Juftory  of  redeemii^  love  ^  when  you  have  recovered 
from  the  aftonifliment  and  joy  of  contemplating  what 
God  has  4one  for  you,  lofe  yourfelf  afrefh  in  the 
profpeQ:  of  what  the  Lord  hath  laid  up  for  the  heirs 
of  falvatiour— in  the  profped  gf  that  great,  e3j:ceeding 
and  "  eternal  weight  of  glory,'*  ".  which  eye  hath  not 
feen,  nor  ear  heard,  and  of  which  it  hath  not  entered 
into  the  heart  of  man**  to  form  any  adequate  concep- 
tion of  idea!  Fly,  O  my  foul,  whitherfoever  thou 
wilt ;  fettle  whereeyer  thou  wilt,  infinite  gopdnefs 
ftill  fupports  thy  flight,  and  fettle  thou  mull  opi  the 
rock  of  ages,  at  laft. 

.  But,  ah !  my  friend,  this  God,  almighty  to  fave,  is 
alfo  mighty  to  deftroy.  As  his  bounty  is  an  inex- 
haufted  fource  of  plenty  to  blefs  his  friends,  fo  his 
juftice  is  a  capacious  quiver,  ftored  with  innumerable 
poifoned  arrows,  to  (hed  the  blood,  to  drink  up  the 
fpirits  of  his  adverfaries.  Think,  in  how  many  parts 
ait  thou  vulnerable  ?  In  every  particle  of  thy  frame, 
in  every  faculty  of  thy  foul.  Every  fenfe  opens  a  paf- 
fage  for  the  entrance  of  an  avenging  God.  The  un- 
derftanding,  at  his  command,  expands  to  the  dread-* 
ful  perception  of  juftice  that  will  not  bend ;  of  feveri-. 
ty  that  knows  not  to  relax ;  of  vengeance  that  admits 
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not  or  pity,  iwemory,  rouiea  oy  tnat  trumpet  wnicn 
awakes  the  dead,  gives  new  form  and  fubftance  to 
the  hideous  fpeftres  of  tranfgreffions  long  (ince  de* 
parted,  and  which  were  vainly  imagined  to  be  hid  in 
the  grave  forever ;  and  the  guilty  wretch  is  dragged 
to  the  bitter  recolleftion  of  what  he  once  dwelt  on 
with  unhallowed  delight,  and  now  would  fain  bury 
in  eternal  oblivion ;  or  which  he  gladly  would,  at  the 
price  of  worlds,  Redeem  from  the  hiftory  of  his 
wretched  life.  As  memory,  to  fulfil  the  righteous 
judgment  of  God,  can  readily  fummon  up  all  that  is 
paft,  in  order  to  awaken  remorfe,  and  infpire  terror  j 
fo  fear  launches  forth  into  the  boundlefs,  endlefs  re« 
gions  of  futurity,  and  roufes  defpair ;  and  In  the  very 
abyffes  of  burning  hell,  fhudders  at  the  thought  of 
a  deeper  gulph,  and  of  a  hotter  flame.  Read,  O  fin- 
ner,  the  hiftory  of  the  plagues  of  Egypt,  and  tremble  f 
Suppofe,  for  a  moment,  the  cup  wherewith  thou  art 
ready  to  quench  thy  burning  thirft,  inftantly  turned 
into  blood,  to  the  loathing  of  thy  foul  and  thy  fieih. 
Suppofe  thy  body  ftruck  with  an  univerfal  leprofy,  or 
the  duft  under  thy,  feet  quickened  into  abominable 
vermin ;  the  air  around  thy  head  impregnated  with 
fwarms  of  noifome  infefts ;  thy  fun  extinguifhed  for 
three  tedious  lingering  days,  and  the  thunder  of  an 
angry  God  rolling  over  thy  guilty  devoted  habitation ; 
and  fuppofe  all  this  to  be  but  the  beginning  of  forrow  ; 
the  mere  threatenings  of  wrath  to  come  ;  woe  that 
may  be  endured,  torment  that  may  expire :  for  ah  ! 
from  yonder  fearful  pit  arifes  the  fmoak  of  a  fire 
that  ihall  not  be  quenched ;  fmoak  that  fhall  afcend 
forever  and  ever.  I  hear  groans  burfting  from  the 
bofom  of  defpair  ;  and  the  rattling  of  everlafting,  ad- 
amantine chains.  Behold  the  wild  looks,  the  agoniz-r 
ing  pangs  of  that  poor  rich  man,  when,  from  the 
flames  of  his  torment,  he  beholds  Lazarus  in  Abra- 
ham's bofom :  when  he  beholds  heaven  removed  to 
an  inacceffible  -diftance  ;  heaven  disjoined  by  an  un- 
paifable  gulph.  Heaven,  tl^e  reil  of  the  weary,  and 
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the  reward  of  the  Bithful,  affords  to  him  a  momenta^* 
ry  glimpfe  of  its  joys,  only  to  embitter  remorfe,  only^ 
t§  pierce  the  foul  with  keener  pangs,  and  to  heat  the 
fmrnace  feven  times  hotter  than  it  was  before.  **  It  is. 
a  fearful  thing  to  {2II  into  the  hands  of  the  liting; 
God." 

After  ferious  refledion  upon  thefe  things,  out  fec« 
ond  obfervation  would  feem  ill-founded,  and  deflituter 
of  all  probability  and  truth,  did  not  all  hiftory,  and 
daily  experience  confirm  the  woeful  certainty  of  it* 
It  is  this. :  that  by  frequent  indulgence^  and  inveterate^ 
habits  of  fin,  the  heart  may  at  length  become  quite 
callous  ;    may  be  rendered  equally  infenfible  to  the 
calls  of  mercy,  and  the  alarms  of  }uftice..  *We  are 
ftruck  with  aflonilhment,  at  the  fight  of  a  poor,  infat- 
uated wretch  like  Pharaoh,  repeatedly  braving  that 
power  which  returned  to  crufli  and  humble  him,  and 
flighting  that  grace  which  as  often  relented  and  af«> 
forded  fpace  and  means  for  repentance.     Would  to 
God  there  were  room  to  think  the  reprefentation 
more  imnatural  than  'it  is,  and  that  the  charafter  oF 
Pharaoh  were  a  rarity  in  the  world.     But  alas !  what 
is  the  life  of  moil  men,  but  an  habitual  fighting: 
againft  God  ?  Upon  whom  falls  the  weight  of  our  re-: 
mark  ?   Upon  a  few  thoughtlefs,  hardened  wretches: 
only,  who  have  found  out  tile  fecret  of  lulling  con- 
fcience  to  reft ;   who,  having  conquered  the  fenfe  of 
fear  and  of  fliame,  commit  iniquity  with  greedinefs  j 
who  "  hide  not  their  fin,  like  Sodom,  but  pubHfti  it 
like  Gomorrah  ?"    Let  us  not  deceive  ourfelves,  but 
watch  over  our  own  hearts,  and  "  exhort  one  another 
daily,  left  any  be  hardened  through  the  deceitfulnefs. 
of  fin.'*     There  ftands  Pharaoh,  the  daring,  the  pre- 
fumptuous  finner  ;  whom  goodnefs  couldiiot  mollify 
nor  judgments  fubdue ;  and  let  him  who  is  without 
fin  caft  the  firft  ftone  at  him.     Who  can  flatten  him* 
felf  with  the  thought,  that  the  errors  of  his  life  were 
the   mere  inadvertencies   of  hafte  and  inattention? 
,  V?  Who  can  fay  of  himfelf,  "  This  fault  I  correded,  as 
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foQn  2it$  I  difcov^red  it  ?  Having  been  once  made  fen- 
fible  of  the  danger  ^ind  wickednefs  of  that  finful  courfe, 
I  ijaftantly  forfook  it ,  and  have  returned  to  it  no  more. 
Smarting  from  the  effefts  of  my  folly,  I  have  never 
agjiin  dared  to  provoke  the  lafh  of  my  Father's  chaft- 
^riinff  rod.  The  refolutions  which  I  made  in  the  day 
pf  fickneftj  and  fprrow,  and  calamity,  I  have  faithfully 
remembered,  and  diligently  kept.  Vows  made  at  the 
L.ord^s  tablej  I  have  made  confcience  to  perform^  ^ 
The  threatenings  of  God*§  word  I  have  not  difre- 
garded;  the  long-fuffering  of  my  God  I  have  not 
abufed/*  Alas !  alas !  the  reverft  of  all  this  is  the 
truth  which  condemns  every  one.  Not  a  fingle,  but 
repeated  a£ts  of  intemperance,  injuftice,  impurity,  im- 
piety ;  not  cafual  and  undeligned  expreffions,  but  de- 
liberate and  indulged  habits  of  falfehood,  malevo- 
lence, felfiflxnefs  and  uncharitablenefs,  place  us  as 
criminals  at  the  bar,  by  the  fide  of  Pharaoh,  and  for- 
bid us  to  condemn  him,  becaufe  we  alfo  have  finned^ 
What  avails  it  me  to  fay,  that  my  offence  is  not  the 
fame  with  his  ?  Perhaps  I  had  neither  power,  nor  in-» 
(rlination,  nor  opportunity,  for  committing  that  man's 
tTanfgreffion.  Have  1  therefore  waflied  my  hands  ia 
innocence  ?  Can  I.  therefore  plead,  "  not  guilty  ?" 
The  great  queftion  is,  Have  I  kept  myfelf  free  from 
mine  own  tranfgreflion  ?  And,  fpared  of  God  to  make 
the  inquiry — -let  Pharaoh's  impenitence,  and  Phara- 
oh's doom,  awaken  us  to  a  fenfe  of  our  danger  ;  and 
urge  a  fpeedy  flight  from  the  wrath  -that  is  to  come. 

Thirdly,.  This  hiftory  leads  us  -to  remark  the  great 
difference  between  the  flow,  reluftant,  partial  fubmif- 
fion  of  fear,  and  the  prompt,  cheerful  and  unreferved 
compliance  of  a  grateful  and  affeftionate  heart* 
Pharaoh,  like  a  fiillen,  fliurdy  flaye,*  will  not  move  $ 
ftep,  till  fliimulatied  by  a  frefli  application  of  the  whip ; 
the  moment  that  the  pain  of  the  fliripe  ceafes,  he  (lands 
ilill,  or  turns  back.  The  firfl:  fummons  is  treated  by 
him  with  infolence  and  fcorn ;  and  he  refplves  that 
Jfrael  flialj  not  have  a  fingle  moment's  relaxation  frpo^ 
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their  burthens.  Brought  to  himfelf  by  a  few  ftrokes 
of  the  rod  of  God*8  anger,  he  yields  a  tardy  confent 
to  the  intermiilion  of  their  labours  for  a  little  while^. 
and  to  tiieir  doing  facrifice  to  their  God ;  but  it  muft 
be  **  in  the  land  where  they  dwelt,  even  in  Egypt/'' 
That  alternative  being  rejeded,  and  a  new  demand 
made,  backed  with  a  new  threatening,  and  followed 
with  a  new  plague,  he  agrees  to  permit  the  male  part 
of  Ifraeli  who  were  arrived  at  man*s  eftate,  to  refort 
to  the  place  appointed ;.  but  he  is  determined  to  de- 
tain their  wives,  children  and  catde^  as  hoftages  for 
their  return^*  Gonftrained,.  at  lengthy  by  dint  of  judg- 
mentis,  to  let  the  whole  congregation  depart,  he  en- 
deavours to  ftipulate,  that  they  Ihould  not  go  very  far 
off;  and  not,  till  broken  by  the  laft  dreadful  plague, 
can  he  be  brought  to  refign  his  ufurped  authority 
over  the  free-born  fons  of  God. 

We  often,  find  men  pretending  to  make  a  merit  of 
giving  up  what.it  is  no  longer  in  their  power  to  re- 
tain. After  a  man  has  fquandered  away  his  means, 
in  riot  and  extravagance,  deferves  he  praife  for  living 
fparingly  ?  Another  has  ruined  his  conftitution  by 
intemperance  y  is  hfs*  forced  continence  an  objefit  of 
admiration  ?  By  no  means.  He  has  difcontinued  his. 
debaucheries  through  dilabifity,  not  from  inclination 
and  conviftion  of  his  error.  Old  age  has  debilitated 
a  third  !  is  he  therefore  virtuous  ?  No,  no  i  his  vices 
have  forfaken  him^  not  he  his  viccu  When  a  man 
ferves  tiirough  fear,  he  does  no  more  than  he  needs 
muft  ;  hut  love  is  liberal  and  generous,  and  ftands  not 
queftioning,  **  yea  hath  God  faid  V^  but,  ever  on  the 
watch,  ever  on  the  wing,  the  moment  that  the,  voice 
of  God  is  heard,  it  i^  ready  to  reply,  "  Here  am  I, 
Lord,,  fend  me.**     This  teads  me  to  rem^k^ 

Fourthly,  The  wifdom  of  giving;  upi^  at  the  com- 
•  mand  of  God,  with  alacrity,  what  we  muft  give  up  at 
laft,  whether  we  wfll  or  not.     What  a  pitiful  figure 
does  Pharaoh  make  in  the  end !  baffled  in  every  at- 
tempt, driven  out  of  every  fortrefs,  diflionoured  in  the 
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«jes  of  his  own  fervants,  tranfmitted  tolateft  pofterity 
a  monument  of  pride  and  impotence.  Were  not  the 
proud  man  Wind  ai;d  infatuated,  he  would  yield 
through  fqltlove .;  he  would  fubmit  to  preferve  liis 
own  confequence,  a;t  leaft  the  appearance  of  it,  Uni- 
happily  For  us,  our  will  flands  but  too  often  in  op- 
pofition  to  the  will  of  Gon.  When  th^y  come  to 
clafli,  who  ought  in  reafoa  to  give  way  ?  Who  muft 
of  neceflity  fobmit  ?  Knoweft:  thou  not,  O  man,  that 
to  deftroy  thyfelf,  thou  needeft  but  to  follow  thy  own 
headftrong  inclination :  knoweft  thou  not,  that  the 
griatification,  not  the  difappoiritment  of  illicit  defire, 
is  ruinous  ?  But  who  ever  ma^e  a  facrifke  of  inclina- 
tion to  duty,  and  Jia4  reafon  to  repe^it  of  it  ?  Who 
knows  not,  that  to  yield  iiibmiiTioh  is  to  obtain  a  tri- 
umph ?  In  a  contention  where  th^re  is  a  probability, 
or  even  a  poffihilitj  of  our  prevailing^  it  may  be  worth 
while  to  rift  a  combat ;  but  who^  -ejccept  a  madman, 
will  feek  to  encounter  a  foe  by  whom  he  is  Jure  to  be 
defeated  ?  And  yet,  in  that  mad,  that  ruinous  ftrife, 
fee  hpw  many  are  engaged  ?  Behold  the  ftars  in  their 
couirfes  ranged  on  the  part  of  their  Creator ;  behold 
all  nature  itanding,  in  arms  to  efpoufe  his  caufe  ;  and 
who  muft  be  overcome  ?  Againft  whom  is  this  for- 
midable preparation  made  I  There  ftands  the  enemy, 
in  all  his  weaknefs  and  folly ;  a  crawling  worm  on 
a  dunghill,  provoking  his  fate,  tampering  with  eternal 
ruin^  hardening  himfelf  againft  God,  and  yet  think* 
ing  to  profper.  The  influence  of  ho  malignant  ftar  is 
neceflary  to  blaft  him :  there  is  a  neceflity  for  no  earth- 
quake to  fwallow  him  up :  no  archangel  armed  with 
a  fword  of  fire,  need  defcend  to  cut  lym  afunder  :  his 
breath  h  in  his  own  noftrils ;  he  is  fmking  into  his 
duft ;  his  own  ridiculous  efforts  are  wafting  and  con- 
fuming  him.  Fooliffi  creature  and  unwife  !  why  wilt 
thou  contend  longer  I  "  Wherefore  Ihouldft  thou  be 
ftricken  any  more  V*  Conftrain  not  him  to  be  thy  foe 
who  has  towards  thee  the  difpofition  of  the  beft  of 
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friendsy  and  who  is  mighty  to  fave,  even  **  to  the  ut- 
termofly  them  that  come  unto  him.*' 

Fifthly,  In  the  courfe  of  thefe  dreadful  plagues,  wi 
obferve,  not  only  the  pride  of  man  efFeftually  hum- 
bled, but  the  power  of  Satan  trampled  in  the  duft,  lin- 
der  the  feet  of  the  Moft  High,  It  is  highly  intereftiilg 
to  obferv^,  by  what  gradual  ft^ps  the  enemy  and  thfc 
avenger  is  laid  low,  till  he  is  at  length  deftroyed. 
Prefumption,  at  firft,  induces  him,  in  confidence  of  a 
permitted  power,  to  enter  the  lifts  and  to  try  his 
ftrength  with  God.  Aaron*s  rod  is  turned  into  a  fer- 
pent.  The  magicians  attempt  the  fame,  and  fucceed. 
rheir  rods  alfo  become  ferpents.  But  Aaron's  rod 
fwallowed  up  their  rods.  By  and  by  the  water  of 
the  river  is  turned  into  blood,  and  the  fifhes  die.  The 
inagicians,  by  their  enchantments,  madly  affift  the 
plague,  and  acquire  a  little  tfanfitory  reputation,  by 
doing  mifchief.  Fluflied  with  this  farther  fuccefs, 
they  go  on  to  imitate  the  miracles  of  Mofes  and  Aaron ; 
but,  to  their  confufion,  they  fail  there^  where  it  feem^ 
ed  moft  probable  that  they  Ihould  with  greateft  eafe 
fupport  their  fame.  That  loathfome  vermin,  lice,,  is 
to  be  produced  miraculoufly,  which  flovenlinefs  and 
filth  naturally  prod^ce  without  any  effort.  At. the 
word  of  Mofes,  the  duft  of  the  land  is  transformed  in- 
to  this  noifome,  naufeous  infeft.  But  the  whole 
power  of  hell  cannot  effefl:,  at  the  time;  and  in  the 
manner  which  it  would,  what  time  and  carelefsneTs 
alone,  in  the  ufual  courfe  of  things,  would  certainly 
have  produced;  and  they  feel  themfelves  attacked 
with  a  plague  which  their  art  could  not  bring  upon 
others.  Finally,  after  having  become  the  fubjefls  of 
a  miraculous  calamity  which  might  be  borne,  they 
are  at  length  attacked  with  one  abfolutely  intolerable^ 
which  drives  them  from  the  competition  :  they  give 
up  their  filly  arts  of  foi  eery,  and  attempt  to  rival  the 
true  God  no  more.     And  thus,  when  the  myftery  of 

fodhnefs  fhall  be  finifhed,  an  aftoniflied  world  Ihall 
ehold'the  Height  and  devices  of  Satan  falling  upon 

his- 


}m  own  head,  hi$  sisomeBtary  tiiumpfas  cavexmg.  him 
^th  more  accumulated  difgrace,  and  his  infernai 
malice  amd  diabolical  craSt  made  minidring  feryafitsto 
the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  God.  A  good  reaTDB^ 
«txBU>ng  many  others,  why  we  ihould  judge  nothing 
xaihly  before  the  time  till  the  Lord  cometh^  who 
ikall  bring  light  out  of  obfcurity,  and  fully  vindicate 
Iu8  ways  to  men* 

Sixthly,  We  obfa-ve  how  umlikq  the  latter  ends  of 
things  are  to  their  beginnings.  The  world  laughs  a£ 
the  idea  of  two  feeble  old  men,  iffuing  forth  from  a 
dcfert,  the  patrons  of  liberty;  te  force  a  mighty 
prince,  and  a  po;weriul  nation,  to  l^ften  to  the  didates 
of  judice  and  humanity,  and  to  liberate  a  million  of 
wretched  creatures^  whofe  fpirits  were  totally  broken 
by  their  miferies  and  who  feemed  to  have  loft  even  the 
inclination  of  vindicating  their  own  rights.  Pharaoh 
defpifed  them ;  the  magicians  defied  them ;  Ifrael  dif- 
trufted  them ;  they  themfelves  are  ready  to  fink  under 
the  difficulty  and  danger  of  the  enterprife.  But,  con- 
duded  of  Heaven,  they  attempt,  they  proceed,  they 
profper,  they  overcome.  They  invade  Egypt,  two 
folitary,  unfupported  individuals!  They  leave  it  at 
the  head  of  fix  hundred  thoufand  men,  fit  to  bear 
arms,  with  a  correfponding  number  of  females,  be- 
fides  old  men  and  children,  and  a  mixed  multitude  of 
non-defcript  perfons ;  bidding  defiance  to  the  whole 
force  of  a  wife,  and  populous,  and  warlike  country* 
And  we  fee  them  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years  taking 
forcible  poffefficyi  of  one  of  the  ftrongeft,  moft  im- 
pafticable  and  beft  defended  countries  in  the  world* 

I  need  but  hint  to  you  the  counterpart  of  this. 
Behold  the  unconnefted  fon  of  a  carpenter,  at  the 
head  of  twelve  fimple  illiterate  fifhermen,  attacking 
the  religious  eftablifhments  of  the  whole  globe,  and 
prevailing.  Behold  him,  armed  with  a  few  plain  fafts, 
and  a  few  doftrines  as  plain,  overturning  the.  whole 
fabric  of  heathen  mythology  and  worfliip;    ingraft- 
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sng  on  the  ftock  of  Mofes,  and  the  l^al  diipenfiition, 
a  fciop  from  a  nobler  root ;  which  has  fwallowed  up 
t^e  parent  tree,  has  filled  the  earth  with  its  branches, 
is  feeding  the  nations  to  this  day  with  its  fruit,  and 
is  likely  to  maintaip  its  place  till  all  the  gracious  purr 
pofes  of  Heaven  are  accomplifhed.  ^^  It  is  the  I^ord's 
doing,  and  it  is  marvellous  in  our  eyes."  *'  When 
the  world  by  wifdom  knew  not  God,  it  pleafed  God 
by  the  foolifhnefs  of  preaching,  to  fave  them  that  be- 
lieve.** The  next  Ledure  will,  by  divine  favour,  ex»- 
hibit  the  inftitution  and  celebration  of  the  firfl  paiTor 
ver,  with  the  event  which  gave  occafion  to  it.  May 
God  blefs  what  has  been  fpoken,  '^'o  Him  be  glory 
jifxd  hqijour  fo^eyer  and  eye}". 
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LECTURE      VII. 

• « 

EXODUS   xii.   Ir— 3. 

^nrf  the  Ldrdfpake  urUo  Mofes  and  Aaron  in  the  land  (f 
Egypt yfaying<i  ^his  month  Jhall  be  unto  yw  the  beginr 
ning  of  months  ;  it  Jhall  be  thejirji  niQnth  of  the.  year  t^ 
you.  Speak  unto  all  the  congregation  of  Ifraely  faying^ 
In  the  tenth  day  of  this  month  they  Jhall  take  to  them 
every  man  a  lamb^  according  to  the  houfe  of  their  fa^ 
tbers^  a  lamb  for  an  bqufSf 

In  th$  hiilory^  of  ^11  nadpns,  there  are  eras  and 
events  of  peculiar  importance,  which  extend  their 
influence  tp  future  ag^s  and  generations,  and  are  fond- 
ly commeijfiorated  by  lateft  pofterity.  Hence,  every 
^ay  of  th^  revolving  year  becomes,  in  its  courfe,  tc> 
one  people  or  another,  the  anniverfary  of  fomething 
piemorable  which  befel  their  forefathers,  and  is  re- 
membered by  their  fons  with  triumph  or  with  forrow* 
jMofl:  of  the  religious  obfervances  which  have  obtained 
in  the  worlds  when  traced  up  to  .their  fource,  are 
found  to  originate  in  providential  difpenfations  ;  and 
hiftory  thereby '  becomes  the  beft  interpreter  of  cuf- 
tom€  and  manners*  It  is  a  mod  amufing  employment^ 
to  obferve  the  operation  aijd  progrefs  of  the  human 
mind  in  this  refpeft  ;  and  to  coniider  how  varioufly 
diflFerent  men,  and  at  different  periods,  have  contrived 
to  tranfmit  to  their  children  the  memory  of  fmiilar 
achievements,  fucceffes,  or  difafters.  A  great  ftone 
fet  up  on  end,  a  heap  of  ftones,  a  mound  of  earth, 

and 
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and  the  like,  were,  in  the  earlier,  ruder,  fimpler  fate 
of  the  world,  the  monuments  of  victory  ;  and  to  dance 
around  them  with  lbng«,  on  an  appointed  day,  was 
the  ruftic  commemoration  of  their  rudt  and  fimpie 
pofterity.  The  triumphs  anct  the  death  of  heroes 
came,  in  procefs  of  time,  to  be  remembered  with  con* 
Tiviality  and  mirth,  or  with  plaintive  drains  and  fol- 
cmn  dirges.  The  hoary  bard  varied  and  enlivened 
the  feafl,  by  adapting  to  his  rough  voice  or  rougher 
harp  the  uncouth  rhymes  which  he  himfelf  had  com- 
pofed,  in  praife  of  departed  gallantry  and  virtue.  As 
arts  were  invented  and  improved,  the  wife,  the  brave 
and  the  good  were  preferved  from  oblivibri  by  mon- 
tunents  more  elegant,  more  intelli^ble,  and  more  laft- 
tng»  A  more  corred  ftyle  of  poetry,  and  a  fweeter 
melody  were  cultivated.  Sculpture  and  painting 
conveyed  to  children's  children  an  eza^  reprefenta- 
tion  of  the  limbs  and  lineaments  of  the  venerable  men 
who  adorned,  who  inftrufted,  who  faved  their  coun- 
try. And  thus,  though  dead,  they  continued  to  live 
and  aft  in  the  animated  canvafs,  in  the  breathing 
brafs,  or  the  fpeaking  marble.  At  length,  the  pen  of 
the  hiftorian  took  up  the  caufe  of  merit,  and  diffufed 
over  the  whole  globe,  and  handed  down  to  the  very 
end  of  time  the  kno^vledge  of  the  perfons  and  of  the 
aftions  which  (hould  never  die. 

We  are  this  evening  to  beftow  our  attention  upon 
an  inflitiuion  altogether  of  divine  appointment,  in- 
tended to  record  an  event  of  fmgular  importance  to 
the  nation  immediately  affefted  by  it,  and  which,  ac- 
cording to  its  intention  and  m  its  confequenfces,  ha« 
involved  a  great  part  of  mankind. 

Mofes  and  Aaron  having,  as  the  inftruments  in  the 
liand  of  Providence,  chailifed  Egypt  with  nine  fuccef- 
live  and  fevere  plagues,  inflifted  in  the  view  of  pro- 
curing Ifracl's  Tcleafe,  are  at  length  difmiffed  by  the 
unrelenting  tyrant,  with  a  threatening  of  certain 
death,  fliould  they  ever  again  prefume  to  come  into  • 
his  prefence.     Mofes  takes  him  at  his  word,  and  bids 

him 
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him  a  folemn,  a  tong,  and  iivetlafting  farewell.  Whea  ' 
nieii  have  finally  baniflied  from  them  their  advifers 
and  monitbts, '  dnd  when  God  'has  ceafed  to  be  a  re* 
|)toVer  to  theni,  *  their  deftni^on  canhot  be  very  diC- 
tant.  Better  it  is  to  have  the  law  to  alarm,  to  threaten 
and  to  thaftife  us,  than  to  have  it  in  anger  altogether 
ivithdrawni  Better  is  a  confden<ie  that  difturbs  a'hd 
vexes  than  a  coftfcience  laid  faft  afleep,  than  a  con* 
fcience  *^  feared  as  with  a  hot  iron.*' 

What  foiemn  preparation  is  made  for  the  tenth  and 
laft  awful  plague  6r  Egypt !  God  is  about  to  reckon 
with  Pharaoh  and  his  fubjeds,  for  the  blood  of  th* 
Ifraelitifli  male  children,  doomed  from  the  Womb  to 
death,  by  his  cruel  edift.  His  eye  pitied  not  nor 
fpared  the  anguilh  of  thoufands  of  wretched  mothers, 
bereaved  of  their  children  the  inftant  they  were  born ; 
and  a  righteous  God  pities,  fpares  him  not,  in  the  day 
of  vilitatioa. 

The  iircumftances  attending  this  tremfendous  ca- 
lamity ate  ftrikingly  calculated  to  excite  horror. 
Firft,  God  himfelt  is  the  immediate  author  of  it. 
Hitherto  He  had  plagued  Egypt  by  means  and  inftru- 
itients  ;  "  Stretch  out  thy  hand  :"  **  Say  qpito  Aaron^^. 
Stretth  forth  thv  hand  with  thy  rod.*/  But  now  it  is, 
**  I  will  go  out  into  the  midft  of  Egypt.'*  **  And  it 
came  to  pafs  that  at  midnight  the  Lor©  fmote  all 
the  iirft-born  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  from  the  firft- 
born  of  Pharaoh  that  fat  on  his  throne,  unto  the 
firft-born  of  the  capdve  that  was  in  the  dungeoii,  and 
all  the  Rrft-born  of  cattle.'*  As  mercies  coming 
immediately  from  the  hand  of  our  heavenly  Father 
are  fweeter  and  better  than  thofe  whjch  are  commu- 
•  riicated  through  the  channel  of  the  Creature ;  fo  judg- 
ments, ifluing  direftly  from  the  ft  ores  of  divine  wrath, 
are  more  terrible  and  overwhelming.  The  fword  of 
ail  invading  foe  is  a  dreadful  thing,  but  infinitely  more 
dreadful  is  the  fword  of  a  deftroying  angel,  or  the  up- 
lifted hand  of  God  himfelf. 

Secondly, 
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Secondly^  The  nature  and  quality  pf  tht;  calamity 
greatly  increafe  the  weight  of  it.  It  is  a  wound  there, 
where  the  heart  i$  moft  fufceptible  of  pain ;  aii  evil 
]Krhich  undermines  hope  ;  hope,  our  refuge  and  our 
yemedy  under  other  evils.  The  return  of  another 
favourable  feafon,  inay  repair  the  wades  and  com- 
penfate  the  {Scarcity  of  that  wl;iich  preceded  it.  A 
Jbody  emaciated  or  ulcerated  all  over,  nxay  recover 
flrength,  and  bereflored  to  foundnefs;  and  there  is' 
^ope  that  the  light  of  the  fun  may  return,  even  after 
a  thick  darknefs  of  three  days*  But  what  kindnefs 
of  nature,  what  happy  concurrence  of  circumftaijces, 
can  re-animate  the  breathlefe  clay,  can  rellore  an  only 
fon,  a  firft  born,  ftricken  with  death  ? 

The  uniyerfality  of  this  deftruj^iion  is  a  third  hor- 
rid aggravation  of  its  woe.  It  fell  with  equal  feverity 
on  all  ranks  and  condition^ ;  on  the  prince  and  the 
peafant ;  on  the  mafter  and  the  flave*  From  every 
houfe  the  voic^  of  mifery  burJtts  forth.  No  one  is  lo 
much  at  leifyre  from  his  Qwn  diftr/efe  ajs  to  pity^ 
foothe  or  relieve  that  of  his  wretched  neighbour. 

Fourthly,  The  blow  was  ^ftruck  at  the  awful  mid- 
night hour,  when  every  objeft  affumes  a  more  fable 
hue ;  when  fear,  aided  by  darknefs,  magnifies  to  a  gi- 
gantic fize,  and  clothes  in  a  more  hideous  ihape  the 
real  and  fantafticalj  the  feen  and  the  unfeen  difturb- 
ers  of  filence  and  repofe*  To  be  prematurely  awak- 
ened out  of  fleep  by  the  dying  groans  of  a  friend  fud- 
denly  fniitten,  to  be  prefented  with  the  ghaftly  image 
of  death  in  a  darling  objed  lately  feen  and  enjoyed 
in  perfect  health,  to  .be  forced  to  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  great  and  holy  Lord  God,  by  fuch  an  aw- 
ful demonftratioa  of  hjs  prefence  and  power !  whet 
terror  and  aftonifliraent  could  equal  this  ? 

The  keen  refleftion  that  all  this  accumulated  dif- 
trefs  might  have  been  prevented,  was  another  cruel 
ingredient  in  the  embittered  cup.  How  would  they 
now  accufe  their  defperate  madnefs,  in.  provoking  a 
power,  which  had   fo  often  and  fo  forcibly  warned 

them 
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them  of  their  danger  ?  If  HiarsToh  were  hot  pad  feel^ 
ing,  how  dreadful  muft  have  been  the  pangs  which 
he  felt,  while  he  refleded,  that  after  attempting  to 
deftroy  a  haplefs,  helplefs  race  of  ftrangers,  who  lay 
at  his  mercy,  by  the  moft  unheard-of  cruelty  and  op- 
preffion,  he  had  now  ruined  his  own  country,  by  an: 
obftinate  perfeverance  in  folly  and  impiety ;  that  he 
had  become  the  curfe  and  the  p\inifhment  of  a  na- 
tion, of  which  he  was  bound  by  his  oifite  to  be  the 
father  and  ptoteftor ;  and  that  his  own  hopes  were 
now  blafted  in  their  faireft,  moft  flattering  objed,  the 
heir  (tf,  his  throne*  and  empire,  becaufe  he  regarded 
not  the  rights  of  humanity  and  mercy  in  the  treat-* 
ment  of  his  vaffals* 

Finally,  If  their  anguifli  admitted  of  a  ftiU  higher 
aggravation',  the  diftindion  from  firft  to  kft  made 
between  them  and  Ifrael,  the  blefled  exemption  which 
the  opprefled  Hebrews  had  enjoyed  from  all  thefe 
calamities,  efpedally  fromf  this  laft  death,  muft  have 
been  pecnliarfy  mortifying  and  afflidive.  "  But 
againft  any  of  the  children  of  Ifrael  fliall  not  a  dog 
move  his  tongue,  againft  man  or  beaft  ;  that  ye  may 
know  how  that  the  Lord  doth  put  a  difference  be^ 
tween  the  Egyptians  and  Ifrael/^  This  partakes  of 
the  nature  of  that  mifery  which  the  damned  endure  ; 
who  are  rcprefented  as  having  occafional,  diftant  and 
tranfitory  gKmpfes  of  the  bleffednets  of  heaven,  only 
for  their  punithment,  only  to  heighten  the  pangs  of 
their  own  torment s.  Of  the  approach  of  their  •other 
woes,  thefe  unhappy  perfons  had  been  repeatedly 
warned.  But  this,  it  would  appear,  came  upon  them 
fuddenly  and  in  a  moment.  They  had  gone  to  reft 
in  fecurity.  The  fliort  refpite  which  they  enjoyed 
from  fuffering  had  ftiBed  their  apprehenfion  ;  *'  fure- 
ly,*'  faid  they,  "  the  bittemefs  of  death  is  paft.*^  But 
ah !  it  is  only  the  deceitful  caJm  which  precedes  the 
hurricane  or  the  earthquake.  Let  men  never  dream 
of  repofe  from  the  righteous  judgment  of  God,  what- 
ever they  may  have  already  endured,  till  they  have 
^  •  ♦  forfaken 
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forfak^u  their  fim,  and  fi^  for  refuge  in  the  diyiiiic 
wiercy. 

It  1$  now  worth  while  to  a}ni;der  the  notice  given 
to  God's  own  pwple  of  this  approacbine  evil,  and 
the  m^ns  which  were  appointed  and  employed  to  fe- 
cure  them  from  being  involved  in  the  general  ruin. 
The  event  fo  deftrirftive  to  Egypt,  wa$  intended  to 
be  the  era  of  their  liberty,  and  the  means  of  their  d^^ 
liverance.  They,had  hitherto  reckoned  the  beginning 
of  their  year  frpin  the  niQnth  Tifri,  which  anfwers  to 
our  September ;  which,  aa  they  fuppofed,  was  the 
time  when  the  creation  waa  begun  and .  completed  \ 
but  they  aret  now  pofitively  enjoined  to  begin  to  reck*, 
on  from  the  month  Abib  or  Nifan,  that  is  March, 
in  memory  of  a  pew  creation  ;  whereby  their  condi- 
tion was  totally  qhsyaged,  from  fervitude  of  the  moft 
abject  kind,  into  freedojn  the  moft  exalted  and  perfeft, 
even  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  fon^  of  Gob.  They 
are  diftinftly  informed  of  the  ftroke  which  Provi- 
dence was  meditating  againft  Egypt,  and  of  the  pre- 
cile  time,  when  the  blow  was  to  be  ftruck.  They  are 
accordingly  directed  tp  two  things  :  Firft,  to  provide 
for  their  own  fafety ;  and.  Secondly,  to  hold  them^ 
felves  in  perfe<St  readinefs  to  take  advantage  qf  the 
permiffion  to  depart,  which  the  panic  ocqauoned  by 
the  death  of  the  firft-born  fliould  extort  from  Pha- 
raoh. For  the  former  of  thefe  purpofes,  every  par^ 
ticalar  family,  or  the  two  adjoining,  in  proportion  tq 
their  .number,  the  loweft,  according  to  the  Jewiih 
writers,  beiQg  not  under  ten,  nor  the  higheft  above 
twenty,  were  commanded  to  choofe  out,  and  to  fet 
apart,  every  houfehold,  a  male  lamb,  or  kid,  of  a  parr 
ticular  defcription,  on  the  tenth  day  of  the  month,  and 
to  kill  it  on  the  evening  of  the  fourteenth.  The  flefli 
of  the  vidim  was  commanded  to  be  eaten  by  every 
feveral  houfehold  apart,  roafted  with  fire*  They  were 
all  enjoined  carefully  to  keep  within  their  hqufesl 
And  the  hipcd  of  the  facrijfice  was  to  be  taken  and 
fprinkled  on  the  two  fide-pofts^  and  the  upper  door-» 
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poft  of  every-  hoiife  where  k  wa^  ^oten*  Thi$  fpriiik«» 
ling  of  the  blood  was  to  be  the  token  of  God's  cov* 
enanty  and  a  protection  to  the  families  fo  diiUnguiih* 
edt  frcrni  the  fword  of  the  avenging  angel. 

But,  a  pofitive  inftitution  fo  immediately  from 
heaven,  an  inftitution  fo  full  of  meaning  and  inftruc- 
tion,  of  fuch  celebrity  in  the  hiftory  of  the  world,  and 
conne&ed  b>  clc^ely  with  an  ordinance  of  ftilt  gre^iter 
notoriety,  aiad  of  much  more  exteniive  influence,  an 
ordinance  .of  much  longer  duration,  and  which  com- 
memorates an  event  of  infinitely  greater  importance, 
fpreiy  demands  the  moft  minute  attention,  and  the 
moft  ferious  inquiry^  We  pretend  not  to  compre* 
hend,-  w^  therefore  undertake  not  to  explain  every 
particular  circumftance  of  this  folemn,  divine  inftitu- 
tion :  hut  thq  moral  and  religious  defign  is,  in  gener-* 
al,  fo  obvious,  that  a  reader  of  ordinary  capacity  has 
but  to  run  over  it  with  a  common  degree  of  ferioufnef^ 
and  attention,  in  order  to  underftand  what  the  S[»rit 
of  God  is  faying  in  it,,  for  the  edification  of  mankinds. 

And  fir  ft,  Gon  was  about  to  diftinguiih  Ifrael  by 
fpecial  marks  of  his  favour.  In  order  to  this,  they 
muft  carefully  diftinguiih  themfelves  by  a  punduak 
obfervance  of  his  command.  Is  more  expeded  of  aa 
Ifraelite  than  of  an  Egyptian?  Undoubtedly.  Th<^ 
bleffings  which  come  down  from  above,  from  the  Fa** 
ther  of  lights,  are  not  mere  arbitrary  and  capricioua 
idFufions  of  liberality,  falling  upon  one  fpoty  and  pafl>* 
ing  by  another,  without  reafon  or  defign-  No,  they 
are  the  wife  and  gracious,  recompenfe  of  an  intelligent, 
obferving  and  difcriminating  Parent,  to  faithful,  affec-* 
tionate  and  obe4ient  children.  Ifrael  had  been  fore* 
warned  of  the  enfuing  danger  to  no  purpofe,  had  one 
iota  or  tittle  relating  to  th«  ordinance  of  the  pafchaH 
lamb  been  neglefted.  Calamity  is^  to  be  avoided,  not 
by  foreknowing  that  it  draws  nigh,  but  by  running  to 
a  place  of  fafety.  Salvation  by  Chrift  confifts^  not 
mcrdy  in  head-knowjedg^e  of  his.pcrfon,  dodrine  and 
work  J  but  in  a  cordial  receiving  and  retting  uponj 

him 
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hiitt  alone  for  falvation,  a^  he  is  freely  offered  to  U8  io 
the  gofpel,  for  **  wiMom,  and  righteoufnefs,  ancJ  hnO 
tification,  and  redemption.*'  The  careful  feledion, 
then,  of  a  proper  vi£lim,  and  the  exad  application  of 
k,  according  to  the  commandmeHt^  have  a  plain  and 
an  inftruftive  meaningir 

Secondly,  As  Iffael  was  to  depart  in  hafte,  the  Spir- 
it of  God  was  pleafed  to  enjoin  a  memorial  of  that 
hafte,  in  the  quality  of  the  bread  which  they  were  to 
ufe,  during  the  celebration  of  this  feftival.  Whctt 
Hberty,  dear  liberty  is  in  view,  who  {o  fiHy  as  to  care 
whether  the  tafte  be  gratified  or  not,  for  a  few  daysy 
with  a  kfs  palatable  kind  of  food  ?  Our  moft  perfeft 
enjoyments  in  this  world,  and  our  bigbeft  attainments, 
have  a  mixttire  of  bittcrnefs  or  of  infipidity  attend- 
ing them :  like  the  flefh  of  latfibs  eaten  with  bitter 
herbs,  and  unfern^ented  biread.  The  Jews,  we  know^ 
were  fmgularly  diligent  and  curious,  in  feairching  out 
and  removing  from  their  houfes  every  thing  leaven- 
ed, during  this  fafcred  feafon.  With  fti{>erftitious 
fcrupuloufnefs,  they  prepared  unleavened  bread  for 
themfelves,  and  the  poor,  for  months  before  the  fol* 
emn  day  arrivedr  A  few  days  previous  to  the  fealt 
they  cleanfcd  all  their  veflels  and  furniture.  What 
tould  ftand  the  fire,  they  purified  with  fire ;  what 
could  not,  they  dipped  in  or  rinfed  with  water* 
Their  marble  mortars  they  had  hallowed  anew.  The 
night  preceding  the  day  of  unleavened  bread,  they 
lighted  wax  tapers,  and  prepared  for  a  general  fearch 
after  every  remainder  of  leaven%  The  mafter  of  the 
femily  began  the  ceremony  with  this  folemn  addrefs 
to  God  ;  "  Bleffed  art  thou,  O  Lord,  who  haft  com- 
manded us  to;  put  away  all  that  is  leavened  out  of  our 
houfes.^*  All  the  males  of  the  houfebold  ;  mafter, 
children,  domeftics,  afSfted  in  fcarching  the  whole 
ho  life  over,  and  €ixamined  into  the  moft  fecret  cor- 
ners, left  peradventure  fome  lurking  particle  of  leaven- 
ed bread,  or  fermented  dough,  might  have  been  over- 
looked, in  order  to  its  being  deftroyed.     As  if  tWa 

had 
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bad  not  been  fuificient^  that  the  family  might  be  purg- 
ed of  at  lead  all  intentional  violation  of  the  command^ 
ment,  the  father  of  it  concluded  the  fearch  with  this 
folemn  execration :  ^^  Let  all  the  leaven  that  is  in  my 
houfe,  and  which  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  out  or 
to  remove,  be  fcattered,  and  become  like  the  fmalleft 
duft'of  the  earth/*  An  infpired  apoftle  is  our  inters 
preter,of  this  part  of  the  pafchal  obfervance;  fo  that 
we  can  be  at  no  lofs  about  the  meaning  of  the  Spirit  in^ 
its  inftitution.  *^  Purge  out  therefore  the  old  leaven^ 
that  ye  may  be  a  new  lump,  as  ye  are  unleavened.. 
For  even  Chrift  our  paffover  is  iacrificed  for  us* 
Therefore  let  us  keep  the  feaft,  not  with  old  leaven  ;; 
neither  with  the  leaven  of  malice  and^wickednefs^i 
but  with  the  unleavened  bread  of  fincerity  and  truth."**. 
The  fcrupulous  exaftnefs  of  the  Jews,  in  their  literaB 
obedience  to  the  commandment,  is  a  fevere  and  juib 
reproof  of  many,  too  many  profeffing  chriftians,  who 
ru(h  to  the  celebration  of  die  gofpel  pafibver  with  lit-« 
tie  preparation  or  ferioulhefl ;  and  fome,  alas !  delib-* 
erately  hoarding  up  in  their  hearts,  and  fecretly^ 
greedHy  feeding  upon  ^^  the  old  leaven  of  malice  andl 
wickednefs." 

Thirdly,  the  vi£Hm  itfelf  claims  our  moft  ferious 
attention*  ^^  A  male  lamb,  of  the  firit  year,'** 
— *-'^without  blemiih,"  to  be  taken,  on  the  tenth  day  o£ 
the  months  from  his  dam,  kept  apart  for  four  days,  and 
then  killed  !  Thefe  are  all  tender  and  touching  con-> 
fiderations.  ^'  A  lamb:"  The  moft  innocent  and 
gentle  of  animals ;  in  the  idea  and  the  language  o£ 
all  ages  and  nations,  another  name  for  gentlenefs^ 
harmlefsnefs  and  fimplicity ;  removed  early  from  its 
only  comfort  and  protedion,  its  fond  mother's  fide  ; 
deprived  of  liberty,  and  ^defiined  to  bleed  by  the  fac^ 
rificing  knife.  Who  can  think  of  his  plaintive  bleat- 
iixgs,  during  the  days  of  feparation,  without  being 
melted  ?  What  ifraeUtifh  heart  fo  infenfible,  as  not  to 
vearn  at  the  thought,  that  his  own  life,  and  the  com« 
Vol.  III.  G  fcrt 
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JEbrt  of  bis  family,  were  to  be  prefervi^,  at  the  expenfe 
of  the  life  of  that  iac^e&iive  little  creature,  whom  he 
bad  Ifaut  up  for  the  flaughter,  and  which,  in  unfuf* 
picious  coaficfence,  licked  the  hand  lifted  up  to  fhed 
iia  blood  ? 

We  have  not  long  to  fearch  for  the  fpirit  and  fub- 
ilattce  of  this  part  of  the  inftitution :  for  all  fcripttire 
preifes  upon  tiur  notice,  **  the  Lamb  of  Got),  who* 
taketh  away  the  fin  of  the  world  ;'*  Itaun,  **  in  the 
eternal  purpofe,  from  and  before  the  foundation  of 
the  world  ;  holj,  harmlefs,  and  undefiled  ;**  **  deliv- 
ered by  the  determinatie  counfel  and  foreknowledge 
of  GoD"*-^uflfiBring  **  the  juft  for  the  imjuft,  that  he 
might  bring-  us  to  God/'  ^  Who  was  wounded  for 
iur  tranfgreifions^  who  was  bruifed  for  mr  iniquities  : 
the  chaftifement  of  our  peace  was  upon  him,  and  with 
his  ftripes  we  are  healed :"  the  Lord  layihg  on  him 
'^  the  iniquity  of  us  all  >*'  withdrawn,  feparated  from 
the  bofom  of  tus  Father-^delivered  into  the  hands  of 
men-**^pouring  out  bis  foul  unto  death* 
..  It  was  to  be  ^  a  lamb  of  ihefirji  year^^*'  eight  day& 
old  at  the  leaft ;  a  yesir  at  the  nu>fl»  Not  lefs  thaa 
eight  daysr,  fay  the  Jews,  that  there  might  intervene 
one  fabbath  from  the  btrth  of  the  vidim ;  and  that 
fo  the  faorednds  of  this  holy  feftiral  might  render  ir 
worthy  of  being  offisied  mito  Goo.  More  probably,, 
becaufe  that,  till  then,  the  animal  was  cbnfidered  a» 
too  near  aftateof  imperfedion  or  impurity.  It  was 
not  to  exceed  one  year ;  becaufe  ta  that  age  it  re- 
tains its  lamb-like  harml^snefs  ^nd  fimpUctty.  Super- 
ftition,  which  is  ever  finking  the  fpirit  in  the  letter,, 
has  afl'erted,  that  a  fingle  hour  beyond  the  year  vitiat- 
ed the  vidim,  and  rendered  it  profane. 

But  the  figure,  without  ftraining  for  a  refemblance, 
prefents  unto  us  jEsua,  "  a  Son  born,  and  a  Saviour 
given :''  ours  from  the  manger,  ours  to  the  tomb. 
His  days  cut  off.  in  the  midft  ;  at  that  period  of  life 
when  men  are  coming  to  their  prime  of  vigour,  beau- 
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ty  and  ufefulftefs*  <*  A  lamb  without  blendfli." 
Thofe  who  loVe  to  fritter  away  the  fpirit  and  mean- 
ing of  divine  iniUtutions  in  literal  interpretation,  have 
gone  into  a  {articular  enumerition  of  the  various* 
kinds  of  blemifhes  which  dlfqualified  a  facriiice  upon 
this  occafion ;  and  thefe  they  have  multiplied  to  6on- 
fidef ably  above  fifty.  And  what  fblly  has .  taken 
plins  to  invent,  fuperftition  has  been  idle  and  weak 
Plough'  to  follow.  The  later  Rabbins  tell  us,  that 
the  Iamb  was  fet  apart  four  days  before  the  facrifice^ 
in  order  to  afford  leifure  and  opportunity  to  inquire 
into  its  foundn^fs  and  perfe£Hon  ;  that  if  any  unob« 
ferved  fpot  ihould  appear,  there  might  be  time  to  re* 
jeft  it,  and  to  fubftitute  another  in  its  room.  The 
law  itfelf  is  plain  and  Ample  ;  and  no  good  Ifraelite^ 
of  common  fenfe,  with  the  facred  charter  in  his  hand^ 
couM  poffibly  miftake  its  meaning  ;  which  is  fimply- 
to  fignify,  that  the  good  God  is  to  be  ferved  with  the 
choiceft  and  bed  of  every  thing.  But  the  law  evi- 
d^i^Iy  looked  further  than  to  tbe  mere  corporal  per- 
feftioaor  defefts'of  a  filly  lamb  :  and  we  mould  but 
ill  'under ftand  both  the  i^fxa  and  the  commentary,  did 
we  not  look  throUgKUhe  whole  type  to  Him  who  is 
"  without  fpot  and  blemifh  ;**  who,  though  born  of 
a  finful  mother,  **  did  no  fin  ;'*  who  lived  many  years 
in  the  ••  midft  of  a  finful  and  adulterous  generation," 
without  contrading  any  taint  of  moral  pollution ; 
in  whom  •'  the  jjrince  of  this  world,  when  he  came, 
found  nothing/'  and  whom  his  agents,  Judas  and 
Pontius  Pilate,  the  inftruments  of  his  condemnation 
and  death,  were  conft rained  to  acquit.  **  I  have  fin- 
ned, and  betrayed  innocent  blood  ;*'  faid  the  one. 
*^  Take  ye  him,  and  crucify  him,  for  I  find  no  fault  in 
him,"  faid  the  other.  "  And  when  4jhe  centurion  faw 
what  was  done  he  faid.  Surely  this  was  th^  Son  of 
God !" 

The  very  a£l  oi  feleSing  the  ofie  viftim  from 
among  many,  muft  have  been  an  affefting  office. 
Why  ihould  this  innocent,  creature  bleed  and  die, 
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i^tUefr  ihaBi  anptb^  ?  Why  fhould  the  notice  of  xAf 
ejrt^'  or  his  accidentally  prefenting  bimfelf  firit  of  the 
fiock^  or  his  fuperior  beauty  and  flrength,  or  the  de-^ 
teraiination  of  the  lot,  doom  him,  in  preference,  ta 
the  Daughter  f  Qut  one  mujft  die.  Here  the  choioe^is^ 
fixed ;-  and  pity  mud  not  (pare  what  Heaven  has  de- 
liianded^  Thefe^  emotions  of  compaffion  mud  have 
been  ffequen^ly  excited  during^tlie  four  days  of  fepa^ 
rp.tion.'  The  {^imive  bleating,  ifluing  frOm^a  tender^ 
aching  heart,  robbed  at  once  of  ks  natural  food,  pro-* 
t^dion  and  con^fort.;  deling,  the.  bitternefs  of  deat^ 
in  the  deprivation  of  maternal  care  and  tendemefs  % 
the  mournfully  pleaflng  employment  of  fupplying  the 
devoted  vifUm  with  aliment),  up  to  ^  the  appointed 
hour ;  the  cheriihing  .and  fuilaining  with  foUcitude,, 
that  life  to-day,  which  th^  ftrong.hand  of  neceifity 
muft  take  away  tq-morrow  j  alL  thefe  awaken  a  thpu-, 
fand  undefcribable  feelings*  >How  the  heart  isi  wrung^j 
a$  oftQnas  the  eye,  oj  the  ear,^^|:  the.  hand,  is  attra^-. 
ed  to '  attend  or  to  minifter  to  the  Uuie.  trembling, 
prifoixer  !  At  length  the  £fitaL  m^mciM; .  i^  CPi^P^:  and* 
the  afili^king .  aliigrnalitve  piefles^  i^.SXhis  innocent,  or 
my  own  firit-b^r^  n^uiiifuffen  '  If: my.  heart  relent^  lo^ 
the  flaiiiing  fword  of  the  deftroying  angel  is  within- 
my  habitation^  My  refolution  is  r formed.  There  i&. 
no  room  for  deliberation^  .  Dieithou,  that  my  foa  may 
live.'* 

But  the  pafchal  viftim  could  have  no  prefentiment; 
of  its  approaching  fate.  Happy  in  its  ignorance,  it. 
could  die  but  once.  Chriftians,;  need  your  ey^  be 
directed  to  your  great  gofpel  paffover  ?  Behold,  your 
atonemeat---deliberately  chofen  of  God  ;  fixed  up- 
on, in  the  matiwify  of  eternal  counfels ;  under  the 
preffure  of. the  gr^t; decree;  voluntarily  prefenting. 
3aJ.  fur  rendering  himfelf  L — Behold  him  continually 
admonifhcd  of  his  approaching  fufFerings  and  death ; 
by  his  own  divine  prefcience,  by  the  perpetual  infults 
and  violence  of  wicked  men,  by  the  defcent  of  Mofes 
and  Elias  to  the  mount  of  transfiguration.     "  The  de- 
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xeafe  which  he  ihould  accampliib^'  ^at  Ittgth,  l^  at 
Jerufalem/'  was  continually  aifuming  a  blacker  and  a 
blacker  c<Hnpl6xion,  from  being  forefeen,  foreknown, 
and  more  keenly  felt,  as  the  hour  drew  nigh.  Lo|, 
he  **  treads  the  wine-prefs  alon^/'  The  dreadful  con- 
;fli£t  is  begun.  What  '^^iftroag  crying  with  tears*'  do 
I  hear  ?  ^^  Father,  iiF  it  be  poflible,  let  this  cup  pafs 
ifrom  me."  Whai  **  great  drops  of  blood**  do  I  fee, 
diftilling  from  every  po/p^  and  "  falling  to  the 
ground  ?*•  All !  the  um-elenting  executionc;r  has  be- 
gun to  perform  his  infernal  talk,:  and  yet,  the  bleed- 
ing **  Lamb  opens -not  his  moath.^'  What  figh  is  that 
which  pierces  my  foul  ?  What  ftrange  accents  bur  ft 
upon  my  aftoniftied  ear  ?  "  My  God!  my  God  !  why 
"haft  thou  forfaken  jne  ?"  The  conflift  is  at  an  end. 
He  bows  his  head,  ^*  It  is  finiflied.'*  The  viftim  has 
^*  poured  ©ut  his  foul  unto  death.*^  He  has  given 
up  the  ghoft.  Tj^efe  **  things  the  i^ngels  defire  -to 
look  into.** 

*.*  O  the  depth  of  the  .riches,  1x)th  of  the  wifdom 
land  ^ove  of  God !  How  unfearchable .  are  his  judg^ 
ments,  and  his  ways  paft  finding^  out  !**  Who  can 
"  comprehend  what  -is  the  breadth,  and  length,  and 
idepth,  and  height :"  who  "  can  know  the  loye  of 
Chrifti  which  paffeth  knowledge  !*' 


•     » 
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jfnd  itjhall  come  topafs^  v^hen  your  children  Jhall  fay  tm" 
to  you,  What  mean  you  by  tbisfervice  ?  That  ye  Jhall  fay ^ 
It  is  thefacrifice  of  the  hordes  faffhver,  who  pqffed  over 
the  houfes  if  the  children  of  Ifrael  in  Egypt,  whetf.  he 
fmote  the  Egyptians,  and  delivered  our  houfes.  And 
the  peopk  b(med  the  head  and  ixiorjhipp^d^ 

WITH 

PSALM  xci.  5 — 8* 

%hou  Jhalt  not  be  afraid  for  the  terror  by  nighty  norfbrtbe 
arrow  that  fiieth  by  day ;  nor  for  the  pefiikJtce  that 
walketh  in  darknefs  ;  nor  for  the  de/iruilion  that  wafU 
eth  at  noon-day.  A  thoufand  Jhall  fall  at  th^Jide,  and 
ten  thoufand  at  thy  right  hand  ;  but  it  Jhall  not  come 
nigh  thfe.  Only  with  thine  eyesjhalt  thou  behold,  and 
fee  the  reward  of  the  wicked f 

1  HE  great  Jehovah,  in  all  the  works  of  his  hands, 
and  in  all  the  ways  of  his  providence,  is  ever  prepar- 
ing ftill  grander  difplays  of  his  divine  perfeftion  than 
thofe  which  have  been  already  fubmitted  to  our  view. 
This  ^afible  creation,  fair,  and  vaft,  and  magnificent 
as  it  is,  being  compofed  of  perifhing  materials,  and 
deftindd,  in  the  eternal  plan,  to  a  temporary  duration, 
is  pafling  away,  to  give  place  to  **  new  heaveus^  and  a 

new 
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new  earth,  wherdn  dwelleth  righteoufnefs."  He  who 
tnade  all  things  at  firfl:  faith,  **  Behold,  t  make  a&  <i^ 
things  niew.**  The  whole  Jewifli  economy,  "  The 
adoption,  and  the  glory^  and  the  covenants,  and  the 
giving  of  the  ktw,  and  the  feryice  of  Ood,  and  *he 
promifcs  :"  The  jpatriarchs  and  the  prophets,  with  all 
they  faid^  a£ted  and  wrote,  were  but  '*  the  pr^paraticMi 
of  the  gofpel  of  peace i;'*  and  alWffue  in  Chrift  the 
l.ord,  *'  in  whom  all  the  promifes  are  yea,  and  amen, 
<tp  the  glory  of  Ood  the  Father/^  And  the  kingdom 
-oi  grace ^  under  the  great  Redeemer,*  is  only  leading  to 
the  kingdom  oS  glory* 

It  is  both  pleafant  a&d  ufcful,  te  obferve  the  nature, 
the  occafion  and  the  defign,  of  iacred  inftitutiona, 
A  clofer  infped:ion  generally  diftovers  much  more 
than  is  apparent  at  firft  figfht.  The  ordinance  of  the 
jpafTover  owes  its  inflitution  to  an  event  of  confider- 
able  importance  in  the  hiftory  of  mankind  ;  and  its 
abrogation  to  a  ftill  greater.  Its  celebration  com- 
memorates the  deft  ruction  of  all  the  firft-born  in 
Egypt,  and  the  redemption  of  IfraeL  Its  abolition 
marks  that  ,moft  memorable  era,  the  death  of  God*s 
own  eternal  Son,  and  the  iredemption  of  a  loft  world, 
by  the  ihedding  of  his  precious  blood*  It  i^  not  there* 
fpre  to  be  wos^lered  a£,  if,  in  an  ordinance  which  was 
intended  to  expire  in  thefacrifice  of  the  great  "  Lamb 
of  Atonement,*'  flain  "  from  the  foundation  of  the 
world,'*  its  divine  Author  fliould  have  thought  prop- 
er to  enjoin  many  particulars,  which  figuratively  and 
fymbolically  pointed  out  "  good  things  to  come,"  a« 
well  as  literally  expreffed  good  things  prefent. 

Several  of  thcfe  fignificant  circumftances,  we  took 
occafion  to  point  out  to  you  in  the  laft  Ledure.  The 
commencement  of  the  year  was  changed.  The  mem- 
KMy  of  nature's  birth  was  funk  as  it  were  in  the 
memory  of  the  church's  deliverance  ;  and  a  joyful 
expedadon  was  excited  of  the  gradual  approach  of 
*^  the  fulnefs  of  time,"  the  day,  the  new  year's  day  of 
the  world's  redemption.     In  that  (acred  feftival  was 
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feen  God  drawiiig  nigh  to  his  Ifrael,  in  ioving'^kind- 
nefs,  t^nd^r  m^rcy  and  faithfiilnefs ;  and  Ifrael  draw* 
ing  nigh  to  their  God,  in  gratitude,  love  and  obedt- 
encct  The  feaft  was  prepared  by  the  removal  of  all 
kaven,  the  emblem  of  ^^  malice  and  wickednefs  \** 
and^aten  with  unleavened  bread,  the  emblem  of  ^^  fm- 
cerity  and  truth/'  The  vidim  was  s^^pointod  tp  be 
a  "  lamb  of  the  fifft  year,  without  blemifh,*'  chofen 
from  among  the  flock,  fet  aj^rt  s^  killed,  to  pre- 
ferye  the  life  of  him  who  poured  out,  and  fprinkled 
its  blood  \  the  figure  of  Him  who .  was  to  come ; 
**  the  Lamb  of  God,  who  besireth  the  fin  of  the 
ijvorld';*'  holy,  harmlefs,  gentle,  patient ;  *f  delivered 
according  to  the  determinate  counfel  and  forekngwl- 
edge  of  God  :**  "  fuffering,  the  juft,  for  the  unjuft, 
that  he  might  bring  u§  to  God?'-  We  fre  now  ta 
pontinue  the  fubjed. 

A\\  ifrael  Yf^%  engaged  in  the  fame  fervice  ^  the 
fame  inflant  of  time,  and  for  the  ielf*fame  reafbn^ 
All  had  defc^nded  frOm  the  fame  cpmmon  Hock,  all 
were  included  ?vithiji  jhe  bond  of  the  fame  coyenant<> 
all  were  involved  in  the  famp  general  diArefs,  all  were 
deftined  of  Heaven  to  a  participation  in  the  fame  fal- 
yation.  They  appear,  in  the  pafchal  folemnity,  a 
beautiful  ^nd  an  inf]tru(9:iye  reprefehtatioii  of  the 
great,  united,  harmonious  family  of  God :  who  are 
f *  one  body,  one  fpirit,  and  are  called  in  one  hope  of 
their  calling  :'*  ^«  who  have  one  Lor4,  one  faiths 
one  baptifm  :-rone  God  and  Father  pf  jill,  who  i« 
above  all,  through  all,  ^nd  in  all/'  And  they  are  all 
coming,  **  iji  the  unity  of  thp  faith,  smd  of  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  Son  of  God,  unto  a  perfect  man,  unto 
j:he  meafure  of  the  ftature  of  the  fulnefs  of  Chriil/'* 

As  the  church  in  general  had  one  and  the  fame 
facrifice^  a  lamb  of  the  defcripjtioii  which  has  been 
mentioned  j  fo  every. particular  family  or  neighbour- 
hood, according  to  their  number,  had  their  own  par- 
ticular facpfii:e,  and  in  that  their  particular  protec- 

tion 
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Cioii  and  repdSi.  The  charity  which  comprehended 
the  whole  Urael  of  Gcwl,  was  thus  uivigoraled  and 
^enlivened  by  being  colidSsed  and  concentered  y  and 
the  facred  fire  of  love,  which  was  in  danger  of  Jbeing 
^xtingniihed  by  being  difperfed  too  extenfively,  b©.- 
iing  thus  confine  within  a  narrower  circle,  -lighting 
on  fewer  and  nearer  objeds,  and  aided  by  reciprocai 
fympathy  and  ardour,  ijiras  blown^  up  into  a  purer 
flame.  A  happy  prefiguradon  of  the  bleffed  influence 
jof  the  gofpei,  and  of  its  facred  inftitutions,  to  reftify, 
to  riv^,  and  to  improve  the  charitieS  of  private  life  ; 
to  ihed  peace  and  joy  upon  every  condition  and  rela- 
tion; gradually  to  expand  the  heart,  through  the 
{irogremve,  continually  enbrging  circles  of  naturajl 
iaffeftion,  iriendihip,  love  of  country,  love  of  man^ 
kind,  love  to  all  the  creation  of  God« 

What  muft  it  have  been  to  an  Ifraelitifh  parent, 
fianding  with  his  children  around  him,  to  eat  the 
Lord^s  paflbv^,  to  refled,  that  while  the  arrows  of 
the  Almighty  wore  falling  thick  upon  the  tents  of 
Ham,  bis  tabernacle  was  iecured  from  the  ftroke : 
that  while  ail  the  firft-born  in  Egypt  were  bleeding  by 
the  hand  of  the  deftroying  angel :  of  bim,  a  holy 
^md  righteous  ^  God  demanded  no  vidim,  but  one 
£rom  the  Bock ;  fpared  a  darling  fon,  and  accepted 
the  blood  of  a  lamb !  What  muft  have  been  the  emor* 
tions  of  the  Ifraelitifh  firft-born  themfelves,  at  that 
awful  hour,  to  refleft  on  the  ftate  of  their  unhappy 
aeighbours,  of  the  fame  defcription  with  themfelves, 
and  on  their  own  condition,  had  juftice,  untempered 
with  mercy,  ftruck  thp  blow  J  Such  as  this,  but  fupe* 
rior,  as  the  deliverance  is  greater,  muft  be  the  joy  of 
a  truly  chriftian  family,  which  has  hope  in  God, 
through  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord,  in  reflefting  on  that 
I'j.ace  which  has  made  a  difference  between  them 
and  their  finful  neighbours ;  Mrhich  has  feafonably 
warned  them  "  to  flee  from  the  wrath  that  is  to 
come  ;"  which  has ''  delivered  their  fouls  from  death, 
their  eyes  from  tears,  their  feet  from  falling/*     What 

muft 
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muft  be  the  meKpreffibk  fadsfadk>n  of  evory  believer 
in  Cfarift  Jefos,  in  the  confidence  of  being  fprinkied 
with  the  blood  of  atonement,  of  "  being  at  peace  with 
Gody  jthrough  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,*'  of  being  **  paOt 
cd  from  death  unto  life  V*  What  a  happy  communis 
ry  is  the  redeemed  of  the  I/)rd !  Wfeerccver  fcattered 
on  the  face  of  the  whole  earth  ;  they  are  nevertbelefs 
gathered  together  in  their  glorious  Head :  feparated 
by  oceans  and  mountains,  b|tt  united  in  intereft  and 
affe&ion;  hated,  defpifed,  perfecuted  of  the  world; 
yet  cheriihed,  efteemed,  protected  of  the  Almighty  i 

The  facrifices  of  the  ACofaic  difpenfeiionwere manyj 
becaufe  they  were  imperfed:.  The  facrifice  of  the 
gofpd  is  ONE,  bcc^ufe  once  offered  it  *^  forever  per- 
;feAs  them  th^t  are  fandified  by  it/'  The  ancient 
inftitution  prefcribed  a  whole  lamb  for  every  feveral 
family  ;  the  gofpel  exhibits  a  whole  and  complete 
i^aviour  for  every  feveral  cleft  finner  :  and  that  Sav- 
iour at  once  a  teach/sr,  an  atonement,  a  ruler ;  *'  Wit 
dom,  righteoufnefs,  fan^^ific^tion  and  redemption/' 

The  application  of  the  blood  of  the  deftined  viftini 
in  this  inftitution  is  a  moft  remarkable  circumftance» 
^'  They  ihall  take  of  the  blood,  and  ftrike  it  on  the 
two  fide  pofts,  and  on  the  upper  door-poft  of  the 
lioufes  wherein  they  ihall  eat  it/'  It  muft  not  be 
fpilt  ttpon  the  ground  as  a  worthlefs  thing,  nor  fprink* 
led  in  the  entering  in  of  the  door,  to  be  trampled  up- 
on as  an  unholy  thing ;  but  above  and  on  feither 
fide;  to  be  a  covering  to  the  head  ^nd^  bulwark 
around.  ^'  When  I  fee  the  blood  I  will  pafs  over 
you.'*  Could  the  all-difcerning  eye  of  God  ftand  in 
lieed  of  fuch  a  token,  in  order  to  judge  between  an 
Ifraelite  and  an  Egyptian  ?  No.  But  the  diftinftions 
of  God's  love  avail  not  them  wTio  wilfully  and  wick-  * 
cdly  negleft  the  djftinftions  of  faith  and  obedience. 
The  blood  in  the  bafon  is  the  fame  with  the  blood  on 
the  door-poft  ;  but  it  is  no  proteftion  till  it  be  believ- 
ingly  applied.  Tfare  virtue  is  dormant  till  fprinkling 
call  it  forth.    Surely,  this  part  of  the  ceremony  fpeaks 

to 


to  the  chiiftian  i^orld  for  itielf^,  Why  k  iaenti<Hi 
ftill  made  of  blood,  blood  ?  "  the  fhedding  of  blood,'* 
/*  the  fprinkling  of  Wood/'  "  redemption  through 
blood/'  and  the  like  ?  It  denotes  the  life;,  which  coi^ 
£fts  in  the  blood  of  the  animal ; .  and  it  inilru^s  ug 
W  thi$  momeAtons  dodrine,  th;it  life  being  forfeited 
by  fin,  the  blood  mufl:  be  ihed,  that  is,  the  life  mult 
jbe  yielded  up,  before  atbnemi^nt  tp  juftijce  can  be 
made :  that  the  fubftitutionand  ^ccqptance  of  one  li£& 
jn  the  room  of  another,  muil  depend  i^n  the  will 
and  appointm^t  of  the  offended  lawgiver :  that  th^c 
blood  of  fiain  beafts,  having  no  valu^  nor  virtue  of 
its  own  to  take  away  fin,  muit  derive  all  its  efficacy 
from  the  appointment  of  Heaven,  j^d  from  its  r^la^ 
tion  to  a  vidim  of  a  higher  order:  and>  that  the 
J)}ood  or  life  of  this  on£  victim,  yielded  up  to  divine 
juftice,  is,  through  its  intrinfic  worth  and  the  decree 
of  God,  of  virtue  fnfficiept  to  take  away  the  fin^  of 
the  whole  worldr 

But  as,  vck  the  original  inftitutkm,  the  blood  of  the 
iamb  ilain  was  no  protei^on  to  the  houfe,  till  it  was 
fprinkled  with  a  bunch  of  hyflbp  on  the  parts  of  the 
building,  and  in  the  manner  direded,  fo  the  fovereign 
balm  appointed  of  the  Mod  liigh  for  the  cure  of  the 
deadly  plague  of  fin,  the  price  of  pardon  tp  the  guilty, 
the  life  of  the  dfad,  becomes  efie&ual  to  the  relief  of 
the  guilty,  periihing  finner,  by  a  particular  application 
of  it  to  his  own  ♦*  wounds,  bruifes,  putrefying  fores/^ 
Faith,  eyeing  the  commandment,  the  power  of  God 
and  the  grace  of  Chrijl,  is  like  the  bunch  of  hyifop  in 
the  hand  of  the  pafchal  worfhipper,  fprinkling  the 
blood  of  atonement  upon  ^^  the  upper  doorrpoft,  and 
the  two  fide-pofts,'-  the  underftanding,  the  heart,  the 
life,  the  ruling  and  th^  goVerne^  powers  of  our  nature, 
that  the  whole  may  be  accepted  through  the  Beloved. 

I  conclude  this  part  of  my  fubjed  with  quoting  a 
paflase  from  the  Targum  of  Jonathan,  refpeding  the. 
fprinkling  of  the  blood  of  the  pafchal  lamb,  as  it  was 
performed  by  the  children  of  Ifrael  in  Egypt,  which 
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has  ftrnck  myfcif  as  yncdmtnonly  beautiful  and  fulv 
lime. 

"  When  the  glory  of  the  Lord  w^%  revealed  ill 
Egypt  in  the  night  of  the  paffover,  and  when  he  flew 
all  the  *firft-born  of  the  Egyptians,  he  rode  upon 
lightning.  He  furveyed  .the  imnoft  receffes  of  out 
habitations;  he  flopped  behind  the  walls  of  our  houfes; 
bis  eyes  obferved  the  pofts  df  our  door* .:  they  pierced 
through  the  cafement?.  He  perceived  the  blood  of 
<:ircumcifion,  and  the  blood  of  the  pafchal  lamb, 
fprinkled  uppn  m.  He  viewed  his  people  from  the 
beights  of  heaven,  and  faw  them  eating  the  paffover 
toaited  with  fire :  he  faw,  and  had  co.mpaflioh  upon 
\i8  ;  he  fpared,  and  fuflfered  not  the  deftroying  angel 
to  hurt  us." 

The  inferior  circumftances  refpefting  the  facrificc 
are  thefe.  The  flelh  of  the  vicMm  was  to  be  eaten  in 
the  night  feafon,  not  in  a  crude  (late,  nor  boiled  in 
water,  but  roafted  with  fir? ;  no  bone  of  it  was  to  be 
broken  j  no  remnant  of  it  left  until  the  mornipg  5  or 
felfe  the  remains  were  to  be  confuined  by  fire.  I  am 
unwilling  entirely  to  pafs  over  thefe  circumftances  as 
if  they  were  of  no  cfpecial  meaning  or  importance  ; 
for  I  am  thoroughly  convinced  ev^ry  iota  and  tittle 
relatiijg  to  this  ordinance,  has  a  fpecific  meaning  and 
defign.  But  I  frankly  acknowledge  I  cannqt  difcern-. 
that  defign  in  every  particular ;  and  am  far  from  be^ 
ing  fatisfied  with  the  fanciful  and  unfupported  illuftra- 
tions  of  fome  commentators  upon  the  paiTage.  Should 
I  myfelf  feem  to  any  to  have  given  too  much  into  im- 
agination and  conje&ure  in  my  ideas  of  it,  or  i*^  what 
is  farther  to  be  offered  ;  the  nature  of  the  fubje'd,  the 
filence  of  fcripture,  the  conTcioufriefe  of  honeftly  aim- 
ing at  your  rational  entertainment  and  religious  in- 
flrufliion,  and  the  humble  hope  that  thefe  conjcdures 
are  and  fhall  be  conformed  to  the  analogy  of  feith, 
and  if  erroneous,  innocently  fo  ;  thefe  will,  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  fecure  me  a  patient  hearing,  and  a  candid  in- 
terpretation. 

^  The 


'  The  time  of  the  fes^  was  the  night  feafon ;  the 
very  juadure  when  the  awful  fcene  was  a£lin^,  which 
marred  the  glory  and  blafted  the  ilrength  ox  Egypt* 
Inconfiderate  man  muft  have  his  attrition  roufed  and 
fixed  by  ftrong  and  ilriking  circumilances.  The  mo^ 
ment  of  execution,  the  hour  of  battle,  and  the  like^ 
are  awfully  intereilihg  to  a  ferious^  humane  and  pub« 
lic-fpirited  perfon;  Every  fon  of  Ifrael  knew,  diat  at 
the  very  moment  he  was  eating  his  unleavened  cake 
with  gbdnefs^  an4  the  flefii  of  lambs  with  a  merry 
heart,  ^^  Thoufandsp  were  falling  at  his  fide,  and  tea 
thouTahd  at  hh  right  hand.^"  What  an  alarming 
>  demonftration  of  divine  jjuftice  i  What  an  encouraging 
difplay.of  goodnefs  and  mercy  I  Were  theiQyo  opened 
to  fe^  God  as  he  is,  were  the  powers  of  ap  invifibie 
wq;ild  habjtually  fek,  every  creature,  every  feafon, 
every  events  would  poflfefs  a  quickening,  ,an  a&ive,  a 
conilraining  influence  over  u&  But  blind,  ftupid, 
fluggiih  as  we  are,  the  midnight  bell  muft  toll  to  roufe 
us  to  refledion :  death  muft  alTume  the  complexion  of 
fable  night,  and  add  artiikiai  ta  natural  horror,  in  order 
to  force  a  way  into  our  ftony  hearts*  And  God,  wha 
knows  what  is  in  man,  vouchfafes  to  inHrud  hi& 
thougbtlefsaefs  and  folly,  by  acting  through  the  me- 
dium of  powerinl  and  awakening  circuniftances  upoa 
» our  imagination  ai^d  fenfes«  Henc&  poilibly  the  in* 
jundion  to  eat  the  paiTover  by  night. 

It  was»  to  be  *'  roafted  with  fire,'*  aot  eaten  raw,. 
nor  fodden  with  water*  To  eat  flefh  in  a  crude  date 
is  unnatural  and  unwhotefome.  And  we  never  find 
the  religious  inilitutions  of  the  living  and  true  God 
doing  violence  to  imiocent  natural  propenfities  and 
averfions,  or  encroaching  on  the  health  and  life  of 
his  wox&ippers :  for  he  faith,  ^^  I  will  have  mercy 
and  not  facrifice.'*  Why  the  one  niethod  of  prepar- 
ing it  was  commanded  of  God  in  preference  to  the 
other,  we  pretend  not  fatisfyingly  to  account  for.  Was 
it  to  fecure  an  uniformity  of  pradice  in  the  minuteit 
•ircumftancef?  relating  to  his  worfhip  ?   Was  it  to 
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foTih  his  church  and  people  to  implicit  obedience  to 
his  will,  in,  points  irhich  they  comprehend  not,  as 
in  thofe  td^ich  they  wdl  underftand;  in  all  cafes 
whatever  J  whether  he  be  pteafed  to  render  or  to  with* 
hold  a  reafon  ?•  Was  it  intended  as  a  fymbolical  rep- 
refentation  of  their  late  condition  ;  tried,  and  prepare 
ed,  and  refined  in  the  fire  of  Egyptian  oppfefBon ; 
purged,  but  not  confumed  by  it  ?  Was  it  a  figurative 
view  of  the  judgment  of  God  then  executing :  Egypt 
fcorched  with  the  flame ;  Ifrael  enlightened,  feafon- 
ed,  purified  by  it  ?  Did  it  look  forward  unto,  and 
fignify  fome  particular  circumftance  in  the  perfon, 
the  doftrine,  or  fufferings  of  the  great  evangelical 
facrifice  ? ,  O  Lord,  thou  kno weft.  "  Secret  things  • 
belong  to  thee,  but  things  which  are  revealed  belong 
unto  us,  and  to  our  children.**  We  thank  thee  for 
what  thou  haft  condefccnded  to  reveal  to  us,  and 
would  not  prefume  to  ^'  be  wife  above  what  is  writ* 
ten." 

**  Not  a  bone*'  of  the  pafchal  lamb  was  to  ^*  be 
broken.'*  This,  as  well  as  fome  of  the  foregoing 
circumftances,  is  by  fundry  commentators  fiippofed 
to  be  intended  as  a  contradiftion  to  various  Pagan 
fuperftitions,  and  particularly  to  the  frantic  behaviour ' 
of  the  votaries  of  Bacchus  ;  who,  in  the  fumles  of  in- 
toxication or  of  religious  frenzy,  <iommitted  a  thou- 
fand  abominations  and  extravagancies  ;  they  fell  into 
violent  agitations,  the  pretended  infpiration  of  their 
God  ;  they  devoured  the  yet  palpitating  fiefli  of  the 
\'ift!m8  which  they  had  juft  killed,  and  broke  all  their 
bones  to  pieces.  But,  the  idolatrous  rites  of  the 
heathen  nations  were  fo  various  and  fo  contradidory 
one  to  another,  that  we  can  hardly  imagine^  the  great 
Jehovah  would  condefcend  to  exprefs  any'  concern, 
whether  the  rites  of  his  worfliip  were,  in  every  in- 
ftance,  either  conformed  or  oppofed  to  the  ufages  of 
idolatry.  A  very  famous  critic*  affigns  a  very  filly 
reafon  for  this  branch  of  the  commandment.     He  al- 
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leges  it  was  another  indicalion  of  the  extreme  hafte 
with  which  the  paffover  was  to  be  eaten.  "  Men  ia 
a  hurry/'  fays  he,  ^'  do  not  ftand  to  pick  bones ; 
much  lefs  do  they  take  leifure  to  breaks  them,  fc^  the 
fake  of  the  juice  or  marrow."  A$  if  it  required 
more  time  to  fever  the  joints,  and  break  the  bones  by 
Tiolence,  than  to  dilTed:  and  difunite  the  parts. with* 
out  a  fradure.  The  fimple  -  meaning  of  the  precept 
ieems^  to  be,  that  what  was  once  oiFered  to  God 
fhould  not  be  unneceifarily  disfigured  and  mangled. 
The  blood  muft  be  fhed,  for  that  was  the  feal  of  God*t 
covenant ;  the  flefli  might  be  eaten,  for  it  was  given 
for  the  fuftenance  of  man's  life  y  but  the  bones^ 
forming  no  part  either  of  food  or  facrifice,  were  to  be 
left  in  the  ftate  in  which  they  were  found,  till  con^ 
fumed  by  fire  with  the  remainder  of  the  flefh,  if  any 
remained,  the  next  morning.  And  is  it  not  extreme- 
ly probable  that  God  might  intend,  by  certain  arbi- 
trary tokens,  to  defcribe  the  Mefliah  ;  and  that  the 
prohibition  to  break  the  bones  of  the  pafchal  lamb  was. 
defigned  to  be  a  type  of  a  remarkable  circumftance 
attending  the  crucifixion  of  our  Saviour,  which' 
Providence  watched  over  with  fpecial  attention,  and 
brought  about  by  a  miracle  ?  "  But  when  the  fol- 
diers  came  to  Jefus,  and  faw  that  he  was  dead  alrea- 
dy, they  brake  not  his  legs/^*  And  it  is  clear  from 
what  follows,  that  the  evangelift  confidered  the  pre- 
cept of  the  law  as  a  prophecy  of  Chrift  j  "  For  thefe 
things  were  done,*'  fays  he,  "  that  the  fcripture 
fc6uld  be  fulfilled,  A  bone  of  him  ftiall  not  be  brok- 
en.**! In  many  cafes  it  happens,  that  the  predi<9ion 
was  either  not  attended  to,  or  had  not  been  under- 
flood,  till  the  event  has  explained  it. 

Nothing  of  it  was  to  be  "  left  until  the  morning/^ 
This  circumftance  was  not  peculiar  to  the  facrifice  of 
the  pafchal  lamb,  but  common  to  almoft  every  other 
kind  of  oblation.  This  will  appear  if  we  confuU  the 
general  laws  refpeSing  facrifice.     Thus  the  preifcrip- 
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lion  runs  :  ^^  Ahd  the  flefli  of  the  facriiice  of  hia 
peace  offerings  for  thankfgiving  ihall  be  eaten  the 
fame  day  tljat  it  is  offered  ;  he  ihall  not  leave  any  of 
k  until  the  morning.***  And  again,  **  When  a  bul- 
lockj  or  a  ftieep,  'or  a  goat  is  brought  forth,,  then  it 
fhalt  be  feven  days  under  the  dam,  and  from  the 
eighth  day  and  thenceforth  it  ihall  be  accepted  for  an 
offering  made  by  fire  unto  the  Lord.  And  ivhether 
it  be  cow  or  ewe,  ye  (hall  not  kill  it  and  her  young 
both  in  one  day.  And  when  ye  will  offer  a  facrifice 
of  thankfgiving  unto  the  Lord,  offer  it  at  your  own 
will.  On  the  fame  day  it  ihall  be  eaten  up  ;  ye  ihall 
leave  none  of  it  until  the  morrow :  I  am  the  LoRD.^t 
The  folemn  affix,  •*  I  am  the  Lord,**  feems  to  infmu- 
ate,  that  the  reafon  of  the  commandment  was  to  be 
fought  in  the  majefty  and  authority  of  the  law-giver. 
And,  independent  of  authority,  decency  feems  to  re- 
quire, that  what  has  once  been  devoted  to  a  hallow-t 
ed  ufe  ihould  never  afterwards  appear  in  a  mangled^ 
impure  or  putrid  itate.  Perhaps  fuperilition  was,  by 
this  precept,  obliquely  or  intentionally  reproved  and 
repreffed  ;  fuperfliiion,  which  loves  to  feed  upon 
fcraps,  and  to  hoard  up  relics,  as  if  they  were  facred 
tilings  ;  fuperilition,  which  gives  to  the  fragments  of 
the  iacrifice  the  veneratioa  due  only  to  the  facrifice 
itfclf,vand  to  the  great  Author  of  it. 

We  muit  notice  the  remaining  particulars  of  thi» 
fervice  iij  the  manner  in  which  it  was  originally  per- 
formed, "  in  hafte,**  "  ftanding,**  *'  with  loins  gird- 
ed,'* *' withftaff  in  hand,**  ready  to  depart.  The 
lamb  was  to  be  eaten  with  "  bitter  herbs.**  A  rep- 
refentation,  perhaps,  of  the  mixed  nature  of  every. 
fublunary  enjoyment ;  and  of  the  wholefome  ufes  of 
unpalatable  adverfity.  The  "  ilanding**  poiture,  and 
the  implements  of  travelling,  fpeak  a  plain  and  dif- 
rind  language.  "  Arife  ye,  and  depart,  for  this  is 
not  your  re(b**  *'  Here  we  have  no  abiding  city,  but 
look  for  one  to  come.**     **  Now  we  deiire  a  better 
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country,  that  is,  an  heavenly.**  "  Arife,  let  us  go 
hence.'*  A  provifion  was  gracioufly  made  for  fuch 
as  might  be  ceremonially  unclean  at  the  future  fea- 
fons  of  celebration,  and  the  door  of  mercy  and  com- 
munion was  opened  to  ftrangers*  Bleffed  prefigura- 
tion  of  the  remedy  provided  for  the  chief  of  finners  } 
of  the  refuge  opened  for  the  reception  of  *'  aliens 
from  the  commonwealth  of  Ifrael  ;"  of  the  liberal, 
Gondefcending,  comprehenfive  fpirit  of  the  gofpel ! 
Chriftians,  ye  "  are  no  more  ftrangers  and  foreigners, 
but  fellow  citizens  with  the  faints,  and  of  the  houfe- 
hold  of  God.**  "  Thofe  who  were  afar  oflF,  are  made 
nigh  by  the  blood  of  Chrift.** 

Men  and  brethren,  the  time  is  at  hand,  when  a 
more  fearful  midnight  cry  ftiall  bg  heard  than  even 
that  which  fmitten,  groaning  Egypt  raifed  in  the  hour 
of  vengeance*  '*  The  day  of  the  Lord  (hall  come  as 
a  thief  in  the  night.**  "  Behold  he  cometh  with 
clouds,  and  every  eye  fliall  fee  him,  and  they  alfo 
which  pierced  him  ;.  and  all  kindreds  of  the  earth 
Ihall  wail  becaufe  of  him.**  Behold,  a  carelefs,  num- 
bering world,  a  world  lying  in  wickednefs,  is  threat- 
ened with  a  death  infinitely  more  dreadful  than  that 
which  deftroyed  the  firft-born,  with  "  the  fecond 
death,**  a  living  death  of  everlafting  baniflimentr 
**  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord,  and  hrom  the  glory 
of  his  power.**  From  that  lafl  plague  there  is.  no 
fecurity  but  one ;  that  fecurity,  of  which  the  "  blood 
of  fprinkling**  under  the  law  was  but  a  type.  "  Run 
to  your  ftrong  hold,  ye  prifoners  of  hope.**  *^  Flee, 
flee  for  refuge  ;  lay  hold  of  the  hope  that  is  fet  before 
you.**  "  Behold  now  is  the  accepted  time  ;  behold, 
now  is  the  day  of  falvation.**  "  If  God  be  for  us, 
who  can  be  againft  us  ?**  "  He  that  fpared  not  his  own 
Son,  but  delivered  him  up  for  us  all,  how  fha#  he  not 
with  him  alfo  freely  give  us  all  things  ?  Who  fhall  lay 
any  thing  to  the  charge  of  God*s  eleO:  ?  It  is  God 
that  juftifieth  T  Who  is  he  that  condemneth  ?  It  is 
Chrili  that  died,  yea  rather  that  is  rifen  again,  who  is 
Vol.  III.  H  evea 
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even  at  the  right  Ijjind  of  God,  who  alfo  maketh  in* 
terceffion  for  us/'* 

How  many  things  in  the  fcriptures ;  in  Mofes,  in  the 
the  prophets,  in  the  law,  in  the  gofpel,  are  dark  and 
hard  to  be  underftood  ?  But  the  hour  cometh  when 
the  veil  fhali  be  removed  from  our  eyes ;  when  the 
truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus  fhall  ftand  confeffed  without  a 
myftery  ;  and  fliall  be  feen  and  read  of  all  men* 
*'  What'*  he  doth,  "  ye  know  not  now,  but  ye  fhall 
know  hereafter/'  **  We  know  in  part,  and  we  proph- 
efy  in  part.  But  when  that  which  is  perfeft  is  come, 
then  that  which  is  in  part  (hall  be  done  away.**  "  For 
now  we  fee  through  a  glafs,  darkly ;  but  then  face 
to  face  :  now  I  know  in  part ;  but  then  (hall  I  knowy^ 
even  as  alfo  I  am  tnown/'f 

*  Rom.  viii»  32,  33,  34*  f  *l  Cor.  xiii.  la-       ., 
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LECTURE      IX. 

EXODUS  xiii.   17 Z2. 

And  it  came  to  pafs  when  Pharaoh  had  let  the  people  g§^ 
.  that  God  led  them  not  through  the  way  of  the  land  of  the 
Piili/iines,  although  that  was  near  ;  for  Godfaid^  Lejl 
p^Fyfidventure  the  people  repent  when  they  fee  war^  and 
they  return  to  Egypt.     But  God  led  the  people  about y 
through  the  way  if  the  wildemefs  of  the  Red  Sea.   And 
the  children  of  Ifrael  went  up  harneffed  out  of  the  land 
of  Egypt.     And  Mofes  took  the  bones  of  Jofeph  with 
him  :  for  he  had  ftraitly  fwom  the  children  of  Ifrael ^ 
faying^  God  willfurely  vifit  you  /  and  yejhall  carry  up 
my  bones  away  hence  with  you.     And  they  took  their 
journey  from  Succothy  and  encamped  in  Etham^  in  the 
edge  of  the  wildernefs.   And  the  Lord  went  before  them^ 
by  day  in  a  pillar  of  a  cloudy  to  lead  them  the  wfiy ; 
and  by  night  in  a  pillar  of  fire  ^  to  give  them  light ;  to 
go  by  day  and  night.     He  took  not  away  the  pillar  of 
the  cloud  by  day^  nor  the  pillar  of  fire  bynighty  from 
before  the  people. 

All  that  weak,  ignorant,  erring  man  can  know,  is 
a  few  of  the  fmaller  objefts  which  ate  immediately 
around  him  f  and  of  thefe  but  a  few  of  the  more  ob- 
vious qualities  which  they  poffefs,  and  the  relations  in 
which  they  iland  to  one  another.  Remove  them  but 
a  little  as  to  fpace  or  time,  and  they  gradually  difap- 
pear,  till  they  are  at  length  involved  in  total  darknefs. 
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The  diftance  of  a  few  leagues  terminates  our  vifion  ; 
the  lapfe  of  a  few  years  erafes  all  traces  from  oui' 
memory.  The  cloud  of  night  conceals  or  changes^ 
the  appearance  of  t-hings^  the  neareft  to  us,  and  the- 
mod  perfeftly  known*.  Here,  we  are  dazzled  and 
confounded  by  an  excefs  of  light  ;  there,  we  ztt 
checked  and  repulfed  by  dimnefs  and  obfcurity.  The 
fun  forbids  us  to  behold  his  face  by  reafon  of  his 
fplendour  ;  the  earth  and  the  oceaa  prefent  to  us  but 
their  furface  >  and.  the  heavens  oppofe  to  the  eager 
eye  a  vault  of  cryftal,  faying,  "  Hitherto  (halt  thou 
come,  but  no  further/*  We  feel  ourfelves  hedged 
in,  fettered,  confined  on  every  fide.  And  our  con- 
dition in  this  refpect  is  that  of  every  created,  Kmited 
being.  Open  profpeft  after  profped';.  expand  fyftem' 
upon Tyftem  y  add  feculty  to  faculty  ;  yet  the  profpeft 
is  bounded  at  length.  Suns  and  worlds  are  capable 
of  being  numbered,  and  there'is  a  height  and  depth 
ilill  beyond,  which  the  underftanding.  of  an  angel  can- 
not fathom. 

There  is  only  one  Being  whofe  duration  is  immeaf-*  * 
urable — whofe  fpace  is  unconfined — ^whofe  power  is 
uncontrolled — ^whofe .  underilanding  is  infinite.  With 
,  Jehovah  ^'  a  thoufand  years  are  as  one  day,  and  one 
day  as  a  thoufand  years.*"'  He  alone  can  "declare  the 
end  from  the  beginning,  and  from  ancient  times  the 
things  that  are  not  yet  done,  faying.  My  counfel  fliall 
Hand,  and  Twill  do  all  my  pleafure.'**  He  is  "  above 
all,  and  through  all,  and  in  all  !V  An  impenetr.able 
veil  hides  futurity  from  every  created  eye  ;  but  the 
Spirit  of  prdphecj^  is  pleafed  fometimes  to  remove  it.^^ 
Abraham  faw  the  Redeemer's  day  afar  off,  2tnd  re- 
joiced* He  faw  in  prophetic  vifion  the  fervitude,  the 
affliction,  and  the  deliverance  of  his  pofterity,  at  the. 
diftance  of  fpvii:  hundred  years.  To  mortal  man,, 
whofe  longeft  fpan  of  exiftence  is  diminiflied  to- muck, 
under  a  century,  four  hundred  years  have  fomething 
like  the  appearance  of  an  eternity  ;.  but  before  God„ 

time. 
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time  and  fpace  are  contracted  to  a  point,  to  a  moment. 
With  him,  that  which  is  to  be  done  is  already  done^ 
Men  fliape  events  according  to  their  fancy,  their  fears, 
their  wifhes  or  their  hopes.  But  •"  the  counfel  of 
the  Lord  it  Ihall  Hand,  and  he  fuJfilJeth  all  his  pleaf- 
ure.** 

What  was  the  word  of  the  Lord  to  Abraham  ?  "And 
he  faid  unto  Abram,  Know  of  a  furety,  that  thy  feed 
ihall  be  a  ftranger  in  a  land  that  is  not  theirs,  and 
ihall  ferve  them,  and  they  fliall  affliO:  them  four  hun- 
.dred  years.  And  alfo  that  nation  whom  they  IhaU 
ferve  will  I  judge  :  and  afterward  fhall  they  come  out 
with  great  fubftance.'**  What  was  the  doing  of  the 
Lord  in  conformity  to  that  word  ?  ^'  And  it  came  to 
pafs,  that  at  midnight  the  Lord  fmote  all  the  firft-born 
in  the  land  of  Egypt,  from  the  firft-born  of  Pharaoh 
that  fat  on  his  throne,  unto  the  firft-born  of  the  cap- 
tive that  was  in  the  dungieon,  and  all  the  firft-born  of 
cattle."  *'  And  the  children  of  Ifrael  did  according 
to  the  word  of  Mofes  :  and  they  borrowed  of  the 
Egyptians  jewels  of  filver  and  jewels  of  gold,  and  rai- 
ment. And  the  Lord  gave  the  people  favour  in  the 
fight  of  the  Egyptians,  fo  that  they  lent  unto  them 
fuch  things  as  they  required:  and  they  fpoiled  the 
Egyptians."  Ifrael  came  into  Egypt  few  in  number, 
weak  and  indigent  ;  but  they  go  out  from  the  land 
of  their  oppreflion  greatly  increafed,  mighty  and  for^ 
inidable  ;  laden  with  the  fpoils  of  their  cruel  oppref- 
fors,  the  well-earned  reward  of  the  labours  of  many 
years,  and  of  much  forrow. 

It  is  repeatedly  remarked,  that  the  prediction  relatr 
Jng  to  the  deliverance  of  God*s  people  was  ftilfilled  to 
a  fingle  day.  Of  this  we  have  a  confirmation  in  the 
preceding  chapter,  and  the  41ft  verfe  ;  ,**  And  it 
came  to  pafs,  at  the  end  of  the  four  hundred  and 
tkirty  years,  even  the  felf-fame  day^  it  come  to  pafs, 
that  all  the  hofts  of  the  Lord  went  out  of  the  land  of 
Jlffypt."    Again,  at  the  51ft  verfe  j  "  And  it  came  to 
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pafs,  xkit  fetf-fame  day^  that  the  Lord  did  bring  the 
children  of  Ifrael  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt  by  their 
armies/'  And  yet  on  comparing  numbers  in  the 
prediftion  and  the  hiftory  of  its  accomplifhment,  we 
find  a  difference  of  thirty  years.  The  feventy  inter- 
preters were  aware  of  this  cfifficulty,  and  have  obviat- 
ed it  by  thus  paraphrafmg  the  paffage  in  Exodus, "  The 
fojourning  of  the  children  of  Ifrael  in  the  land  of  Ca-t 
naan^  and  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  was  four  hundred 
and  thirty  years.** ,  To  juftify  which  computation  we 
need  but  to  obferve,  that  Mofes  in  the  four  hundred 
and  thirty  years,  includes  all  the  time  that  Abraham 
had  paffed  in  Canaan,  previous  to  the  birth  of  Ifaac. 
And  a  learned  prelate  of  our  own  country,  archbifh- 
op  Uflier,  in  his  valuable  chronology,  has  proved  this 
calculation  to  be  juft.  For  Abraham  was  exaftly 
twenty-five  years  in  Canaan  before  Ifaac  was  born.* 
From  the  birth  of  Ifaac  to  the  exodus  from  Egypt 
was  four  hundred  and  five,  which  completes  the  four 
hundred  and  thirtieth  year  mentioned  in  this  paffage, 
and  by  Paul  in  the  third  of  the  Galatians,  17th  verfe. 
Thus  perfeft  are  all  the  ways  and  works  of  God; 
thus  abfolute  his  power  over  all  perfons  and  all  events  ! 
No  fldll,  no  ardour,  no  violent  efforts  on  the  part  of 
Ifrael,  could  accelerate  their  enlargement.  Nor 
could  the  combined  ftrength  of  Egypt,  of  mankind,  of 
created  nature,  retard  it  one  fingle  hour  ! 

In  order  to  preferve  to  all  generations  the  memory 
of  a  period  fo  lingular  and  fo  important  in  their  hifto- 

*  Jacob  was  born  to  Ifaac  when  he  was  fixty  ye^rs  dd ;  and  a^ 
the  time  he  went  down  to  Egypt,  according  to  his  own  declaration  to 
Pharaoh,  he  was  one  hundred  and  thirty  ;  which,  added  to  the  twen- 
ty-five years  of  Abraham's  pilgrimage,  from  his  leaving  Ur  of  the 
Chaldees  to  the  birth  of  Ifaac,  make  two  hundred  and  fifteen.  He 
and  his  pofterity  continued  in  Eg^^pt  a  like  period  of  two  hundred  itnd 
-fifteen  years.  So  that  it  is  plain  Mofes  reckoned  in  the  whole  £i*ni 
of  four  hundred  and  thirty  years,  all  the  pilgrimages  of  Abraham  and 
his  pofterity,  from  his  firfl  leaving  his  kindred  and  father's  houfe  in 
Mefbpotamia  down  to  their  triumphant  exit  from  Egypt,  and  their 
felting  out  on  tlie  conquell:  of  Canaan,  whofe  inic^uTty  though  not  be- 
fore, was  now  full. 
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ry,  the  ordinance  of  the  paffover  was  to  be  honoured 
with  zn  annual  celebration  4  and,  as  pofitive  and  ar- 
bitrary inftitutions  derive  all  their  value  and  ufe  from 
a  right  underftanding  of  their  meaning,  and  the  de- 
fign  of  their  author,  exprefs  words  are  put  into  the 
mouths  of  parents  and  heads  of  families  for  the  in- 
ftrufition  of  generations  to  cx)me,  in  the  nature  and 
reafon  of  this  folemn  fervice/    "  And  thou  flialt  ftiew 
thy  fon  in  that  day,  faying.  This  is  dme^  becaufe  of 
that  which   the   Lord  did  unto   me,  .when  I  came 
forth  out  of  Egypt.     And  it  Ihall  be  for  a  fign  unto 
thee,  upon  thine  hand,  and  for  a  memorial  between 
thine  eyes,  that  the  Lord^s  law  may  be  in  thy  mouth  : 
for  with  a  ftrong  hand  hath  the  Lord  brought  thee 
out  of  Egypt.     And  it  fliall  be  when  thy  fon  aflieth 
thee,  in  time  to  come,  faying.  What  is  this  ?  that  thou 
ihalt  fay  unto  him.  By  ftrength  of  hand  the  Lord 
brought  u«  out  from  Egypt,  from  the  houfe  of  bondage. 
And  it  came  to  pafs,  when  Pharaoh  would  hardly  let  us 
go,  that  the  Lord  flew  all  the  firil-born  in  the  land  of 
Egypt,  both  the  firft-born  of  man,  and  the  firft-born 
of  beafts :  therefore  I  facrifice  to  the  Lord  all  that 
openeth  the  matrix,  being  males  ;  but  all  the  firft-born 
of  my  children  I  redeem."     Hence  it  appears  that, 
befides  this  great  annual  facrifice,  a  law  was  enaded 
at  this  time,  though  it  was  not  to  be  enforced  until 
they  fhould  be  put  in  pofleffion  of  the  promifed  laud, 
that  in  grateful  remembrance^  of  God's  paffing  over 
their  firft-born  when  he  deftroyed  thofe  of  Egypt,  the 
firft-born  of  the  human  fpecies,  and  alfo  of  the  brute 
creation,  through  every  age,  fliould  be  dedicated  and 
fet  apart  as  a  facred  property.     The  great  Legiflator 
was  pleafed  afterwards,  by  a  particular  injunftion,  to 
appropriate  to.  himfelf  one  whole  tribe   out  of  the 
twelve,  in  room  of  the  firft-born  out  of  every  tribe, 
to  minifter  unto  him  in  holy  things  ;  and  iii  this  ordi- 
nance the  church  of  God,  at  that  early  period,  both 
exhibited  and  enjoyed  an  emblematical  reprefentatitSfet 
of  the  evangelical  priefthood  j  not  vefted  in  and  exclu> 
•  '  fively 
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lively  belonging  to  a  particular  defcription  of  men, 
but  the  common  charader  and  dignity  of  all  chrif- 
tians  ;  a  generation  chofen  of  God,  in  Chrift,  a  roy- 
al priefthood,  an  holy  nation,  a  peculiar  people— that 
they  fhould  fhew  forth  the  praifes  of  Him,  who  hath 
called  them  out  of  darknefs  into  his  marvellous  light/* 
And  they  are  introduced  before  the  throne,  with  this 
fong  of  praife  in  their  mouths,  "  Unto  Him  that  loved 
us,  and  wafhed  us  from  our  fins  in  his  own  blood, 
and  hath  made  us  kings  and  priefts  unto  God  and  his 
Father  ;  to  him  be  glory  and  dominion  forever  and 
ever.     Amen/.'* 

Is  it  not  worth  while  to  compare,  feeing  the  Spirit 
of  God  has  thought  it  meet  to  tranfmit  to  us  the  very 
numbers,  the  entire  ftate  of  Ifrael,  as  it  were,  at  the 
time  of  its  defcent  into  Egypt,  and  at  its  departur-e 
thence  ?  The  whole  number  v/Jiich  accompanied  Jacob 
from  Canaan,  when  driven  tbenoe  by  the  famine,  him- 
felf  included,  was  fixty-fix  ;  which,  added  to  the  fam- 
ily  of  Jofeph  already  in  Egypt,  confifting  of  himfelf, 
Afenath  the  daughter  of  the  pried  of  On,  adopted  by 
marriage  into  the  family  of  Abraham,  and  their  two 
fons,  the  amount  is  feventy,  when  they  left  that  coun-^ 
try.  In  a  period  of  little  more  th?in  two  hundred  years, 
they  are  increafed  to  the  amazing  fum  of  fix  hundred 
thoufand  men  of  military  age,  without  reckoning  fe- 
niales,  children  of  both  fexes  under  twenty,  and  old 
men  of  fixty  and  upward  :  for  that  was  the  age  of  fu- 
perannuation  among  this  people.  Taking  therefore 
the  calculation  fo  low  as  four  of  all  the  other  defcrip- 
tions  for  one  of  the  military  age,  that  is,  males  from 
^  twenty  to  fixty,  the  whole  number  of  the  defcendanrs 
of  Abraham  that  left  E^vpt  muft  have  been  at  leaft 
three  millions.  So  that,'  dividing  the  whole  time  of 
their  fojourning  there  into  periods  of  twenty  years, 
it  appears  that  their  number  was  multiplied  nearly 
three  times  every  twenty  voars.  Now,  if  we  confider, 
tliat  the  mofl  rapid  ftate  of  population  in  the  ordinary 
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courfe  of  nature,  and  in  circumftances  the  moft  fa- 
vourable to  it^'is  a  doubling  the  number  of  inhabitants 
every  twenty  years ;  and  that  only  in  the  earlier  ages 
qi  a  people  or  colony ;  what  muft  we  think  of  this 
amazing  incrcafe  in  circumftances  the  moft  unfavourt: 
able  :  in  a  people  cooped  up  in  a  narrow  diftrifl:,  and 
that  diftrift  not  their  own,  but  the  property  of  a  na- 
tion much  more  powerful  than  themfelves  ;  a  people 
among  whom  marriage  was  grievoufly  difcouraged  by 
the  want  of  liberty,  by  l||ird  and  oppreffive  labour,  by 
fubjedion  to  the  defpotifm  of  a  foreign  prince,  by 
penal  edifts  which  doomed  all  their  male  children  td 
death,  and  by  which,  doubtlefs,  multitudes  periflied, 
together  with  their  natural  increafe  ?  The  multiplica- 
tion of  Ifrael  in  a  proportion  fo  great,  in  a  progrefs 
fo  rapid,  in  a  fituation  fo  unfriendly,  will  be  in  reali- 
ty found  a  miracle,  though  lefs  ftriking  to,  a  fuperfi- 
dal  obf(?rvation,  being  gradually  and  imperceptibly 
•  performed,  upon  clofer  attention,  a  prodigy  equal  or 
fuperior  to  any  that  were  wrought  in  immediately  ef<. 
fefting  their  enfranchifement.  And  this  leads  us  to 
the  grateful  acknowledgment  of  God's  wife  and  gra- 
cious providence,  in  its  ordinary  operations  and  ef- 
fefts.  What  is  daily  prefervation  but  creation— one 
omnific  *'  let  there  be,'*  4aily,  every  inftant  re^ 
peated  ?  What  is  the  progrefs  of  vegetation,  of  life 
and  reafoii,  but  the  continual  interpofition  of  the 
great  Source  of  all  being,  life  and  intelligence  ?  What 
is  diffolution  and  death,  but  the  fupporting,  vivifying 
power  of  God  withdrawn  from  the  body  which  is  juft 
now  inhabited  ? 

This  vaft  hoft  \yas  accompanied  with  what  Mofes 
calls  a  mixed  multitude.  This  is  fuppofed  to  have 
been  made  up  of  the  produc  of  marriages  between 
Ifraelites  and  Egyptians  ;  of  Egyptians,  who,  from  the 
miracles  which  they  had  feen  wrought  in  favour  of 
Ifrael,  had  been  determined  to  follow  the  fortunes  of 
that  people  ;  and  of  neighbours  who,  in  the  ordinary 
ijitercourfe  of  mankind,  might  be  brought  into  con- 

taft 


iad  with  them,  and  who  through  fear,  intereft  or  cu- 
riofity,  might  be  iaduced  to  follow  their  camp. 

Man,  with  hi$  ufual  ignora&ce  and  hafte,  would 
have  been  for  condudBag  this  mighty  army  direftly 
to  Canaan.  And  no  doubt  the  fame  almighty  arm 
which  had  thus  aiTerted  them  into  Hberty,  could  have 
led  them  ftraight  forward  to  conqueft.  But,  in  (ludy- 
ing  the  hiftory  of  the  divine  condud  as  ordering 
and  governing  the  affairs  of  men,  we  find  it  is  com«- 

{)ofed  partly  of  the  interpofitions  of  Heaven,  and  part- 
y  of  the  exertions  of  men.  It  is  not  all  miracle ; 
that  were  to  encourage  eternal  indolence  and  ftu- 
pidity  in  rational  beings,  formed  after  the  image  of 
God,  and  to  reduce  men  to  mere  paffive  clods  of 
earth ;  nor  is  it  all,  on  the  other  hand,  the  effed 
of  human  (kill,  induftry  and  diligence  ;  fqr  that  were 
to  refign  the  government  of  the  world  to  the  frail 
and  the  foolifli ;  that  were  to  weaken  the  power  of 
religion,  which  is  the  life,  the  joy,  the  guide,  the  fup- 
port  of  the  univerfe.  But  we  difcover  divine  interpo- 
iition,  to  a  certain  degree,  io  as  to  infpire  a  reafonable 
confidence  in  and  dependence  upon  God;  and  we 
difcern  the  exertions  of  men  crowned  with  fuccefs 
through  the  bleiling  of  Heaven  upon  them,  and  thi& 
enforcing  the  necefEty  of  bringing  out  and  exercif- 
ing  the  powers  and  Acuities  of  our  intelleduai  nature* 
Ifrael  is  delivered  from  Egypt  at  once  ;  but  is  intro- 
duced into  Canaan  by  degrees.  The  former  an  afl:  of 
fovereign  power,  unmixed  with,  independent  upon 
human  efforts  ;  the  latter,  the  lefs  perceptible  opera- 
tion of  Omnipotence,  blending  itfelf  with,  fubduing, 
direding  and  promoting  the  defigns  and  endeavours 
of  reafonable  beings,  who  had  a  great  objeQ:  in  view, 
and  a  clear  rule  to  walk  by.  Thus,  in  a  cafe  of  uni- 
verfal  importance,  the  juftification  and  adoption  of 
the  finner,  are  afts  of  free,  fovereign  grace,  whereby 
fin  is  forgiven,  and  the  right  and  privileges  of  fons 
conferred  ;  whereas  fandification  is  the  gradual  work 
of  the  Spirit,  fupporting  us  by  the  way,  overcoming 
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our  enemies  by  little  and  little,  and  making  us  ^^  meet 
to  be  partakers  of  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in 
light/' 

A  great  multitude  of  people  is  always  an  objed  of 
ferious  attention,  and  of  deep  anxiety.  Many  mouths 
p  were  to  be  fed,  many  humours  to  be  ftudied,  many 
talents  to  be  employed.  Some  were  to  be  gained  by 
love,  others  to  be  governed  by  fear  ;  the  impetuofity 
of  one  was  to  be  repreffed,  the  timidity  and  diffidence 
of  another  to  be  countenanced  and  encouraged ;  care 
was  to  be  exercifed  about  thofe  who  were  either  un^ 
able  or  unwilling  to  exercife  any  about  themfelves. 
What  a  charge  then  was  that  of  Mofes  and  Aaron ! 
bearing  on  their  fhoulders  the  burden  of  fuch  an  af- 
fembly  ;  a  vaft  multitude  agitated-  with  the  ordinary 
paffions  of  human  nature;  unarmed,  unaccuflbmed 
to  difcipline,  untra&able ;  one  moment  elated  with 
extravagant  hopes,  the  next  depreffed  with  unreafon- 
able  fears.  The  wifdom  of  a  Mofes  had  been  unequal 
to  the  talk,  unfupported  by  the  Wifdom  which  fees  all 
things  at  one  view,  and  the  Power  which  V  worketh 
all  things  after  the  counfel  of  his  own  will.*' 

There  is  a  happy  difpofition  in  all  the  evils  to  which 
our  nature  and  condition  are  fubjeQ:,  to  find  out  and 
to  apply  their  own  remedy.  Neceffity  always  fets  in- 
vention to  work.  Invention  puts  the  machine  in  mo^ 
tion ;  and  once  in  motion,  every  wheel  keeps  its 
place,  exerts  its  power,  performs  its  office.  But  here 
the  mighty  machine,  prepared  in  all  its  parts  ac^ 
cording  to  the  plan  of  infinite  wifdom,  put  together 
and  regulated  by  the  hand  of  almighty  power,  and 
conduced  by  unchangeable  truth  and  faithfulnefs, 
could  not  vary  its  motion,  could  not  deviate  from  its 
defign  :  and  the  paffage  of  perhaps  four  millions  of 
people,  with  their  immenfe  poffeffions  of  flocks  and 
herds,  and  other  property,  from  Egypt  to  Canaan^ 
will  appear  one  of  thofe  Angular  phenomena  in  hifto^ 
ry,  which  no  principles  of  human  condud,  no  natural 
Sind  ordinary  'concurrence  of  events,  are  able  to  ex- 
plain ^ 
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plain  ;  and  which  muft  finally  be  refolved  into  a  wifr 
dom  and  power  preternatural  and  divine.  Accordr 
ingjy  yft  find  Providence  taking  immediately  the 
charge  of  them  ;  but  not  in  the  ufual  way,  not  by 
forming  a  regular  difcipline,  and  raifing  up  command- 
cr^  and  magiftrates  of  unufual  addrefs  and  ability,  but 
declaring  by  fenfible  tokens,  which  were  feen,  read 
and  underftood  of  alL  *^  I  am  the  Leader  and  Com- 
mander  of  my  people.*' 

But  before  \ve  proceed  to  the  cpnfideration  of  this 
wonderful  fymbol  of  the  divine  prefence,  we  muft  at- 
tend our  author,  and  take  notice  of.  a  tender  and 
touching  circumftance  in  the  departure  from  Egypt, 
namely,  the  removing  of-  the  bones  of  Jofeph.  That 
truly  great  man  had  been  the  faviour  of  his  father's 
houfe  when  he  was  alive,  and  was  now  the  hope  of 
Ifrael  after  he  was  dead.  In  all  their  afflidions,  hi« 
precious  duft  had  been  to  them  the  pledge  of  deliver- 
ance ;  and  now  when  that  deliverance  is  come,  they 
bear  it  with  .them  to  the  land  promifed  to  their  fore- 
fathers, for  burial.  Thus  refpeftable  and  ufeful,  in 
life  and  in  death,  are  the  wife  and  the  good ;  thus 
anxious  ought  we  to  be  to  promote  the  beft  interefts 
of  mankind,  not  only  while  we  are  yet  with  them  ; 
but  to  leave  fomethmg  behind  us  that  may  benefit 
and  inftruft  after  we  are  feen  and  heard  no  more. 
Chriftians,  we  carry  with  us,  as  our  hope  in  this  wil- 
dernefs,  not  the  bones  of  a  departed  deliverer,  but 
the  mejfiiory  of  a  rifen  Saviour.  The  facred  pledge 
of  our  final  redemption  is  depofited,  not  in  a  coffin, 
but  in  this  precious  record-;--but  in  the  hiftory  of  fads^ 
well  known  and  firmly  believed  by  you — but  in  ma- 
ny great  and  precious  promifes  given  unto  you» 
''  For  if  we  belieye  th^t  Jefus  died,  and  rofe  again  ; 
even  fo  them  alfo  which  fleep  in  Jefus  will  God  bring 
with  him.*'  The  alhes  of  the  patriarch  Jofeph  could 
not  reft  in  the  tomb  till  Ifrael  came  to  the  poffeffion 
of  their  promifed  inheritance  ;  fo  the  Spirit  and  prov^ 
idence  of  the  great  Redeemer  are  in  perpetual  motioR 

and 
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and  exercife,  till  he  fhall  have  gathered  iitto  6ne  all 
his  redeemed  unto  himfelf ;  till  the  young^ft  of  his. 
fons,  the  meaneft  of  his  daughters,  being  glorified^ 
fhall  take  poffeffion  of  their  purchafed  inheritance,^ 
^  the  kingdom  prepared  for  them  from  the  founda- 
tion of  the  world." 

Thus  then  Ifrael  takes  his  departure  ;  thtts  joyful- 
ly, thus  triumphantly,  thus  increafed  ;  and  "  not  one 
trfickly  or  feeble  among  them  ;*'  a  wonder  not  inferior 
to.  any  of  the  reft.     But  all  "  is  of  the  Lord  of  hofts, 
who  is  wonderful  in  counfel,  and  excellent  in  work- 

The  plain  of  Rajnefes  was  the  nrft  great  rendez- 
vous of  the  Lord's  hoft.  They  had  built,  as  part  of 
their  talk-work,  a  city  of  that  name  at  the  command 
of  Pharaoh.  But  it  was  alfo  the. name  of  a  region  of 
Egypt  elfewhere  called  Gofhen ;  the  lame  which  Jo- 
feph  chofe  for  the  reception  of  his  aged  parent ;  be- 
caufe  being  fituated  neareft  to  Canaan,  it  diminiftied 
the  length  and  fatigue  of  his  journey,  and  being  a 
grafly  country,  fuited  his  family's  employment,  that 
of  fliepherds.  The  nearnefs  to  G^maan  might  accord- 
ingly be  now  again  confidered  aa  a  favourable  cir- 
cumftance  to  the  return  of  Ifrael  thitherward.  If 
we  may  credit  Philo,  the  two  countries  were  not  above 
three  days  journey  diftant  the  one  from  the  other. 
And  certain  it  is  that  the  patriarchs,  encumbered 
with  a  convoy  laden  with  corn,  eafily  performed  a 
journey  to  a  more  diftant  part  of  Egypt,  and  back 
again,  in  the  courfe  of,  not  many  weeks  at  moft, 
Mofes  might  therefore  have,  without  much  difficulty, 
conduced  the  people  of  his  charge  to  the  place  of 
their  deftination  in  a  very  fmall  fpace  of  time.  But 
was  the  diftance  of  place  the  orJy  difficulty  which 
they  had  to  encounter  ?  How  could  n^n  inured  to 
flavery,  men  juft  efcaped  from  the  rod  or  a  tyrannical 
oppreflbr,  have  the  courage  to  meet  the  prowefs  and 
and  difcipline  of  the  warlike  nations  of  Canaan  ;  un* 
provided  with  arms  for  the  field,  and  with  military  en- 
gines 
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gines  for  the  attack  of  fortified  tovns,  had  they  been 
bold  enough  to  attempt  to  take  poffeflion  by  force. 
Some  interpreters,  indeed,  render  the  word  harnejfed^ 
in  the  eighteenth  verfe  of  the  thirteenth  chapter,  ami^ 
ed.  But  the  term  in  the  original  is  fo  equivocal,  and 
the  learned  attempts  to  determine  its  meaning  are  fo 
unfuccefsful,  that  we  remain  ftill  in  the  dark  about 
its  true  meaning.  The  prefumption  certainly  is,  that  * 
the  Ifraelites  were  not  armed.  What  had  a  nation  of** 
fliepherds,  living  by  fuflPerance  in  a  foreign  land,  to 
do  with  arms  ?  Would  the  policy  of  Egypt  have  per- 
mitted it  ?  But  Mofes,  th^  moll  accurate  of  hiftorians, 
takes  care  to  point  out  a  circumftance  which  furnilhes 
the  firft  idea  of  putting  arms  into  the  hands  of  If- 
rael.  After  the  waves  of  the  Red  Sea  had  fwallowed  up 
the  Egyptian  army,  their  dead  bodies  with  their  arms 
were  miraculoufly  caft  on  fliore,  and  provided  Ifrael 
with  armour  from  their  fpoils. 

It  is  evident  that  God  intended  to  form  the  cour- 
age and  difcipUne  of  his  people  in  the  wild.ernefs ; 
before  he  tried  thefe  upon  the  nations  whom  they 
were  deftined  to  fubdue.  Nay,  further,  it  was  evi<- 
dently  his  defign  to  fettle  their  whole  civil  and  relig* 
ious  polity,  while  they  were  yet  in  an  erratic  ftate, 
that  when  they  came  to  Canaan  there  might  be  noth- 
ing to  do  but  to  take  pofTeffion,  and  to  execute  the 
laws  which  they  had  already  received.  And  alas, 
what  ftiall  we  fay  ?  This  fwarm  of  people,  numerous 
as  the  fand  upon  the  fea-fhore,  vnxh  the  exception  of 
one  or  two,  and  Mofes  their  leader  among  the  reft, 
thus  pompoufly  and  powerfully  faved,  were  faved 
from  Egypt,  but  to  die  in  the  wildernefs.  Men  die, 
but  the  church  lives :  and  the  church  i*  the  care  of 
God.  "  Thy  way,  O  God,  is  in  the  fea,  and  thy  path 
in  the  great  inters,  and  thy  footfteps  are  not  known. 
Thou  leddeft  thy  people  like  a  flock,  by  the  hand  of 
Mofes  and  Aaron.*'* 

Inftead    - 

*  Pfal.  Ixxvii.  19. 
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Inftead  then  of  marching  ftraight  northward,  in  the 
dire£Uon  of  Canaan,  their  courfe  is  bent  eaftward,  to 
the  great  wiiderneft  which  bounds  Egypt  and  Ara- 
bia  Petraea  :  God  himfelf  leading  the  way,  in  a  moft 
wonderful  difplay  of  his  glorious  prefence  and  power^ 
defcribed  in  the  words  which  I  read  at  the  opening 
of  the  Lefture.  "  And  they  took  their  journey  from 
Succoth,  and  encamped  in  Etham,  in  the  edge  of  the 
*Wildernefs.  And  the  Lord  went  before  them,  by 
day  in  a  pillar  of  a  cloud,  to  lead  them  the  way ; 
and  by  night  in  a  pillar  of  fire,  to  give  them  light ; 
to  go  by  day  and  night.  He  took  not  away  the  pillar 
of  the  cloud  by  day,  nor  the  pillar  of  fire  by  night, 
from  before  the  people.*'*  In  this,  God  fpake  at 
once  to  the  underflanding  and  to  the  fenfes.  Could 
any  Ifraelite  doubt  that  the  Lord  was  there  ?  He  had 
but  to  open  his  eyes,  whether  it  were  by  day  or  by 
night,  and  lo,  a  thick  cloud  obfcuring  the  bright- 
nefs  of  the  one^  or  a  flaming  fire  difpelling  the  ihades 
of  the  other,  proclaimed  the  dread  prefence  of  Jeho- 
vah. Could  any  one  call  in  queftion  his  kindnefs, 
when  he  faw  darknefs  become  a  guide,  and  fire  a 
proteftor  ?  Durft  any  one  prefume  to  approach  too  ^ 
nigh,  when  dimnefs  impenetrable, '  and  light  inac-  ' 
cefEble,  alternately  guarded  his  pavilion  ?  Was  it  poffi-* 
ble  for  any  heart  to  fear,  when  the  Moft  Mighty  thus 
declared,  in  language  more  emphatical  than  can  be 
conveyed  by  words—"  Lo,  I  am  for  you !  Who  ia 
he  that  can,  that  dare  to  be  againft  you  ?" 

The  appearances  of  God  are  fuited  to  the  circum- 
ftances  of  his  people.  Cloud  by  night  would  have 
been  to  increafe  the  horror,  and  to  multiply  the  un- 
wholefome  damps  of  that  feafon.  Fire  by  day  would 
have  been  ^adding  fuel  to  a  flame,  already  intenfely 
hot,  in  a  burning  climate  and  parched  foil.  But 
tempered,  adapted,  diftributed,  according  to  wifdom 
not  capable  of  error,  the  peculiar  inconvenience  of 
each  feafon  is  relieved  \  and  the  ills  of  nature  are 

remediedi 
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remedied  by  the  difpenfations  of  grace.  The  cloudy 
fiery  pillar  is  a  manifeftation  of  Deity,  fuited  to  a 
wildernefs  ftate.  In  heaven,  a  God  of  love  is  light, 
without  ''  any  darknefs  at  all."  In  hell,  a  God  of 
implacable  wrath  is  perpetual  darknefs,  without  one 
ray  of  light.  On  earth,  a  God  of  juftice  and  mercy 
is  darknefs  and  light,  in  fucceflive  order  and  perfeS: 
harmony.  In  heaven,  he  is  a  flame  that  irradiates^ 
cheers  and  quickens  ;  in  hell,  a  fire  ftill  confuming^ 
never  to  be  extinguilhed  ;  on  earth,  fire  in  a  cloud, 
mercy  flowing  in  a  fpaciou«  channel,  judgment  re- 
ftrained.  Men  can  only  difcover  thg^t  of  God  which 
he  is  pleafed  to  reveal  to  them.  Whether  he  is  pleaf- 
ed  to  turn  his  dark  or  bright  fide  to  us,  we  are  fta- 
tioned  equally  at  a  diflance  from  him.  To  be  fenfi- 
ble  of  our  own  darknefs  is  to  be  partakers  of  hi& 
marvellous  light.  All  that  the  brighteft  noon  of  hu- 
man reaion  can  difcover  is,  that  it  is  ignorance  and 
folly,  when  placed  in  comparifon  with  the  wifdom  of 
Gob. 

Might  not  this  wonderful  pillar  prefigure  to  the 
ancient  church  the  perfon  and  ofiice  of  the  Redeem- 
er of  the  world  ?  Behold  the  divine  eflTence  wrapped 
up  //2,  and  clofely  united  tOj  a  veil  of  flefti  and  blood.. 
Behold  Deity  raifing  our  nature  to  incorruptibility 
and  glory  "  in  Christ,  the  firft-fruits  ;  and  after- 
wards in  all  that  are  Chrift's,  at  his  coming."  Da 
we  not  perceive  in  it,  humanity  bringing  down  the 
divine  nature  to  our  bearing  and  perception ;  "  the 
only  begotten  Son,  who  is  in  the  bofom  of  the  Father, 
declaring  him  to  us."  "  The  word  made  flefli'*  in- 
llrufting  the  ignorant,  cheering  the  difconfolate,  di- 
recting the  wanderer,  refrefhing  the  weary  ;  gijidmg  . 
cur  waking,  guarding  our  fleeping  moments ;  ^'  a 
partaker  of  our'flefh  and  blood,  that  he  may  be  a  mer- 
ciful High-Prieft  :'*  declared  the  Son  of  God  with 
power  ;  men  adoring  and  fubmitting  ;  the  powers  of 
hell  broken  and  difcomfited  :  the  triumph  of  heavea 
complete.     "  The  Lord  our  God  is  a  fun  and  fliield  : 

the 
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the  Lord  will  give  grace  and  glory :  no  good  thing 
will  he  withhold  from  them  that  walk  uprightly/'* 
*'  Fear  not,  O  Ifrael,  the  Lord  is  thy  keeper  :  the  Lord 
is  thy  (hade  upon  thy  right  hand.  The  fun  fhall  not 
fmite  thee  by  day,  nor  the  mdon  by  night.  The  Lord 
Ihall  preferve  thee  from  all  evil ;  he  fhall  preferve 
thy  foul.  The  Lord  fliall  preferve  thy  going-out,  and 
thy  coming-in,  from  this  time  forth,  and  even  forever« 

more.'*t 
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LECTURE       X. 

EXODUS   xiv.   21,  22. 

And  Mofes  Jlretched  out  his  hand  over  thefea  ;  and  the 
Lord  caufed  thefea  to  go  back  by  aflrong  eafi  wind  all 
that  nighty  and  made  thefea  dry  land,  and  the  waters 
were  divided.  And  the  children  of  Ifrael  went  into 
the  midjt  of  the  fea  upon  the  dry  ground :  and  the  wai- 
ters were  a  wall  unto  them  on  their  right  hand^  and  on 
their  left. 

1 N  the  little  benefits  which  men  confer  upon  each 
other,  it  generally  happens  that  fome  untoward  cir- 
cumftance  infinuates  itfelf,  and  occafions,  to  one  of 
the  parties  at  leaft,  mortification,  difappointment  or 
difguft  ;  for  nothing  human  is  perfeft.  A  gracious 
aftion  is  frequently  refented  as  an  injury,  from  the 
ungracious  manner  in  which  it  is  performed.  I  am 
charmed  with  both  the  matter  of  that  kindncfs  fhewn 
me,  and  the  affedlionate  difpofition  which  prompted 
it;  but  alas,  it  arrived  an ,  hour  too  late !  Another 
prevented  my  wiflies  ;  and  I  prized  not  the  bleffing, 
becaufe  I  was  not  inftruded  in  its  value  by  feeling 
the  want  of  it.  This  favour  done  me  is  very  great  ; 
but  it  is  not  precifely  the  thing  I  looked  for  ;  or,  it 
is  fo  clogged  with  fome  unpleafant  condition,  that  I 
would  rather  be  without  it :  it  affords  me  prefent  re- 
lief,  but  will  it  not  involve  me  in  greater  difficulties 
hereafter  ?  Had  J  failed  in  my  expeftations  from 
this  quarter,  I  fliould  eafily  have  gained  my  end  by 
.  . .;  applying 
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applying  to  another  friend.  In  a  word,  there  is  a  per- 
petual fomething^  in  the  friendly  communications  of 
men,  which  continually  mars  the  worth  of  what  is  giv- 
en and  received.     And  no  wonder,  if  we  confider 

,  that  favours  are  not  always  granted  from  affeftion, 
nor  accepted  with  gratitude.  But  the  bounties  of 
Heaven  poflefs  every  quality  that  can  enhance  their 
value,  and  endear  their  Author  to  a  fenfible  heart. 
Infinitely  valuable  in  themfelves,  they  flow  from  love. 
The  "  good  and  perfeft  gifts,  which  come  down  from 
the  Father  of  lights,'*  are  given  "  liberally,  and  with- 
out upbraiding.**  Exadly  what  we  need,  they  come 
precifely  at  the  moment  when  we  want  them  mod,  or 
when  they  are  moft  beneficial  to  us.  Worthy  of  God 
to  beftow,  they  cannot  be  unworthy  of  us  to  receive. 
Were  he  to  withhold  his  gracious  aid,  in  vain  Ihould 
we  look  for  relief  from  any  other  quarter.  Produftive 
of  prefent  fatisfaftion  and  joy,  his  benefits  involve  us 
in  no  future  diftrefs,  fhame  or  remorfe.  Serviceable 
to  the  body,  they  are  at  the  fame  time  improving  to 
the  mind.  Important  and  interefting  for  time,  they 
have  an  influence  upon  eternity. 

The  gracious  interpofitions  of  Jehovah,  in  behalf 
of  his  chofen  people,  have  this  peculiar  recommen- 
dation to  our  attention,  as  to  that  people's  grateful  ob- 
fervation  and  acknowledgment — ^that  they  were  not 
in  the  ufual  courfe  of  things  ;  they  were  the  fruits  of 
the  conftant  and  unremitting  care  of  a  fpecial  provi- 
dence ;  they  were  the  fufpenfion  or  alteration  of  the 
eftablifhcd  laws  of  nature ;  they  were  the  operation  of 
a  mighty  hand  and  an  out-ftretched  arm,  fenfibly  con- 
trolling the  winds,  the  waves  and  the  clouds ;  and 
fiiibduing  the  moft  ungovernable  elements  to  its  pur- 
pofe.  Other  parents  are  endued  with  tranfitory  af- 
feftions  and  attachments,  fuited  to  the  tranfitory  na- 

■  ture  of  the  truft  committed  to  them.  The  hen  tends 
her  unfledged  brood  with  the  vigilance  of  a  dragon 
and  the  boldnefs  of  a  lion.  But  maternal  tendernefs 
and  anxiety  diminiih  and  expire  with  the  occafion  of 
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them,  namely,  the  weaknefs  and  inexperience  of  her 
yomig  ones.  When  the  fon  is  become  a  man,  pater- 
nal care  relaxes,  and  parental  authority  is  at  an  end* 
But,  as  the  authority  of  oiir  heavenly  Father  never 
ceafes,  fo  his  bowels  of  compaflion  are  never  reftrain- 
ed ;  his  vigilance  is  never  lulled  to  reft,  his  care 
never  fufpended ;  becaufe  his  offspring  is,  to  the  laft, 
impotent,  improvident,  impcrfed. 

In  vain  had  Ifrael,  by  a  feries  of  miracles  unparal- 
leled in  the  annals  of  mankind,  been  refcued  from 
Egyptian  oppreffion,  had  not  the  fame  almighty  arm 
which  delivered  them  at  firft,  continued  to  proteft 
and  fupport  them.  The  ftrength  of  Egypt,  broken 
as  it  was,  had  been  fufEcient  to  force  them  back. 
The  wildernefs  itfelf  had  been  fatal  to  them,  .without 
a  foe.  *  How  eafily  are  the  greateft  deliverances  for- 
gotten ;  how  foon  are  the  moft  awful  appearances 
familiarized  to  the  mind !  The  very  firft  threatening 
of  danger  effaces  from  the  memory  of  thefe  Ifraelites 
all  impreffion  of  the  powerful  wonders  which  had 
juft  pafTed  before  them,  and  eclipfes  the  glory  of  that 
cloud  v/hich,  at  that  very  inftant,  prefented  itfelf  to 
their  eyes,  and  overfhadowed  their  heads.  But,  let 
not  felf-flattery  impofe  upon  us,  as  if  we  were  more 
faithful  and  obedient  than  they  were.  It  is  the  mere 
deception  of  vanity  and  fclf-love  to  fuppofe,  that  "  if 
one  were  to  arife  from  the  dead,  we  would  be  per- 
fuaded  ;'*  that  if  we  faw  a  miracle  v/rought,  we  would 
believe  ;  that  if  we  heard  Chrift  teach  in  our  ftreets, 
we  would  "  forfake  all  and  follow  him.**  The  man, 
whom  the  ufual  appearances  of  nature  do  not  move, 
would  foon  become  infenfible  to  more  uncommon 
phenomena.  For,  extraordinary  things  frequently 
repeated,  are  extraordinary  no  longer,  and  confe- 
quently  foon  lofe  their  force.  If  the  daily  miracles  of 
God's  mercy  and  loving-kindnefs  fail  to  convince 
men,  what  reafon  is  there  to  hope,  that  mere  exer- 
tions of  power  would  produce  a  happier  effeft  ?  If 
Chrifl,  foeaking  by  his  word  and  miniftering  fervantSj^ 
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be  treated  with  negled,  is  it  likely  that  his  per/on 
would  be  held  in  veneration  ?  If  men  "  hear  not  Mo- 
fes  and  the  prophets,  neither  will  they  be  perfuaded 
though  one  rofe  from  the  dead/'*  Is  it  not  notori- 
ous, that  Chrift's  perfonal  miniftrations  were  flight- 
ed, his  miracles  vilified,  his  charafter  traduced  ? 

Whofe  condud  is  the  more  abfurd  and  criminal, 
that  of  Pharaoh,  in  purfuing  after  and  attempting  to 
bring  back  a  people  who  had  been  a  fnare  and  a 
curfe  to  himfelf  and  his  kingdom ;  or  that  of  Ifrael, 
in  trembling  at  the  approach  of  an  enemy,  whom 
God  had  fo  often  fubdued  under  them  ?  Frail  nature 
looks  only  to  the  creature  ;  to  furrounding  mountains, 
oppofing  floods,  perfecuting  foes  :  hence  terror,  con- 
fufion  and  afl:onifliment*  But  faith  eyes  the  pillar, 
the  refidence  of  divine  majefty,  and  then  mountains 
fink,  feas  divide,  the  chariot  and  horfeman  are  over- 
thrown. Every  paflion,  when  it  becomes  predomi- 
nant, renders  us  filly  and  unreafonable ;  and  none 
more  fo  than  fear.  In  danger  and  diftrefs  it  is  natu- 
ral, but  it.  is  foolifli,  to  impute  to  another  the  evils 
which  we  fear  or  feeL  It  feems  to  be  an  alleviation 
of  our  own  mifery,  if  we  can  contrive  to  fliift  the 
blame  of  •it  upon  the  flioulders  of  our  neighbour. 
Hence  Mofes  is  loaded  with  the  imputation  of  a  delib- 
erate defign  of  involving  his  nation  in  this  dire  di- 
lemma, between  Pharaoh  and  the  Red  Sea,  and  of  fell- 
ing them  to  the  foe.  A  high  and  refponfible  fituation 
is  far  from  being  an  enviable  one.  If  things  go  well, 
the  conduftor  of  the  undertaking  receives  but  a  divid- 
ed, a  mutilated  praife.  If  an  enterprife  fail,  the  whole 
blame  of  the  mifcarriage  is  imputed  to  him.  The  af- 
toniflied  multitude  dare  not  direftly  attack  God  him- 
felf. No :  the  cloudy  pillar  hangs  over  their  heads, 
ready  to  burfl:,  in  thunder  and  fire,  on  the  man  who 
prefumed  to  aim  his  fliafts  fo  high.  But  tjieir  impiety 
feeks  the  pitiful  flicker  of  a  fubterfuge  ;  they  murmur 
againfl:  Mofes,  becaufe  they  imagine  they  can  da  it 

with 
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with  impunity :  and  thmk  to  efcape  the  refentment  of 
the  mailer,  though  they  are  wounding  him  through 
the  fides  of  his  fervant.  Mark  yet  again  the  folly  and 
unreafonablenefs  of  fear.  "  Becaufe  there  were  no 
graves  in  Egypt,  haft  thou  taken  us  away  to  die  in 
the  wildernefs  ?  Wherefore  haft  thou  dealt  thus 
with  us,  to  carry  us  forth  out  of  Egypt  ?  Is  not 
this  the  word  that  we  did  tell  thee  in  Egypt,  faying^ 
Let  us  alone,  that  we  may  ferve  the  Egyptians  ? 
For  it  had  been 'better  for  us  to  ferve  the  Egyptians  j 
than  that  we  fliould  die  in  the  wildernefs.  What 
were  thej  afraid  of  now  ?  A  grave  in  the  wildernefs. 
What  do  they  put  in  comparifon  with,  and  prefer  to 
it  ?  A  grave  in  Egypt.  It  was  a  grave  at  the  worfti 
Their  wretched  lives  had  got  at  leaft  a  flfort  reprieve* 
If  they  died  now,  they  died  at  once;  and  died  like  men, 
defending  their  lives,  liberty,  and  families :  not  pour- 
ing out  life,  drop  by  drop,  under  the  whip  of  a  talk- 
mafter.  Butflavcry  has  broken  their  fpirit.  They 
are  reduced  to  the  loweft  pitch  of  human  wretched- 
nefs  ;  for  this,  furely,  is  the  laft  ftage  of  it.  "  It  had 
been  better  for  us  to  ferve  the  Egyptians,  than  that 
we  fhould  die  in  the  wildernefs." 

To  this  abjeft  view  of  degeneracy  and»  dejeftion, 
two  objefts  are  placed  in  contraft — the  calmnefs  and 
intrepidity  of  Mofes,  atid  the  majefty  and  power  of 
God.  In  contemplating  the  former  of  thefe,  as  one 
great  objefl:  of  thefe  Leftures  is  to  unfold  human  char* 
after,  and  to  hold  up  to  imitation  and  applaufe  praife- 
worthy  condud,  let  me  endeavour  to  fix  your  attention 
upon  the  more  obvious  features  of  the  great  man,  who 
is  here  drawing  his  own  portrait. 

All  the  great  interefts  of  Mofes  were  embarked,  with 
thofe  of  the  commonwealth  of  Ifrael.  His  lot  was 
caft  into  the  common  lap.  He  had  made  a  facrifice 
unfpeakably  greater  than  any  individual  of  the  con- 
gregation had  done.  His  profpefts,  for  either  him- 
felf  or  his  family,  were  neither  brighter  nor  more  flat- 
tering ^an   thofe  of  the  obfcureft  Hebrew  among 

them. 
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them.  If  there  were  dauger  froth  the  purfiiing  hoft  of 
Pharaoh,  his  ihare,  moft  affuredly,  was  not  lefs  than 
that  of  any  other  man.  He  had  rendered  himfelf  pe- 
culiarly obnoxious  to  that  ftern,  unrelenting  tyrant-, 
and  muft  have  been  among  the  firft  viftims  of  his  re- 
fentment.  But  the  prefling  danger  of  Mofes  did  not 
arife  from  Pharaoh,  and  the  Egyptians,  but  from  an 
•  intimidated,  diftrafted  multitude,  who  were  ready  to 
wreak  their  vengeance  on  whoever  might  firft  meet 
their  refentment,  or  could  be  moft  plaufibly  charged 
as  the  author  of  their  misfortunes.  The  compofure 
of  Mofes,  in  fuch  circumftances,  is  therefore  juftly  to 
be  confidered  as  an  inftance  of  uncommon  heroifm  and 
magnanimity.  But  why  do  we  talk  of  heroifm  ?  the 
man  who  fears  God  knows  no  other  fear.  In  the 
confidence  of  faith,  though  he  knew  not  yet  which 
way  God  was  to  work  deliverance  for  Ifrael,  he  thus 
attempts  to  diffufe  the  hope,  virhich  he  felt  irradiating 
his  own  foul : ' "  Fear  ye  not ;  ftand  ftill,  and  fee  the 
falvation  of  the  Lord,  which  he  will  fhew  to  yon  to- 
day :  for  the  Egyptians  which  ye  have  feeii  to-day, 
ye  fhall  fee  them  again  no  more  forever.  The  Lord 
ihall  fight  for  you,  and  ye  fhall  hold  your  peace.'* 

Let  me*  entreat  you  to  obferve,  that  the  agent  in 
this  great  tranfadion  is  alfo  the  hiftorian  of  it ;  and 
that  the  refolution  and  fpirit  of  the  one  is  to  be  equal- 
led only  by  the  modefty  and  fimplicity  of  the  other; 
In  the  hands  of  one  of  the  eloquent  orators  of  Greece 
or  Rome,  what  a  figure  would  this  paiTage  of  the 
life  of  the  Jewifli  legiflator  have  made,  could  we  fup- 
pofe  them  entering  into  the  fituation  of  a  ftranger, 
with  the  warmth  which  they  feel  in  delineating  the 
charafters  and  conduft  of  their  own  heroes,  and  em- 
belliihing  the  dignity  of  modeft  merit  with  the  glow- 
ing ornaments  of  rhetoric  ?  But  fcripture  fays  much, 
by  faying  little.  And  the  meek  referve,  the  unafFeft- 
ed  concifenefs  of  the  facred  hiftorian,  infinitely  exceed 
the  difiufive  and  laboured  panegyrics  of  profane  poet- 
ry or  hiftory.     We  have  already,  perhaps,  deviated 
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too  hx  from  that  beautiful  fimplicUy ;  and  diminifhed, 
inftead  of  magnifying  our  objeQ:,  by  multiplying 
words.  We  haften  therefore,  with  our  author,  to 
contemplate  an  objed  of  infinitely  higher  confidera- 
tion  than  himfelf ;  to  which  he  conftantly  brings  his 
own,  and  inftruds  us  to  bring  our  tribute  of  praife. 

Behold  the  obftrudions,  which  nature  and  art  and 
accident  have  affembled  to  diftrefs,  to  difcourage^  and 
to  deftroy  the  church  of  God  !  An  impaflable  ridge  of 
mountains  upon  the  right  hand  and  upon  the  left ;  the 
roaring  fea  in  front;  a  powerful,  exafperated,  re- 
vengeful enemy  following  clofe  behind ;  internal 
weaknefs,  irrefolution  and  diffenfion  :  the  voice  of 
fedition  loudj  Mofes  on  his  face  before  God.  In 
fuch  a  fituation  as  this,  Omnipotence  alone  can  fave. 
No  voice  but  that  of  a  God  is  worthy  of  being 
heard.  Be  filent  then,  0  heavens,  and  liilen  O  earth, 
it  is  God,  who  fpeaks.  "  And  the  Lord  faid  unto 
Mofes,  Wherefore  crieft  thou  unto  me  ?  Speak  unto 
the  children  of  Ifrael,  that  they  go  forward  !"  What 
iublimity,  fimplicity,  and  force  was  here  !  ''  Go  for- 
ward !r"  What,  into  the  raging  billows  ?  Great  God, 
thy  commands  declare  thy  name  and  thy  nature! 
What  power  except  thine  own,  but  mufl: .  have  been 
cxpofed  and  difgraced,  by  aflfuming  fuch  a  high  tone 
of  authority  !  But  what  obftacle  can  oppofe  Him,  who 
faid,  "  Let  there  be  light,  and  there  was  light  ?** 
who  fpake,  and  it  was  done ;  who  gave  command- 
ment, and  it  ftood  faft  ?** 

My  heart  is  agitated  with  a  mixture  of  fear  and  joy 
as  I  proceed.  *'  The  Lord  God  has  given  the  word, — 
Let  the  people  go  forward..*'  When  lo,  the  conduc- 
ing pillar  inftantly  changes  its  pofition,  and  folemnly 
retreats  to  the  rear  of  the  Ifraelitifli  hoft.  The  word 
given  clears  all  the  way  before  them,  and  "  the  glory 
of  the  Lord  becomes  their  rereward."  Now,  behold 
the  double  effeft  of  this  fymbol  of  the  divine  prefence  I 
To  Ifrael,  the  cloud  is  all  light  and  favour ;  to  the 
Egyptians,    all    darknefs    and   difmay.      To   thofe, 
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night  fhiueth  as  the  day — to  thcfe,  there  is  obfcuri- 
ty  at  noon-day !  "  And  the  angel  of  God,  which  went 
before  the  camp  of  Ifrael,  removed,  and  went  behind 
them ;  and  the  pillar  of  the  cloud  went  from  before 
their  face,  and  ftood  behind  them.  And  it  came  be- 
tween the  camp  of  the  Egyptians,  and  the  camp  of 
Ifrael ;  and  it  was  a  cloud  and  darknefs  to  them^  but 
it  gave  light  by  night  to  tbefs :  fo  that  the  one  came 
not  near  the  other  all  the  night.**  Awful  diftinftion  ! 
Where  (hall  we  find  the  folution  of  the  difficulty  ? 
where,  but  in  this,  "  He  will  have  mercy  on  whom  he 
will  have  mercy ;  and  whom  he  will  he  harden- 
eth.*'* 

To  prepare  us  for  the  hiftory  of  the  miracle  which 
follows,  give  your  attention,  for  a  few  moments,  to 
what  every  man  and  woman  among  you  may  have  ob- ' 
ferved  a  thoufand  and  a  thoufand  times.  Go  to  the 
bank  of  the  river,  go  to  the  fhore  of  the  fea,  and  twice 
in  every  twenty -four  hours,  as  certainly  as  light  pro- 
ceeds from  the  fun,  what  is  now  dry  land  will  be  cov- 
ered with  water,  and  what  is  now  overflowed  fliall  in- 
fallibly become  dry  ground.  Farther,  when  a  little 
Vandering  flar,  called  the  moon,  is  in  this  diredion, 
or  in  this,  the  whole  waters  of  the  globe,  in  the  ocean, 
in  the  feas,  in  the  rivers,  are  elevated  or  deprefled  to 
fuch  a  certain  degree.  Let  that  planet  be  in  an  eaft- 
ern  or  a  weftern  dircftion,  the  tide  is  precifely  at  the 
fame  pitch  of  height  or  depth.  After  we  have  made 
this  remark,  which  is  obvious  to  the  notice  and  level 
to  the  underftanding  of  a  child ;  the  queftion  will  nat- 
urally occur.  What,  does  this  never  fail  ?  May  we  de- 
pend and  ad  upon  the  certainty  of  fuch  a  regular 
fucceffion  and  change  taking  place  ?  Do  the  waters 
of  the  earth  thus  certainly  feel,  or  feem  to  feel  the  va- 
rious appearances  of  the  moon  ?  Then  it  cannot  be 
without  the  defign  and  interpofition  of  an  intelligent 
and  powerful  caufe,  which  never  mifles  its  aimj  is  nev- 
^r  off  its  guard,  is  never  thwarted  or  defeated  by  un- 
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forefecft  obftacles.  Then,  that  invifible,  unknown^ 
incomprehenfible  power,  may  exercife  a  difcretiona- 
ry  influence  over  the  ftream  of  a  particular  river,  over 
the  billows  of  a  particular  fea*  He  may,  with  or 
without  apparent  fecond  caufes,  make  the  current 
overflow  its  banks,  or  the  channel  to  become  dry. 

Or,  to  make  another  appeal  to  common  obfervation 
and  experience,  when  the  fun  is  in  fuch  a  certain  po- 
sition with  refpeft  to  our  earth,  and  the  wind  blows 
in  fuch  a  diredion,  the  water  in  that  lake  will  be  li- 
quid and  tranfparent,  and  the  fmalleft,  lightefl:  pebble 
will  fink  to  the  bottom.  But  let  the  elevation  of  the 
fun  be  changed  to  an  angle  fomewhat  more  acute, 
and  let  the  wind  fliift  into  the  oppofite  quarter,  then, 
beyond  all  doiibt,  the  felf-fame  water  fliall  become  fol- 
id  as  the  rock,  lofe  its  tranfparency,  and  become  ca- 
pable of  fuflaining  any  weight  that  can  be  put  upon 
it.  How  eafy  had  it  been  for  Him,  who  produces 
regularly  thefe  changes  in  the  courfe  of  every  chang- 
ing year,  to  have  given  the  globe  fuch  a  pofition,  as 
tfould  have  rendered  the  hoary  deep  one  vaft  moun- 
tain of  ice,  all  the  year  round,  or  have  prevented  a 
fingle  drop  of  water  from  ever  being  congealed.  And 
*'  wherefore  fhould  it  be  thought  a  thing  incredible,'* 
that  fuch  an  one,  willing  to  make  his  power  known, 
and  his  grace  felt,  fhould  at  his  own  time,  and  in  his  own 
way,  do  that  in  a  particular  inftance,  which  he  could 
have  done  perpetually  and  univerfally.  Grant  me 
the  ufual  appearances  and  operations  of  nature,  and 
I  am  prepared  for  all  the  uncommon,  miraculous  phe- 
nomena, with  which  the  God  of  nature  may  fee  meet 
to  prefent  me.  We  come,  accordingly,  to  the  hiflory 
of  dividing  the  Red  Sea,  perfeftly  convinced  that  he 
who  made  it  at  firft,  can  make  of  it  whatever  he 
pleafes  ;  and  thoroughly  fatisfied  that  the  occafion  of 
fuch  a  notable  miracle,  as  it  is  related  by  Mofes,  was 
entirely  worthy  of  it. 

If  it  be  a  juft  rule  in  criticifm,  that  a  Deity  is  never 
to  be  introduced  but  when  his  interpofition  is  nec- 
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elTary,  and  on  occafions  becoming  his  dignity,  the 
Mofaic  account  of  this  wonderful  event,  flands  fully 
juftified  in  point  of  tafte  as  well  as  authenticity.  The 
powerful  rod  is  once  more  ftretched  out.  The  eaft 
/wind  blows :  the  fea  retires ;  and  a  fafe  and  eafy  paf- 
ffage  is  opened  for  Ifrael  through  the  channel  of  the 
deep.  "  This  alfo  cometh  forth  from  the  Lofd  of 
toils,  which  is  wonderful  in  counfel,  and  excellent  in 
jng. 

Speak  unto  the  children  of  Ifrael  that*  they  go 
forward."  The  word  which  commands  the  progrefs 
alfo  prepares  the  way.  As  in  latter  times,,  by  the 
effeftual  working  of  the  fame  almighty  power,  the 
grace  which  cured  the  father's  unbelief,  at  the  felf- 
fame  inftant  likewife  caft  the  devil  out  of  the  fon.  It 
is  the  fenfihle  language  of  the  common  proverb,  "  The 
king  faid.  Sail ;  but  the  wind  faid.  No.'*  The  com-* 
mand  of  the  King  of  kings  alone  procures  prompt 
obedience  from  every  creature  ;  for  all  are  his  fubjeSs 
in  fa^,  as  well  as  of  right.  Thrones,  principalities 
and  powers  are  fubje£k  unto  him;  and"afparrow 
falleth  not  to  the  ground  without  our  heavenly  Fa- 
ther.'* When  we  behold  our  bleffed  Saviour,  in  the 
New  Teftament,  faying  to  the  ftormy  wind  and  the 
foaming  billows,  ^*  reace,  be  ftill,"  and  a  great  calm 
inftantly  enfuing ;  and  compare  it  with  the  work  of 
the  great  Jehovah  under  review,  we  are  led  diredly  to 
the  conclulion  of  the  Roman  centurion  who  obferved 
the  wonders  attending  the  crucifixion,  *'  Truly  this 
was  the  Son  of  God." 

In  the  hiftory  of  our  own  country  there  is  a  paffage, 
which  the  event  we  are  confidering  fuggefts  to  our 
thoughts,  and  which  does  honour  to  the  piety,  mod- 
efty  and  good  fenfe  of  the  prince  whom  it  concerns. 
Canute,  one  of  the  early  kings  of  the  fouthern  divif* 
ion  of  England,  juftly  difgutted  at  the  grofs  and  im- 
pious adulation  of  fome  of  his  courtiers,  who  afcribed 
to  him  the  attributes  which  belong. only  to  God,  and 
called  him  "  lord  of  the  earth  and  of  the  fea,"  that 
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he  might  check  their  folly  by  fomething  more  than  a 
fimple  reproof,  commanded  his  chair  of  ftate  to  be 
placed  on  the  beach  near  Southampton,  during  the 
flowing  of  the  tide.  Arrayed  in  his  royal  robes,  and 
attended  by  all  the  nobility  and  great  men  of  his 
court,  he  fat  down  with  his  face  towards  the  fea,  and 
thus  addrefled  it ;  **  I  charge  thee  upon  thy  allegiance, 
O  fea,  to  advance  no  farther.  Here  I,  thy  lord,  have 
thought  proper  to  fix  my  ftation.  Know  thy  dif- 
tance ;  refpefl:  my  authority,  nor  dare  to  touch  the 
feet  of  thy  fpvereign,  under  pain  of  his  higheft  dif- 
pleafure."  The  fwelling  billows,  regardlefs  of  his 
command  and  threatenings,  continued  to  rufh  in,  ad- 
vanced impetuoufly  to  the  fleps  of  his  throne,  and 
fpeedily  conflrained  the  monarch  and  his  train  to  re- 
tire. Upon  which,  turning  round  to  his  flatterers,  he 
obferved,  "  that  he  only  deferved  to  be  acknowledged 
as  Lord  of  the  land  and  the  fea,  whofe  will  the  winds 
and  the  waves  obeyed.** 

The  breadth  of  the  paflage  opened  through  the 
Red  Sea  muft  have  been  very  confiderable  indeed,  to 
have  afforded  to  fuch  a  multitude  as  four  millions  of 
people,  for  lefs  there  could  not  be,  fpace  to  get  over 
in  a  fingle  night's  time.  To  determine  this  we  muft 
have  recourfe  to  calculation.  But  your  time  being 
far  fpent,  this,  together  with  an  attempt  to  folve  fome 
of  the  difficulties  of  the  difpenfation,  and  to  remove 
fome  of  the  objeftions  which  infidelity  has  raifed  to 
the  credibility  or  miraculoufnefs  of  the  hiftory,  muft 
make  a  conftituent  part  of  another  Lefture. 

In  praftically  applying  this  fubjeft,  we  may  con- 
fider  the  Red  Sea,  by  which  the  armies  of  Ifrael  were 
ftopt  ihort,  as  an  emblematical  reprefentation  of  that 
great  fight  of  affliclion,  that  fea  of  trouble,  through 
which  every  believer  muft  pafs  in  his  way  to  the 
heavenly  Canaan*  Through  the  furnaces  of  Egypt, 
through  the  paths  of  the  Red  Sea,  through  the  fwell- 
ings  of  Jordan,  God's  ancient  people  at  length  got 
poflfcfSon  of  the  promifed  land.     And  it  is  "  through 
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manifold  tribulations  that  we  muft  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  God/*  It  is  of  importance  not  only  that 
we  be  going  forwards,  but  that  we  be  making  progrefs ; 
that  growth  in  grace  fliould  keep  pace  with  the  unin- 
terrupted flux  of  human  life.  The  courfe  which 
Providence  leads  us,  though  neither  the  fhorteft  nor 
the  moft  defirable,  will  be  found  upon  the  whole  the 
fafeft,  the  fureft  and  the  beft.  The  poffeflSion  of  Ca- 
naan is  not  al\</^ys  the  next  ftep  to  our  efcape  from 
Egypt,  juftification  by  the  grace  of  God  puts  us 
beyond  the  reach  of  our  enemies,  and  adoption  makes 
good  our  title  to  "  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in 
light ;"  but  it  is  fandification  that  makes  us  meet 
for  the  enjoyment  of  the  purchafed  pofleffion.  The 
Red  Sea  feemed  to  put  an  end  to  Ifrael's  progrefs, 
but  aftually  fhorteiled  the  diftance.  So  affliftion, 
while  it  appears  intended  to  overwhelm,  is  accelerating 
the  believer's  fpeed  to  his  Father's  houfe  above.  *'  All 
thefe  things  are  againft  me,-  faith  frail,  faltering,  err- 
ing man,  in  his  hafte.  "  We  know  that  all  things 
work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love  God,**  faith 
the  better  informed,  the  experience-taught  chriftian, 
on  reviewing  the  myflerious  ways  of  Providence ;  and 
on  having  attained  "  the  end  of  his  faith,  even  the 
falvation  of  his  foul.**  If  we  look  to  the  creature  only, 
all  is  dark  and  comfortlefs  ;  nothing  but  cloud. 
When  through  the  creature  we  look  to  an  invifible 
God,  all  is  peace  and  joy.  We  cannot  remove  moun-- 
tains,  nor  turn  floods  into  dry  ground.  It  is  not  meet 
we  fliould  be  trufl:ed  with  fuch  power.  Obedience  is 
our  proper  province ;  fubmifllon  to  the  will  of  God 
our  truefl:  wifdom ;  and  when  we  follow  the  direftioa 
of  Providence,  our  way  cannot  but  be  profperous. 
"  Lord,  we  will  follow  thee  whitherfoever  thou  goefl:.** 
Human  conduft  is  a  woeful  inverfion  of  this  rule. 
We  torment  ourfelves  about  the  event  over  which  we 
g^  tiave  no  power,  and  trifle  with  the  commandment  with 
which  alone  we  have  to  do.  We  negleft  our  duty, 
and  then  fooliflily  and  impioufly  complain  that  we 
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arc  unkindly  ilealt  by,  when  Providence  promotes 
not,  or  crofles  our  inclinations*  Let  us  fliew  cheerful 
a^d  unreferved  compliance  ;  and  be  the  iffue  what  it 
may,  whether  our  wifhes  be  oppoled  or  fucceed,  we 
ihall  at  leaft  have  the  confolation  of  refleding,  that 
the  mifcarriage  is  not  chargeable  to  our  own  perverfe- 
nefs  or  foiiy*  It  is  a  dreadful,  it  is  a  two-edged  evil^ 
at  once  to  lo£e  our  aim,  and  incur  the  juft  difpleafure 
of  God  by  difobedience.  "  Thy  wiM,'*  O  Father^ 
^  be  done  on  earth,  as  it  is  in  beaTen/^    Amen. 


* 


»•■  • 


Hiftory 


H 


■ 


^^^7^i^W^^^T^ff3aC333BSS3BS3d8?BBpSBSCBSSS55fS5» 


HifU>ry  of  Mofes. 


LECTURE      XL 

* 

EXODUS  XV.  1,2. 

Then  fang  Mofes  and  the  children  of  Ifrael  this  fong  tm* 
to  the  Lord^  and  fpake^  fayi^S^  I  ^iU  fing  unto  the 
Lor dy  for  he  bath  triumphed  gkriotifiy  ;  the  hmrfe  and 
his  rider  hath  ht  thrown  into  thefea.  The  Lord  is 
my  firenph  and  fong^  ^nd  he  is  become  myfalvation  : 
he  is  my  Godj  and  I  will  prepare  him  an  habitation  ;  my 
Father* s  Cody  and  I  will  exalt  him* 

X  O  no  one  man  hag  the  world  been  fo  much  indebt- 
ed for  rational  pleafure  and  ufeful  knowledge,  as  to 
the  infpired  author  of  thefe  facred  books.  Mofes,  as 
he  is  the  moft  ancient,  fo  he  is  by  far  the  beft  writer 
that  ever  exifted.  Never  in  one  and  the  feme  char* 
ad:er  were  united  talents  fo  various,  fo  rare,  and  fo 
valuable.  He  may  without  hefitation  be  pronounced, 
the  moft  eloquent  of  hiftorians,  the  fublimeft  of  poets, 
the  profoundeft  of  fages,  the  moft  fagacious  of  poli- 
ticians, the  moft  acute  of  legiflators,  the  moft  intrepid 
of  heroes,  the  cleareft  lighted  of  prophets,  the  moft 
amiable  of  men.  The  qualities  of  his  heart  feem  to 
ftrive  for  the  maftery  with  thofe  of  the  underftand- 
ing :  fo  that  it  is  difficult  to  determine  whether,  as 
the  reputed  fon  of  Pharaoh's  daughter,  as  a  voluntary 
exile  from  the  fplendour  of  a  court,  as  the  fympa- 
thizing  friend  of  his  afflifted  brethren,  as  the  bold 
protefl[or  of  virgin  innocence,  as  the  contented  ihep- 
herd  of  Jethro's  flock,  as  the  magnanimous  aflertor  of 

Ifraelitifh 
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Ifraelitifh  liberty,  or  finally,  as  king  in  Jelhurun,  rul- 
ing the  thoufands  of  Ifraei  with  meeknefs  and  wifdom— * 
he  mod  challenges  our  admiration  and  praife.  Had 
the  world  never  been  favoured  with  liis  works,  or 
were  it  now  to  be  deprived  of  that  precious  treafure, 
the  lofs  were  inconceivably  great.  Who  does  not 
ihudder  at  the  thought  ?  What  a  fearful  gap  in  the 
hiftory  of  mankind !  What  a  blow  to  take,  what  a  ^ 
blank  in  fcience,  what  an  impoverifliing  of  the  public 
ftock  of  harmlefs  pleafure,  what  an  injury  to  the  dear- 
ibII,  the  beft,  the  everlafting  interefts  of  mankind ! 

The  venerable  man,  who  has  for  fo  many  evenings 
paft  condefcended  to  delight  and  inftrud  us  by  the 
relation  of  events  the  mod  fingular,  interefting  and 
important,  aiTumes  this  night  a  new  character ;  and 
in  ftrains  the  fweeteit  and  boldeit  that  bard  ever 
fung;  in  verfes  the  loftieft  that  the  imagination  of 
poet  ever  diftated,   roufes,  warms,    tranfports   the 
mind.     We  forget  the  diftance  of  three  thoufand 
years.     We  feel  ourfelves  magically  conveyed  to  the 
banks  of  the  Red  Sea.     We  join  in  the  acclamations 
of  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord,  as  this  fong  of  Mofes 
fwells  upon  our  ear.     "  Then  fang  Mofes  and  the 
children  of  Ifraei  this  fong  unto  the  Lord,  and  fpake, 
faying,  I  will  iing  unto  the  Lord,  for  he  hath  triumph- 
ed glorioufly  ;  the  horfe  and  his  rider  hath  he  thrown 
into  the  fea.     For  the  horfe  of  Pharaoh  went  in  with 
his  chariots,  and  with  his  horfemen  into  the  fea,  and 
the  Lord  brought  again  the  waters  of  the  fea  upon 
them  ;    but    the    children   of   Ifraei  went   on   dry 
land  in  the  midft  of  the  fea.     The  depths  have  cov-i 
cred  them :  they  fank  into  the  bottom  as  a  ftone.*** 
How  wonderfully  fuited  to  each  other,  the  event  and 
the  celqJ)ration  of  it ! 

In  fulfilling  the  promife  made  in  the  conclufion  of 
the  lafl  Ledure,  and  executing  the  bufinefs  of  the 
prefent,  three  objefts  are  propofed.     Firft,  to  attempt 
a  vindication  of  the  hiftory  of  the  paffage  of  the  Red     * 

Sea,   I 

*  Verfes  i,  19,  5.  C 
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Sea,  from  forhd  bbjeftioiis  whidh  have  been  made  to 
the  credibility  or  miraculoufnefs  of  it.     Secondly,  to 
make  a  few  criticifms  on  the  facred  hymn  which  was 
compofed  on  the  occafion,  and  now,  in  part,  read  in 
your  hearing ;  in  the  view  of  pointing  out  a  few  of 
its  more  ftriking  beauties^     And,  thirdly,  to  make  a 
few  remarks  on  facred  poefy  in  general,  tending  to 
evince  its  fuperior  excellency ;  and  to  point  out  the 
delicacy  and  diiEculty  of  attempting  to  amplify  or 
imitate  what  the  infpired  poets  have  written,  as  h^lps 
to  devotion-     In  the  firft  I  fliall,  without  ceremony  of 
apology,  borrow  the  ailiilatice  of  the  pious  and  learn- 
ed author  of  Differtations^  hijiorical^  critical^  theological 
and  moral ^  on  the  moft  memorable  events  of  the  Old  and 
^EW  Testament  hiftory^ — James  Saurin,  late  minijt 
ter  of  the  French  church  at  the  Hague.*     In  the  fee* 
ond,  I  fliall  fubmit  to  be  inn:ru£ted  by  an  ingenious^ 
pious  and  eloquent  profeffor  of  rhetoric  in  the  univerfit 
ty  of  Paris,  who  has  made  choice  of  this  paiOfage^  ex* 
prcfsly  for  |^e  purpofe  of  exempliiying  the  majefty, 
oeauty  and  fimplicity  of  the  fcripture  ftyle.f    And  in 
the  third,  I  ihall  do  little  more  than  tranfcribe  from 
an  elegant,  penetrating  and  inftrudive  moralift  of  our 
own  age  and  country.  J     To  return  : 

If  we  colled  the  feveral  circumftances  of  this  won- 
derful piece  of  hiftory,  it  will  readily  be  acknowledged, 
that  there  is  here  prefented  to  the  mind  one  of  the 
greateft,  or  rather  a  feries  of  the  greateft  miracles, 
which  the  hand  of  Omnipotence  ever  wrought  in  be- 
half of  any  nation^  It  is  not  therefore  to  be  wonder- 
ed at  if  the  enemies  of  revelation  have  endeavoured 
to  fully  their  luftre,  and  impeach  their  credibility. 

Three  methods  have  been  employed  for  this  pur- 
pofe— ^To  afcribe  thefe  events  to  natural  caufes — To 
put  them  on  a  footing  with  others  related  in  profane 
hiftory,  and  to  reprefent  them  as  contradidory  and 
Vol.  III.  K  inconfiftent. 

*  Tom.  i.  *Difc.  xlix. 
f  Rollin  Bel.  Let4  Tom.  ii.  Eloq.de  Liv.  Sacn 
X  Johnfon's  Life  of  the  poet  Waller. 
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inconfiftent.    Three  bulwarks  of  infidelity  j  as  many 
grounds  of  triumph  for  truth. 

Firft,  thefe  events,  which  we  afcribe  entirely  to  the 
almighty  power  of  God,  have  been  accounted  for  from 
the  common  and  natural  operation  of  caufe  and  ef- 
fed.  Eufebius  has  preferved  and  tranfmitted  to  us 
a  fragment  from  an  ancient  author,  Artapanes,*  to 
this  purpofe:  "Thofe  of  Memphis,  one  of  the  chief  cit- 
ies of  ancient  Egypt,  allege,  that  Mofes  perfeftly  un- 
derftood  the  country  ^  that  he  had  accurately  obferved 
the  ebbing  and  flowing  of  the  fea,  and  took  advan- 
tage^of  the  retreat  of  the  tide  to  lead  the  people  over.. 
But  they  of  Heliopolis  relate  the  matter  differently, 
faying,  that  while  the  king  was  purfuing  the  Ifraelites, 
Mofes,  by  the  command  of  Heaven,  ftruck  the  waters 
with  a  rod,  upon  which  they  immediately  feparated, 
and  left  a  fpacious  and  fafe  paflage  for  that  great  mul- 
titude ;  and,  that  the  Egyptians  attempting  to  follow 
them  the  fame  way,  were  dazzled  and  confounded  by 
preternatural  fires,  loft  their  way,  and  hy  the  reflux 
of  the  fea,  were  overtaken  in  the  midft  of  the  chan- 
nel, and  thus  all  periflied  either  by  water  or  by 
fire.*' 

Now,  granting  to  this  quotation  all  the  force  that 
tmbdlief'can  give  it,  this  evidently  appears  upon  the 
face  of  it,  that  Mofes  has  vouchers  of  his  divine  lega- 
tion, e^en  in  Egypt,  even  among  the  idolaters  them- 
felves.  If  the  Memphites  actufe  our  hiftorian  of  en- 
deavouring to  make  a  natural  pafs  for  a  miraculous^ 
event,  the  Heliopolitans  acknowledge  that  it  was  pre- 
ternatural, and  afcribe  it  to  an  immediate  interpofition 
of  Heaven.  And  this  conceflion  is  important,  when 
we  confidir  that  it  comes  from  the  mouth  of  an  en- 
emy. 

Agaiii,  the  fuppofition  of  the  Memphites  muft  be, 
rejefted  by  all  thofe  who  pay  any  regard  to  the  author-" 
ity  of  Mofes,  and  of  the-  other  facred  writers.  He 
himfelf  indeed  admits,  that  the  effefl:  was  forwarded  by 

the 
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the  ailiftance  of  a  ftrong  eaft  wiiui.  And  whatever  he 
afcribes  to  that,  may  fetm  fo  far  to  derogate  from  the 
greatnefs  of  the  miracle*  But  it  is  no  lefs  true,  that 
he  throws  out  nothing  like  an  infmuation  that  the  paf- 
fage  of  thfe  vaft  hoft  of  Ifrael  was  pi^pduced  by  the  in- 
tervention of  fecond  caufes.  *And  all  the  infpired 
authors,  who,  after  him,  have  mentioned  it  or  alluded 
to  it,  acknowledge  only  a  fupernatural  agency.  Thus 
Jofliua,  who  was  an  eye-witnefs  and  a  party  deeply 
concerned  in  the  event,  "  For  the  Lord  your  God 
dried  up  the  waters  of  Jordan  from  before  you,  until 
ye  were  paffed  over,  as  the  Lord  your  God  did  to  the 
Red  Sea,  which  he  dried  up  from  before  us,  until  we 
were  gone  over  :  that  all  the  people  of  the  earth 
might  know  the  hand  of  thft  Lord,  that  it  is  mighty  : 
that  ye  might  fear  the  LSrd  your  God  forever/** 
Thus,  Pfalm  Ixvi.  6.  "  He  turned  the  fea  into  dry 
land :  they  went  through  the  flood  on  foot ;  there 
did  we  rejoice  in  him.**  And  Ixxviii. .  13.  "  He  di- 
vided the  fM,  and  caufed  them  to  pafs  through,  and 
he  made  the  waters  to  fland  as  an  heap.**  And  cvi. 
9.  ''  He  rebuked  the  Red  Sea  alfo,  and  at  was  dried 
up  :  fo  he  led  them  through  the  depths  as  through  the 
wildernefs.**  And  Heb.  xi.  29.  "  By  faith  they  paff- 
ed  through  the  Red  Sea  as  by  dry  land :  which  the 
Egyptians  affaying  to  do  were  drowned.**  So  that 
Mofes,  Jofhua,  David,  and  Paul,  have  but  one  and  the 
fame  opinion  on  this  fubjeft. 

But  farther,  the  eflence  of  a  miracle  does  not  always 
confift  in  counterafting  or  fufpending  the  laws  of  na- 
ture. .  One  of  the  moft  contemptible  of  the  adverfaries 
of  religion  has  weakly  imagined,t  that'  by  a  fmgle  ob- 
jedion  he  was  able  to  invalidate  one  of  the  bulwarks, 
and  fliake  one  of  the  pillars  of  revelation.  "  Thefe 
miraculous  efFefts,**  fays  he,  "  are  referred,  by  the 
confeffion  of  fcripture  hiftorians  themfelves,  to  the 
operation  of  fecond  caufes.     It  was  by  warming  the 

K  2  body 
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body  of  a  child,  that  Elijah  brought  him  to  life  again. 
It  was  by  applying  clay,  or  du^  mingled  with  fpittle, 
to  the  eyes  of  a  blind*man,  that  Jefus  Chrift  reftored 
him  to  fight.     It  was  by  a  wind,  that  Mofes  brought- 
lecufts  upon  Egyitj  and  obtained  a  paffage  through 
the  Red  Sea/'     To  this  it  is  replied — That  the  moft 
common  and  natural  things  become  miracles,  when 
they  prefent  themfelves  precifely  at  the  time  and*  in 
the  manner  prefcribed  by  Him  who  commands  their 
appearance,  for  the  confirmation  and  eftablifliment  of 
ascertain  doSrine.     What  fo  natural  and  common, 
for  examp^le,'  as  to  fee  the  fun  (hining  one  moment  in 
full  and  imobftrufted  glory,  and  the  next  darkened- 
and  concealed  by  clouds  ?  But,  if  a  perfon  publifliing 
a  new  doftrine  as  divine,  fhould  undertake  to  prove 
his  miflion  by  changing  the  appearance  of  the  bright 
orb  of  day,  at  his  plealure,  and  by  fhewing  him*  eithei** 
in  unclouded  majefty,  or  eclipfed  and  fhorn  of  his 
beams,  according  as  he  gave  the  word  ;  and  fliould 
we  behold  this  very  ordinary,  natural  phenomenon 
actually  and  uniformly  obeying  the  mandate,  would 
not  fuch  an  event,  however  natura,!  in  itfelf,  become 
preternatural  ami  miraculous  from  its  circutnftances  ? 
TV  IS,  there  might  be  occafion  for  the  influence  of 
the  wind,  ta  favour  and  facilitate  the  paffage  of  IfraeL. 
But,  how  was  it  poffible  for  their  leader,  by  mere  hu- 
man fagacity, -to  difcover  that  a  wind,  from  fuch  a. 
quarter,  fpringing  up  exactly  at  fuch  an  hour,  fliould 
harden  the  bottom  of  the  deep  ? 

But,  fuppofmg  the-  philofaphy  of  Mofes  fufiJdently 
accurate  to  affure  him,  that  at  fuch  a  time  he  might 
in  fafety  march  ovef  his  cumberfome  retinue  ;  could 
it  inform  him  alfo.  that  Pharaoh  and  his  captains 
would  certainly  be  mad  enough  to  follow  them  through 
that  dangerous  route  ?  Could  it  aflure  him  that  the 
raflmefs  of  the  tyrant,  and  the  law  which  regulated 
the  flowing  of  the  fea,  would  exactly  keep  time,  fo  a§^ 
efledually  to  produce  the  deftruftion  of  his  whole 
armv  ?   The  flux  and  reflux  of  the  tide  were  known, 

to 
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to  Mofes  ;  but,  was  it  entirely  unknown  to  tfiie  Egyp- 
tians ?  Whiat,  in  fo  great  an  army,  led  by  the  fove- 
reign  in  perfon,  in  a  land  renowned  for  natural  knowl- 
edge, was  there  no  man  aftronomer  enough  to  know, 
that  the  difference  of  a  few  hiurs  1fe*every  thing  in  a 
cafe  of  this  fort ;  that  to  be  in  fuch  a  fpot,  at  fuch  a 
tim^,  was  inevitable  deftruftion  ?  Incredible  !  infi- 
poffible  } 

Finally,  it  is  altogether  inconceivable  that  the  fpace 
of  three  or  four  hours,  the  utmofl  that  an  ebb  merely 
natural  could  have  afforded  them,  was  fufficient  for 
the  tranfition  of  fuch  an  aftonifhing  multitude  as  that 
which  Mofes  conducted.  The  learned  Calmet  has  fo 
fully  demonftrated  this  point,*  as  to  enforce  the  con- 
clufion,  that  no  degree  off  human  knowledge  could 
have  difclofed  to  Mofes  a  forefight  of  the  events 
which  proved  fo  propitious  to  him.  Not  therefore  to 
the  fuperiority  of  genius,  but  to  a  power  divine,  the 
praife  is  to  be  afcribed.  And  to  the  fame  principle 
we  mud  recur  m  order  to  explain  the  mighty  differ- 
ence which  Providence  puts  between  the  Ifraelites  and 
the  Egyptians,  in  the  midft  of  tlie  Red  Sea. 

Attempts  have  been  made  -to  debafe  the  dignity  of 
this  great  event,  by  reducing  it  to  the  level  of  fimilar 
appearances  recorded  by  profane  hiftorians.  That  de- 
generate fon  of  Ifrael,  Jofephus,  firfl  ftarted  this  ob* 
jedion,  Thefe  are  his  words  ;  "  This,"  fpeaking  qf 
the  paffage  of  the  Red  Sea,  "  I  have  related  with  all 
the  .circumftances,  as  I  find  them  in  our  facred  au- 
thors. Nobody  ought  to  think  it  an  incredible  thing, 
that  a  people  which  lived  in  the  innocence  and  fim- 
plicity  of  the  firfl  ages,  might  have  found  a  way 
through  the  fea  to  fave  themfelves.  Whether  it  was 
that  the  fea  itfelf  opened  it  for  them,  or  whether  it 
was  done  by  the  will  of  God  :  fince  the  fame  thing 
happened  long  after  to  the  Macedonians,  when  they 
pafled  through^  th£  fea  of  Pamphylia,  under  the  con- 
uud  of  Alexander,  when  God  thought  fit  to  make 
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ufe  of  that  people  for  the  deftru£tion  of  the  Periian 
empire,  as  it  is  affirmed  by  all^the  hiftorians  who  have 
written  the  life  of  that  prince*  However,  I  leave  all 
men  to  judge  of  this  matter  as  they  think  fit/'  Thus 
fer  Jofephus.*     ^ 

The  other  inilances  which  fome  prefume.  to  be  put 
in  competition  with  this,  are  the  approach  of  Scipio 
with  his  army  to  the  attack  of  New  Carthage,  by  means 
of  an  extraordinary  ebb  at  the  change  of  the  moon, 
recorded  by  Livy  :t  a  fimilar  ebb  of  the  river  Eu* 
phrates,  related  by  Plutarch,  in  his  life  of  Lucullus  \ 
and,  a  flood  altogether  as  lingular,  upon  the  coaft  of 
Holland,  in  the  year  1672  ;  which  kept  up  for  twelve 
whole  hours,  and  was  apparently  the  means  of  pre-r 
ferving  that  republic  from  the  confequences  of  a  joint 
attack  of  the  fleets  of  Eneland  and  France.  It  is 
handed  down  to  us  in  the  hfe  of  the  faihous  admiral 
De  Ruyter,  who  had  the  command  of  the  Dutch 
fquadron  at  that  time.  Neither  your  time  nor  patience 
admitting  of  an  inquiry  into  the  truth  of  thefe  feveral 
fads,  we  fatisfy  ourfelves  with  obferving,  that  admit* 
ting  them  to  be  true,  not  one  of  them  is  any  way 
worthy  to  be  compared  with  the  Mofaic  account  of 
the  paflage  acrofs  the  Red  Sea.  The  pointed  and 
particular  prediftion  of  Mofes ;  the  rod  employed, 
and  the  inftantaneoufnefs  of  the  effeO: ;  the  facility 
and  fpeed  of  the  paflage  ;  the  raflinefs  of  the  Egyp- 
tians ;  their  tragical  end ;  every  thing  in  fliort  con- 
curs to  render  this  an  unparalleled  event.  And  noth- 
ing but  ayi  immoderate  defire  of  depreciating  the  mir- 
acles  of  the  facred  hiftory,  could  have  attempted  to 
diminifli  this  celebrated  tranfit  into  a  comparjfon  with 
any  of  the  other  events  which  are  alluded  to. 

The  third  objeftion  is,  to  :he  truth  of  the  hiftory  ; 
pretended  to  be  taken  from  the  hiftory  itfelf.  The 
time  allotted  by  Mofes,  by  his  own  account,  for  the 
congregation,  confifting  of  fo  many  myriads,  to  pafs 

over, 
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over,  is  coniidered  by  the  objedork  as  much  too  fhort 
for  the  purpofe     But  in  order  to  fupport  it,  they  are 
obliged  to  go  into  uncertain,  fanciful  and  unfupported 
conjectures,  about  the  breadth  of  the  Red  Sea  at  the 
place  where  the  paiTage  was  opened.     They,  make 
the  breadth'^of  that  paffage  juft  what  it  fuits  their  own 
arbitrary  conjefture  and  calculation.    They  muft  needs 
conftrain  a  great  multitude,  in  very  peculiar  circum- 
ftances,  unaccuftomed  to  difoipline,  Simulated  by  fear, 
and  borne  on  the  wings  of  hope,  to  move  with^  the 
leifure  and  deliberation  of  a  regular  army.     They  will 
not  deign  to  acknowledge  the  power  and  grace  of  ,th^ 
Mofl:  High  in  every  part  of  the  tranfaftion.     They 
overlook  the  defcription  given  of  that  people,  Pfalm 
cv.  37.  as  a  people  full  of  ftrength  and  vigour,  and 
*^  not  one  fickly  among  them."     They  forget  what 
God  himfelf  foon  after  fays  of  them,  *'  You  have  feen 
what  I  did  unto  the  Egyptians,  and  how  I  bare  you 
on  eagle's  wings,  and  brought  you  unto  myfelf.'* 
We  conclude,  that  as  the  cafe  taken  all  together  was 
lingular,  unprecedented,  and  followed  by  nothing  like 
it ;  fo  the  particular  circumftances  of  it  are  likewife 
fmgular  and  unexampled,  and  will,  with  every  candid 
perfon,  bear  out  Mofes,  the  facred  hiftorian,  againft 
the  charge  of  being  inconfiftent  with  himfelf. 

We  proceed  to  the  fecond  obje£l  which  we  propot 
cd,  namely,  to  point  out  a  few  of  the  more  ilriking 
be4Uties  of  the  facred  fong,  which  was  compofed  and 
fung  in  grateful  acknowledgment  of  that  great  deliv- 
erance which  we  have  been  contemplating.  What 
will  undoubtedly  give  it  a  high  value  in  the  eftimation 
of  many  is,  that  it  is  the  moft  ancient  mcrfel  of  poet- 
ry which  the  world  is  in  pofTefEon  of :  being  three 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  thirty-feven  years  old, 
that,  is,  fix  hundred  and  forty-feven  years  before  Ho* 
mer,  the  moft  ancient  and  the  beft  of  heathen  bards, 
lived  or  fung.  But  its  antiquity  is  its  flighteft  excel- 
lency*  The  general  turn  of  it  is  great,  the  thoughts 
nobly  fimple,  the  ftyle  fublime,  the  expreffion  llron^j 

the 
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the  pathos  iwect,  the  figures  natural  ancf  bold.  It 
abounds  throughout  with  images  which  at  once  ftrike, 
warm,  aftonifh  and  delight.  The  pccafion  of  it  you 
well  know.  The  poet's  view  is  to  indulge  himfelf 
in  tranfports  of  joy,  admiration  and  gratitude,  and 
fo  infpire  the  people  with  the  fame  feritiments.  Ac- 
cordingly he  thus  impetuoufly  breaks  out, 

Verfei.  "Iwill  fing  unto  the  Lord,  for  he  hath 
triumphed  glorioufly :  the  horfe  and  his  rider  hath  he 
thrown  into  the  fea.'*  Here  the  tremendous  majefty 
of  God  the  deliverer,  and  the  lively  gratitude  of  the 
people  faved,  the  leading  objeft  of  the  piece,  are  placr 
cd  inftantly  and  pov/erfully  ih  fight ;  and  they  are  nevr 
jer  dropt  for  one  moment,  to  the  end.  /,  in  the  fin^ 
gular  huntber,  is  much  more  energetic  and  affefting 
than  we  in  the  plural  would  have  beien.  The  triumph 
of  Ifrael  over  the  Egyptians  did  not  refemble  the  ufu- 
e\  triumphs  of  nation  over  nation  ;  where  the  individ- 
ual is  overlooked  and  lofl:  in  the  general.  Nb  ;  every 
thing  hfere  is  peculiar  and  per fohal.  Every  Ifraelite 
for  himfelf  reflefts  with  joy  on  his  own  chains  now 
fbrevcf  broken  in  pieces.  He  feems  to  exult  over 
his  own  tyrant-mafter  now  fubdued  under  him,  and 
hails  his  perfonal  liberty  now  effedkually  fecured.  For 
it  is  natural  to  the  heslrt  of  man,  in  extreme  danger, 
to  refef  every  thing  to  hjmfelf,  and  to  confider  him- 
felf as  all  in  all.  S^  The  horfe  and  his  rider  hath  he 
thrown  ipto  the  fea  :'*  for  the  fame  reafon  the  horfe 
is  much  more  forcible  than  horfe$  would  have  been ; 
it  marks  ftrongly  the  fuddennefs,  the  univerfality,  the 
qompletenefs  of  the  deftruftion.  The  Egyptian  cavr 
alryi  numerous,  formidable,  covering  the  face  of  the 
ground,  is  reprefented  in  a  moment,  by  a  fingle  eiFort, 
at  one  blow,  overthrown,  overwhelmed,  as  if  they  had 
been  but  one  horfe  and  one  rider. 

Verfe  2.  *'  Jekovah  is  my  ftrength  and  fong,  and 
he  is  become  my  falvation  :  he  is  my  God,  and  I  will 
prepare  him  an  habitation  ;  my  father's  God^  and 
I  Y^ill  exalt  him/'     Is  it  lav/fuj  tp  fay,  that  the  poet 


I. 


^{npioy 


^i 


Lect^  XL  Hj/iory  sf  Mofet.  x^ 

employs  9ie  raoft  exquifite  art,  in  reprefeming  this 
great  deliverance,  in  every  part  and  every  view  of  .it, 
as  the  work  of  Jjehovah  :  the  great  "  I  am  that  J 
AM :"  that  name  of  God,  by  which  he  chofe  to  be 
known  to  Ifrael  through  the  whole  of  thofe  memoray 
tie  tranfaftiOM  ?  My  ftren^h^  that  is,  the  fource  or 
caufe  of  my  ftrength :  and  it  points  put  the  great  GoA 
25  the  courage  and  force  of  Ifrael,  without  the  necet 
fity  of  their  exerting  any  of  their  own.  **  Myfongy^ 
that  is,  the  fubjeft  of  it.  No  inftrument  divides  the 
praife  with  him.  No  power,  no  wifdom  is  employed 
but  his  own.  He  planned^  arranged,  e;Kecuted  eveny 
thing  by  himfelf.  "  He  is  become  my  fahatignJ*^ 
The  fine  writers  of  Greece  or  Rome  would  probably 
have  faid,  **  He  hath  faved  me.*'  But  Alofes  fays 
much  more  ;  The  Lord  hath  undertaken  himfelf  to 
work  deUveranee  for  me  :  he  hath  made  my  falyation 
his  own,  his  perfqnal  concern,  and  i$  becbpie  ^o  me 
jcvery  thing  I  can  want, 

^^  He  is  MY  GoD.*^  Every  word  is  emphatical. 
.*•  H(?,*'  in  oppofition  to  the  gods  of  Egypt,  which  can- 
not hear,  nor  fee,  ner  fave.  ^^  My  God  :*'  all-attentive 
to  my  intereft  and  fafety^  as  if  he  had  jio  creature  but 
me  to  care  for  :  and  therefore  my  God  c  fox  I  ajcknowjU 
^dge  not,  I  never  will  acknowledge,  any  other.  <^  My 
father* s  God\**  This  repetition  is  moft  beautifully 
tendef  and  pathetic.  He  whof^e  greatnefs  I  adore,'is 
not  a  ftrange  God,  unknown  till  now  ;  a  protedor  for 
a  moment.  No,  he  is  t|ie  ancient  patron  of  my  fami- 
ly, his  goodnefs  is  from  generation  to  generation.  I 
have  a  thoufand  domejiic  proofs  of  his  conftant,  undi- 
miniflied  affeftion ;  and  he  is  now  making  good  to 
me  only  that  which  he  folemnly  promifed  to  my^r^- 
fathers.     And  how  has  he  efFefted  this  ? 

"  The  Lord  /j  a  pian  of  war  J* 

An  ordinary  writer  would  probably  have  reprefent. 
ed  the  Almighty  here  as  the  God  of  armies ;  and  as 
fuch,  difcomfiting  the  hoft  of  Pharaoh.  But  Mofes 
does  more  •,  he  hrings  him  forth  as  a  champion,  a  fol- 
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dier ;  puts  the  fword  into  his  hand,  and  exhibits  him 
fighting  his  battles,  the  battles  of  Ifrael. 

The  fourth  and  fifth-  verfes  contam  a  very  fine.dif- 
play  and  amplifieation  of  the  fimple  idea  fiiggeiled  ia 
the  firft,  "  the  horfe  and  his  rider. ^* 
*  ^^  Pharaoh's  chariots  and  his  hoft  hath  he  caft  into 
the  fea :  his  chofen  captains  are  alio  drowned  in  the 
Red  Sea,  the  depths  have  covered  them,  they  fank  into 
the  bottom  as  a  ftone*^'  Image  rifes  and  fwells  above 
image.  Pharaoh's  charif4$^  his  hojisy  his  d^ofm  captains 
^-'^aji  into  the  fea,  drowned  in  the  Red  Sea — covered 
with  the  depths,  funk  to  the  bottom, 'at  once,  ^^.zjione. 
Notwithilanding  their  pride  and  infolence,  they  can 
make  no  more/efiftance  to  the  power  of  Jehovah,  than 
*  a  ilone  lamiched  from  the  arm  of  \  ilrong  man  into 
the  flood.  -  .# 

Every  writer  but  a  Mofes  muft  have  flopped  ihort 
here ;  or  flattened  his  fubjcid,  by  repeating  or  extend- 
ing the  fame  ideas.  But  the  feraphic  poet,  upborne 
by  an  imagination  which  overleaps  the  boundaries  of 
the  world,  and  an  enthufiafm  which  cannot  refl  in  any 
creature,  fprings  up  to  the  Creator  bimfelf,  in  thefe  rap- 
turous ftrains ; 

*'  Thy  right  hand,  O  Lord,  is  become  glorious  in 
thy  power :  thy  right  hand,  O  Lord,  hath  daflied  ii| 
pieces  the  enemy.  In  the  greatnefs  of  thine  excellen- 
cy thou  hafl  overthrown  them  that  rofe  up  againft 
thee.^' 

When  the  heart  is  full  of  an  objeft,  it  turns  it 
round,  as  it  were,  on  every  fide,  returns  to  it  again  and 
again  ;  never  tires  in  contemplating  it,  till  admi- 
ration is  loft  in  aftonifhment.  Mofes  after  this  effut 
fion  of  jpy  and  praife  returns  again  to  the  matter 
of  fact :  but  not  in  the  language  of  mere  defcrip- 
tion,  as  in  the  4th  verfe  ;  but  in  a  continuation  of 
his  bold,  animated  addrefs  to  God  liimfelf ;'  which 
gives  it  a  life  and  fervour  fuperior  to  any  thing  hu- 
man. As  if  ,  the  ftrength  of  one  element  had  not 
been  fufiicient  to  deftroy  God*s  enemies,  every  ele-' 
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mffJA  leiMis  its  aid*  The  deep  opens  its  mouth,  the 
fire  confumes,  the  wind  rages ;  all  nature  is  up  in 
.  arms,  to  avenge  the  quarrel  of  an  incenfed  God.  The 
poet  ennobles  the  wind,  by  niaking  God  the  principl<? 
of  it ;  and  anim^ates  the  fire,  by  making  it  fufcep^ibJe 
of  fear.  Jn  the  feme  ftyk.  of  addrefe  to  God,  he 
throws  himfelf  as .  it  were  into  the  perfon  and  char- 
after  of  the  enemy,  previous  to  their  defeat,  and 
peurs  forth  their  fentiraepts  of  threatening  and 
daughter  >  the  more  flrongly  to  mark  their  difap- 
•  {>ointment,  by  contrafting  the  folly  and  impotence  of 
man,  with  the  power  and  juftice  of  God.  *'  The  en^ 
\  .  '  emy  faid,  I  will  purfue,  1  will  overtake,  I  will  divide 

the  fpoil :    my  luft   ihall  be  fatisfied  upon  them ;  I 
vAW  draw  my  fword,  my  hand  ihall  deftroy  them." 
L  You  fee  here  vengeance  haftening  to  its  objeft,  regard- 

less of  oppofition.     The  woi*ds,  unconne^ed  with  a 
coiijunftion,  feem  to  hurry  on  like  the  paffion  that 
»  prompts  to  them.    And  in  what  does  it  iffue  ?  **  Thou 

didft  blow  with  thy  wind,  the  fea  covered  them.'*  j^nd 
the  pifiturei^is  finimed  with  this  happy  ftroke,  "  They 
fank  as  lead  in  the  mighty  watiers." 

But  I  feel  I  have  undertaken  a  talk  far  beyond  my 

ability,  and  the  limits  of  your  time.     And  therefore 

break  off  with  another  borrowed  remark,  namely,  that 

i  whatever  grandeur  and  magnificence  we  may  difcover 

in  this  fong,  as  it  ft^nds  in  fuch  a  place  and  connexion, 
[  its  beauty  and  force  mufl  grexitly  rife  upon  us,  were 

we  permitted  to  penetrate   through  the   myfteriou^ 
•  fenfe  concealed  behind  the  veil  of  this  great  event. 

^  For  it  is  cjertain,  that  this  deliverance  from  Egypt* 

t  •  covers  and  r^prefents   falvation   of  a  fuperior  and 

f  4        more  extenfive  nature.     The  apoftle  of  the  Gentiles 

i^-  ♦       teaches  us  to  confider  it  as  a  type  of  that  freedom 

V^  '      which  the  chriftian  obtains  by  the  waters  of  baptifm, 

•  and  the  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghofl,  from  the  yoke 
of  the  prince  of  this  world.  And  the  prophet,  in  the 
book  of  Revelation,  makes  it  to  Ihadow  fprth  the 

*  final  and  great  deliverance  of  the  redeemed,  by  intro- 
ducing 
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ducing  the  affembly  of  thofe  who  have  overcome  the 
beaft,  holding  the  harps  of  God  in  their  hands,  and 
fmging  *^  the  fong  of  Mofes,  the  fervant  of  God,  and 
the  fong  of  the  Lamb,  faying.  Great  and  marvellous 
are  thy  works.  Lord  God  Almighty;  juft  and  true 
are  thy  ways,  thou  King  of  faints !  Who  fhall  not  fear 
thee,  O  Lord,  and  glorify  thy  name  ?  For  thou  only 
art  holy  j  for  all  nations  fhall  come  and  worfhip  before 
thee ;  for  thy  judgments  are  made  manifeft.'**  Now, 
as  the  fcriptures  declare  that  the  woaders  of  this 
fecond  deliverance  fhall  infinitely  furpafs  the  firfl,  and 
ihall  entirely  obliterate  the  remembrance  of  it;  we 
may  eafily  believe  that  the  beauties  of  the  fpiritual 
fenie  of  this  divine  poem  may  totally  eclipfe  thofe  of 
the  hf/ioricaL 

Having  endeavoured  imperfeftly  to  unfold  fome  of 
the  excellencies  of  this  ancient  facred  compofition,  I 
fhould  proceed,  as  I  propofed,  to  point  out  the  delicacy 
of  attempting,  and  the  difficulty  of  fucceeding,  in 
in  i^^ating  or  extending  devotional  poetry ;  but  your 
time  and  patience,  perhaps,  will  be  better  employed 
in  hearing  mc  read  to  you  a  (hort  paffage,  containing 
the  fentiments  of  an  excellent  modern  critic  j  on  the 
fubjeck  ;  with  which  I  fliall  conclude  this  exercife. 

'^  It  has  been  the  frequent  lamentation  of  good  men, 
that  verfe  has  been  too  little  applied  to  the  purpofes 
of  worHiip ;  and  many  attempts  have  been  made  to 
animate  devotion  by  pious  poetry.  That  they  have 
very  feldom  attained  their  end  is  fufFiciently  known  ; 
and  it  may  not  be  improper  to  inquire  why  they  have 
mifcarried. 

''  Let  no  pious  ear  be  offended,  if  I  advance,  in  op- 
pofition  to  many  authorities,  that  poetical  devotion 
cannot  often  pleafe.  The  doftrines  of  religion  may^ 
indeed,  be  defended  in  a  didaftic  poem  ;  and  he  who 
has  the  happy  power  of  arguing  in  verfe,  will  not  lofe 
jit  becaufe  his  fubject  is  facred.     A  poet  may  defcribe 

the 
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the  beauty  and  grandeur  of  nature,  the  flowesr  of 
fpring,  and  the  harvefts  of  autumn,  the  vicifiitudes  of 
the  tide,  and  the  revolutions  of  the  (ky,  and  praife  the 
Maker  for  his  works,  in  lines  which  no  reader  fhall 
lay  afide.  The  fubje£t  of  the  difputation  is  not  piety,' 
but  the  motives  to  piety ;  that  of  the  defcription  is 
riot  God,  but  the  works  of  God. 

"  Contemplative  piety,  or  the  intercourfe  betweea 
God  and  the  human  foul,  cannot  be  poetical.  Man 
admitted  to  implore  the  mercy  of  his  Creator,  and 
plead  the  merits  of  his  Redeemer,  is  already  in  a 
highef  (late  than  poetry  can  confer. 

"  The  effence  of  poetry  is  invention  ;  fuch  invention 
as,  b)r  producing,  fomething  unexpefted,  furprifes  and 
delights.  The  topics  of  devotion  are  few,  and  being 
few  are  univerfally  known  ;  but  few  as  they  are,  they 
can  be  made  na  more  ;  they  can  receive  no  grace  from 
novelty  of  fentiment,  and  very  little  from  novelty  of 
expreflion. 

*'  Poetry  pleafes  by  exhibiting  an  idea  more  grateful 
to  the  mind  than  things  themfelve&  afford.  This  ef- 
fect proceeds  from  the  difplay  of  thofe  parts  of  nature 
which  attraft,  and  the  concealment  of  thofe  which  re- 
pel  the  imagination ;  but  religion  muft  be  Ihewn  as  it 
is  ;  fuppreffion  and  addition  equally  corrupt  it ;  and 
fuch  as  it  is,  it  is  known  already. 

"  From  poetry  the  reader  juftly  expefts,  and  from 
good  poetry  always  obtains,  the  enlargement  of  his 
comprehenfion,  and  elevation  of  his  fancy  ;  but  this  i* 
rarely  to  be  hoped  for  by  chriftians  from  metrical  de- 
votion. Whatever  is  great,  aefirable  or  tremendous, 
is  comprifed  in  the  name  of  the  Supreme  Being. 
Omnipotence  cannot  be  exalted  ;  infinity  cannot  be 
amplified  ;  perfeftion  cannot  be  improved. 

"  The  employments  of  pious  meditation  are  faith, 
thankfgiving,  repentance  and  fupplication.  Faith,  in- 
variably uniform,  cannot  be  invefted  by  fancy  with 
.decorations.  Thankfgiving,  the  mod  joyful  of  all  ho- 
ly effufions,  yet  addrefled  to  a  being  without  paflions, 
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n  confined  to  a  few  modes,  and  is  to  be  felt  rather  than 
expreffed.  Repentance  trembling  in  the  prefettce  of 
the  judge,  is  not  at  leifure  for  cadences  and  epithets. 
Supplication  of  man  to  man  may  diffufe  itfelf  through 
many  topiqs  of  perfuafion^  but  fupplication  to  God  caa 
only  cry  for  mercy. 

'^  Of  fentiments  purely  religious,  it  will  be  found 
that  the  moft  fimple  expreffion  is  the  moft  fublime. 
Poetry  lofes  its  luftre  and  its  power,  becaufe  it  is  ap- 
plied to  the  decoration  of  fomething  more  excellent 
than  itfelf.  All  that  verfe  can  do  is  to  help  the  mem- 
ory and  delight  the  ear  ;  and  for  thefe  purpofes  it  may 
be  very  ufeful ;  but  it  fupplies  nothing  to  the  mind. 
The  ideas  of  chriftian  theology  are  too  fimple  for  el- 
oquence, too  facred  for  fiftion,  and  too  majeftic  for 
ornament ;  to  recommend  them  by  tropes  and  figures, 
is  to  magnify  by  a  concave  mirror  the  fideral  hemif- 
phere." 
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LECTURE      XII. 

EXODUS  XV.  23—27. 

And  when  they  came  to  Mar  ah  ^  they  could  not  drink  of  the 
waters  of  Mar  ah ;  for  they  were  bitter :  therefore  the 
name  of  it  was  called  Marah.  And  the  people  murmur'^ 
id  again/i  Mofes^  faying^  Whatjhall  we  drink  ?  And 
be  cried  unto  the  Lord  ;  and  the  Lordfhewed  him  a  trecy 
which  when  he  had  cafl  into  ihe  waters  ^  the  waters 
.  were  made  fweet :  there  he  made  for  them  a  fiatute 
and  an  ordinance^  and  there  he  proved  them^  andfaidy 
If  thou  wilt  diligently  hearken  to  the  voice  of  the  Lord 
thy  God^  and  wilt  do  that  which  is  right  in  his  fight ^ 
and  wilt  give  ear  to  his  commandments^  and  keep  all 
his  flatictes  ;  I  will  put  none  of  thefe  difeafes  upon  thee 
which  I  have  brought  upon  the  Egyptians  :  for  I  am  the 
Lord  that  healeth  thee.  And  they  came  to  Elim^  where 
were  twelve  wells  of  water ^  and  threefcore  and  ten 
palm-trees  ;  and  they  encamped  there  by  the  waters. 

U  NLESS  the  mind  be  under  the  regulating  power 
of  religion,  it  will  be  perpetually  lofmg  its  balanqp, 
and  changing  its  tenor :  at  one  time  accelerated  in- 
to indecent  and  dangerous  fpeed,  through  the  rmpulfe 
of  defire,  ambition  or  revenge  ;  at  another  it  is  chilled 
into  languor  and  inaftion,  through  fear,  defpondency 
and  difappointment.  We  fhall  behold  the  fame  per- 
fon  now  believing  things  incredible^  and  attempting 

things 
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things  impfadrcable  ;  and  anon  ftaggering  at  the' 
ffiadow  of  a  doubt,;  and  fhiinking  from  the  ffighteft 
appearance  of  (fiffitulty  and  danger.  Infolent,  fierce 
^d  overbearing  in  profperity,  the  unfteady  creature 
becomes  grovelling,  difpirited,  and  mean-  in  adverfity. 
**  It  is  a  good  thing,"  therefore^  '*  that  the  heart  be 
cftabliflicd  by  grace  :^'  grace^  that  calm,  fteady,  uni- 
form principle,  which  veers  not  with  every  wind  of 
'  doftrine ;  rifes  not,  nor  falls,  like  the  Mercury  in  the 
tube,  with  every  variation  of  the  atmofphere,  according 
to  th^  alternate  tranfition  of  difappointment  and  fuc- 
cefs,  cenfure  and  applaufe,  health  and  £ypknefs,  youth 
and  age*  In  the  day  of  profperity^  rcKgion  faith  to 
the  foul  where  it  dwells,  "  Rejoice,"  and  in  the  day  of 
adverfity,*'  Gdnfider  ;"  for  a  wife  and  a  merciful  G6d 
hath  fet  the  one  over  againft  the  other.  This  divine 
principle  corrafts  immoderate  joy,  faying  to  the  hap- 
py, "Be  not  high  minded,  but  fear  ;"  it  confoles  and 
lupports  the  miferable,  by  breathing  the  fweet  aflur- 
ance,  that  the  "light  affliftion,  which  is  but  for  a  mo- 
ment, worketh.  for  us  a  far  moue  exceeding  and  eter- 
nal weight  of  glory."* 

w  The  want  of  this  balance  of  the  foul,  and  the-darf- 
gerous  confequences  of  that  want,  are  ftrikingly  Ex- 
emplified in  the  hiftory  of  the  chofen  people,  whon^ 
Providence  by  a  feries  of  miracles  undertook  to  coti- 
duft  from  Egypt  to  Canaan.  Elated  or  depreffed  by 
the  afpe£t  of  the  moment,  we  find  them  haughty  in 
the  hour  of  viftory,  and  funk  into  defpair  by  a  defeat*. 
The  deepnefs  of  the  waters  of  the  Red  Sea,  and  their 
miraculous  Reparation,  afford  matter  of  triumph  to- 
day J  the  biftemefs  of  the  waters  of  Marah  caufes  uni- 
vf  rfal  difcontent  and  dejedion  to-morrow.  But  alas  I 
we  need  not  recur  to  diftant  periods  of  hiftory  for  an 
example  of  the  ruinous  effeds  produced  by  a  deftitu- 
tion  of  religious  principle,  and  of  the  fatal  power  of 
unbelief.  The  hiftory  of  every  man'&  own  experience 
is  illuftration  fuflicient.     To  what  muft  ye  afcribe  the 
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envy,  jealoufy,  rage,  pride,  refentment,  timidity,  diffi- 
dence and  dejefltion,  which  fucceffively  and  unreniit- 
tingly  agitate  the  human  mind  ?  Men  walk  by  light, 
not  by  faith.  They  feel  the  powers  of  the  world  that 
is  J  and  are  infenfible  of  that  which  is  to  come.  Tbey 
look  at  *'  things  temporal-,**  and  ncglefl:  thofe  *^whicft 
are  unfeen  and  eternal."  They  ftand  in  awe  of  the 
creature,  and  defpife  the  Creator,  While  then  we  dif- 
cover,  deplore  and  condemn  a  felfifli,  a  pcrv^rfe  and 
difcontented  fpirit,  and  an  unbelieving  heart,  in  others, 
let  us  ftudy,  by  the  grace  of  God,  to  rje&H'm  the  fame 
or  like  difpofitions  in  ourfelves. 

What  a  magnificent  concert  filled  the  fliores  of  the 
Red  Sea,  after  Ifrael  was  paffed  over !  Every  thing 
was  fuited  to  another.  The  words  were  adapted  to 
the  occafion,  the  mufic  to  the  words,  the  performers 
to  the  mufic.  There  Mofes,  leading  the  bolder,  rough- 
er notes  of  manly  voices ;  here  Miriam  the  prophet- 
efs,  his  fifter,  in  fweet  accord,  blending  the  fofter 
harmony  of  female  ftrains  tvith  the  notes  of  t|ie  tim- 
brel, in  praife  of  their  great  Deliverer.  Never  furely 
did  fuch  mufic  ftrike  the  vault  of  heaven,  and  never 
Ihall  again,  "  tilf  the  ranfomjed  of  the  Lord  fhall  re- 
turn, and  come  to  Zion  vith  fongs,  and  everlaftinc 
joy  upon  their  heads  ;  when  they  mall  obtain  joy  and 
gladnefs,  and  forrow  and^  fighing  Ihall  flee  away  :**• 
never,  till  the  fong  of  Mofes  be  clofed  with  the  fong 
of  the  Lamb. 

At  length  they  quit  the  fcene  of  their  terror  and  of 
their  triumph ;  for  the  world  admits  not  of  along 
continuance  of  either )  and  they  advance  three  days 
march  into  the  wildernefs.  Efcaped  effedually  and 
forever  from  the  oppreffion  of  Egypt,  no  more  op- 
pofed  in  front  by  an  unfurmountable  barrier,  nor 
•hemmed  in  on  either  fide  by  impaffable  mountains, 
nor  purfued  by  a  numerous  and  well-difciplined  army ; 
but  the  fea,  once  their  hindrance,  now  their  defence ; 
every  foe  {^bdued,  land  the  road  to  Canaan  fl:raight 
Vql.  IIL  L  before 
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before  them,  "what  can  now  give  difturbance?  On 
how  many  circumftances  does  life  and  the  comfort  of 
it  depend  !  The  iailure  or  difagreeable  quality  of  one 
iagredient  corrtipts  and  deftroys  the  whole.  In  Sbur 
^hey  found  no  water  \  in  Marah  they  fmd  water,  bui 
it  is  bitter.  .  The  unavoidable  condition  of  a  wildenie& 
ilate !  Always  too  Httle,  or  too  much !  Here  there  ^c 
children  and  -penury ;  there  affluence  and  fterility* 
This  year  th^re  is,  drought  parching  and  cotnfumiqg 
every  plant  of  the  fields  the  next,  an  overflowing^ 
.flood  fweepii^  every  thing  before  it  \  and  unhappy 
mortals  are  eternally  augmenting  the  neceifary  and 
unavoidable  e\dls  of  human  life,  by  peeviihnefs  and 
difcontent. 

Oblige  an  ungrateful  perfon  ever  fo  often,  and  dif- 
appoint  ox  oRpoie  him  once,  and  lo,  the  memory  of  a 
thoufand  benefits  is  inftantly  loft.    All  that  Mofes^. 
jail  that  God  has  done  for  Krael  is  forgotten,  the  mo- 
•ment  that  a  Scarcity  of  water  is.  £elt.     For  it  is  "witb 
Jihis  fpirit  as  with  that  of  ambition  :  nothing.//  attain- 
ed in  the  eye  of  ambition,  while  there  is  yet  one  thing, 
'to  be  attained*.  All  the  favour  of  Ahafuerus  avails  Ha-- 
.man  nothings,  while  Mordecai  the  Jjewfitsin  theking'*. 
;gate.     So  ingratitude  fays  nothing  is.  granted,  while 
^ne  thing  is  deinied  m*e.     One  fcanty  meal  in  Shur» 
or  one  unpalatable  beverage,  at  Marah,  has  obliterated 
all  remembrance  of  the  recent  wonders  of  Egypt, 
and  the  more  recent  miracles  of  the  Reid  Sea*     And 
as  one  evil  quality  is  ever  found  in  company  with  its, 
jFellows,  we  here -find  ingratitude  and  impiety  toward 
God  blended  with  unkindnefs  and  unreafonablenefs^ 
toward  man*    And  cowardice  pitifulfy  levels  its  keen 
arrows  at  the  fervant,  not  darkig  to  attack  themafter* 
"  The  people  murmured  againft  Mofes.*'     A  worldly 
mind  under  diftrefs  either  flies  to  the  creature  for  help, 
or  accufes  the  creature  as  the  caufe  of  its  woe..    Piety 
Pleads  the  foid  diredtly  to  God  ;;  it  views  the  calamity 
as  his  appointment ;  and  finds  its  removal,  its  remedy^ 
or  its  qompenfation  in  the  divine  mercy.'    ifrael  taftes 
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the  bitter  water,  defponds.,  and  ^charges  Mofes  foolifl^r 
ly.    .Mgfes  cries  to  God,  ^nd  is  enlightened. 

Obferye  the  goodnefs  and  long-fuffering  of  God* 
Readier  to  lifteij  to  the  entreaties  of  Mofes  than  tg 
-punifh  the  peryerfenefs  and  jinbel jef  of  the  people,  h$ 
jnft^intly  dire^§  to  a  cure  for  the  nitrous  quality  of  thg 
ivaters  of  Marah.  "  The  Lord  jDh^wed  him  a  tree^ 
which  when  he  had  caft  into  the  waters,  the  water* 
were  made  fweet/* 

Of  little  cpjifqquence  is  it  to  inquire,  becaufe  at  i« 
impoflibl^  tp  determine,  whether  the  wood  of  this  tree 
Jiad  in  it  an  inherent  virtue  which  naturally  correfted 
the  brackifh  tafte  of  the  water  ;  or,  whether  the  fweet- 
^i^ing  quality  were  preternaturally  communicated  tp 
it  to  fuliil  the  prefent  defign  of  Providence.     Wheth- 
er I  fef  water  fweetened  by  a  log  of  wood  call  into  it,  or 
ifruing  from  the  flinty  rock,  or  flowing  naturally  in 
the  brook  ;  whether  J  fee  Ifrael  fed  with  bread  from 
heaven,  or  Mofes  and  Chrifl  fubfifl:ing  forty  days  with- 
out bread  at  all ;  or  mankind  ip  general  fupported  by 
bread  growing  gradually  out  of  the  ground ;  I  ftill 
J)ehold  but  one  and  the  fame  obje£t ;  "  good  gifts 
coming  dpwn"  but  in  fp  many  diflTerent  ways  "  from, 
the  Father  of  lights."     The  wife  man,  in  the  apocry- 
phal book  of  Ecckfiafticus,  has  made  a  happy  ufe  of 
this  paflage,  to  inculcate  the  uece(5ty  of  ufmg  appoint- 
j^d  Hieans  in  or^ier  to  obtain  fuccefs.     The  Lord  (fays 
he)  hath  created  medicines  out  of  the  earth,  and  he 
that  is  wife  will  not  abhor  them.     Was  not  the  water 
made  fweet  with  wood,  that  the  virtue  thereof  might 
,be  know4;i  ?  and  he  hath  given  men  Ikill,  that  he  might 
he  honoured  in  his  marvellous  works.    With  fuch  doth 
he  heal  jneu,  aijd  jtaketh  away  their  pains.     My  fon,  iix 
tliy   fickuefs   be  not  negligent.;  but  pray  unto  the 
JUord,  and  he  will  make  thee  whole." 

A  fondnefs  for  allegory  has  reprefented  the  efFeft. 
produced  by  thi?  tree  cafl:  into  the  waters,  as  emblem- 
latical  of  the  virtue  of  the  crofs,  in  fweetening  and 
foiiftifyin^  afflidion  to  the  believer,  and  taking  the 
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fting  out  of  death.  Undoubtedly,  when  an  objefl:  fo 
important  and  a  dodrine  fo  inftruftive  can  by  :what- 
cver  means  be  imprefled  upon  the  heart,  we  ought 
not  too  fqueamiihly  to  reje£t  implications  and  illuftra- 
tions  of  this  fort.  In  order  to  promote  the  ends  of 
true  piety,  what  though  we  relax  a  little  of  the  laws 
of  rigid  crificifm  ?*  If  imagination  lerve  as  an  handmaid 
to  virtue  tod  devotion,  let  men  be  as  fanciful  as  they 
will.  If  a  lerious  foul  be  edified  or  comforted,  (hall  I 
mar  his  joy  and  difturb  his  tranquillity  by  forcing  him 
to  comprehend  the  meaning  of  Greek  and  Hebrew  par- 
ticles I  Whether  it  be  warrantable  or  not  to  give  this 
evangelical  turn  to  the  paflage  before  us,  its  moral  in- 
tention and  import  will  hardly  be  difputed.  It  exhibits 
the  reluSance  which  men  feel  to  encounter  affliQion, 
their  impatience  and  unreafonablenefs  under  it,  the  wife 
defign  of  Providence  in  afflidive  difpenfations,  namely 
to  *'  prove  men,  whether  they  will  diligently  hearken 
to  the  voice  of  the  Lord  their  God,  and  do  that  which 
is  right  in  his  fight.**  And  finally,  it  illuflrates  the 
power,  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  God  in  counterading 
one  natural  evil,  by  another  evil ;  making  poifon  ferve 
as  an  antidote  to  poifon,  and  healing  the  greater  plague 
of  fin  by  the  lefs,  that  of  fufFering. 

Some  commentators  have  conjectured,  that  it  wai 
about  this  very  fpot  that  Hagar  was  relieved  and  fup- 
plied  with  water,  fhe  and  her  fon,  by  the  angel  of  the 
Lord,  when  they  were  banifhed  from  Abraham's  houfe ; 
and  they  reprove  the  incredulity  of  the  Ifraelites  by 
the  example  of  her  faith.  After  ^all,  it  was  undoubt- 
edly  a  very  fevere  trial ;  whether  we  corifider  how 
much  water,  fweet  water,  is  connefted,  not  merely 
with  the  convenience  and  comfort,  but  with  the  very 
exiftence  of  human  life ;  the  immenfe  quantity  necei- 
fary  for  the  fupport  of  fuch  a  vaft  multitude  of  men  and 
women,  befides  cattle  ;  or  the  peculiar  demand  occa- 
fioned  by  a  vertical  fun  and  a  parched  foil.  We  pafs 
on  from  Marah  as  men,  and  as  the  inhabitants  of 
mofe  favoured  regions,praifmg^God,  "who  walks  upon 
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the  clouds/*  and  refreihes  .us  from  h<»ven  above: 
julhei  upon  us  in  a  thoufand  ftreams  of  limpid  conv 
Fort  from  the  earth  beneath,  and  gently  flows  through 
every  field  in  ^  tide  of  delight ;  and  as  chriftians  we 
flee  for  refuge  and  refrefliment  to  that  wonderful  Man^ 
d^fcribed  in  prophetic  vifion  in  fuch.  bo^iitiful  figures 
as  thefe  j  "  A  man  fhall  be  as  an  hiding  place  from 
the  wind,  and  a  covert  from  the  tempefi :  as  rivers  of 
water  in  a  dry  place  ;  as  the  fliadow  of  a  great  rock 
in  a  weary  land/'*  Gold,  filver,  and  precious  ftones, 
are  produced  in  fmall  quantities^  and  are  of  diflicult; 
and  dangeraus  inveftigation.  ^nd  hajjpily  the  life  of 
inan  confills  not  in  fuch  things  as  thefe-  Whereas 
the  things  which  really  oniniller  to  human  comfort, 
and  conftitute  the  re^l  fupport  of  human  life,  are  pour- 
ed down  upon  us  with  unbounded  profufion.  The 
choicejl  blefling  which  ever  was  bellowed  upon  the 
ivorld,  is  .common  and  free  to  all  as  the  water  in  the 
ftream,  as  the  light  and  air  of  heaven« 

But  though  the  bitter  waters  axe  fweetened  for  pref^ 
ent  ufe,  Ifrael  muft  not  think  of  continuing  encamp- 
ed by  them.  They  are  to  be  but  the  tranfient  re- 
freftiment  pf  the  way-faring  man^  not  the  ftated  fup- 
ply  of  the  land  of  promife.  Whatever  we  have  at- 
tained, whatever  we  enjoy,  the  voice  of  Providence 
ftill  fummons  us  away,  faying,  "  Arife  ye  and  depart^ 
for  this  is  not  your  reft.** 

Their  next  journeying  is  from  Mar  ah  to  Elim, 
where  were  twelve  wells  of  water,  and  threefcore  and 
ten  palni-trees  ;  and  they  encamped  >  there  by  the  war 
ters."  In  the  preceding  ftation,  their  provifion  wa> 
partly  from  nature,  partly  from  the  kindiiefs  of  a  gra? 
cious  Providence*  Nature  fariiiflied  the  fubftancc,  9. 
miracle  endowed  it  with  the  fuitable  qualities.  But 
at  Elim,  mature  fe.ejca«  to  do  the  whole,  with  her 
**  threefcore  and  ten  palm-trees,  and  twelve  \jrells  of 
water.'*  And  what  is  nature,  but  the  great  Jehovah 
performing  the  moft  aftonllhing  wonders  in  a  ftated 
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drid  rt'gular  cdurfe  ?  Water  iffuirig  from  a  tock  .wheil 
fmitfen  by  a  rod,  is  not  in  itfelf  a  whit  more;  miracu*^ 
ious  than  the  continually  fupplying  one  little  ftream 
ifrom  the  fame  fpri|ig.  Being  arrived*  at  Elim,  they 
Encamped  "  by  the  waters/*  The  word  "  Elim'* 
{landing  in  our  verfion  uritranflated,  is  generally  con- 
iidered  as  the  proper  name  of  a  place ;  but  it  is  by 
fdme,  and  with  a  great  appearance  of  reafoii,  render- 
ed, *"  the  forejis.^^  This  is  fupported  by  a  paffage  of 
Strabo,*  the  famous  geographer  and  hiftorian  of  Cap- 
padocia,  to  thi^  purplofe  ;  that  "  at  five  days  joutriey 
frorn  Jericho  there  is  a  foreft  of  palm-trees,  which  is 
held  in  great  veneration  throughout  all  that  country, 
tn  account  of  the  forings  of  water  which  are  found 
there  in  great  abundance.''  The  numbers  twelve  and 
feventy  in  the  facred  text,  inftead  of  fignifying  a  deter- 
minate quantity,  may  undoubtedly  denote  indefinite- 
ly according  to  a  licenfe  common  in  all  languages,  a 
large  abundance.  And  then  ths  account  of  Strabo, 
and  the  narration  of  Mofes,  will  mutually  confirm  and 
ftrengthen  each  other.  Two  writers  of  no  lefs  emi- 
nence and  credit  than  Tacitusf  and  Plutarch, J  plainly 
allude  to  this  paffage^  when  they  fay  that  "  the  Jews, 
being  ready  to  perifli  with  thirft,  happily  difcovered 
fpririgs  of  running  water." 

But,  inftead  of  fettling  the  geography  of  the  fpof , 
and  the  import  of  the  word  Elim,  let  us  look  into  the 
faft  recorded,  and  through  it  into  the  volume  of  hu- 
man nature.  "  They  encamped  there  by  the  waters." 
The  felf-fame  fpirit  which  murmured  at  the  tafte  of  a 
bitter  ftream,  difpofed  them  to  feek  repofe  by  the  fide 
of  one  that  was  fweet  and  placid.  Miftaken  in  both, 
a  carnal  mind  is  eafily  unhinged  and  foon  fatisfi^J. 
Like  children,  they  are  put  out  of  humQur  witn  a 
ftraw,  and  prefently  pacified  they  know  not  why  ;  and 
behold  unbelief  lying  at  the  root  of  both  one  ahd  the 
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oth^.  NoWj  cagtr  to  get  home  before  tlie  tiiftc*;  by 
and  by  drowning  all  thoughts  and  hopes  of  it  m  t&o 
baubfc  of  the  prefcnt  hour*  S«e  Hrael  at  one  time 
<Iifconc?crted  and  chagrined-  to  find  that  the  wildernefe 
did  not  produce  every  thing  to  a  wifll ;  at  another, 
ready  to  forego  the  profpeft  of  Canaan  for  Egypt,  alid 
to  accept  the  land  of  dates  and  water  for  that  flowing 
with  milk  and  honey.  Never  did  any  good  come  of 
fitting  down  contentedly  in  temporal  poffeffions.  NO; 
fooner  do  men  become  eafy  and  comlbrtabte  in  their 
circumfljances,  than  they  gi'ow  capricious  and  fimtafti^ 
cal  in  their  wiflies  and  defirea.  *if  Providence  vifit 
them  not  with  fcarcity,  or  unpleafentnds  of  water ; 
their  own  reftlefs  appetite  (hall  vifit  them  with  an  ab- 
fnrd  and  unreafonable  craving  for  flefti.  The  fruit 
and  Ihade  of  the  palm-tree,  and  the  deiicioufnefs  of  a 
frefli  fpting,  pleafe  not  long.  Put  an  end  to  novelty, 
and  ferewel  deiight.  But  a  month  and  fourteen  days 
Itetve  efapfed,  fince  with  fo  much  joy  they  quitted  the^ 
houfe  of  bondage  :  and  they  are  weak  and  wicketf 
enough  to  wiih  themfelves  thither  again.  And  why  ? 
becaufe,  in  a  march  of  a  fe\^  ihort  weeks  at  mod, 
through  a  wild  and  defert  country,  they  wallowed  not 
in  the  profufion  of  Egypt,  which  th-ey  were  obliged  toh 
purchafeat  the  price  of  their  liberty  and  blood. 

When  we  hear  of  fuch  an  univerfal  mutiny,  for  it 
was  not  the  murmuring  of  a  few  feftious  difcontented 
fpirits,  but  of  the  whole  congregation  of  Ifrael,  what 
have  we  not  to  fear  from  the  juft  refentment  of  a  holy 
and  righteous  God,  thus  infiilted  by  miftruft  and  un- 
belief ?  We  find  him  immediately  taking  up  the  caufe, 
and,  in  a  manner  peculiar  to  himfelf.  Wonder,  O 
heavens,  and  be  aftoniflied,  O  earth.  "  And  the 
Lord  faid  unto  Mofes,  Behold  I  will  rain**— what  ? 
Fire  and  brimftone  from  heavpn,  upon  this  generation 
of  incorrigible  rebels,  until  they  be  utterly  conlumed  ? 
No  but  "  I  will  rain  bread  from  heaven,  upon  you/' 
Is  this  thy  manner  with  men,  O  Lord  God  ?  Surely, 

«  it 
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•*  it  is  of  tlry  mercy  we  arc  not  gonfumedj  becaufe 
thy  compaflions  fail  not/' 

The  hiftorical  fa6t  whiqh  follows*  as  the  aecomplifh- 
snent  of  this  promife,  13  one  of  the  moft  finguUr  upon, 
record ;  and  fo  mixes  itfelf  with  the  leading  objefts  of 
the  New  Teftament  difpemation,  that  it  well  merits  a 
feparate  and  particular  consideration. 

Being  arrived  at  another  of  the  great  epochas,  or 
periods  of  ancient  hiftory,  the  going  out  of  Egypt ; 
we  fhall  piake  a  brief  recapitulation  oi  the  whole, 
from  the  beginning.     The  firft  great  period  of  the 
hiftory  of  the  world,  is  from  the  creation  down  to 
the  deluge  ;  containing  the  fpace  of  one  thoufand  fix 
hundred    ^id    fifty*fix  years ;    and  a  fucceilion  of 
eight  lives,  fyoni  Adam,  to  the  fix  hundredth  year  of 
Noah.     The  fecpnd  is,  from  the  flood  tp  the  calU 
ing  of  Abraham,  and  contains  four  hundred  and 
twenty-feven  years ;   and  a  fucceffion  of  ten   lives, 
from  the  hundred  and  eighth  year  of  Shem,  the  fon 
of  Noah,  to  the  fevcnty-fifth  pf  Abraham,  the  father 
and  fpiinder  of  the  JewiiH  nation ;  fix  of  the  patriarchs, 
3|fter  the  flood,  being  now  dead,  Noah,  Phaleg,  Rehu, 
Serug,  Nahor,  and  Terah ;  and  four  of  them  flill  liv- 
ing, Shem,  Arphaxad,  Salah,  and  Heber.    So  that  one 
ii£,  that  of  Shem,  ^onne&s  the  antediluvian  world, 
and  the  call  of  Abraham.     For  he  was  ninety-eight 
years  old  before  the  flood  came  ;  and  lived  till  Abra-^ 
^am  was  one  hundred  and  fifty,  and  Ifaac  fifty  ye^irs 
old.     The  third  grand  peribd  of  the  world,  containing 
four  hundred  ai^d  thirty  years,  commences  on  the  fif- 
teenth day  of  tl)e  month  Abib,  which  anfwers  to  the 
end  of  our  April,  or  the  beginning  pf  May.    And  fome 
learned  chronologifts  have  undertaken  to  prove,  from 
the  fcripture  hiftory  and  aftronomical  calculations,  that 
Abraham  departed  from  Haran,  the  pafcjial  lamb  was 
facrificed  in  Egypt,  and  Chrift  expired  upon  the  crofs, 
as  the  propitiation  for  the  fins  of  the  world,  on  Calva- 
ry, in  the  idei^tical  month  of  the  year,  day  of  the 
pionth,  and  hour  and  minute  of  the  day.     This  pe* 

^riod 


riod  coxitains  a  fucceffion  of  -fevett  lively  including 
Abraham's,  irom  his  fev.ejaty-6fth  year  to  the  eighti* 
cth  of  the  life  of  i^lofesi. 

From  the  creation,  the^ni^  to  tljie  ffxodas,  is  the  fpacc 
erf  two  thoufand  fiv«  hundred  and  thirteen  years, 
and  a  fucceffion  of  twe»ty.ibur  lives.  The  date  of 
this  event,  in  relation  to  .other  important  and  well 
known  events  in  the  hiftory  of  mankind.  Hands  as 
follows :  it  happened  after  the  death  of  Abraham, 
jthree  tiundre^  and  thirty  years.  After  the  death  of 
Ifaac,  two  hundred  and  twenty-five.  After  the  death 
of  Jacob,  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight.  After  the 
death  of  Jofeph,  one  hundred  and  forty-four*  Before 
the  deftruftion  of  Troy,  about  three  hundred.  Be- 
fore the  firll  Olympiad,  or  the  earlieft  reckoning  of 
time  among  the  Greeks,  feven  hundred  and  fourteen^ 
Before  the  building  of  the  temple,  when  the  Ifra-elit- 
ifti  glory  was  in  its  ;zenijth,  five  hundred  and  fix. 
Before  the  Babylonifh  captivity,  nine  hundred  wd 
fixty-three*  Before  the  building  of  Rome,  feven  hyor 
4red  and  thirty-eight.  Before  Chrift:  was  born  ^ 
Bethlehem,  one  thojufand  five  hundred  fifty-one^ 
Before  the  ptefent  year  I793>  three  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  forty-foun 

What  is  the  conclufion  of  the  whole  matter  ?  "  A 
thoufand  years,"  O  Lord,  "  in  thy  fight  are  but  as  yet 
terday  when  it  is  paft,  and  as  a  watch  in  the  night/- * 
^*  Our  fathers,  where  are  they  ?  the  prqpbels,  do  they 
live  forever  ?'^  **  Seeing  then  that  all  thefe  things  (hall 
be  diflblved,  what  manner  of  perfons  ought  ye  to  be 
in  all  holy  converfation  and  godlinefs;  looking  for  and 
hading  unto  the  coming  of  the  day  of  God,  wherein 
the  heavens  being  on  fire  /Hall  be  diflblved,  and  the  el- 
ements fliall  melt  with  fervent  heat  ?  Neverthelcfs  we, 
according  to  his  promife,  look  for' new  heavens  and  a 

new  earth,  wherein  dwelleth  righteoufnefs.*'t     "So 

teach  us  to  number  our  days,  that  we  may  apply  our 

hearts  unto  wifdom/*  J  "  Many  fliall  come  from  the  eafl: 

'  and 

-    '^  Plal.  xc  ^         f  2  Pet.  iii.  II,  12,  13.        X  Pfal.  ^c.  I2^ 
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and  weft,  and  (haR  lit  do^ix*  mch  Abraham,  Ifaac  and 
Jacob  in  the  kingdbffl  of  heaven.***  *•  The  law  was  giv- 
en by  Mofes,  but  grace .  and  truth'  came  by  Jems 
Chrift.**f  "  And  he  that  /at  upon  the  throne  faid.  Be- 
hold, I  make  all  things  new.**  **  He  which  teftifieth 
thefe  things  faith.  Sorely,  I  come  quickly.  Arnqn, 
Even  fo,  come.  Lord  Jefus*'*J 

*  lAkXp  Tui»  I  u       t  Jo>^  »•  X  7*       X  Re^*  xxii.  2€^ 
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LECTURE      Xlfl. 

ixo&us  xvi*  IX— 15. 

And  the'  Lord /pake  unto  Mofes^  faying^  I  have  heard  tht 
murmurings  of  the  chitdfen  of  Ifrael ;  f^eak  unto  ihertii 
fayingy  At  even  yefhall  eatflejh^  and  in  the  morning  y& 
Jball  be  filed  with  bread ;  and  yefhall  know  that  I  am  ' 
the  Lord  your  God.  And  it  came  to  pafs^  that  at  even 
the  quails  came  up^  and  covered  the  camp  :  and  in  the 
morning  the  dew  lay  round  aboiit  the  hoji.  And  when 
the  dew  that  lay  was  gone  upy  behold^  upon  the  face  of 
the  wildernefs  there  lay  afmall  round  things  as  fmall 

.  as  the  hoarfrofl  on  the  ground.  And  when  the  chil- 
dren of  Ifrael  faw  it^  theyfaid  one  to  another^  It  is  man- 
fia :  for  they  vji/i  not  what  it  was.  And  Mofes  faii 
unto  them^  This  is  the  bread  which  the  Lord  hath  giveM 
you  to  eat. 

JMaN,  corapofed  of  body  and  fpirit,  is  giving  con- 
tinual indication  of  the  origin  from  which  he  fprings. 
His  creative  imagination,  his  penetrating  underftand- 
ing,  his  quicknefs  of  apprehenfion,  loftinefs  of  thought, 
eagernefs  of  defire,  fondnefs  of  hope  ;  nay,  even  hi« 
ered  figure,  and  a  countenance  turned  upward  to  the 
ikies,  befpeak  him  the  fon  of  God,  into  whofe  nof- 
trils  Jehovah  has  breathed  the  breath  of  life,  and 
whom  he  has  framed  ^fter  his  own  image.  On  the 
other  hand,  appetites  perpetually  craving  a  fupply  out 
of  the  earth  ;  the  law^  of  his  nature,  which  Itretcheg 
him  in  a  ftate  of  infenfibility  upon  the  lap  of  his 

mother^ 
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mother,  for  one  third  of  his  exiftencc,  in  order  to 
fupport  the  employments  of  the  other  two  ;  and  ra- 
tional powers  fubjeScd  to  the  will  of  fenfe,  fhew  us 
a  creature  taken yr<?;»  the  duft  of  the  ground,  always 
dependent  upon  it,  a^d  haftening  to  return  thither- 
ward again. 

Provideace  permits  us  not  for  a  moment  to  forget 
who  and  whence  we  are.  Have  we  laboured  an  hour 
or  two  p  Hunger  and  thirft  and  w^rinefs  irrefiftibly 
draw  us  to  the  grofier  elements  of  which  we  are  com- 
pounded. A  little  bread  and  water  having  difpenfed 
their  nourifliing  virtue,  ia  fliort  fleep  having  reftored 
OUT  wafted  powers,  thf  foul  ftarts  up  into  confcions 
immortality,  it  fprings  forward  to  eternity,  grafps  the 
globe,  expatiates  from  fpher^  to  fphere,  afcends  to 
the  throne  of  God  hin^fclf.  At  one  time,  we  behold 
a  grovelling  contemptible  h^gy  all  body,  abforbed 
in  the  low  and  grofs  defire  pf  the  moment,  a  fit  com- 
panion to  the  beafts  that  perifh  ;  and  anon  we  fee  that 
very  fame  wretched  creature  becoming  all  fpirit, 
leaving  the  e^rlh  behind  him,  mixing .  with  angels, 
and  holding  fellowfiiip  with  the  Father  of  fpirits. 

Religion  is  conftantly  aiming  at  the  reftoration  of 
our  fallen  nature,  \%  ftijl  exerting  her  quickening  power 
to  raife  the  b^aftial  into  rational,  the  rational  into  di- 
vine ;  fhe  gracioufly  employs  herfelf  in  gradually  de- 
taching us  from  things  feen  and  temporal,  and  in  unit- 
ing us  to  thofe  which  are  unfeen  ^nd  are  eterna^.  The 
world,  on  the  contrary,  is  as  conftantly  ftriving  to  dcr 
grade,  to  deprefs,  to  extinguifl^  the  immortal  princi- 
ple, and  to  fink  the  man  in  the  brute,  Hence  we  fee 
the  worldling  dreaming  of  much  goods  laid  up  for 
jnany  years,  endeavourmg  to  confer  duration  even 
upon  his  fenfuality ;  while  Chrift  teacheth  his  difci- 
ples  to  pray,  faying,  "  Give  us  this  day  our  daily 
bread.*'  And  by  this  admonition,  he  powerfully 
checks  immoderate  anxiety  about  the  future.  *'  There- 
fore, I  fay  unto  you,  take  no  thought  for  your  life, 
what  ye  fhall  eat^  ox  what  ye  Ihall  drink  j  nor  yet 

for 
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for  your  body,  what  ye  fliall  put  on :  js  not  the  life 
inOre  than  meat,  and  the  body  than  raiment  ?  Behold 
the  fowls  of  the  air  :  for  they  fow  not,  neither  do  they 
reap,  noi*  gather  into  bams  ;  yet  your  heavenly  Fa- 
ther feedeth  themi;  Are  ye  not  much  better  than 
theyr* 

To  teach  inen  their  conftant  dependence,  their 
provifion  is  bellowed  in  a  gradual,  daily  fupply ;  not 
in  heaps  but  in  handfuls.  And  when  God  was  pleaf* 
ed  miraculoufly  to  feed  Ifrael  in  the  \irildernefs  for 
forty  years  together,  the  food  of  every  day  came  in 
its  day.  All  attempts  to  hoard  were  defeated.  Every* 
one's  portion  was  fufficiently  ample ;  and  accumula- 
tion became  a  nuifance  inftead  of  wealth* 

Men,  under  the  impulfe  of  their  paffions  fliiggilhly 
crawl,  or  eagerly  run  to  the  objefts  of  their  purfuit ; 
but  God  is  ever  advancing  towards  his  in  the  fame 
fteady,  majeftic  pace.  When  we  hear  of  the  tirth  of 
Mofes,  the  deliverer  of  Ifrael,  we  immediately  conclude, 
that  the  time  of  their  redemption  is  now  at  hand. 
But  behold  forty  years  elapfe  before  a  fingle  effort 
is  made  for  this  purpofe.  And,  it  is  then  the  fee- 
ble effort  of  a  folitary  individual  to  avenge  a  pri-^ 
vate  wrong  ;  while  the  general  enfranchifement  feems 
rather  retarded  than  accelerated  by  it  ;  and  an- 
other period  of  forty  years  paffes,  without  one  ap- 
parent ftep  taken  towards  public  liberty.  The  fet- 
ters of  Egypt  are  at  length  broken,*  and  Ifrael  is  en- 
larged ;  but  the  pofTelfion  of  Canaan  is  ftill  at  a  dif- 
tance  ;  and  a  third  fpace  of  forty  years  confumes  that 
whole  generation  in  the  wildernefs  ;  and  Mofes,  their 
conduftor,  dies  at  the  age  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
years,  before  the  fole  of  one  foot  enters  into  the  land 
of  promife,  as  a  poflTeffion.  So  unlike  are  the  precon- 
ceptions of  erring  men  to  the  defigns  of  the  infinitely 
wife  God. 

'    When  we  behold  that  vafl:  congregation,  by  fuch  a 
jdifplay  of  Omnipotence  refcued  from  bondage,  con- 
duced 

♦  Matt.  vi.  25,  26. 
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rfudedibxough.tbe  Red  Sea,  made  to  irliHnph  o^fx 
«U  their  jeneime^t  we  are  z^X  to  cpxiiider  them  as  tJbie 
feiYiiurites  of  Heaveja,  deftiued  to  peribiial  honourf 
aad  poiTeffions^  But  the  eveiw  teaches  us  tp  jcorjreft 
pur  hafty  judgment,  and  mftrxids  us  that  not  the  pari^ 
ticular  interelts  of  individuals,  but  the  great  intereftf 
of  the  church  of  God,  are  the  care  of  Heaven  j  that, 
though  Aaron  and  hi$  fom  UJay  die,  the  pridOchood 
ever  lives  ;  and  that  while  propaet  after  prophet  re* 
tires,  it  is  only  to  make  room  for  the  Prince  ,amd 
Lord  of  all  the  prophets* 

Of  little  confequence  is  it  to  obtain  ppfTeifion  of 
expected  good,  unlefs  we  be  fitted  for  the  enjoy?- 
ment  of  it.  A  nation  of  ilaves  was  unqualified  to  e^ 
^rcife  the  rights  and  to  enjoy  the  privileges  of  citizens. 
Ifrael  had  no  existence  in  Egypt  but  merely  a  natural 
one.  They  had  no  civil  confUtution.,  no  Jaws^  na 
government.  To  have  been  conduded  diredj^  tft 
£anaan  in  fuch  a  ftate  had  been  the  reverfe  pf  a  beiw 
efit.  Providence  therefore  thought  proper  to  employ 
a  feries  of  years  in  the  wildernefs,  in  training  the  peoi* 
pie  for  empire,  in  modelling  a  governnvent  luitable  t<> 
their  future  condition,  and  by  enadUng  wife  laws,  rjgji 
peding  both  religion  and  civil  polity,  prepared  tbeiQ 
for  that  exalted  rank  which  they  were  tp  hold  am^ng 
the  nations ;  and  that  duration  of  power  and  impoxj- 
tance,  with  which  the  falvation  of  the  whole  humai^ 
race  was  fo  ciofely  connefted.  Thus  the  eternal  ^tr 
cree  makes  the  poffeflipn  of  the  heavenly  Canasm  fure 
to  every  heir  of  glory  ;  which  decree,  the  juftifying 
grace  and  adopting  love  of  his  heavenly  Father  de?- 
clare  and  confirm  ;  but  he  i§  not  brought  home  to 
his  Father's  houfe  above,  till  through  the  fchopl  of 
difcipline,  and  by  the  Spirit  of  holinefs,  he  is  *'  made 
meet  to  be  a  partaker  of  the  inheritance  of  the  faints 
in  h^ght." 

Men,  through  impatience  and  peevifhnefs,  mifs  the 
very  end  at  which  they  aim.  Canaan  flies  but  the  far- 
irher  off,  from  being  grafped  at  too  foon.   The  homely 

^         provifioik 
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proTiiion  brcxuglit  from  EgypJt  was  bow  Sgtsu  ;  thf 
TOilk  and  iioney  of  Canaan  were  niort  yet  beftowed* 
The  wildernefo  naturally  produced  nothing  for  jfood, 
Jiardly  iKatier  to  q,uencii  their  thirft  The  wonders  of 
^yi>t,  the  parting  of  the  Red  Sea,  the  fweetening  of 
.  the  bitter  waters  of  Marab,  all^  ^11  i$  forgotten  the  ma* 
went  diftrefs  come;^  upon  xhsxQ,.  •"  And  jthe.whole 
congregation  of  tiie<diildr*en  of  Hiael  niurmured  agati^ 
>Io&s  and  Aarom  in  the  wildernei^.''  God  immediate- 
ly takes  up  the  caufeas  his  own ;  JDUt  inllead  of  exptelT-* 
ing  the  refentment  of  an  infulted  fovereign  and.  bene- 
^^r,  declares  :his  gracious  refc^lution  to  overcome 
this  ungracious  fpirit,  !by  compliance  and  kindnefs  % 
;uid  men,  unworthy  of  the  meaneit  earthly  fare,  ha^ 
a  pFomife  of  a  daily  Ji^pply  of  bread^om  ieaven.  But 
;is  God  does  not  ^ ways  withhold  in  difpleafure,  fo  ha 
does  not  always  ^gjant  from  love*  When  Providence 
deigns  toandulge  the  luimour^  and  gratify  .the  lufts  of 
men,  it  is  far,  very  fer?rom  being  a  token  for  good. 
Apromife  of  bread  in  the  morning  is  precious  infor- 
.  mation ;  but  the  addition  of  flelh  to  ihe  full  m  jthe 
evening  w<ears  o'aidier  theappearani:e.of  a  threatening* 
When  our  deflre&  exceed  the  bounds  of  wifdom,  the 
accompUihai^nt,  tnot  the  difeppointment  of  4iiem,  be** 
jEomes  our  puni&ment. 

It  is  remarkable  .too,  that  the  luxurious  part  of 
their  demand  was  granted  before  that  which  was  nee- 
jsiTary:*  The  quails  .came  in  the  evening  ;  the  manna 
appeared  not  till  the  next  morning,  ^[nother  proof, 
chat  the  fupply  granted  Sowed  not  from  unmixed 
afie&ion. 

Without  going  at  prefent  into  any  of  the  critical 
inquiries  which  have  been  purfued,  refpefting  either 
the  name  or  the  nature  of  this  wonderful  bread,  wc 
proceed  to  make  a  few  pradical  obfervations  upon  if ^ 
founded  upon  the  letter  of  the  hiftory,  as  it  ftands  in 
our  bible. 

Firft.     Then  and  then  only  is  faith  wanrauted  tq 

:pea  rdief  from  a  miracle,  when  means  .have  been 

tried 
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tried  'Without  effe6k  ;  or,  when  we  are  in  fuch  a  fitua- 
tion,  that  no  means  caiif  be  ufed  with  a  probability  of 
fuccdfe.  If  Gad  in  his  providence  has  brought  us  in- 
to the  wildernefs,  where  no  corn  can  grow,  where^no 
water  flows,  we  may  reafonably  took  tor  an  interpofi- 
tion  from  above  for  our  fupport,  which  we  fhould 
cxpe£t  in  vain  in  a  land  of  corn  and  vineyards* 
Where  there  is  a  field  for  the  exercife  of  forefightj 
induftry  and  diligence,  we  tempt  God  inftead  of  hon-^ 
curing  him,  when  we  caft  our  work,  and  not  our 
care,  upon  him.  And  yet  it  is  not  uncommon  to  fee 
a  liftlefs,  indolent  difpofition,  wanting  to  pafs  itfelf 
for  reliance  on  the  goodnefs  of  Heaven.  Herod  de- 
fired  to  fee  Chrift  merely  in  the  view  of  gratification  ta 
an  idle  curiofity  m  hope  of  feeing  a  miracle  perform- 
ed ;  but  his  motive  being  wrong  and  unworthy,  his 
defire  was  not  indulged*  The  rharifees,  from  a  cap- 
tious, unbelieving  fpirit,  ternpted  Chrift,  '*  afking  a 
fign  from  heaven  ;**  but  though  figns  innumerable 
were  every  day  exhibited  in  compaffion  to  the  mifera* 
ble  and  condefcenfion  to  the  weak,  no  fign  but  that 
*'  of  the  prophet  Jonas,*'  was  given  to  th€  felf-con- 
ceited  infidel.  Jehovah  performs  the  wonders  of 
his  power  and  goodnefs,  neither  to  fave  the  exertions 
of  the  lazy,  nor  to  tickle  the  imaginations  of  the  cu- 
rious. His  objeft  is  not  to  make  mea  ftare  and  won^ 
der,  but  to  do  them  good. 

Secondly.  Man*s  happieft  eftate  is  to  feel  his  dai- 
ly, conftant  dependence  upon  his  Maker,  atid  to  fee 
the  regular  promifed  fupply  evincing  the  truth  and 
faithfulnefs  of  its  bountiful  Author.  With  a  monitor 
for  God  prelfing  in  upon  us  through  every  avenue  of 
the  foul,  we  are  neverthelefs  apt  to  be  inattentive  and 
unthankful.  It  is  therefore  an  inftance  of  great 
goodnefs,  when  God  is  pleafed  to  force  himfelf  upon 
t>ur  thoughts,  and  to  invite  us  to  communion  wifh 
*'  the  Father  of  our  fpirits,"  in  the  commerce  of  a 
conftant  habitual  friendfhip.  Here  then  the  poor  have 
iafinitely  the  advantage  over  the  rich.     They  fee,  or 

they 
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tfaey  are  blind  iiwfeed^  they  fee  their  ^^  dry  morfel  and 
their  dinner  of  herbii/^  coming  at  the  ejected  hour 
from  the  bounty  of  indulgent  Heaven.  They  are  not 
fuffered  to  be  carelefs,  impious  and  ^ngratefuL  Their 
homely  fare  is  garniihed  and  feafoned  with  what  gold 
cannot  pttrchafe,  nor  power  compel,  the  gentle  whif- 
pers  of  a  Father's  loVe,  the  kindly  welcome  of  an  af- 
fe&ionate  friends  And  yet  the  bulk  of  mankind  is 
flriving  and  ftraining  to  get  out  of  this  happy  (late  ; 
eagerly  catching  at  a  (ituation  which  would  infallibly 
betray  them  into  felf-fufficiency,  infolence  and  irre- 
Ugion.  That  proud  word^  independence ^  is  continually 
in  their  mouths,  and  the  thing  itfelf  is  in  their  hearts  ;. 
not  confidering,  that  the  red  happinefs  of  man  con- 
fids  in  mutual  connexion  and  dependence,  and  that 
the  glory  and  felicity  of  every  rational  being  is  found- 
ed upon  union  with,  and  a  fenfe  of  his  conftant  and 
entire  dependence  on  his  Creator* 

Thirdly.  No  fiilnefs  and  no  excellency  of  created 
comforts  will  produce  real  happinefs  to  rational  be- 
ings, without  the  aid  of  religion.  During  the  abode  of 
Ifrael  in  Egypt,  the  obfervance  of  the  fabbath  had  been 
greatly  neglefted,  if  not'  altogether  difufed.  The  re- 
ligious principle  of  courfe  muft  have  been  much  weak,-* 
ened,  if  not  wlioUy  deftroyed.  There  was  nothing 
done,  then,  till  this  matter  was  re-eftabliflied.  For 
there  can  be  no  good  government  but  what  is  found- 
ed upon  religion ;  and  religion  cannot  long  exifl:  in  any 
degree  of  either  fervour  or  purity,  where  no  attention 
is  paid  to  the  Lord's  day.  Providence,  therefore,  em- 
ployed a  certain  method  to  point  out  that  day  to  Ifrael, 
and  to  enforce  the  obferVance  of  it.  On  that  day  no 
manna  fell.  But,  to  compenfate  the  fSiilure,  a  double 
quantity  was  given  the  day  before  j  and  the  manna  of 
that  day,  contrary  to  its  ufual  cuftom,  retained  its 
fweetnefs  during  the.  fabbath  :  it  neither  melted  away, 
nor  became  putrid.   But,  alas !  long  difufe  had  fo  much  ^ 

diminifhed  public  refped  for  the  ordinance,  that  a 
difcipline  of  forty  years  is  fcarcely  fufficient  to  reftore  • 
Vol.  m.  .     M  it 
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it  to  its  satfikmt  dignity  and  eftkmatiail.r  The  reftsaiats 
of  religion  are  bo  €ncrQaehinem&  on.  human  fi3Deit}fU 
^  The  fabbaih  Wtf  made  for  man/*  a  feafon  of  rdft 
ior  his  bod^r^  ^  feafoa  o£  confcaxipbtion  for  his  mmd^ 
It  was  intended  to  be  his  comfort,  as  a  citizen  of  this: 
world }  and  his  condition  as  a  candidate  fee  another 
conntry^  that  is,  an  heaTent7.y  ia  Gk>£eLy  conne&ed  vdtb 
it*  Can  the  great  God  be  honoured  by  our  reftiDg 
from  the  ulbal  emplbyments  of  life  for  a  fevenl^  part 
of  our  time  I  Surely  not  ^  but  God  is  honoisred  andt 
'  glorified,  when  man  is^  maJe  wife^  good  and  happy. 

Fourth^.  The  foiiy  and  pexni^erfettefs  of  men  ochib-i 
it  a  melancholy  contraft  to  the  wiJdom  and  goodoffiefts^^ 
ef  God.  The  pxomife  o£  the  Ahrngbty  gaxi^e  fuU  af-^ 
&rance  o£  x  daBy,.  certain^  Abated  *fupply.  But  ^ther 
^ough  miftrufl  at  one  time  they  atiem.pt  to  hoard  ap< 
tD«<norroVs  pro^iiosn  from  the  fuperafbundanoe  o£  tOi^ 
day  J  or,  through  impiety  at  another^  tiwy  violate  the 
divine  appoinetment^  by  gooasg:  out  to  gather  oa  that 
day  when  they  were  exprefsky  affuved  ^ey  needed  tcft 
expe&  none*  Thus  we  are  always  dcdng  too  Ettle  enr 
too  much;,  impatiently  and  hnpetnonily  ouJtrnnning 
Providence,  or  fluggiffaFy  aaftd  carde;&ly  lagging  be* 
hind,  hndi  what  d&  we  get.  to  ouKfeives^  in  ekher* 
cafe,  bnt  ch£tppointmentand  di&onour  ?  The  man  wb> 
df^ently  labouxed  to  accmmikte  fotr  fire  days  of  tfae^ 
week,  when  he  looks  upon^  his  ftore^  finds  he  ha&  been, 
treafuring  up  ta  hdrnfiaJf  nothing  bnt  ftench  and  putre-* 
hkO^voVk ;  and  the  Ifraelite  who  prefomptuouily  trufbed 
his-  fabbath-day's  emertainmeoL  t0'  the  manna  of  that 
day,  mnft  &iit  for  hiis  foUy- 

Fifthly w  Obforve  the  cai?e  of  Providtence  to  prcferwet 
among  this  highly  fovc^red  people  a  conftant  fon&  of 
ihei/r  eq^oality.  All.  bad  their  conftant  fupply  i  everyr 
one  wa&  entitled  to  his  &ir  proportion  ;*  and  no  good 
urpofe  did  it  anfwer  to  grafp  at  a  doubte  portioiiw 
or  the  handwhich  miraculoully  rained d)9wn  this  h^ST'* 
e«ily  bread,  miraculoiafly  modified  it  to  every  one's  ufe* 
*^  He  who  gathered  maijch  had  nothing  aver,  and:  he 

that 


I 


tt6±.  tMi  iii^  of  M^i  i$9 

that  gathered'lkdelvad  m>  IzckJ*  Ncfw  if  M  stttend* 
ter  t&e  aomiaxQii  of  Provrderoeto  tfai»  day,  smd  m  evorjr 
ftate  of  tha  ^^orFdy  Tfe  Sus^\  fiiid  the  feme  equalkjs  of 
dB(hril>ttdoii}  ftitt  go^kig  oa^  A  moo  has Jiifti  iffrhajfc  he^ 
tti€»  and  .ms^  nwris.  Witfe  a  cHeft  full  of  gold,  he  ha« 
a  defire  to  eat  but  twice  or  thrice  a  day  at  moit*  Witb 
ar  tfaofttfadsidi  iints  ol  adpa^  in  Ms  i^rafdtobe,  be  can 
Uferbnti  ai»a«  athne.  Hisi&eig&bour^ therefore^  wh^ 
haft  but  t)i]le  dhmffr,  arid  ofl«  ebai!  ^  once^,  is,  upon  t]&r 
tvirole,  juft  as  siehi  as  lie*  Bi^oRd  wiuat  liatnura  re« 
qpaimsy  reafefltt  aipproves,  aird  the  Almighty  crowiis* 
\f ith  his  bLsffin^^  ail  is  childlQar  and  fanftaftkaL  ^^  Ther^ 
is  tha*faaffelet«thyandyet  iircueafeth ;.  and  there  is  that 
xfic^holdesh  mcyre;  than  is  meet},  but  it  tendeth  to  pov^* 
er^/*  *  If  t}hi»  vnsre  fleit  and  underflJbod  as  it  o^ght, 
we  fhemki;  fee  lefeeagernefsvi^apacity  and  felfi£bne&  ixt 
ORtd  paitt  €^  m^kind,  and  kfs  unthaakfttlQ3e&  and  dif* 
conteint  m  a^Kittlher. 

.  Sfccthiy*  BiaA  dae^  danger  o£  giviig  way^  to-a  light, 
liyantbn^  JandM  dtipofition.  £ven^  manna  pleafed  not 
lof^g*  An  ioBoagiflatiQa  filled  with  the  hixurious'  dain^r 
ties  oi  Egjipty  firan  Ipurncd  at  it,  as  "  light  btead*"^ 
There  is  no  end  to  wifhiog»  and  defirmg-  lynadnlter- 
9bed  t^aMte  cfaY«»  bnt  Uitle,  antl  is  not  difficult  to 
pllcafc  Bbt  (Mice  give  the  rein*  to  fancy,  and  the 
itealth  of  CoBcdSda,  the:  magnificence  of  Solomon^  the 
elegaiAce  of  LttcurUosy  and  the  luxury  of  Heliogabftlus:^ 
tHU  foon;£kmk  aBx£  be  defpifedl  M/en  ate.angqls'  food,, 
and  loci^hed.it.  Of  wMt  impottance  then  mia&  it  be^ 
tD«  check  in  ourfdv^^  and  to  reprefsi  hi  thofe  whofe 
"Virtfltt^afflwi  bappinefs  are  entruifed^to  our  dare,  the  firft 
V/orkings  of  ai  wild  and  £mtaflical  appetite.  Children, 
canniofe  be  tod  fmaply  clothed  and  fed.  SoKcit  the 
palate  by  delicacseSy  afu£  you  kiodlle  a  fire  inr  the  mt^ 
agination  to' which  no  wealth  (jan  adminiiler  a  fuffi^ 
ckat  fiippliyr  of  fuel,  which  r^o  reafoa  can  keep  within 
bpundoi^  which,  will  certainly  pirodttce  a  thoufand  real^ 
evife,  and  render  the  poifeOion  of  the  real  felicities  qfi 
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Hfe  taftelefs  iand  infipid.  Teach  young  ones  to  valuer 
themfelves  on  drefe^  and  appearance,  and  yoa  under-^ 
mine  the  fabric  of  their  trueconfequ^nce*  Inpropox-- 
tton  as  you  lead  them  ta  derive  their  importance  from 
the  adorning  of  their  bodies,  you  ftl4p. and  expofe 
their  minds* 

Seventhly..  The  fame  Power  which  Gdrrupted  the 
manna  on. the.  fecond  day,  and  which  preferved  it  fronij 
corruption,  ^very  fevaitb  day,  commanded  a  fmalt 
portion  to- be.  laid  up,,  Son  a  memorial  to  future  gener- 
ations ;  and  for  that  peurpofe  misaculnufly  kept  it  in 
its  original  ft  ate  of  fweetnefs  and-  perfediom.  In  thi» 
we  fee  the  abfblute  fub]ie£Uon  of  all  things  to  the  will 
of  God.  They  grow  and  decay^  they  continue  and 
pafs  away,,  they  live  and  perifh,  JAift  as  he  will.  "  I 
know  that  thou^  wilt  biiing  me  to  death,  and  to  the 
houfe  appointed  for  all  living:' *^  "And,  I  know  that 
my  Redeemer  liveth,  and  that  he  fliall  ftand  at  the  lat- 
ter day  upon  the  earth.  And  thoiigfr  after  my  Ada 
worma  deftr4>y  this  body,  yet  in  my  flefli  fhallT  fee: 
God."  No  power  nor  Ikill  can  redeem  the  body 
from  the  power  of  the  grave  y.  the  arm  of  an  archan-; 
gel  is  unable  to  confine,  it  there. 

Finally*  The  mann^^  from  heaven  i»  likewife  aiv 
image  of  better  things^  to  com^e.-  The  bread  of  angels* 
could  not  confer  immortality  ®n  thofe  who  did  eat  it : 
but  "  the  true  bread  which  cam^e  down  from  heaven,'^ 
communicates  eternal  life  to  all  who  partake  of  it» 
But  the  words  of  our  Saviour  himfelf  will  beft  explain 
this  fubjefl:.  "  Jefus  faith  unto  them,  I  am  the  bread, 
of  life  ;:  be  that  cometh  to  me  fhall  nev€r  hunger,  and 
he  that  believeth  on  me  fliall  never  thirfl:.  Verily^ 
verily,  I  fay  unto  you,  he  that  believeth  on  me  hath* 
everlafting  life.  I  am.  that  bread  of  life.  Your  fa- 
Aers  did  eat  manna  in  the  wildernefs  and  are  dead.' 
This  is  the  bread  which  cometh  down  from  heaven, 
th»t  a  man  may  eat  thereof  and  ,not  die.  I  am  the 
living  bread  whddit  came  down  from  heaven.  If  any 
-jftan  eat  of  this  bread,  he  Ihall  live  for  ever  ;  and  the. 

bread 


4):fead -which  IwilVgive  is  my  flefli,  wKich  I  wHl  give 
JFor  the  life  of  the  world;.  .  The  Jews,  therefore,  ftrove 
among  themfelves,  faying^  How' can  this  man  give  us 
his  flefh  to  eat?  Then  JdEus.  faki  unto  them,  Verily, 
.  verily,  I  fay  unto  you,  except  ye  eat  the  flefli  and 
drink  the  blood  of  the  Son  of  Man,  ye  Jiave  no  life 
•in  you. :  Whofo  eateth  my  'fldh  and  drinketh  my 
blood,  hathetetnal  life ;  and  I  will  raife  him  up  at  the 
iaft '  day^  iox  my  flefh  is  meat  4ndeed,  and  my  blood 
is  dcink  indeed.  '  He  that  eateth  my  flefh  and  drinlc- 
vCth  my  blood,  4welkthin  me,  and  J  in  him:**  "As 
'.the  living  vPather  hath  fent  me,  and  I  Hire  by  the  Fa- 
ther, fonejthat  eateth  me>  even  he  (hall  live  by  me. 
This  is  the  bread  which  came  down  from  heaven^ 
not  as  your  fathers  did  .^tt  manna,  and  are  dead.  He 
that  eateth  .of  this  .bread  ihall  live  for  :ever."  * 

Having  thus  iiiiiflied  the  Courfeof  Ledures  pro- 
f>ofed  for  this  feafon,!f  what  remains,  hut  that  with  a 
gi:ateful  heart  I  firft  acknowledge  the  great  goodnefs 
^of  Almighty  God,  who  has  gradosafiy  lent  health  and 
ftrength  for  carrying  ^n  ^his  undertaking  thus  far.  If  ^ 
.any  favour  ef  divine  things  has  been  felt,  or  commu-  . 
nicated  ;  if  fcripture  truth  has,  to  any^  been  fet  in  a 
new  or  an  agreeable  light ;  if  a  tafte  for  facred  reading 
.and  meditation  has  been  cbnveyed,;  if  the  connexion 
between  the  Old  and  New  Teftament  has  been  pointed 
#ut,  and  impreded  upon  any  heart ;  and,  if  the  young 

■  •    in  ■ 

*  Jolin  vi.  47,  Sec, 

\  For  the  rcalbh  affigned,  when  thefe  difcourfes  were  firft  fubmit- 
ted  to  the  public^  eye,  fbme  o£^e  pccaiional  addreffes  from  the  pulpit 
iwere  retained  m  the  publicaltoa.  Bwt  the  Ledtui'es  of  a  feafbn  Rot  cor- 
^refponding  exactly  to  tlie  Jifual  fize  of «  vokme,  it  became  at  leogth^ 
matter  of  doubt,  whether  thefe  addreffes  fliould.be  ahogether  fuppreff- 
<d,  tnodellcd  into  a  more  proper  diftioa  and  ftatrcJn  from  the  prels,  or 
given  exa^aiy  in  the  order  and  vrOrds  in  which  they  were  deHvered- 
The  doubt  iffued  in  refoliring  upon  the  laft*  This  Ledure'cohclud- 
:ed  the  Courfe  of  the  Spring,  1783.  The  Courfe  of  the  enfuing  feafon 
-commenced  with  that  which  follows.  Perhaps  it  was  unncceiTary  to 
fay  (o  much,  in  explanation  of  a  matter  fo  little  important  as  the  com* 
filnfion  of  one  difcourfe  and  the  introdu<5tion  to  another* 


in  particular  ha^e  1)een  mducecl^  by  uny  diing  i&id  m 
this  place,  to  think  fbor  thernfelycs,  and  to  compare 
fpiritMal  things  with  Ipiritvuail  ;-F-the  l^cfikurcr  ha^ 
gained  his  end,  and  is  dready  in  ppiSbflion  of  his  rcr 
^ard«  The  praifc  he  cheerfutiy  renders  to  Ifim  to 
ivhom  it  belo^St 

To  you,  my  very  de^r  firkiuk,  mj  t^iankg  are  in 
the  next  place  unqueflioaably  due,  and  are  rendered 
with  imfeigned  gratitude.  Your  pati^t  attendance 
and  candid  atteittion,  ^durinjg  fex^on  months  togetiher, 
I  ihall  ever  confidet  as  a  proof  of  attachment  tpc  moft 
Mattering  and  the  mofl:  enconraging.  Why  ftioidd  t 
conceal  my  feelings  ^n  the  pcc^rion  ?  I  esigag^d  iii 
this  undertaking,  at  firft,  with  tear  and  trcmbhng  ^  ■  t 
proceeded  with  fol lei tude  5  but  I  conclude  with  he^t- 
felt  fatisfafliion  ;  becaiife  the  cpuntenaoicc  1  have  naet 
with  encourages  me  to 'hope  that  my  labou?rs  may  have 
been  doii^ig  fome  g-ood.  If  ther,e  be  one  drcuniftaiU^ 
•which  gives  me  pain,  it  is  the  excefs  of  rfiat  liberality 
and  approbation  which  h^8  fo  far  over-cated  and  ove??- 
paid  my  icndeayaurs,  tp  convey  to  yoa  ufeful  and  pleaf-r 
ing  infl:ru£J:ion.  In  return^  all  I  can  do,  k  to  wifti  ^Knd 
pray  that  your  kindn^s  may  be  retprned  a  thoufand 
'fold. into  your  bofoms,  i?i  teoRporal,  fpiritual  and 
heavenly  bleifings.  And  now,  my  beloved  brethren, 
farewell.  To  the  grace  of  Ood  I  commend  you  all : 
evcuy  '^  to  Him  that  is  able  to  keep  you  from  falling, 
and  to  prefent  you  faultlefs  before  the  prefence  of  hi^ 
glory  with  ei^ce^^ing  joy }  even  t^  the  only  wife  God 
pur  Saviour/'*  Thai:  v^e  ibajl  never  aU  meet  jigain 
in  an  earthly  temple,  is  certain.  For  tijne  is  battening 
to  filence  the  tongue  of  the  preacher,  and  to  clpfe  the 
hearer's  ear.  Si^t  we  hjiYe  eyc^rlafting  ^confoljition  and 
good  hope,  through  grace,  of  meeting  tpgcther,  and 
i©f  worfhipping  in  that  temple,  ^  which  has  no  need 
of  the  fun,  neither  of  the  moonjj  to  ftiine  in  it ;  for  the 
glory  of  God  doth  lighten  ijt,  and  the  Lamb  is  the 
^^ht  thereof.     Arid  the  nations  of  theij^  which  arp 

^  Jude  24,  p5. 
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f&yed  ^11  waik  in  the  light  of  it ;  and  the  kings  of 
the  e?irth  do  bring  their  glory  and  honour  into  it. 
And  the  gates  of  it  (hall  not  be  ftuit  at  all  by  day  ;  for 
there  (hall  be  no  night  there.***  Let  us,  therefore, 
^'  be  ftedfaft,  unmoveab^e,  always  abounding  in  the 
work  of  the  Lord ;  forafmuch  as  we  know  that  our 
labour  is  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord."t 


*  JEtev.  xxi.  23,  24,  2$^ 
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EXODUS  xvii.  I,  2j— -5,  6, 

jind  all  the  cpngregatiori  of  the  children  of  Ifrael  journeyed 
from  the  wildernefs  of  SiUj  after  their  journies^  according 
to  the  commandment  of  the  Lord^  and  pitched  in  Rephi* 
dem :  and  ther?  was  no  water  for  the  people  to  drink. 
Wherefore  the  people  did  chide  with  ^ofes,  and  f aid 9 
Give  us  watery  that  w^  tnay  drink.  Jind  Mofesfaid 
unto  them^  Why  chide  you  with  me  ?  Wherefore  do  ye 
tempt  the  Lord  ?  Ayid  the  Lordfa\d  unto  ^ofes^  Go  on 
before  the  people ^  and  take  with  thee  (fthe  elders  of  Ifraei 
and  thy  rod^  wherewith  thoufmotejl  the  river ^  take  in 
thine  hand^  and  go.  Behold  I  'willjiand  before  thee 
there  upon  the  rock  in  Horeb  ;  and  thou  Jhalt  fmite  the 
rocky  arid  there  fhall  come  water  out  ofit^  that  the  peo^ 
pie  may  drink,  j^nd  Mofes  did  fo  in  the  fight  of  the 
elders  of  IfraeL  ^ 

i  HE  reconciliation  of  interrupted  friendfliip  is  one 
pf  the  chief  delights  of  human  life.  The  extatic 
pleafure  of  meeting  again,  ^fter  long  abfence,  perfons 
whom  we  dearly  love,  obliterates  in  a  moment  the 
pain  of  feparation  ;  and  one  hour  of  fweet  communi- 
cation compenfates  the  languor,  foljcitude,  and  gloom 
of  many  years.  After  an  interval  of  five  months,  1 
return,  to  converfe  with  Mofes,  c^nd  to  talk  of  him  to 
you,  with  the  fatisfaclion  of  one  who  has  been  upon 
a  long  journey,  and,  returning  home,  finds  again  thofe 
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jjcdiom  be  left»  tbofie  yhom  he  loyes ;  ^iid  'finds  them 
fuch  as  he  wifl>e;5  tjx^m  to  be. .  Let  us,  my  d^^ 
frieAdSy  with  increaiied  ardour,  affedion,  ^drnjiration 
and  ^r^titude,  renew  our  intipiacy  with  the  venera- 
ble man  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  fo  much  ratioja*' 
al  pleafure,'  and  for  fo  piw:h  ufeful  inftrudiQU.  Mo-^ 
je$,  tbou  pr^ng^  of  hiftpriana,  fubUmeit  of  poets,  fageft 
pf  l^giflatprs,  cleareft-fightgd  of  prophets,  n^ofl:  amiv 
able  of  men !  To  thee  we  pwe  our  knowledge  of  the 
ages  beypnd  the  flood  !  Thou  fjirft  taughteft  to  ftring 
the  faired  lyre,  and  to  ^dapt  the  high  praifes  of  God 
to  the  fenchanting  concord  of  fweej  founds.  By  thee, 
king  hx  Jeihurun,  all  fuc^Aeding  princes  have  been 
^nftruded  how  fp  govern ;  and.  Jawgsrers  are  formed 
jto  political  wifdoni  ai^d  fi^giacity,  'By.  thee,  Jews  were 
Jed  to  expeft,  ^ji4  Geutile3  are  ipncouraged  to  rejoice 
;n  Mejijs JAH,  the  great  prophet,  after  thy  fimilitude ; 
by  whpn^  ^loi^e  thou  ar(  excelledt  And  by  thee, 
fweeteft,  meekeft,  gentleft  of  mankind,  the  endearing 
charities  of  ^ivate  life  are  moft  engagingly  exempli- 
fied, ^d  moft  powerfully  recommended. 

But  chiefly  thee,  O  Spirit !  thee  only,  yfp  adpre^ 

:— — "  Who  di4ft  infpire 

That  (hepherd  who  firft  tapght  the  chofen  feed. 
In  the  beginning,  how  the  heavens  and  earth 
Rofe  out  of  chaos.''  " 

Whatever  wifdom  we  may  have  learned,  whatever 
pleafure  we  may  have  enjoyed,  whatever  comfort  we 
poflefs,  whatever  hope  we  feel — ^all,  all  is  of  thee, 
pure,  eternal,  unchanging  fource  of  light  and  IJfe  arid 
joy. 

Mofes,  in  the  palTage  of  his  writings  which  I  havfe 
now  read,  is  ^sirrying.  on  his  own  interefting,  eventful 
hiftory.  4|l  the  head  of  the  myriads  of  Ifrael,  he  i^ 
now  purfiing  his  march  from  Egypt  to  Canaan,  fol. 
lowing  a  guide  who  would  not  miflead  them,  and 
whom  they  could  not  miltake  ;  protefted  by  a  power, 
which,  like  a  wall  of  fire,  bid  defiance  to  every  threat* 
ening  foe  j  and  from  day  to  day  fuppHed  by  a  bouil- 
ty  incapable  of  being  exhanfted.     All  thefe  prefent 
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tafid  fihgular  adrutage^  bftd  the  *fi^etnefs  of  \iopt 
loingled  witii  them.    They  had  juft  efcap^d  fr<^ni  tfe^^ 
moft  humtUating  and  oppreffiv'e  of  all  fervkudc,  «id 
they  were  haftenmg  to  chje  inj^erltance  of  their  fa- 
ther^ :  ytt  we  fiod  them  a  people  as  peG<vtfh:,  imtable, 
^  and  difficult  to  pleafe^  as  if  they  ha4  never  kiiowft 
adTerfity,  ai)d  as  if  they  had  juft  iffoed  from  the  lap 
of  ede  and  indulgi^ce.    To  day,  the  bread  u  dry  and 
ftale ;  tp-morrow,  the  water  is  bitter ;  the  third  day^ 
there  k  a  fcarcity  of  it.    The  water  is  fweetened  -^ 
^anna  defce^uls  y  quails  fall  around  theit  camp  ;  but 
^here  i«  ftili  ^'  a  cruel  fomejhing  unpoffeffed/*  and 
^11  that  vicnt  before  h  forgotten  j  all  that  is  in  pof- 
fefiion  bef:ofiiesb  infipid^     ^^ftow  on  the  ungrateful 
perfoti  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  favou;-*,  and 
withhold  the  th^f^ndth,  and  all  you  have  done  for 
\    him  is  loft.    The  prefent  preffure  always  feems  the 
heavieft.     Mouldy  bread  and  bra<:ki&  water  iii  the 
wildernefs,  are  ooafidj^red  ais  eyih  pa^e  intolerable 
thjin  ail  the  rigo^irs  of  flavery  in  Egypt! 

Where  does  this  cenfure  fall?  On  that  mdody 
jnurmuring  race^  the  jews,  and  on  them  only  ?  Alas  { 
it  overwheliiTs  ouxfelves  ;  it  bears  hard,  not  upon  iur 
dividuals  here  and  there,  but  uppn  mankind  !  We  exr 
pe.ft  more  from,  the  world  than  it  ppffibly  can  bellow ; 
and,  when  we  difcover  its  infufficiency,  we  charge  Go4 
fooUftJy ;  and.  becaufe  we  have  not  every  thing  that 
we  wi&,  we  are  fatisfied  with  nothing,  Solacing  otir-p 
felvesj.li^ejpnab,  under  the  ftiadow  qf  a  gourd,  we 
fancy  it  is  a  perennial  fhelter.  We  fee  not  the  worm 
which  is  gnawing  its  root ;  and  whe^  it  is  ffnitten 
down  and  withers,  we  are  ready  tf^tJufl^  with  the  fal- 
len, tefty  prophet,  ^'  We  do  well  to  be  ajftry/* 

But,  was  the  want  of  y^zt&c  a  *ftigh±  evj  ?  And^  is 

ft  firiful  tp  complain  under  the  preffure  of  a.  calamity 

like  this  ?  AikI,  was  this  the^f}<2  |ime  Ifrsypl  had  been 

.in  diftrefs,  and  found  relief?  Who  was  it  that  fweetea- 

.  .  ad  the  waters  of  Marah  ?  V/ho  divided  the  Red  Sea  ? 

Who  rained  bread  fropx  heaven  ?     And,  who  ever 
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piended  bis  condition  bj  mnimnriag  ahd  di&i^tfifttl 
Pad  God  intended  to  deftroy  that  people^  why  aft 
this  exertioa  of  a  Aropg  hand,  and  ftr^tched-but  arm 
to  delirer  tfaem  ?  God  in  the  failuFe  of  our  earthly 
cDmfort?s  intends  not  cmr  jnortijBcatjx^  and  nun, 
^ut  cm  wifdom  and  Improveinent.  He  thereby 
steadies  m  our  dependence ;  it  funjimons  us  to  the 
<ybfervaa:ion  49f  his  providence  ;  and  levels,  not  the 
liope  and  joy,  but  tb^  prid^  ;atn4  ielf-fjuiHciejacy  £i^ 
man. 

W^S&T  i  precious  tfluid  !  infiaitdy  mprie  Taluable 
^an  the  blood  of  iiie  grape,  than  rivulets  of  oil,  or 
|ioney  from  the  rock  j  rfifireftied,  fuft;adaed  every  mor 
racnt  by  thee,  we  are  every  moment  if  afting,  ncglefl^T 
^ng,  forgetting  thee.  We  prize  thee  not,  tecame  oi 
thy  rich  abimdance ;  and,  becaule  thou  entereft  intQ 
^very  otJieirtnean  of  food  anjl  comfort,  thy  importance 
is  unobferyed,  thy  benefits  forgotten.  May  I  never 
Iknow  thy  valy  from  the  want  ^  thee. 

**  There  was  np  water  for  the  people  to  drink. 'f 
Wherefore  the  people  did  ciiide  with  "  Mofes,  and 
|Wid,  Give  us  water  that  we  may  drink.  And  Mofes 
faid  unto  them.  Why  chide  you  with  me  ?  Wherefore 
4o  ye  temjrt  the  Lord  f "  If  in  their  calmeft  moments 
men  are  often  incapable  of  reafoning  juftly,  and  dif» 
tingui&ing  accurately,  is  it  any  wonder  to  lijid  them, 
in  the  very  tide  aj[id  whirlwind  pjF  paflion,  aftjng  fooU 
ifhly  and  lanreaibnably  ?  V7ho  would  envy  pre-emir 
nenoe  fuch  as  that  which  Mofes  enjoyed  ?  Is  glory 
pbtained  ?  He  comes  in  but  for  a  moderate  mare. 
Is  blame  incurred,  or  diftrefs  felt?  All  is  imputed 
to  him.  To*  t?Nt  a  fevere  trial  was  the  temper 
of  this  medlfeft  of  sil  men  now  put!  What  fo  pro^ 
9^oking  as  'to  meet  ^th  cenfure  when  we  are  con.- 
fdous  of  mtrking  prale  ?  What  fo  galling  as  to  have 
the  calamities  of  others  charged  upon,  us  as  crimes  ; 
to  be  acci|fed  as  culpable,  merely  becaufe  we  have 
been  i;infortunate  ?  Surely  the  great  are  fet  in  "  flip- 
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pery  places  ;"   and  ^^  uneafy  mufl  die  head. lie  that 


wears  a  crown/' 


We  fee  Mofes  flying  in  the  hour  of  danger,  whither 
the  people  ought  to  have  fled  in  the  hour  of  their  af-* 
flidion.  ^^He  .cried  unto  the  Lord. '*  Religion  opens 
^  refuge  when  every  other  refuge  fails ;  and  it  ad- 
minifters  a  remedy  to  ills  otherwife  incvirakle.  I 
tremble  for  the  life  of  Mofes.  He  trembles  for  hini- 
felf.  '.^  They  are  almoll  ready  to  ftone  me.**  The 
voice  of  Jehovah  is  again  heard,  and  Mofes  is  in  iafe- 
ty.  !But  I  tremble  now,  for  thefe  murmuring,  unbe- 
lieving, rebellious  IfraeUtes :  Is  not  the  thunder  of  His 
indignation  going  to  burit  out  ?-  Is  not  the  fire  haften- 
ing  to  cpnfume?  Or,  is  the  earth  going  to  open  her 
mouth,  and  fwallow  then>  quick  up  into  the  pit  I  Ber 
hold  a  folemn  preparation  is  making !  But  hi  is  an 
arrangement  of  love.  It  is  the  voice  of  God  I  hear  t 
but  it  fpeaks  mercy  and  peace.  The  tremendous  rod 
of  God,  wherewith  he  bruifed  and  bwke  Egypt,  is 
again  employed ;  but  not  as  the  inftrumcnt  of  punilh- 
ment  to  Ifraeh  *  It  fmites,  not  a  iinful  people,*  bait  the 
flinty  rock  ;  and  it  draWs  forth,  not  a  ftream  of  bjood 
from  the  heart  of  the  offender,  but  a  flream  of  water 
to  cool  his  tongue,  and  to  reflore  his  fainting  fouL 
Surely,  O  Lorcl>  "  thy  ways  are  not  as  our  ways  :  for 
^s  the  heavens  are  higher  than  the  earth,  fo  are  thy 
ways  higher  than  our  ways,  and  thy  thoughts:  than  our 
thoughts.'**  *'  Behold,  therefore,  the  goodnefs  and 
feverity  of  God  :  on  them  which  fell,  feverity ;  but 
towards  thee,  goodnefs,  if  thou  continue  in  his  good- 
pefs :  otherwife  thou  alfo  fhalt  be  cut  olF.**^t  '  Afton- 
ifliing  inftance  of  the  power  and  fcivereignty  of*  the 
Moft  High  i  The  fame  rod  which  fmote  file  river,  and 
it  became  blood,  fmites  the  tock,  and  it  becomes 
ilreams  of  water.  Who  is  to  |»e  feared,  irho  is  to  be 
Irufted,  but  the  God  who  can  do  thefe  gieat  things  ? 

How  honourable  had  it  been  for  Ifrael,  to  have  had 
this  flage  of  their  marching  through  the  wildernefs, 

diftinguifhed 
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diftinguiflied  by  a  name  which  betokened  asd  commem^ 
orated  their  faithfulnefs,  obedience  and  fubmiffion^- 
Inftead  of  this,  the  names  Maffah  and  Meribah^  muft 
tfanfmit  to  all  generations  the  memory  of  tentptatitmy 
chiding  zndjlrife.  Happily  the  monuments. of  humane 
frailty,  folly  and  gmlt,  arc  aMb  the  monimients  of  the 
divine  patience,  forbeajrance  and  tender  mercy.  '^  But 
the  law  had  only  a  fliadaw  of  good  things  to  come.** 
Where  Mofes  leaves  us,  Ifaiah  takes  us  by  the  hand, 
and  lead«  us  on  our  way,  pointing  to  Him  whom 
all  prophecy  revealed,  and  faying,  «  Behold  ^  King 
(hall  reign  in  righteoicfnefs,  and  princes  iball  rule  in 
judgments.  And  a  man  (hail  be  as  an  hiding  place 
from  the  wind,  and  a  covert  from  the  tempeft  ;  as  riv- 
ers of  water  in  a  dry  place ;  as  the  Ihadow  of  a  .great 
rock  in  a  weary  land/'*  And  the  apoftle  of  the  Gen- 
tiles condiids  our.  weary  wandering  fteps  from  the 
rock  in  Horeb  to  the  rock  Chrift,  from  whence  iffues 
the  mighty  ^^  river,  which  mcakes  glad  the  city  of 
our  God  ;''  and  which  aflFords,  not  a  tranfitory,  tem- 
porary refrefhment,  but  a  perpetual  never-failing  fup- 
piy.  *'.  Moreover,  brethren,  i  would  not  that  ye 
fhould  be  ignorant,  how  that  all  our  fathers  were  un- 
der the  cloud,  and  all  pafFed  through  the  fea ;  and 
were  all  baptized  unto  Mofes  in  the  cloud,  and  in  the 
fea*;  and  did  all  eat  the  fame  fplrftual  meat,  and  did 
all  drink  the  fame  fpirilual  drink :  for  they  drank  of 
that  fpiritual  rock  which  followed  them,  and  that  rock 
was  Chrift/*t  The  words  of  theapoftk  infiniKite,  that 
the  ftream  which  iffued  from  the  rock  in  the  wilder- 
nefs  continued  to  flow,  and  accompanied  their  prog^f 
refs  through  the  defert  during  the  remainder  of  their 
long  pilgrimage,  till,  being  arrived  at  the  land  df 
promife,  a  land  watered  with  the  dew  of  heaven,  and 
the  abundance  of  the  rivers,,  a  miraculous  fupply  being 
vnneceiTary,  was  withdrawn. 

Thus  was.  the  gofpel  preached  to  them  of  old  time* 
The  folid  rock  became,  as  it  were,  moveable  y  "  and 
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feMi^imd  thetfi^'  vfaweCbcsrer  tbe^  irenlz.    The  adanaii^ 
tvai  OKdt^ed  iiUttr  a  pooS  for  iheiv  lefreftusiem.^    Bkfied 
type  of  Hkn  who  m  hh  ovm  per&o  aecootmodaited:  thie 
iBMmU^btlity  of  the  dxvine  natm^  to  the  necsffity  axsd. 
f h€  tetkf  of  hismuBb  mikrj !  Bkfiiedi  type  cA  thai  ftream 
of  blood!  ftawmg  from  the  Lainb  fhim  frrnnr  the  fbua-' 
^i^n  o£  the  ivor\6y  and  ^  wfakrb  taketh  swaj?  the  fins 
of  tlftf  ^orld  P'  Bl6ff«*^ype-of  that  **  ckwfolatioo.  Ihsrf 
i$  ire  Cteifl  Je&s^  far  the  weaary  aosd  he^y  bdcnf^ 
f(i>f  «6€  gttSty  asid  the  wretch^,  finr  the  fa«n&  and  dyw 
ifig  I'  Btefled  type  of  doiat  precieii$  ftreatn  "iv^hkh:  ha& 
ftc^d  iD^  ef?e?y  aige,  and  U  ftotriag'  to  every  natiooi 
and  people  tttudber  hearren  v  and  which  never  lea-ves 
the  posh  of  the  Zioa-tiuvdler,  tSl,  throtigh  the  midft 
df  Jordaji^  he  ftasnis  on  die  ddif^htful  flioirff  of  thr 
Canaan  tha^t  u  abo^e,  tirbete  it  becomes  ^x  pi^e  rivor 
ctf  water  of  tife^  ciear  as  cryftaty  pcocsediii^  ofrt  of  the: 
throne  of  &od  and.  of  the  Landoi.     In  the  midik  of 
the  ftreeC  of  it,  and  osi  eithe*  fid^.  ®f  the  river,,  diere 
h  the  tree  of  fife,  whcch  bears  t^ieke  maimer  of  fruits^ 
:md  yieldech-  her  fruiiti  erery  month  y  and  the  fea^eap 
of  the  tree  are  for  the  healing  of  the  natic^Dis.     And 
there  fcaH  be  tuo  more  cut fe  :  but  the  throne  of  Gtod 
and  of  the  Lamb  fbail  be  in  k  :  and  h^s.  fervants  fhali: 
f^rve  hiiav  and  they  QigUl  fee  his  lace  :  and  his  naate: 
fhaU  be  in  tbeSr  foreheads.     Asid  thete  fhatlr  be  no 
tiigkt  there ;  and  they  need  im  casidle,  neither  %hlt 
of  the  fon :  for  the  Lord  God  giveth  ibem  light }  and. 
they  ihatt  reign  foarercr  and  ever^'** 

In  the  recapitulation  of  tM&  wonder  fiat  kiftory  io^ 
the  b^ok  of  Nnmbers,^  an  intecefting  and  impovtan^ 
circmnftance  k  recorded,  which  in  Exodus  is  fuppreflC' 
ed;  and  which  we  nroft  here  infert,  that  we  may 
view  th-e  event  complete  in  stil  its  paarts,  and  tEat  we 
mdfsr  (eel  it  in  aU  its.  focce.  The  miracle  of  extrotft- 
ing  water  from  the  rock,  whkh  provad  fo  feilutacry  ta 
the  people,  became  &tal  to  MoSes  him&lf.  Aoid  this 
be,  with  hi&  name  candour  and  fiimplicil?y,  thus  re« 
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iates;  *^  jkad  Moiet  took  the  tod  from  hifote  die 
I<jDird,  2&  he.  coimou^d  kaiOr     And  ]V!&)&&  and  Aa- 
M)ii  gathered  the  congregatioA  togctbef  before  the 
ix>cky  aod  he  iaid  witty  th^w,-  Hear  nofur,  y&  vebda  ^ 
moft:  we  fetch  you  vater  out  of  this.  roek.  F  Aitd  Mo^ 
£n^  lifted  up  bf s  hand,  aand  vntii  hi»  rod  he  fmieite  the 
ft)ck  tmce  ;  ^nd  tbe  waier  came  ocHl  alnattdantly^  anjd; 
the  congregation  drank^  ami  liicnr  beailsaifo^    Andi 
the  Lord  %ake  onto-  Mofea  and  Aaron^  Becattfe  ye 
bdieiredf  me  not^  to  SaoStify  me.  in  tbe  eyes  of  tber 
ehildren  of  Urael ;  therefore  ye  ftall  not  bringr  thi^ 
cDfl^regatian:  mto  the  land  i^hich  I  have  girenr  them^""^ 
For  the  iUuftratioa  and  hnprovement  q£  whkh^we 
t^eg  your  afltesKticttt  to  the  following:  remarks; 
-  Obferve^  fitH^  The  crei£t  wbrct&is  due  to  theiaered 
wriljers  in  general^  aoid  tcr  Moles  in  partictttav,  fm 
their  fideHtry  and  iMegrity  in  relating  tho&-  particulars 
of  their  teEnf)er  and  condiffk  whick  are  (she  ohje£k  of 
cenfure  aflid  condemoationy  as  wt\l  as.thofe  which  raef* 
it  a|)plstaie.     Indei^  they  do  both  with  tkr  fame  ^^fimv 
pJicky  and  godly  .fiacerity.**    They  meves  appear  fo- 
ifcitooxs  tcr  cdebrale  their  o^nm  praife^  and  if  glory  may 
redound  tx>  God,  and  edifbcatioa  to  men,,  they  honefl-r 
Ij  pvibliie  tbexr  own  ibame'^    Unlike  the  generalky  of 
MmkiRd,  who  ase  perpetually  catching  at  opportuni- 
ties  to  introduce  their  dear  felves,  that  they  may  be 
^tted  and  admired  r  andy  with  equal  suaxiety,  draw- 
ing a  TcH  over  thtdir  erroirs  and  imperfedions.     But 
thefe  holy  men  ddsrered  not  their  teftimony  ^^  accord- 
iag  to  the  will  of  man,"  nor  in  the  ipirit  of  the  world ; 
buty  **  ^ake  a$  they  were  moved  by  tbcHoly  Gboft/' 
And,,  with  candid  judges,  this  candour  of  theirs  will  bej 
deemed  no  flight  argument  of  their  veracity  in  gene- 
Talv  and  no.  flender  p^oof  of  the  credibiJsty  of  the 
fcripture  hiftouy. 

Secondly,.  Remark  the  mixtu^re  of  frailty  and  im- 
perfe&kjtt  which  enters  into  every  huma©  chaxafter. 
Tf&otks  himfelf  is  not  faultlefs.     And  what  is  more  ob- 

fervable 

^  NuflftL  xa.  9,  &c» 
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fervable  fiill,  he  fails^  on  the  fide  of  his  greateft  esccet* 
lency ;  he  is  found  weak  there  where  be  feemed  moft 
ftrong.  *'  Now  the  mMi  Mofes  was  very  meek,  above 
all  the  men  which  were  upon  the  face  of  the  earth/'* 
Nevertheiefs,  what  faith  the  hiftory  ?  He  lofes  temper, 
and  fpeaks  unadvifedly  with  his  lips  ;  **  Hear  now,  ye 
rebels  ;  minft  we  fetch  you  water  out  of  thi *  rock  ?**t 
He  takes  glory  to  hinifelf  inftead  of  afcribing  it  to  God  t 
**  Muft  we  fetch  you  water  ?*'  He  prefumptuoufly  ex- 
ceeds his  commiilion.  He  lifts  up  hi&  hand  znAfmitef 
the  rock  tivice  with  his  r&rf,  whereas  he  was  command- 
ed only  to /peak  unto  it,  before  the  eyes  of  the  people. 

Seems  it  not  as  if  God  intended  to  write  vanity  and 
fhame  on  all  the  glory  of  man,  ^^  that  no  flefh  fliould 
glory  in  his  prefence  ?'*  by  (hewing  us  faithful  Abra- 
ham miftrufting  his  God,  and  feelung  refuge  in  wife- 
hood :  the  patient  Job  growing  peevifli,  and  **  curling 
his  day :"  the  affedioriate  and  2(ealous  Peter  bafely 
denying  his  Matter  ;  and  the  meek  and  gentle  Mofeg 
waxing  warm,  and  in  his  hafte  fpeakitig  difrefped'* 
/ully  of  God,  and  unkindly  of  men.  "  Be  not  high 
minded,  but  fear/'  *'  Let  him  who  tbinketh  he 
ftandeth,  take  heed  left  he  fall/*  **  Keep  thy  heart 
with  all  diligence ;  for  out  of  it  are  the  iffues  of  life/*  J 
*^  Set  a  watch,  O  Lord,  before  my  mouth,  keep  the 
door  of  my  lips/*  § 

Obferve,  thirdly.  The  delicacy  and  the  danger  of 
affuming  a  latitude  and  a  liberty  in  facred  things.  In 
what  concerns  the  conduft  of  human  life,  and  our 
intercourfe  one  with  another  as  the  citizens  of  this 
world,  many  things  muft  be  left  to  be  governed  by 
occalion  and  difcretion ;  but,  in  what  relates  to  the 
immediate  worftiip  of  God,  and  where  the  mind  of 
the  Lord  has  been  clearly  made  known,  to  affume 
and  exercife  a  difpenfing  power  is  criminal  and  haz-: 
ardous.  The  tabernacle  muft  be  conftrufted,  to  the 
min-uteft  pin  and  loop,  according  to  the  pattern  deliv- 
ered 

*  Numb.  xii.  3.  .  f  XX.  10. 
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<ered  in  the  mount;  If  Uzzah  prefume  io  put  forth 
his  hand  to  fupport  the  tottering  ark,  it  is  at  his  peril. 
A  holy  and  a  jealous  God  will  be  ferved  only  by  the 
perfohs  and  in  the  manner  which  he  himfelf  has  ap- 
pointed ;  and  the  intruder  into  facred  offices  and  em- 
ployments is  ready  to  be  broken  in  upon  in  hot  dif* 
pleafure.  Has  God  faid^  "  Speak  to  the  rock/' 
Who  has  the  boldnefs  to  Jirike  it  ?  Mofes  dares  to  do 
it ;  and  his  raflmefs  forfeits  his  title  to  a  part  and  lot 
in  the  prqmifed  inheritance.  Into  Canaan  he  fhall 
never  enter,  but  only  fee  it  at  a  diflance  with  his  eyes. 
The  offending,  chiding,  murmuring  congregation  is 
pitied,  forgiven  and  relieved*  The  offending,  hafty, 
prefumptuous  prophet  is  punifhed*  *^  Our  God  is  a 
cpnfuming  fire."  "  It  is  a  fearful  thing  to  fall  into 
the  hands  of  the  living  God.  Who  can  linderftand 
his  ierrors  ?  Cleanfe  thou  me  from  fecret  faults. 
Keep  back  thy  fervant  alfo  from  prefumptuous  fins, 
let  them  not  have  dominion  over  me  ;  then  fhall  I  be 
upright,  and  I  fhall  be  innocent  from  the  great  tranf- 
grefTion.'' 

Remark,  in  the  fourth  place,  The  rafhnefs  and  folly 
of  man  fhall  not,  cannot  render  the  purpofe  of  God  of 
none  effed.  A  whole  people  fhall  not  be  permitted 
to  perifh  for  thirfl  becaufe  the  prefcribed  mode  of  re- 
lief has  not  been  exadily  followed.  Though  the  rock 
be  flricken,  inftead  of  being  fpoken  unto,  it  fhall  not 
fail  to  yield  the  promifed  fountain  of  water.  Mofes 
is  frail,  but  God  is  good.  There  has  prevailed,  fince 
the  beginning,  a  flrange  contention  between  the  folly 
and  perverfenefs  of  the  fallen  apoflate  creature,  and 
the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  the  gracious  Creator., 
And,  glory  be  to  God,  our  evil  is  overcome  of  his 
good.  And  when  all  flruggle  and  oppofition  arc  at 
an  end,  when  the  will  of  God  fhall  finally  prevail, 
*'  and  every  high  thought  fhall  be  brought  into  captiv- 
ity to  the  will  of  Chrifl,'*  it  fhall  then  be  found,  that 
*'  the  wrath  of  man**  has  all  along  been  **  working  the 
righteoufnefs  of  God  j"  that  the  elementary  ftrifr 
Vol.  III.  N  which 
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vrhich  was  permitted  to  take  place  in  the  natural 
tvorld  ;  the  jarring^  difcordant  pailions  which  feemed;', 
to.  convulfe  and  difturb  the  moral  government  of  God^ 
•.Mid  even  the  infernal  devices  of  the  powers  of  dark- 
ncfs,  were  all,  withont  their  defign,  nay^  contrary  to. 
their  intention,  carrying  on  the  great  plans  of  the  di- 
vine providence  to  their  confummation.     Glorious^ 
tranfporting  thought !  I  will  henceforth  command  my 
troubled  foul  into  peace.     I  will  calmly  wait  the  iffue, 
acid  leave  it  to  the  great  God,  in  hia  own  time  and 
way,  to  ei5)lain  the  reafons  of  his  conduft,  and  fully 
vindicate  Y^  ways  to  men.     The  troubles  which  I  fee^ 
the  troubles  which  I  feel^  the  troubles  which  L  fear^  ■■ 
though  they  may  come  nigh,  fliall  not  overwhelm  my 
foul  ;    ''  I  (hall  not  be  afraid  when  I  hear  of  evil  ti- 
dings ;    my  heart  is  fixed,  trufting  in  the  Lord.'** 
*'  We  know  that  all  things  work  together  for  good  to- 
them  that  love  God,  to  them  who  are  the  called  ac- 
cording to  his  purpofe.'^t     "For our  light  afflidion,. 
which  i&bm  for  a  moment,  worketh  for  u^  a  far  more 
exceeding  and  an  eternal  weight  of  glory."  J 

Fifthly,  When  we  behold  a  holy  ac^i  righteoos  God 
thus  feverely  punifeing,  what  may  be  deemed,  by^ 
fome,  a  flight  offence,  in  one  of  the  deareft  and  bett 
of  his  children,  let  none  dare  to  trifle  with  his  juflice. 
If  Mofe&,  in  one  rafli  moment,  by  one  unadvifed  ftep, 
incurred  a  difpleafure  which  he  could  never  rpnove, 
and  forfeited  an  inheritance,  which  he  never  was  able 
to  recover,  what  hafl:  thou,  O  man,  to  expeft^  whofe 
whole  life  ha«  been  an  accumulation  of  offence ;  has 
been  the  addition  only  of  finfulnefs.to  weaknefs,  and 
of  prefumption  to  foHy  ?  ^^  If  the  righteous  fcarccly  be 
faved,  where  fhall  the  ungodly  and  the  finner  ap- 
pear.''§  Take  care  how  you  efliimate  the  malignity, 
guilt  and  danger  of  fin,  by  the  erroneous  and  fluftuat-r 
ing  ffcandard  of  your  own  weak  underflianding,  or  ftill 
weaker  pafTions.     Not  according. to  thefe,  nor  the 

maxims 
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irfaxim«  q4  the  #brld,  nor  the  prejudices  of  a  mifguicf- 
cd*  fpMt ;  feutf  by  ^  fteadier  rule,  by  an  tinchangiAg- 
law,  thott  (halt  be  judged,  attd  finlUy  juftified  or  (Con- 
demned. If  Mofes'  loft  an  inh^itaiice  in  an  earthly 
Cahaatt  for  neglefting  to-  give  glory  to  God  in  one 
irtftance,  trenirMe  io  thinfc  of  b6mg  eternally  eitcluded 
from  "  fh^  inheritance  of  tfhe  faints  i«  light,'*  for  text 
thoiifend  offiih<!e$  of  the  fame  nature.  Beware  of 
Reckoning  any  tranfgreffion  finally  any  fin  tenial,  stny 
teiWptatikDil  cont?t!mptible*  Behold  the  mighty  fallen,- 
afid  be  htrmble. 

K  is  truly  affefliing  to  find  Mofes  in  the  fequel  ear- 
iieftly  entreatin'g  a  remiflfcrt  of  th^  fentence,  but  en- 
trejrcing  in  Vairf ;  and,  when  unable  by  fup'plication 
to-  prevail,  fubmiffively  refigiiing  himfelf  to  the  will  of 
God.  But  the  world  has  feen  a  ftill  more  awful 
dem^nftratioii'  of  God's  difpleafure  ait  fin.  When 
the  Lord  laid  upon  the  head  of  the  great  atonement 
"  th^  iniquity  of  us  all ;  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  bruife 
him,  and  put=  him  to  grief/*  "  God  fpared  not  his 
own  Sbri',  hut  gave  him  up  for  us  all."  Is  it  poffible 
to  conceive  a-  motive  fo  cogent  to  abftain  from  evil, 
and^  even  from  the  appearance  of  it ;  and  to  loathe 
find  put'  off  from  us  the  garment  fpotted  with  the 
flefli  ? 

But  again,  one  offence,  though  it  may'  provoke  the 
ahger  and  call'  dbwn  the  chaflifemerit  of  a  holy  God, 
breads'  not  oflF  all  intercourfe,  and  foreVer,  between 
him  and-  a  good*  man.  With  the  firmnefs  of  a  wife 
and' juft  father,  he  denounces  the  punifhment  and  in- 
flifts  it*  With  the  tendernefs  and  love  of  a  gracious 
and  relenting  parent,  he  carries  on  the'  correfpond- 
ence  ; '  and  even  adnlits  the  offending  child  to  clofer 
intimacy,  and  to  familiarity  more  endearing.  For 
the  great  God  is  not  like  them  who  mar  and  embitter 
their  pardon  with  hard  conditions,  cruel  upbraidings, 
and  mortifying  recolleftions ;  and  who  plainly  fhew, 
that  though  they  may  be  capable  of  forgiving,  they 
know  not  what  it  is  to  bury  injuries  in  everlafting  for- 
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getfulnefs.  The  condud  of  Mofes  too,iihder  the  weight 
of  this  awful  difpleafure,  is  amiable  and  inftruftive. 
He  mutters  not,  with  fullen  Cain^  "  my  punifhment 
is  greater  than  I  can  bear  •/*  he  finks  not  into  dejec- 
tion ;  he  replies  not  in  refentment.  While  he  depre-' 
cates  the  penalty,  he  atteinpts  not  to  extenuate  the 
guilt  of  his  crime ;  and  though  well  affured  he  is  not 
to  have  the  honour  of  conducing  Ifrad  into  Canaan, . 
nor  the  happinefs  of  enjoying  a  perfonal  poflfeffion  in 
that  pronail'ed  inheritance,  yet  he  withdraws  bimfelf 
from  no  particular  of  duty,  relaxes  not  his  diligence^ 
cools  not  in  his  zeal ;  he  labours  to  the  laft,  does 
what  he  can,  though  he  be  not  permitted  to  do  what 
he  would  ;  he  goes  before  Ifrael  to  the  land  of  prom- 
ife,  though  accefs  into  it  was  denied  him.  This,  as 
much  as  any  thing  in  his  hiftory,  marks  his  charafter 
and  evinces  the  greatnefs  of  his  fouL  And  this  leach- 
es a  leffonof  no  mean  importance  in  friendihip  among 
men,  namely,  to  cultivate  with  diligence  and*  afliduity 
the  charities  which  we  have  in  common,  and  to  fufFer 
thofe  things  to  reft  and  fleepy  which^  if  ftirred  and 
awakened,  are  likely  to  difturb  andfeparate  us. 

It  is  not  the  defign  of  Providence  that  we  (hould 
think  exaftly  the  fame  way  on  all  points.  But,  fliall 
I  agree  with  my  brother  in  nothing,  becaufe  we  hap* 
pen  to  differ  in  one  thing  ? 

I  detain  you  till  I  have  made  only  one  remark,  more 
upon  the  whole  hiftory.  The  diflrefs  of  the  cattle 
for  want  of  water,  is  mentioned  as  a  circumftance  o€ 
importance  both  in  the  books  of  Exodus  and  Num- 
bers, and  it  is  efpecially  attended  to  in  the  miraculous 
relief  ^^which  Heaven  provided.  Is  the  great  God  4e- 
graded,  when  he  is  reprefented  as  "  caring  for  .oxeUy 
and  feeding  the  ravens,  and  hearing  the  young  lions 
wh^n  they  cry  ?"  No,  no  ;  thefe  minuter  views  of  his 
providential  care  and  kindnefs,  endear  him  but  the 
more  to  the  underftanding  that  difcerns,  and  the 
heart  that  feels.  I  know  not  a  more  tender  ftroke  of 
the  pathetic  eloquence  than  that  which  we  have  in 
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the  .prophecy  of  Jonah,  when  God  extended  mercy  in 
.a  manner  peculiar  to  himfelf,  to  Nineveh,  that  great 
and  finful  city.  "  Then  faid  the  Lord,  Thou  haft  had 
pity  on  the  gourd  for  the  which  thou  haft  not  labour- 
ed, neither  madeft  it  grow,  which  came  up  in  a  night, 
and  perifhed  in  a  night :  and  ihoulAwiot  I  fjpare,  Nin- 
eveh, that  great  city,  wherein  are  more  than  threefcore 
thoufand  perfons  that  cannot  difcern  between  their 
light  hand  and  their  left  hsind,  and  alf©  much  cattle  ?'** 
One  ftage  more  will  bring  us  with  Ifrael  to  the  foot 
of  Sinai,  to  obferye  and  to  improve  one  of  the  moft 
notable  difpenfations  of  Providence  upon  record  ; 
**  The  giving  of  the  law.'*  But  here  let  us  paufe, 
with  devout  acktiowledgm^t  of  that  bountiful  hand, 
which  fed  the  feed  of  Ahiiaham  immediately  from  the 
clouds  for  forty  years  together  ;  and  which  feeds  us, 
through  rather  a  longer  procefs,  by  blending  and 
compounding  the  4q[u,alities  and  influences  of  earth, 
-^ir^  fire  and  waten  While  we  adore  the  providential 
care  which  refrefh^  Ifrael  by  ftreams  from  the  rock, 
jlet  us  rejoice  together,  that  it  refrefhes  us  by  keeping 
pur  rivers  ever  flowing^  pur  fountains  conftantly  fup- 
plied,  and  the  clouds  of  pur  atmofphere,  in  their  *fea« 
fon,  always  impregnated  with  the  rain  and  the  dew. 
^*  With  thS  bread  that  periflieth,'/  gracious  God! 
^rant  us  that  "  whidti  ei^dureth  to  life  everlafting.'^ 
Amen. 

^  Joii^  vi.  10,  II. 
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LECTURE      XV. 

EXODUS  xvii.  8 — 13. 

Tken  came  Amakk^  and  fought  with  Ifrael  in  Rephidim^ 
And  Mofesfaid  unto  jfojhua^  Choofe  us  out.men^  and  ga 
out ^  fight  with  Amakk  :  to-morrow  I  willjiand  on  th^ 
top  of  the  hill  with  the  rod  of  God  in  mine  hand.  So 
yojhuadidas  Mofes  had  faid  to  him,  and  fought  with 
Amalek.  And  Mojis,  Aaron  and  Hur  went  up  tif  the 
top  of  the  hilK  And  it  came  to  paf$  when  Mofes  held  up  - 
his  hand,  that  Ifrael  prevailed :  and  when  he  let  down 
bis  hand,  Amalek  prevailed.  But  Mofes* s  hands  were 
hecivy  ;  and  they  took  aftone  and  put  it  under  him,  and 
he  fat  thereon  :  and  Aaron  and  Hur  flayed  up  his  hands, 
the  one  on  the  one  fide,  and  the  other  on  the  other  fide  ; 
and  his  hands  werefieady  until  the  going  down  of  the 
fun.  And  Jojhua  difcomfited  Amalek  and  his  peopU 
with  the  edge  of  thefword. 

JN  OTHING  can  be  more  afflifting  t6  a  humane  and 
ferious  mind,  than  to  refleft  on  that  ftrife  and  conten- 
tion which  have  in  every  age  deluged  the  world  with 
human  blood.  Who  could  believe,  if  all  hiftory  did 
not  prove  it,  and  who  can  think  of  it  without  horror, 
that  men  fhould  be  continually  lying  in  wait,  like 
beafls  of  prey,  to  catch  and  devour  men  ;  that  the 
ftrong,  the  cunning  and  the  fierce  fhould  be  forever  on 
the  watch,  to  take  advantage  of  the  weak,  the  fimple 
and  the  gentle  ?  And  muft  it  be  ?  Father  of  mercies  \ 
Tnuft  it  needs  be,  that  war  fhould  continue  to  wafte 
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the  nations?  Shall  the  earth  he  forever  a  field  of 
blood  ?  Muft  the  peace  of  private  families,  and  the  re- 
pofe  of  kingdoms,  be  eternally  difturbed  by  luft  and 
pride,  airatke  and  ambition,  envy  and  revenged 
Bleffed  God  i  fend  forth  the  Spirit  of  thy  Son  into 
the  heans  of  men*  Prince  of  peace !  command  -this 
troubled  ocean  into  a  calm.  Spirit  of  love !  put  a 
full  end  to  bitternefs  and  wrath.  Subdue  this  carnal 
mind,  which  is  enmity  againft  God*  Glorious  gof- 
pel  of  falvation  !  as  thou  bringeft  good-will  from  God 
to  men,  reftore  good- will  to '  men  among  them- 
felves. 

\t  is  difficult  to  fay  whether  men  fiiffer  mod  jfrom 
their  own  folly,  or  from  the  cruelty  and  injuftice  of 
others.  We  generally  find,  that  when  evil  from  with- 
out would,  for  a  while,  permit  wretched  mortals  to 
breathe  and  be  at  peace,  -they  perverfeiy  become  felf- 
tormentors,  and  ingenioufly  contrive  fources  of  vexa- 
tion to  themfelves.  And,  which  15  the  greater  evil 
of  the  twof  That,  undoubtedly,  of  which  we  are  the 
authors  to  ourfelves*  We  have,  then,  to  encounter 
an  enemy  from  whom  we  cannpt  hope  to  efcape,  and 
whom  we  are  unable  to  overcome.  From  a  conflifl: 
'with  Amalek,  Ifrael  comes  off  with  both  credit  and 
comfort ;  but  a  ftrife  of  difcontent,  impatience  and 
rebellion  againft  God,  muft  of  necefSty  ifTue  in  fhame 
and  lofs. 

God,  rich  in  mercy,  flow  to  anger,  and  of  great 
kindnefs,  has  gracioufly  forgiven  the  nlurmuring  at 
Horeb,  and  extrafied  water  from  the  rock;  for  the 
relief  of  his  people.  But  this  woe  is  no  fooneT  paft 
than  another  overtakes  them.  '*  Then  c^me  Amalek> 
and  fought  with  Ifrael  in  Rephidim.-*  The  tranfac^ 
tion  recorded  here,  fo  fimply  and  uncircumftantially, 
is  mentioned  again  in  Deuteronomy,  with  many  cir- 
cumftances  of  aggravation,  which  greatly  increaie  our 
deteftation  of  this  conduft  in  Amalek,  and  explain 
the  deep  refentment  which  a  holy  and  righteous  God 
himfelf  expreffes  upon  the  occafion,  and  which  by  a 

pofitive 
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pbfitivc  ftatute  he  tranfmits  to  Ifrael.  "*'  Remember 
what  Anialek  did  unto  thee  by  the  way,  when  ye 
were  come  forth  out  of  Egypt ;  how  he  inet  theie  by 
the  way,  and  fmote  the  hindmofl  of  th^e,  even  all 
that  were  feeble  behind  thee,  when  thou  waft  faint 
and  weary ;  ai^d  he  feared  hot  God.  Therefore  it 
ib^U  be,  when  the  Lprd  thy  Qod  hath  given  thee  refl 
from  all  thine  enemies  round  about,  in  the  land  whicfi 
the  Lord  thy  God  giveth  thee  for  an  inheritance  to 
poffefs  it,  that  thou  fluU  blot  out  the  remembrance  06 
Amalek  from  under  heaven ;  thou  fliali  not  foTffet 

it."*   ■    .  \.  .         ^  '•   ;  ^  ■' 

Amalek,  the  father  of  this  nation,  as  we  learn  front 
Genefis  xxxyi.  12.  was  grandfoh  to  Efau,  and  fon  tp 
Eliphaz,  by  a  concubine  named  Timna.  The  AmaW 
ekites  indeed  are  mientioned  much  earlier  in  fcripture, 
even  in  the  days  of  Abraham,  when  ChederMo^^^^  i? 
yeprefented,  with  his  victorious  army,  as  ravaging  all 
their  country.  But  it  is  )vell  known  that  the  facred 
writers,  when  tre^tii^g  of  various  periods,  give  apella- 
tions  to  regions  and  countries  vi^hich  did  not  belong 
to  them  till  j^es  afterwards,  but  by  which  they  were 
better  known  at  the  time  when  the  hiftorian  wrote. 
They  pofleffed  a  large  trad  of  country,  extending 
from  the  confines  of  Idumea  to  the  eailern  ihpre  of  the 
Red  Sea  j  and  from  their  neighbourhood  to  and 
commerce  with  Phoenicia,  they  are  by  fome  called 
Phoenicians. 

Immediately  on  their  pailing  through  the  Red  Sea, 
it  behpyed  the  children  of  lirael  to  enter  into  this  ter- 
J-itory,  oil  theif  way  xpt  Canaan.  And  pr(3bably  the 
paternal  relation  which  fubfifted  between  them  and 
Anialek,  encouraged  the  pbfterity  of  Jacob  to  advance 
oh  theil'  way  with  greater,  confidence.     "It  is  the  . 

land  of  our  brethren  through  which  we  are  to  pafs  ;'*  j 

would  they  fay,  one  to  another.'  '  "  The  heart  of  Efau 
himfelf  relented,  when  he  faw  his  brother  Jacob  re- 
turn, encuitibered  with  a  train  of  women  and  children 

and 

*  Deut.  XXV.  i7>  18,  19, 
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;and  cattle.  He  forgot  his,  refentments  ;  he  became 
the  protedor  of  the  rnan  whom  he  had,  in  the  hour 
of  pafEon,  yowecj  to  deftroy.  The  injury  done  him 
in  the  matter  of  the  birthright,  and  of  the  bleffing,  he 
generoufly  forgave.  Surely  the  pqfterity  of  Efau, 
after  many  generations,  will  not  revive  a  quarrel, 
which  is  extinguiflied  and  fprgotten,  firft  iii  the  recon-/ 
ciliation,  and  then  in  the  death  of  the  original  parties 
^o  it.  After  a  fervitude  fp  long  and  fo  bitter  in  Egypt, 
ye  Ihall  at  length  find  a  time  and  a  place  to  breathe  ; 
and  the  foothings  of  fraternal  love  Ihall  coi^fple  us  for 
the  rigours  of  oppreflion.*' 

Vain  expeftation  !  What  foe  fo  dreadful  as  a  broth- 
er difafFefted !  Egypt  fmote  virith  the  rod ;  Amalek 
Xmites  with  the  fword ;  he  bafely,  cruelly  feizes  the  mo- 
ment of  Ifrael's  languor,  weaknefs  and  dejedion,  and 
attepipts  to  crufli  thofe  whom  a  fanguinary  tyrant  had^ 
perfecuted,  and  whom  Heaven  itfelf  had  bruifed.  The 
cowardice  of  this  behaviour  is  equal  to  the  unkindnefs 
pi  it.  Had  they  boldly  appeared  at  the  firft,  to  difpute 
the  paflage  of  the  Red  Sea,  and  to  repel  by  force  of 
arms  the '  invafion  of  their  country, .  their  cpnduft, 
though  ungenerous  and  unkind,  had  been  ingenuous 
]and  manly.  But,  either  through  fear  or  policy,  they 
permit  Ifrael  to  advance,  they  watch  the  moment  of 
their  difficuhy  ahd  diftrefs,  and,  like  daftards,  fteal 
upon  the  rear  of  an  army  whofe  front  they  dared  not 
po  oppofe. 

Neither  good  qualities  nor  bad  are  found  fingle  in 
the  human  bieaft.  And,  in  the  nation  whofe  charac- 
ter is  now  thex)bjefl:  of  our  cenljure,  we  find  a  combi- 
nation of  jthe  worft  qualities  of  which  our  nature  is 
capable,'  all  originating  in  jthe  deficiency  of  one  great 
principle,  which  is  at  the  root  of  all  the  evil  which 
men  commit,  '*  he  feared  not  God/*  Why  did  Ama- 
lek rake  up  the  aflies  of  an  ancient  grudge  ?  "  He 
feared  not  God."  Why  did  he  join  to  afflift  the  mif-  . 
erable,  and  to  overwhelm  the  opprefled  ?  **  He  feared 
flpt  God,'*    Why  did  he  meanly  attack  the  weaker 

and 
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and  more  vulnerable  part  cf  his  adverfary,  in  the 
hope  of  fafety  and  impunity  ?  **  He  feared  not  God.*' 
Wherefore,  in  general,  are  men  fubtle,  .revengeful, 
cunning  and  felfifh  ?  They  **  fear  not  God ;"  they 
**  harden  themfelves  againft  him,"  and  yet  think  *'  to 
profper/'  They  '*  love  not  their  brother  whom  they 
have  fcen,"  becaufe  they  are  wilfully  ignorant  of,  or 
hate  God,  ^  whom  they  have  not  feen/* 

Such  is  the  union  which  Providence  has  eftablifhed 
between  all  the  parts  of  the  natural  and  of  the  polit- 
ical body,  that  the  weaknefs  or  diftrefs  of  one  mem- 
ber is  the  infirmity  and  fufFering  of  the  whole.  The 
hindmoft  and  the  feeble  of  Ifrael  are  fmitten ;  the 
foremoft  and  the  ftrong  feel  and  immediately  refent  it. 
^'  And  Mofes  faid  unto  Jolhua,  Choofe  out  men,  and 
go  out,  %ht  with  Amalek :  to-morrow  I  will  ftand 
on  the  top  of  the  hill,  with  the  rod  of  God  in  mine 
hand.'*  We  have  here  a  combination  which  ought 
never  to  be  feparated,  and  in  which  fafety  and  fuccefs 
are  ever  tp  be  found,  namely,  the  acknowledgment  of 
Heaven,  and  the  ufe  of  appointed  means,  the  fword  in 
the  hand  of  Jolhua,  the  rod  in  that  of  Mofes,  the  em- 
*battled  hoft  below  in  the  valley,  the  interceffor  with 
God  •'  wrellling,"  and  "  making  fupplication*'  upon 
the  hiU.  In  vain  had  Mofes  prayed  if  Jofhua  had  not 
fought.  Deftitute  of  "  the  effeflual  fervent  prayer  of 
the  righteous  man,**  the  (kill  and  courage  of  the  war- 
rior had  failed  before  the  enemy.  The  rod  of  God ! 
in  how  many  different  fervices  is  it  employed !  how'^ 
many  various  purpofes  does  it  anfwer  !  It  fmites  the 
river  of  Egypt,  and  it  becomes  blood.  It  fmites  the 
rock  in  Horeb,  and  it  fends  forth  a  ftream  of  water. 
It  is  extended  towards  heaven,  on  the  top  of  the  hill, 
and  Amalek  is  deftroyed.  Striking  and  inftniftivc 
type  of  that  ''  rod  of  God*s  mouth'*  wherewith  "  he 
flays  the  wicked  :**  of  that  fword  of  the  Spirit,  "  which 
is  the  word  of  God  :  of  that  hammer,  which  breaketh 
the  rock  in  pieces  :'*  of  that  gofpel,  which  is  "  a' fav- 
our 
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pur  of  jCJod  iji  them  ihj^t  believe,  jguad  m  t-hcm  that 
periih/'  / 

Obferve  how  God  ^ppointp  tp  evc[Fy  man  his  ftatio^ 
pf  iifcfulaefij  and  importauce.  It  was  not  fgr  want 
eitjh^er  of  zeal  or  cpiirage,  that  Mofes  takes  his  ppfl:  at 
a  diftanae  on  the  hill.  Jt  is  not  for  want  of  piety, 
thijt  J.Qfow  leads  on  th^  armies  of  Ifrael  on  the  pl^i}. 
The  miftakes  ^nd  mifcarriages  of  the  world  arife  froin 
the  ^eaknefs  cuid  wickednefs  ^f  men ;  at  one  time 
jpvcr-r^ting  their  talents,  and  thrufting  themfelv^s  for*' 
yf^T^  info  fituatipns  for  which  they  ar^  wholly  unfit ; 
^ai^d  at  another,  through  timidity  ihrii^king  from  the 
duties  of  that  ftation  which  Providence  has  affigned 
t.h.e|n ;  and  at  a  third,  treacheiro^fly,  through  fome 
bias  of  private  intereft,  pal^on  or  party,  felling  the 
jtrvif):  ijojnmitted  to  thein,  to  the  fpe.  Happily,  in  the 
^afe  before  us,  the  head  which  diredt^d,  and  the  hand 
l»rhich  executed,  were  in  perfeQ:  unifon*  The  fpir- 
it  that  fought,  and  the  fpirit  that  prayed,  were  one. 

Let  us  firft  afcend  the  hill  with  Mofes  ^nd  his  twp 
irigndp.,  aAd  adopt  the  feelings  of  men,  who  at  once 
fejt  for  the  pubUc  caufe,.  were  not  without  well  found- 
ed apprehei^fio^s  from  the  common  en^my,  and  at 
the  f^me  time  feared  and  trufted  the  Lord,  Mofes 
h^^s  given  his  orders  to  Joihua,  and  he  has  fo  far  done 
we^  ;  but  to  ftop  there  had  been  doing  nothing.  He 
has  ijet  the  means  to  work^  and  now  he  can  confidently 
lookup  to  Heaven  for  that  bleffing  which  can  give 
fuccefs  to  the  means.  He  afcends  to  meet  God,  but 
afcends  not  alone.  As  wickednefs  feeks  to  fortify  and 
to  keep  itfelf  in  countenance  by  the  fociety  of  the 
wicked,  fo  the  fire  of  devotion  keeps  itfelf  alive  by 
the  fevered  communication  of  a  kindled  flame.  The 
Jhaads  of  Mofes  alone  had  foon  become  feeble,  and 
muft  have  dropped  down,  and  Amalek  finally  have 
prwailed  ;  fupportcd  by  Aaron  and  Hur,  they  con- 
tini|j£  "  fteady  till  the  going  down  of  the  fun  ;"  and 
Amalek  and  his  people  are  difcomfited  with  the  edge 
of  the  fword. 

Of 


.204  Hifiory  o/Mo/es*  Lect.  XV. 

Of  Aaron,  one, of  the  companions  of  Mofesupon 
the  mount,  we  know  much ;  of  Hur,  the  other,  the 
fcripture  account  is  more  fparing.  Thofe  who  are 
never  at  a  lofs  fo  long  as  fancy  and  invendon  can 
create,  make  him  the  fon  of  Caleb,  and  the  hulband 
p{  Miriam,  the  fifter  of  Mofes  and  Aaron.  It  appears 
from  the  hiftory,  that  he  was  the  father  of  Uri  j  and 
the  grandfather  of  Bezaleel,  the  famous  artift,  employ- 
ed, by  fpecial  endowment  and  appointment  of  Heav- 
en, for  the  conftruftion  of  the  more  curious  and  coft- 
Jy  furniture  of  the  tabernacle  and  fanftuary.  But  it 
is  of  more  importance  for  us  to  know  him,  and  for 
him  to  be  reported,  a$  a  perfon  of  the  firft  quality, 
and  his  quality  fupported  by  that  which  gives  rank 
its  higheft  luftre,  genuine  piety.  Mofeg  left  him,  in 
commiffion  with  Aaron,  to  judge  the  people,  when  a 
fliort  while  after  this  he  went  up  alone  into  Mount 
Sinai  to  meet  God.  This  is  argument  fufficieht  of 
his  high  rank ;  and  the  affumption  of  him  to  affift  his 
devotion  in  Mount  Horeb,  while  Ifrael  was  engaged 
.with  Amalek,  is  a  proof  equally  clear  and  decifive  of 
his  extraordinary  piety. 

Behold  then  the  man  of  God,  fupported  and  en- 
couraged by  two  fuch  companions,  dilcovering  all  the 
honeft  anxiety  of  the  patriot,  together  with  all  the 
confidence  and  fervour  of  the  faint ;  with  his  eyes  ea- 
gerly bent  on  the  confliding  armies  in  the  plain  be- 
low ;  and  his  hands,  with  his  heart,  liiFted\ip  to  God 
in  the  heavens,  from  whom  his  help  came.  It  was 
clearly  the  intention  of  Providence,  that  the  deliver- 
ance which  fhould  be  wrought  for  Ifrael  on  this  occa- 
ifion,  though  not  wholly  independent  on  the  ufe  of 
means,  fhould  evidently  appear  to  flow  chiefly  and  only 
from  the  interpofition  and  grace  of  Heaven.  ^Mt 
icame  to  pafs  when  Mofes  held  up  his  hand,  that  Ifrael 
prevailed  ;  and  when  he  let  down  his  hand,  that 
Amalek  prevailed." 

This  is  the  firft  battle  which  Ifrael  was  called  to 

iight ;   and  it  was  deGgned  to  be  a  model  of  all  that 

-  fhould 
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(hoiild  follow  ^  of  affured  fuccefs  to  them,  and  viftory 
over  all  their  enemies,  provided  they  conftantly  ac- 
knowledged God^  with  hands  continually  lifted  up  to 
Ixeavcn.  And  it  had  undoubtedly  a  farther  view,: 
namely,  to  reprefent  in  general,  the  powerful  and  cer- 
tain effed  of  prayer  to  God,  and  of  a  ienfe  of  depend- 
ence upon  him  ;  to  fhew  that  our  ftrength  is  in  ex-^ 
aft  proportion  to  the  perception  of  our  own  weaknefs,' 
and  to  our  confidence  in  almighty  grace.  The  lelTon 
inculcated  in  this  hiftory  is  the  fame  which  Chriil 
taught  his  difciples  in  the  parable  of  the  unjuft  judge 
and  the  importunate  widow,  "  That  men  ought  al- 
ways to  pray,  and  not  to  faint."  *  If  importunity  and' 
the  love  of  eafe  have  power  to  conftrain  a  man  to  do-' 
his  duty,  though  he  have  no  inclination  to  it,  how 
much  more  certain  the  effedt  of  earneftnefs  and  im- 
portunity with  the  Hearer  of  prayer,  the  Father  of 
mercies  ;  who  is  ever  more  ready  to  grant  than  man  to 
aflc  ?  "  If  ye  then,  being  evil,  know  how  to  give  good 
gifts  urito  your  children,  how  much  more  fhall  yoiir 
Father  which  is  in  heaven  give  good  things^  to  them 
that  alk  him.^'f 

Have  you  confidered  then,  my  chriftian  friend, 
what  a  powerful  inftrument  is  put  into  your  hand, 
mighty  as  the  rod  of  God  in  the  hand  of  Mofes, 
■wherewith  he  did  wonders  ?  "  Elias  was  a  man  fub- 
jefl:  to  like  paflions  as  we  are,  and  he  prayed  earneftly 
that  it  might  not  rain ;  and  it  rained  not  on  the. earth 
for  the  fpace  of  three  years  and  fix  months.  And  he 
prayed  again,  and  the  heaven  gave  rain,  and  the  earth 
brought  forth  her  fruit.^J  Surely  then  "  the  effeftual 
fervent  prayer  of  a  righteous  man  availeth  much."§ 
God  has  not  given  you  affurance  of  fuccefs  in  all  your 
undertakings,  but  he  hasbeftowed  upon  you  the  privi- 
lege, and  promifed  you  the  fpirit  of  prayer,  by  which 
you  (hall  certainly  obtain  one  of  two. things;  either 
that  bleffing  from  above  upon  your  honeft  endeavours, 

v/hich 

*  Luke  Xviii.  1.  +  Matt.  vii.   ii.  ', 
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whicfe  ittaketb  rich,  whi^h-  iftftiTes  ftic^efs,  ^d  m^ke^ 
it  durable ;  df,  that  resignation  of  fpirk,  and  fiibmifr 
lion  to  the  will  of  God,  which  fubdue  misfortune,  audi'* 
which"  turn  calantity  and  difappointment  themfelves  irt-- 
\o  advanta[gc.     God  has  not  giren  thee,  my  friend,  * 
the  protnife  of  riches  ;   but  he  has  gixrefl  thee,  wha§ 
is  much  better,  the  l^irit  of  grace  and  fupplication  to 
form  thry  Ibiil  to  contentment*     You  have  no  fecurity 
againflipain  and  fo/row ;    but  you-  have  that  which 
produces  patience  and  fortitude.     You  ca?nnot  prom- 
ife  yourfelf  Ibng  life ;  but  habitual  intercouxfe  witb 
God  by  prayer  overcomes  the  feai*  of  death. 

Gioriotfs  privilege !  Whatever  my  fituation  in  life 
bCj  here  is  fomething  to  improve  it,  if  good ;  foMe- 
thing  to  mend  it,  if  evil.     Here  is  the  ornament;  airf- 
effence  of  profperity,  the  cure  and  cordial  of  adverfi-^- 
ty.     Here  is  the  guardian  and'  the  guide  of  life  ;  the' 
fweetenef  and  fubduer  of  deafh.     Prayer  brnigs  all  the 
glorious  pcrfeftions  of  Deity  into  our  poffeffion.    ^-^  If- 
any  of  you  lack  wifdom,  let  him  aik  of  God,  that 
giveth  to  all  meti-  liberaUy,  a^id-  uj^braideth  not  j  and 
it  Ihall  be  given  him.'**     "  When  I  am  weak,  then- 
am  I  ftrorig;"  ''  for  I  can  do  all   things  through 
Clhrift  which  ftrengtheneth  me.*'     Is  the  thorn  not 
removed,  the  meffenger  of  Satan  not  rebuked,  though 
tiie  Lord  be  thrice  befought  that  they  may  depart  ?' 
No  matter.     Is  it  not  faid,  "  My  grace. is  fufEcient 
far  thee :  fbr  my  ftrength  is  made  perfeft  in  weak- 
ncfs  ?  Mod  gladly  therefore  will  I  rather  glory  in  my 
infirmities,  that  the  power  of  Chrift  may  reft  upon 

ntc,'n 

But  where  are  the  hands  which  never  hang  down  ?       I 

Thofe  of  Mofcs  himfelf  became  heivy.     "  The  fpirit 

indeed  is  willing,  but  the  flefli  is  weak/'     Fatal  omen 

^o  Ifrael !  Amalek  inftantly  gains  the  afcendairt.     But 

happily,  Mofes  was  not  alone  in  the  mount :  "  And 

they  took  a  ftone,  and  put  it  under  him,  and  he  fat 

thereon ;  and  Aaron  and  Hur  flayed  up  his  hands, 

the 

*  Jaraes  i.  5.  f  2  Cor.  xii.  9. 


Lect.  jLV^  ISJior^  of  Mojit*  ^f 

the  one  on  the  sdne  fide,  and  the  other  as  the  other' 
fide ;  and  his  hands  were  fteady  until  the  going  down 
of  the  fun."  "  As  iron  fharpeneth  iron,  fo  a  mafir 
fiiarpeneth  the  countenance  of  his  friend  ;'*  and  fo 
devotion  kindles  and  keeps  alive  devotion.  Secret 
prayer,  like  the  melody  of  one  fweet-toned  \8oice  Ifeeal- 
ing  upon  the  ear^  gently  wafts  the  foul  to  heaven. :  fi> 
Gial  wbrihip,  as  a  full  chorus  of  harmonized  founds, 
pierces  the  Iky,  send  raifes  a  great  multitude  of  kindred 
fpirits  to  the  bright  regions  o£  ev^rlafting  k>ve,  and 
places  them  together  before  the  throne  of  God^  How 
happy  are  Aaron  and  Hur,  in  knding  this<  aid  to*  the 
wearied  hands  of  Mofes:^  and  I'Q  the  declining  interefl; 
of  the  Ifrael  of  Gad !  How  happy  isr  Mofes-  in  beings 
thus;  fupported !  But  there  is  an  Inteitceffor  whofo 
hands  never  hang  down,  whofe  fervour  never  cools, 
whofe  njediatioit  never  fails,  whxjfe  attenticm  is  never 
relaxed.  **  We  have  an  advocate  vrith  the  Father, 
Jeftis  Chrift,  th^  righteous..^*  Him  "  the  Father 
heareth  always  :**  "  as  a.  Prince  he  hath  power  and 
prevaileth." 

Let  us  now  turn  our  eyes  to  the-  ftmiggk  in  tdste 
valley  below.  There  we  meet  "  the  confafed  noife 
of  the  v^anior,  and  garments  rolled  in  blbod  :'*  the 
alternate  fliouts  of  acclamation  and.  triumph,  mingling^ 
with  the,  pdercing  fhrieks  of  the  woundJed,  and  the 
groans  of  the  dyings  Ifrael,  now  hurrying  on  to  vic- 
toryy  and  anon  flying  before  the  infulting  foe.  The 
event  for.  a  whilie  is  awfully  in  doubt ;  turning  upon 
the  ftrengtb  and  feeblenefs,  not  of  thoufands,  but  of 
cwie  finale  arm.;  decided  at  length,  not  by  the  edge  of 
the  fwordy  but  the  elevation  or  dfepreffion  of  a  rod  ; 
and  that  rod  fwayed,  not  by  the  fkHl  and  prowdfs  of 
Jofhua,  but  the  firmnefs  and  devotion  of  Mbfes* 

But  now,  doubt  and  anxiety  are  at  ?ui  end.  The 
hands  of  Mofes  are  propped  up,  and  Ifrael  finally  pre- 
vails. And  what  heart  fave  that  of  an  Amakkite  but 
muft  rejoice  in  the  iflue  ?  '^  The  cunning  is  taken  in  hi^ 
own  craftinefs.*'     A  defign  of  violence  and  blood  falls 
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upon  the  head  of  him  that  contrived  it.  The  righte-r 
Ous  and  innocent  caufe  bears  down  pride  and  cruelty^ 
We  behold  the  deftination  of  Heaven  ftaiiding  good,- 
the  birthright  fold  away,  the  bleffing  anticipated  ;  the 
elder  made  fubjeft  to  the  younger.  *'  God  is  wife  in 
heart,  and  mighty  in  ftrength :  who  hath  hardened 
himfelf  againft  him,  and  hath  profpered  ?"  * 

Ifrael  has  conquered.  But  it  is  impoffible  to  mit 
tak^  the  means  by  which  he  has  gotten  the  viftory. 
*'  The  hand  of  the  Lord,  and  his  holy  arm,  they  have 
gotten  him  the  viftory.^*  The  altar  therefore,  which 
was  built  to  celebrate  this  fignal  fuecefs,  Ihall  by  its- 
name  perpetuate  the  remembrance  of  God  the  deliv-' 
erer.'  Jehovah-Niffi,  "  the  Lord  my  banner,'*  was  in- 
fcribcd  upon  it  by  the  divine  appointment ;  and  a  rea- 
fon  is  affigned  in  the  fixteenth  verfe.  "  For  he  faid, 
Becaufe  the  Lord  hath  fworn  that  the  Lord  will  have 
war  with  Amalek  from  generation  to  generation.** 

Thefe  words,  having  been  varioufly  rendered,  have 
given  occafion  to  various  opinions  among  interpreters.' 
Some  read  the  paffage  thus,  "  Becaufe  the  hand  of 
Amalek  is  againft  the  throne  of  the  Lord,  the  Lord 
will  have  war  with  Amalek  from  generation  to  genera-' 
tion/*  This  reading  refolves  the  guilt  of  Amaleky 
not  into  an  infidious  and  cruel  defign  againft  Ifrael, 
but  into  a  raih  and  impious  attempt  to  defeat  the  plaa 
of  Providence,  which  was  to  bring  Ifrael  into  the  qui- 
et poffeffion  of  Canaan,  and  to  exalt  that  nation  favour- 
ed of  God  but  envied  of  man,  to  wealth,-  power  and 
empire.  God  there;fore  was  pleafed  to  vindicate  ia 
perfon  the  caufe  which  was  his  own,  and  to  write  dif- 
appointment  and  a  curfe  upon  every  plan  which  Ama-^ 
lek  could  form,  of  greatnefs  and  profperity.  So 
"  fearful  a  thing  it  is  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  living 
God,**  fo  dangerous  to  form  a  combination  '^  againft 
the  Lord,  and  againft  his  anointed,  faying.  Let  us; 
break  their  bands  afunder,  and  caft  away  their  cords 

from 

*  Job  !x.  4. 


Lect.  il^Vi^  Hi/iory  of  Mo/es*  log 

from  us.     He  that  fitteth  in  the  heavens  fliall  laugh : 
the  Lord  fhall  have  them  in  derifion/** 

Others  literally  tranflate  the  words  thus,  "With  the 
hand  upon  the  throne  of  the  Lord,  he  hath  fworn  that 
he  will  have  war  with  Amalek  from  generation  to  gen- 
eration/* He,  that  is,  Mofes,  hath  fworn,  with  the 
moft  awful  folemnities,  and. recorded  the  oath  in  a 
book  for  perpetual  prefervation,  that  there  fhall  be  no 
peace  between  Ifrael  and  Amalek  till  he  be  utterly  de- 
ftroyedi  The  hand  which  was^extended  towards  heav- 
en, the  throne  of  the  great  and  terrible  God,  with 
the  rod  in  it ;  the  inftrument  of  a  vidory  which  was 
interrupted  by  the  going  down  of  the  fun,  has  been 
lifted  up,  to  "  fwear  by  Him  that  liveth  forever,'* 
that  the  triumph  of  that  day  fhall  be  followed  up, 
till  the  hated  name  of  Amalek  be  extinguifhed  from 
under  heaven. 

Some  make  Jehovah  himfelf  to  be  the  perfon  who 
binds  himfelf  by  this  folemn  oath.  **  The  hand,"  that 
is,  Jehovah's  own  hand,  upon  the  throne  of  the  Lord. 
"  Becaufe  he  could  fwear  by  no  greater,  he  hath  fworn 
by  himfelf,  that  He  will  have  war  with  Amalek  from 
generation  to  generation/'  We  have  a  prophecy  in 
the  mouth  of  Balaam  to  the  fame  effedt ;  "  And  when 
he  looked  on  Amalek,  he  took  up  hi»  parable,  and 
faid,  Amalek  was  the  fir  ft  of  the  nations,  but  his  latter 
end  fhall  be  that  he  perifh  forever/'f 
r  The  execution  of  this  dreadful  fentence  was  referv- 
ed  to  the  days  of  Samuel,  four  hundred  and  twelve 
years  after  ;  and  was  committed  to  Saul,  who,  through 
an  impolitic  and  finful  lenity,  failed  to  fulfil  the  defign 
of  Providence,  and  thereby  incurred  the  difpleafure  of 
Heaven,  and  forfeited  his  life  and  crown  by  his  difo- 
bedience.     1  tranfcribe  the  pafTage. 

>'  Samuel  alfo  faid  unto  Saul,  The  Lord  fent  me  to 
anoint  thee  to  be  king  over  his  people,  over  Ifrael ; 
now  therefore  hearken  thou  unto  the  voice  of  the 
words  of  the  Lord.  Thus  faith  the  Lord  of  hofts,  I 
Vol.  IIL  O  remember 
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lemember  that  whkh  Amalek  did  to  Ifrael ;  how  h&^ 
kid  wait  for  him  in- the  way  when  he  came  up  from 
Egypt.  Now  gpi  and'  fmite  Amalek,  and  utterly  de- 
ftroy  all  that  they  have,  and  fpare  them  not  y  but  flay 
both  man  and  woman,  infant  and  fuckling,,  ox  and 
flieep,  camel  and  afs.***  This  order  Saul  obeyed  but 
in  part.  He  ailumed  and  exercifed  a  difpenfing  pow« 
er,  and  it  became  a  fnar^  to  him.  He  took  Agag  the 
king  of  the  Ainalekites  alive  j.  and  referved  the  befi 
of  the  fpoiL  The  prophet  is  fent  of  God  to  reprove 
his  difobedience  ^  which.  Saul  attempting  to  palliate,^ 
brings  down  tliis  cenfure  upon  his  head.  *'  When 
tJiou  waft  littk  in  thine  own  fight,  waft  thou  not 
made  the  hea4  of  the  tribesf  of  ETrael,  and  the  Lord 
anointed  thee  king  over  Ifra6l  I  And  the  Lord  fent 
thee  on  a  journey,  and  faid,  Go,  and  utterly  deftroy 
the  finners,  the  Amalekites,  and  fight  againft  them 
until  they  be  confumed*  Wherefore  then  didft  thou: 
not  obey  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  but  didft  fly  upon  the 
ipoil,  and  didft  evil  in  the  fight  of  the  Lord.  And 
Samuel  faid,  Hath  the  Lord  a«  great  delight  in  burnt^ 
offerings  and  facrifices,  as  in  obeying  the  voice  of  the 
Lord  ?  Behold:,  to  obey  is  better  than  facrrfice ;  and 
to  hearken,  than  the  fat  of  rams.-  For  rebellion  is  a& 
the  fin  0:f  witck:rafr,  and  ftubbornnefs  is  as  iniquity 
and  idolatry,  Becaufe  thou  haft  rejefted  the  word  of 
the  Lord,  he  hath  alfo  rejefted  thee  from  being  king/'f 
Has  God  commanded  to  defliroy  i  Who  fliall  prefum^ 
to  fave?  Has  he  commanded  to  fpare?  Who  darea 
deftroy  ?  "  I  fay  unto  you,  be  not  afraid  of  them  that 
kill  the  body,  and  after  that  have  no  more  that  they 
can  do.  But  I  will  forewarn  you  whtwn  you  fliall  fear  r 
fear  him,  which,  after  he  hath  killed,  hath  power  tor 
caft  into  hell :  yea,  I  fay  unto  you,  fear  him.'*  J 
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And  Mofes  went  out  to  meet  his  fatb^-inJatf^j  dnd  did 
obeifance^  and  kiffed  him  i  and  they  ajked  each  other  of 
their  welfare  ;  and  they  cdme  into  the  tent.  And  Mo* 
fes  told  his  father-in-law  all  that  the  Lord  had  done 
unto  Pharaoh  f  and  to  the  Egyptians  for  Ifrael^sfake^  and 
all  the  travel  that  had  come  upon  them  by  the  way^  and 
how  the  Lord  delivered  them*  And  Jethro  rejoiced  for 
all  thegoodnefs  which  the  Lord  had  done  to  Ifrael :  whom 
be  had  delivered  out  of  the  hand  of  the  Egyptians.  And 
yethrofaid^  Blejfed  be  the  Lord,  who  hath  delivered  you 
out  of  the  hand  of  the  Egyptians ,  and  out  of  the  hand  of 
Pharaoh  J  who  hath  delivered  the  people  from  under  the 
hand  of  the  Egyptians.  Now  I  know  that  the  Lord 
is  greater  than  all  gods :  for  in  the  thing  where itt 
they  dealt  proudly^  he  was  above  them.  And  Jethro^ 
Mofes* s  father-in4aw,  took  a  bumt-qffering  and  facri-- 
fices  for  God  :  and  Aaron  came^  and  all  the  elders  of 
Ifrael  to  eat  bread  with  Mofes* s  father-in-law  before 
God. 

1  HE  great  Authbt  and  Ruler  of  the  i^orld  has  ev- 
idently 111  view  the  pleafure  aiid  happinefs,  as  well  atf 
the  wifdom  and  virtue  of  his  rational  cf  eatures.  W^ 
find,  throngh  the  widely  expanded  frame  of  nature, 
and  the  exteiifive  plan  of  Providence,  as  many  fourcea 
of  Joy  as  there  af^  means  of  unprpvement.     What  atf 
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infinite,  beautiful  and  pleafing  variety  in  the  works 
and  in  the  ways  of  God  !  all  miniftering  to  human 
comfort,  all  aiming  at  making  men  good.^  The 
mind  of  man  is  formed  to  defire  and  to  relifl>  va- 
:.  \J^?^1'''  ^^^  objefts  with  whicb  he  is  converfant  are 
therefore  varied  without  end,  to  gratify  that  defire, 
and  to  correfpond  with  that  relifh.  The  glare  of 
perpetual  funfliine  and  the  fervid  heat  of  an  eternal 
lummcr,  would  fpeedily  opprefs  and  deftroy  mankind : 
but,  relieved  by  the  tranquillity  of  darknefs,  the  frefli- 
ne^s  of  fpriiig^  the  fedatenefs  of  autumn,  and  even  the 
gloom  of  winter,  they  become  no  lefs  grateful  than 
they  are  beneficiaL  In  furveying  the  globe,  the  eye 
is  not  permitted  to  tire  by  having  to  crawl  along  a 
boundlefs  plain  ;  but  fparkles  with  delight  as  it  fpringj 
ifrom  valley  to  valley,  and  from  hill  to  hilL  And  even 
the  glories  of  the  ftarry  heavens  are  rendered*  dill 
more  glorious  by  being  kept  in  continual  motion ; 
and  thereby  are  made  continually  to  exhibit  a  diflfer- 
ent  appearance. 

The  events  of  human  life,  for  the  fame  reafon,  are 
endlefsly  variegated  like  the  objeds  of  fenfe.  Wretch- 
ed were  the  dull  ftagnation  of  conftant  profperity,  fuc- 
cefs  and  eafe.  Intolerable  would  be  the  agitation  and 
diftrefs  of  unfceafing,  unabating,  unrelenting  toil,  pain, 
difappointiiient  and  vexation  of  fpirit.  But,  one  thing 
being  fet  over  againft  another,  the  great,  the  profper- 
ous  and  the  happy  are  forever  admonifhed,  reproved 
and  brought  low ;  the  poor,  the  defpifed  and  the  mifer- 
able  are  cheered,  fupported  and  exalted. 

5"he  word  of  God  exhibits  a  refemblance  to  the  fyC 
feni  of  nature,  and  to  the  condufl:  of  Providence.  In 
it  we  have  the  fame  pleafing,  engaging  variety  ;  the 
fame  happy  accommodatior^  to  the  tafles,  occafions  and 
neceflities  of  mankind.  The  antiquarian  and  the  nat- 
liralift,  the  politician  and  the  legiflator,  the  poet  and 
the  philofopher,  the  moralift  and  the  divine,  the  man 
of.  retirement  and  the  man  of  the  world,  the  man 
of  reafon  and  the  man  of  fancy,  all  find  in  fcrip- 
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ture  an  helper  toward  the  difcovery  of  truth,  and  the 
attainment  of  happinefs ;  a  guide  to  the  underftanding, 
a  corredkor  and  fupporter  of  the  imagination,  a  com- 
forter of  the  heart,  a  teacher  of  wifdom,  a  rule  of  faith^ 
a  fource  of  joy. 

The  very  ftrjidure  of  the  facred  corapofitions  is  in- 
imitably calculated,  by  a  beautiful  and  eafy  tranfition 
frorafuWefl:  to  fubjeft,  and  from  fceneto  fcene,  to  re- 
lieve and  yet  to  preferve  the  attention  ;prefenting  al- 
ways a  new  and  inter-efting  obje<9:,  or  the  fame  objeft 
placed  in  a  new  and  intereftihg  light.  Thus  the  tu- 
multuoiis,  noify  and  bloody  fcenes  of  Horeb  and  Re- 
phidim— fccnes  of  murmuring,  rebellion  and  war,  are 
happily  relieved  by  fcenes  of  doitieftic  tranquillity,  love 
and  joy ;  and  we  are  prepared  to  attend  Mofes,  to  meet 
God  in  the  mount,  by  mixing  in  the  virtuous,  cheerful 
and  affeQionate  intercourfe  of  his  private  family. 

Let  us  then  thankfully  take  the  relief  which  a  gra- 
cious God  has  in  his  w6rd  provided  for  us  ;  and  con- 
template one  of  thofe  calm,  but  neither  uninterefting 
nor  uninftruftive  reprefentations  of  human  life,  which 
come  home  to  the  bofom  and  the  fire-fide  of  every 
man  who  has  a  heart,  who  has  a  relation,  who  has  a 
friend. 

The  hiftory  of  Mofes  now  looks  back,  and  reminds 
US  of  his  being  "  a  ftr  anger  in  a  ft  range  land  ^^  name*- 
ly,  of  his  fleeing  from  Egypt  into  Midian,  of  his  ar- 
riving there,  conduced  of  Providence,  juft  at  the 
moment  to  render  a  feafonable  fervjce  to  the  daugh- 
ters of  Raguel,  or  Jethro,  th^  prieft  of  Midian  ;  of 
the  hofpitable  reception  afforded  him  by  that  worthy 
man,  and  of  the  alliance  which  he  formed  with  him, 
by  marrying  his  daughter  Zipporah.  Upon  his  be- 
ing called  back  to  Egypt  to  undertake  the  weighty 
charge  which  God  had  afligned  him,  he  had  intended 
and  attempted  to  carry  his  wife  and  children  along 
with  him.  But  being  reproved  of  God  by  the  way 
for  negleding  in  his  own  family  the  rite  of  circum- 
cifion,  the  feal  of  God's  covenant,  and,  either  fpecial- 
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Jy  admonlihed  from  Heaven,  or  following  the  di£tatei 
of  human  prudence,  he  fends  them  all  back  to  his  fsu 
ther-in-law,  as  likelv  to  prove  either  a  burden  or  ^ 
hindrance  to  hinxfelf,  in  the  difcharge  of  his  gre^t 
truft.  For  true  piety,  while  it  repofes  entire  confi* 
^ence  in  God,  wijl  never  prefumptuoufly  load  Provi- 
dence with  what  is  the  proper  work  and  buiinefs  of 
inan.  Diligence  and  forefight,  as  well  as  £aith  an4 
hope,  are  its  genuine  o^spring.  But  the  tempeft  be* 
ing  now  bloT^n  over,  and  IV^ofes^  of  a  n^eifenger  and 
a  tuppliant  unto  Pharaoh,  being  now  become  the  head 
and  leiader  of  a  great  nation,  it  was  natural  for  hin> 
^nd  for  his  family  mutually  to  defire  to  be  reftored  to 
each  other,  Jethro,  therefore,  having  received  inforr 
m^t^on  where  Ifrael  was,  and  what  the  Lord  had 
done  for  them,  takes  his  daughter  and  grand-childreni^ 
and  carries  them  with  him  to  the  camp  of  Ifrael. 

The  innocent  endearments  of  natural  a^eftion,  and 
the  honeft  communications  of  private  friendship,  are 
jgracioufly  intended  to  alleviate  the  cares  of  public  life, 
iand  tp  ftrengthen  the  mind  by  diverting  it  from  in? 
(pe0aQt  and  int^nfe  application  to  ferious  buiinefs.  Np 
pian  can  always  be  a  general,  a  ftatefman  or  a  king. 
And  happy  it  is  for  thofe  who  occupy  thefe  exalted 
but  troublefome  ftations,  that  they  are .  frequently 
permitted  to  fmk  the  public  in  the  private  character, 
jmd  to  drop  the  hero,  the  fen^tor,  the  judge,  the  fov* 
preign,  in  the  man^ 

Diftance  has  not  alienated  affeftion  between  the 
fnan  of  God  and  his  family.  A  fiighter  affedion  is 
effaced  and  deftroyed  by  abfence  ;  a  ftronger  love  i^ 
confirmed  and  inflamed  by  it.  Good  old  Jethro  fat" 
fsfies  not  bimfelf  with  fending  by  the  mouth  of  an* 
other  a  compliment  of  congratulation  to  his  fon-in* 
jaw  ;  neither  will  he  permit  Zipporah  and  her  fons  to 
go  unaccompanied,  uhproteSed,  through  the  wilder- 
nefs ;  but,  aged  and  infirm  as  he  was,  choofes  himfelf 
to  be  their  companion  and  their  proteftor. 
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Mc^es  feems  to  take  delight  in  delivering  to  us  this 
l^aiTage  of  his  jife.    He  is  amiably  minute  and  circum^ 
itantial  in  the  detail  of  it.     He  dwelU  ^pon  the  tender 
and.affeding  recoUedions  of  forrows  and  of  joys  that 
are  pail.     His  heart  is  in  it.     He  flops  in  his  narra*- 
tion  to  tell  us  the  names  of  his  two  fons,  and  his  rea- 
fon  for  giving  them  thofe   names.    ^  The  name  of 
the  one  was  Gerfliom  :  kx  he  faid,  I  have  been  an 
^lienin.a  ftrange  land :   and  the  name  of  the  other 
^as  Eliezer ;  for  the  God  of  my  fathers,  faid  he,  was 
mine  help,  and  delivered  me  from  the  fword  of  Pha* 
xaoh."     Is  this  beneath  the  dignity  of  hiftory,  of  fa- 
ired hiftory  ?  No,  it  is  the  molt  honourable  province 
!of  hiftory,  to  exhibit  the  honeft,  unfophifticated  feel- 
ings of  nature,  the  genuine  workings  of  the  human 
heart,  the  real,  though  humbler  ibenes  of  human  life. 
What  fignifies  to  4as  the  meeting  of  two  old  m^i  three 
thoufand  three  himdred  years  ago?  Much  every  way. 
One  of  them  is  a  Mofes,  and  that  Mofes  is  defcribing 
his  own  fentiments,  unveiling  his  own  heart*     He  can 
ferve  as  an  inftrudor  and  an  example  to  none,  in  re- . 
fpecl  of  the  prophetic  dignity,  as  the  bearer  of  the  po- 
tent rod,  as  the  man  whofe  face  >ftione,  by  forty  days 
intimate  communion  inrith  God.     He  can  inftru£l  but 
a  few,  by  his  wifdom  and  fagacity  as  a  prince  and  a 
law-giver.     But  as  a  fon,  a  hufband  and  a  father,  he 
%%  a  pattern  to  myriads,  and  (hall  continue  to  teach  to 
the  end  of  i^he  world. 

How  pleafant  it  is  to  find  this  gteat  man  the  fame 
in  retirement  and  privacy  that  he  is  upon  the  great 
theatre ;  and  delineating  a  battle,  a  triumph,  and  a 
family-meeting,  with  the  fame  J[^plicity  and  godly 
iincerity  \  Public  men  have  too  often  two  different 
charafters.  Plaufible  and  fpecious,  humble,  modeft 
and  infinuating  before  the  world,  they  are  felf-willed 
and  tyrannical,  confident,  affuming  and  brutal  in  pri- 
vate ;  they  often  fawn  where  they  fear,  and  domineer 
where  they  have  power.  Not  fo  the  meek  and  gen- 
rle  prophet  and  judge  of  IfraeL     He  waits  not  in  ftate 
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till  his  relations  are  admitted  to  pay  their  homage. 
He  reckons  it  nothing  derogatory  to  his  high  dignity 
to  go  forth  to  pay  the  refpeQ:  due  to  age ;  and  to 
humble  the  fon,  however  high  in  place,  at  the  feet  of 
the  parent.  "  And  Mofes  went  out  to  meet  his  fa- 
ther-in-law, and  did  obeifance,  and  kiffed  him  ;  and 
they  a&ed  each  other  of  their  welfare ;  and  tjiey  came 
into  the  tent."  Were  it  after  the  feparation  of  but  a 
day,  friends  have  a  thoufand  queftions  to  afk>  a  thou- 
fand  Jittle  incidents  to  relate  ;  about  their  health,  their 
entertainment,  their  dangers,  their  deliverances ;  about 
the  obfervations  which  they  have  made,  the  proje&s 
they  may  have  formed.  What  muft  it  then  have 
been  for  two  fuch  friends,  for  fuch  a  father  and  fon, 
after  a  feparation  of  many  months,  during  whi(:h, 
events  of  fuch  high  moment  to  both  had  taken  place, 
to  meet  together  again  in  health  and  comfort,  to  copi- 
municate  mutually  the  full  foul,  to  retire  into  the 
teiit,  to  ihut  out  the  world,  and  give  vent  to  the  over- 
flowings of  (:endernefs  and  afteftion ! 

And  with  what  a  fubjeft  of  converfation  are  they 
furniflied  ;  "  And  Mofes  told  his  father-in-law  all 
that  the  Lord  haij  done  unto  Pharaoh,  and  to  the 
Egyptians^  for  Ifrael's  fake,  and  all  the  travel  that  had 
come  upon  them  by  thp  way,  and  how  the  Lord  de? 
livered  them."  The  moft  trifling  incidents  which  befal 
a  brother,  a  friend,  s^  child,  are  interefling  and  jm- 
portant.  What  mufl:  then  have  been  the  emotions  of 
Jethro  tp  hear  the  wonders  of  Egypt  ;  to  learn  the 
great  things  of  God,  aftonifhlng  in  themfelves,  and 
Requiring  an  additional  -weight,  creating  a  new  inter- 
eft,  from  the  perfon  who  related  theni,  and  who  was 
himfelf  fo  deeply  concerned  in  the  event  ? 

But  the  good  man  is  elevated,  as  he  wondering 
liftens  to  the  wonderful  tale,  above  all  perfonal  and 
Telfifli  regards,  above  the  partiality  of  private  friend- 
fliip,  above  the  tendernefs  of  natural  afteftion.  His 
heart  dilates  at  the  thought  qf  a  whole  nation  deliv- 
ered, of  a  tyrant  trampled  in  the  duft,  of  the  power, 

wifdom 
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iwifdom  and  mercy  of  God  magnified*  *^  And  Jethro 
rejoiced  for  all  the  goodnefs  vhich  the  Lord  had  done 
to  Ifrael ;  whom  he  had  delivered  out  of  the  handi 
of  the  Egyptians.  And  Jethro  faid,  BlelTed  be  the 
Lord,  who  hath  delivered  you  out  of  the  hand  of  the 
Egyptians^,  and  out  of  the  hand  of  Pharaoh,  who  hath 
delivered  the  people  from  under  the  hand  of  the 
Egypjtians^  ^ow  I  know  that  the  Lord  is  greater 
than  all  gods ;  for  in  the  thing  wherein  they  dealt 
proudly,  be  was  above  th.em/' 

This  friendly  interview  iflues  in  a  folemn  religious 
fervice,  in  which  Aaron  and  all  the  elders  of  Ifrael  arc 
called  to  affift.  What  a  bleffed  influence  has  true  re- 
Hgion,  in  conciliating  kjndnefs  and  confirming  friend- 
fliip !  When  men  cordially  agree  in  the  fame  glorious 
pbjed  of  worihip,  the  littjc  peculiarities  of  form  will 
not  obftrudl  the  mutual  attraction  of  brotherly  love. 
Prejudice  will  droop  and  die,  and  charity  will  draw  a 
veil  over  its  neighbour's  fingularities  and  imperfedions. 
Happy  the  family  whofe  union  is  cemented  by  piety ; 
the  family  whofe  happinefs  and  peace  are  built  upon 
the  love  of  God ;  whofe  employments, communications 
and  purfuits  are  improved  and  fan£tified  by  prayer ! 

Due  attention  having  been  paid  to  the  calls  of  hof- 
pitality,  the  didates  of  private  friendfhip,  and  the 
idemands  of  filial  duty,  Mofes  reverts  next  day  be? 
time$  to  the  difcharge  of  the  duties  of  his  public  ftar 
tion.  The  time,  the  talents  of  the  minifter  of  God, 
are  not  his  •  own,  they  belong  to  mankind.  Super- 
ficial obfervers  who  confider  but  the  eminence  of  the 
place  which  a  magiftrate  fills,  the  robe  which  he 
^ears,  the  refpeCt  with  which  he  is  attended,  look 
up  to  him  with  envy,  and  call  him  blefled.  They 
think  not  of  the  thoufand  facrifices  which  he  is  con-r 
ftrained  to  make  of  his  eafe,  of  his  inclination,  of  his 
health,  of  his  natural  propenfities,  of  his  private  at* 
tachments.  They  talk  of  the  honours  and  emoluments 
of  his  office,  but  they  overlook  his  anxious  days,  his 
painful  toils,  hi^  fleeplcfs  nights,  the  caufelefs  hatred 
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vrhich  lie  inctirs,  the  anprovoked  xnfults  which  he 
jfmd  bear,  and  muft  not  refent,  the  furrendar  which 
he  muft  make  of  iblid  and  fubftantial  felicity,  and  the 
exchange  of  real  and  certain  tranqiaillity,  for  uncer** 
tain  ufefalneb  or  precarious  reputation.  Who  would 
not  be  Mo£es9  to  fit  on  high  and  judge  the  people  ? 
But  who  would  jbe  Mofes  to  have  the  people  (land 
by  frim  for  judgment,  ^*  from  the  morning  to  the" 
levening  !*' 

The  obfcure  p^rt  of  mankind  are  little  fenfibie  what 
they  owe  to  Providence  for  their  obfcurity.  They  can 
go  out  and  come  in  unnoticed.  They  can  go  to  reft 
when  they  will,  and  continue  it  as  long  as  they  pleafe. 
They  have  no  vigilant,  jealous,  envious  eye  over  them. 
They  are  free  from  the  dreadful  conflift  of  inclination 
jind  duty,  of  intereft  and  confcience,  of  reverence  for 
God  and  refpefl:  for  man.  They  can  enjoy  their 
femilies  and  friends*  What  they  have,  however  little, 
they  can  call  their  ov^n.  What,  compared  to  thefe, 
and  fi^ch  advantages  "is  thefe,  is  the  ermine  cloak,  the 
ivory  flceptre,  the  g^m-encircled  crown  ?  Rejoice,  O 
man,  that  the  world  knows  thee  not,  cares  not  for 
thee,  condefcends  not  to  trouble  thy  repofe.  Creep 
thy  way  filently,  I  befeech  thee,  to  heaven  ;  unafraid 
of  being  overlooked,  neglcfted  and  forgotten  in  the 
multitude  of  the  redeemed,  who  there  live,  and  reign, 
and  "  rejoice,  with  joy  unfpeakable  and  full  of 
glory." 

Obferve  how  even  a  Mofes  may  err  in  an  excefs  of 
zeal,  through  ignorance,  inexperience  or  inattention* 
Defirpps  of  doing  good  by  adminiftering  juftice  im- 
partially, he  cares  not  what  trouble  and  labour  it  may 
coft  himfelf.  The  fervice  of  fear  or  of  neceffity  is 
flow,  relu<9:ant,  partial  and  imperfedl ;  th^  labour  of 
love  is  cheerful,  a<3;iye  and  perfevering,  Mofes  is  in 
jh^p  way  of  his  duty  early  and  late.  If  the  public  be 
ferved  faithfully,  if  equity  be  difpenfed,  if  God  be 
Pflorified,  he  is  willing  to  fpend  and  to  be  fpent  in 
jTuch  a  caufe*  *'  And  Mofes  faid  unto  his  father-in- 
law. 
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law,  b^ecaufe  ^^  the  people  come  i^nto  ine  to  inquire  of 
God :  when  they  have  a  matter,  they  come  unto  me ; 
and  J  judge  between  one  and  another,  and  I  do  m^ke 
them  know  the  ftatutes  of  God,  and  his  law5/'* 

We  have  feen  Jethrp,  in  the  charad^r  of  a  piou« 
man,  an  affedionate  neighbot^r,  ^nd  a  kind  relation* 
We  fee  him  now  blending  with  tjiefe  e;KcelIent  quali^ 
ties  the  charafter  of  an  able  ftatefman  .and  fagaciou^ 
politician..  Ther^  1.$  no  man  fp  wife  as  not  to  need 
^nilru^ion,  and  none  fo  fimple  as  to  be  incapable  ojF 
fometimes  giving  advice..  Xethro  plainly  perceived, 
Ithat  the  courfe  of  life  which  his  fon-in-law  was  purfu* 
\xi%  muft  fooa  prove  fatal  to  hinj.  T^^at,  by  attempt* 
^ng  y;rhat  was  beyond  his  ftrength  to  bear  or  perform, 
he  was  in  the  way  of  quickly  rendering  himfelf  unable 
jto  do  any  thing  at  all.  He  therefore  propofes  a  fubdi*- 
irifion  of  the  toil,  by  the  appointment  pf  proper  men 
^o  the  office  of  judge,  who  might  try  and  determine 
the  caufes  of  lefs  importance,  and  apply  to  Mofes, 
and  to  Godi  through  him,  only  in  matters  of  high 
moment,  and  ^s  the  lad  refort.  Thus  Mofes  would 
l)e  greatly  relieved,  many  good  men  would  be  trained 
up  to  the  ufeful,  honourable  and  important  employ? 
pient  of  judging  between  his  brpthr^n,  and  the  peo? 
pie  meanwhile  fuftain  no  damage. 

The  qualities  which  he  points  out  as  requifite  to 
conftitute  this  character,  ihew  how  carefully  he  had 
ponftdjered  the  fubjeft,  and  how  well  fitted  he  was  to , 
advife  in  a  matter  of  this  kind.  JLet  thofe  who  hav^ 
the  appointment  of  judges  ftudy  well  what  he  fays, 
and  ad  accordingly.  "  Thou  ihalt  provide  out  of  all 
the  people  able  men,  fuch  as  fe^r  God,  men  of  truth, 
bating  covetpufncfs  :  and  place^a:^  over  them,  to  be 
rulers  of  thoufands,  and  rulers  of  hundreds,  rulers  of 
^fties,  and  rwlers  of  tens/'f 

The  firft  requifite  in  a  judge,  according  to  Jethro, 
is  ability.  He  muft  be  a  man  of  fenfe,  penetration 
gind  dilcernment.     Becaufe,  with  ^he  beft  intentions, 

a  ftupid, 

*  y«fii  15,  16.  t  Ver.  zu 


«2o  Hijlory  of  Mofes.  Lect.  XVI* 

a  ftupid,  weak  <>r  diflipated  man,  will  be  apt  to  err  la 
judgment;  either  beeaufe  he  is  unable  to  compre- 
hend the  caufe,  or  will  not  employ  the  neceflary  time 
and  pains  to  underftand  it. 

But  what  are  the  greateft  and  moft  fhining  abilities, 
deftitute  of  a  principle  of  confcience  ?  They  are  but  a 
mifchievous  weapon  in  the  bands  of  a  bad  rtian.  A 
judge,  therefore,  ought  to  be  a  man  that  fears  God. 
A  man,  not  only  reftrained  by  refpeft  to  the  world, 
or  aftuated  by  regard  to  reputation  ?  thefe  are  found 
feeble  and  inefRcacious  in  the  hour  of  temptation  ; 
thefe  are  fluduating  and  unft^ady,  as  the  opinions, 
paflions  and  interefts  of  men  ;  but  the  fear  of  the 
Lord  is  a  perpetual  unchanging  motive  and  reftraint, 
the  fame  in  darknefs  as  in  the  light,  the  fame  in  fecret 
as  before  the  eyes  of  the  whole  world. 

This  priaciple  is  clofely  eonnefted  with,  and  indeed 
it  naturally  produces  a  third  quality,  of  primary  im- 
portance in  this  charafter.  A  judge  muft  be  a  man  of 
fruth.  A  facred  obferver  of  truth  in  what  he  fays 
himfelf ;  a  diligent  promoter  of  truth,  and  an  impar- 
tial avenger  of  falfehood  and  injuftice  in  others.  Even 
a  regard  to  fome  of  the  principles  of  religion,  uncon- 
nefted  with  the  love  of  truth  and  juftiee,  which  arc 
jof  the  number  of  fhofe  principles,  might  be  apt  to 
miflead  a  man.  Corapaflion,  for  example,  might 
difpofe  a  judge  to  favour  the  poor  man,  though  he 
has  the  worft  caufe.  The  all-wife  God,  therefore, 
thought  it  neceffary  to  throw  in  a  fpecial  caution  to 
this  purpofe,  left  a  principle,  amiable  and  excellent 
in  itfelf,  fhould  be  perverted  into  a  fourcc  of  injuftice, 
;2md  has  enjoined,  by  a  pofitive  ftatute,*  that  th^ 
caufe,  not  theperfonor  condition  of  the  man,  fhould 
he  conficjered  by  him  who  fits  in  judgment. 

Jethro  finally  lays  it  down  as  effential  to  the  charac- 
ter of  a  judge,  that  he  be  a  man  who  bates  covetoiifnefs. 
in  which  there  is  a  ftrong  infinuation,  that  where  the 

love 

*  **  Neither  ilialt  thou  countenance  a  poor  man  in  his  gaufe*" 
£xod.  xxiii.  5. 


Lect.  XVI.  Hi/lory  (f  Mofes.  221 

love  of  money  predominates,  the  exercife  of  all  other 
neceffary  and  liaitable  qualities  are  likely  to  be  obftruA- 
cd  or  perverted  ;  ability  under  fuch  influence  render- 
ed only  more  dangerous  and  hurtful }  the  fear  of  God 
lulled  afleep  ;  the  heart  hardened  ;  the  confcienee, 
by  the  ftrong  opiate  of  gold,  reduced  to  a  ftate  of 
infenfibility,  and  truth  and  jufirce  hoodwinked  on  the 
tribunal. 

The  hiftory  of  our  own  country  affords  a  melan- 
choly example  of  the  truth  of  this  obfervation,  in  the 
donduft  of  that  "  greateft,  wifeft,  meaneft  of  man- 
kind,'  Sir  Francis  Bacon,  Lord  Verulam^  and  Lord 
High  Chancellor  of  England,  in  the  reign  of  James  L 
who  with  a  foul  that  comprehended,  filled,  extended 
and  enlarged  the  circle  of  fcience  \  a  genius  that  pen- 
etrated through  the  whole  vaft  fyftem  of  nature,  an 
imagination  that  tranfcended  the  flaming  boundaries 
©f  the  world,  and  a  heart  devoted  to  the  love  of  God 
.  and  mankind: — bafely  received  the  wages  of  unright- 
eoufnefs,  accepted  a  bribe  to  pervert  juftice,  was  ac- 
cufed  and  convided  of  corruption  in  the  execution  of 
his  high  and  important  trufl:,  acknowledged  his  own 
fhame,  and  was  defervedly  driven,  with  difgrace  to 
himfelf,  and  with  the  indignation,  fliame  and  pity  of 
a  mortified  and  aftoniflied  world,  from  an  honourable 
fl:ation  which  he  filled  fo  unworthily. 

But  alas,  after  all,  when  we  read  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  judges  and  of  generals  and  of  their  requifite 
qualities,  of  what  does  it  remind  us  but  that  .men  are 
felfifh,  covetous,  litigious  and  violent  :  tenacious  of 
their  own,  and  ready  to  encroach  upon  others  ? 
XVherefore  is  law?  Wherefore  are  there  tribunals? 
They  are  for  "  the  lawlefs  and  difobedient."  Make 
men  juft,  gentle,  kindly  afleftioned  ;  make  them 
chiiftians  indeed,  and  then  war  is  at  an  end;  the 
courts  are  fhut  up  ;  then  there  would  be  no  need  of  a 
judge,  becaule  there  would  be  no  offender. 

The  advice  which  was  wifely  and  kindly  given,  is 
gracioufly  and  candidly  receivtxl.     A  proud  and  felf- 

fufficient 
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faflScient  fpirit  would  bave  rejefted  the  cotihfel,  how- 
ever falutary,  becaufe  tendered  by  a  ftranger.  But 
true  wifdom  only  cottfiders  whether  the  hint  be  ufeful,- 
praaicable  and  neceffary,  without  regarding  from 
what  quarter  it  comest.  And  fuch  wai  the  wifdom  of 
Mofes,  and  he  was  prepared  for  ^onterfe  Mi^ith  God,* 
who  had  learned  deference  and  refpeft  for  the  opin- 
ions of  men*  And  thiks  the  very  firft  rudiments  of* 
the  Jewifli  cohftitution,  Were  ftiggefted  by  the  obfer- 
i^ation  and  experience  of  a  ffranger  and  a  Midianitc. 
And  the  great  Jehovah  difdained  not  fo  permit  hisr 
prophet  to  be  taught,  and  his  peopk  to  be  governed, 
by  the  wifdom  and  intelligence  of  a  good  man,  though 
he  was  not  of  the  cotiimonwealth  of  IfraeL  If  men* 
were  capable  of  learning  to  be  Wife  and  good,  He  wha 
is  wifdom  and  goodnefs  itfelf  would  vouchfafe  to  teach 
them,  not  by  precept  only,  btit  by  example  alfo.  A& 
Jfethro  fuggefted,  fo  it  was  done,  Mofes  was  eafed 
of  a  burthen  intolerable,  the  courfe  of  juftice  was  not 
flopped,  Gdd  was  glorified,  and  the  world  edified. 

You  muft  have  obferved,  that  I  have  once  and 
again  held  out  to  your  expedtation  a  fubjeft  of  dif-^ 
courf(5, .,  from  which  I  have  once  and  a  fecond  time 
Ihrunk  back.  It  is  ftill  before  me,  and  I  feel  myfelf' 
a^  reluftant  as  ever  to  proceed*  Who  is  not  ready  t6 
fink  under  the  awful  terrors  of  the  difpeilfation  of  the 
law  from  Sinai  ?  "  Who  is  fufficient  for  fuch  things  ?'' 
But  I  muft  venture  to  go  on,  and  endeavour  to  carry 
you  with  me  to  the  foot  of  that  tremendous  moun- 
tain. And  I  flatter  myfeff  you  have  not  been  alto- 
gether difappointed  or  injured  in  being  flopped  a  little 
in  your  progrefs.  With  recruited  ftrength  and  fpirits, 
we  fhall  attempt  to  advance  on  our  way.  But  we 
fnall  firft  from  this  eminence  furvey  the  ground  over 

^  which  we  have  travelled.     Eminence,  did  I  fay  ?  No. 

'  Let  us  join  the  innocent,  cheerful  fociety  in  the  tent 
of  Mofes,  and  learri  to  cultivate  the  endearing  chari- 
ties of  private  life ;  and,  having  confidered  it  well,  let 
us  retire  making  fuch  reflections  as  thefe— 

That 
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That  it  is  not  fortitude,  but  folly,  unncGdTarily  tt> 
cxpofe  ourfelves,  or  thofe  whom  we  love,  to  hardfhips' 
and  danger.  "  If  any  provide  not  for  bis  own,  and 
fpecially  for  thofe  of  his  own  houfe,  he  hath  denied 
the  faith,  and  is  worfe  than  an  infidel/'*  It  is  our 
care,  not  oar  labour  and  reflexion,  which  we  are  en-^ 
couraged  to  caft  upon  God.  k 

That  it  argueis  a  deficiency  inTome  moral  principle* 
or  another,  when  perfons  whom  nature,  and  the  obli- 
gations of  fociety  have  united,  difcover  an  inclination 
to  live  afunder.  Wifdom  or  neceffity  may  impofe  af 
temporary  feparation  :  but  well-difpofed  minds  ever 
look  to,  and  eagerly  lay  hold  of  the  means  and  the 
feafon  of  reftoration  and  union. 

That  regard  to  public  utility,  e^salts  and  improves 
private  friendfhip. 

That  to  promote  the  glory  of  God,  his  own  virtue, 
and  the  good  of  his  fellow  creatures,  i^  the  great  and 
conftant  arm  of  every  good  man. 

That  as  none  is  too  wife  to  learn,  it  is  a  proof  of 
aSedion  to  communicate  ufeful  bints;  and  a  high 
proof  of  wifdom  lo  take  and  ufe  them,  from  whatever 
quarter  they  come^  Th^re  is  one  Being  only  who  is 
not  to  be  inftru^ed.  *'  How  unfearchable  ai%  his 
judgments,  and  his  ways  pad  finding  out  }  for  who 
hath  known  the  mind  of  the  Lord  ?  or  who  hath 
been  his  counfellor  V^i 

And  finally  that,  though  we  cannot  fuccefsfully  im- 
itate eminent  men  in  every  particular  of  condud,  or 
in  the  difplay  of  talents  which  may  be  denied  to  our- 
felves, we  are  not  thereby  precluded  from  the  exerclfe 
of  the  inferior  talents  which  we  poffefs,  and  from  a 
virtuous  emulation  where  it  is  pollible  for  us  to  fuc- 
ceed.  Let  me  ftrive  to  be  a  Mofes  in  fome  things, 
though  I  be  confcious  I  muft  fall  inconceivably  behind 
himinmoft.     Amen. 


*  i  Tim.  T.  8..  f  Rom.  xi,  32,  34.. 
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EXODUS  :tix.  16—22.. 

Jlnd  it  eattii  to  pafs  on  the  third  day  in  the  mrni^ig,  that 
there  were  thunders  and  lightnings ^  and  a  thick  cloud  up^ 
on  the  mount ^  and  the  voice  of  the  trumpet  exceeding  loud  ; 

fo  that  all  the  people  that  was  in  the  camp  trembled^ 
And  Mofes  brought  forth  the  people  out  of  the  camp  to 
meet  with  God,  and  they  flood  at  the  nether  part  of  the 
mount.  And  mount  Sinai  was  altogether  on  a  fmoke^ 
becaufe  the  Lord  defended  upon  it  in  fire  :   and  the 

fmoke  thjereof  afcended  as  thefmoke  of  a  furnace^,  and  the 
whole  mount  quaked  greatly.  And  when  the  voice  of 
the  trumpet  founded  long^  and  waxed  louder  and  louder^ 
Mtfes  fpakcj  and  God  anfwered  him  by  a  voice.  And 
the  Lord  came  down  upon  mount  Sinai,  on  the  top  of  the 
mount :  and  the  Loid  called  Mofes  up  to  the  top  of  the 
mount,  and  Mofes  went  up.  And  the  Lord  faid  unta 
Mofes,  Go  down,  charge  the  people,  lefh  they  break 
through  unto  the  Lord  to  gazCy  and  many  of  them 

perijb.  And  let  the  priefis  alfo,  which  come  near  ta 
the   Lord,  fan6tify  themfelves,    left  the  Lord  break 

forth  upon  them. 

In  man,  as  he  came  perfeft  from  the  hands  of  hisi 
Creator,  the  immortal  principle,  the  "  breath  of  life," 
**  the  living  foul'Vexercifed  its  juft  dominion  over  the 
earthly  and  fenfual  part  of  his  nature.  In  man,  de- 
graded by  fin,  we  behold  the  groffer  domineering 
ever  the  purer,  the  heavenly  fubjeded  to  the  terreftri- 


*      '■% 
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r1,  the  foul  a  flav«  to  the  fei^es*  When  our  nature 
through  grace  {hall  be  reftored, .  the  foul  fhall  refume 
its  empire  ;  the  body  itfelf  (hall  become  fpiritual,  fhall 
ihake  off  the  power  of  gravitation,  and  "  afcehd  to 
meet  the  Lord  In  the  air/*  being  '^  faihioned  like  un- 
to Chrift's  glorious^  body." 

The  difpenfationa  of  Heaven  ajre  fuited  to  the  con- 
dition of '  man.  *'  God  knows  our  frame,  and  re* 
membereth  that  we  are  duft.**  He  makes  fenfe  his 
road  to  the  mind  5  he  feizes  the  conference,  and 
melts  the  heart,  by  fpipaking  to  the  eyes  and  the  ears. 
And  when  we  confider  how  eafily,  and  through  how 
many  different  channels  he  can  force  hi^  way  to  the 
inmoft  receffes  of  the  man,  who  but  muft  fhudder  at 
the  thought  of  meeting  the  Father  of  fpirits,  ourfelves 
difembodied  fpirits ;  at  the  thought  of  dropping  the 
clay  tabernacle  in  its  native  duft,  and  of  becoming  all 
eye  to  fee  God  as  he  is,  all  ear  to  hear  his  voice,  all 
foul  to  perceive  and  comprehend  him  I  If  God,  en- 
couraging and  amiable  in  purifying  and  direfting 
fire,  in  the  cloudy  pillar,  and  in  hjirmlefs,  unconfum- 
ing  fire  in  the  bufh  at  Horeb,  be  awful ;  if  dreadful  at 
Sinai,  coming  in  fiafhing,  dazzling,  threatening  fire 
to  promulgate  his  law ;  what  mufl  he  be  "  coming  in 
flaming  fire  to  take  vengeance  on  them  that  know  not 
God,  and  that  obey  not  the  gofpel  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrifl  ?"  If  the  found  of  that  trumpet,  which  pro- 
clafmed  the  approach  of  God  to  Ifrael,  was  ready  to 
'  kUl  :the  living  with  fear,  what  muft  be  the  trumpet 
which  fhall  awake  the  dead  ?  Whatever  majefty  and 
^foleirinity  may  appear  in  tlje  giving  of  the  law,  every 
one  fhall  in  a  little  while  behold  it  infinitely  exceeded 
in  the  confummation  pi  the  gofpel. 

God  has  hitherto  declared  his  divine  perfedtions  by 
the  effefts  which  they  produced.  The  plagues  of 
Egypt  awfully  manifefted  his  power  and  jufiice,  The 
daily  fhowers  of  maona,  and  water  following  them 
from  the  rock,  befpeak  his  power  and  goodnefs.  But 
he  now  opens  hi*  mouth,,  to  proclaim  in  the  ears  of 
\qu*  IIL  P  Bien, 
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mcn^  bk  name,  his  nature  and  bis  wilL  Let  tus,  with 
Urael,  at  a  trembling,  diflance  contemplate  this  grqit 
iight,  and  liftea  with  ifeverencfe  ta  the  Almighty  utter- 
mg  his  voice. 

The  pofterity  of  Abraham,  according  to  the  prom- 
ife  is  now  become  a  great  nation.  But  what  are  mul- 
litudes  without  government,  and  what  government  is 
a  bleiSing  without  hiw  ?  Happinefs^  confifts  not  in  hav- 
ing fuch  and  Aich  pofleffion^,  but  in  being  fitted  to 
enjoy  what  we  have.  The  conftitution  of  other  ftates 
is  the  work  of  time,  is  the  refult  of  experience,  arrives 
at  maturity  by  degrees.  Laws  and  reftriOions,  encour- 
agements and  reftraint^  are  fuggefted  by  events.  But 
when  the  great  Jehovah  condefcends  to  become  a  legif- 
lator,  the  utinoft  extent  of  poffibility  lying  open  to  his 
view,  provifion  is  made  from  the  beginning  for  every 
cafe  that  can  happen*  The  rule  ai  his  government  v^ 
laid  down  at  once ;  and  the  civil  and  religious  conflitu- 
lion  of  that  nation  over  which  he  chofe  to  prefide,  ir 
cftabJi&ed  by  a  wifdom  which  cannot  err. 

It  was  iiot  unplealant,  as  we  were  contemplating 
the  fcenc  exhibited  in  the  preceding  chapter,  to  lif- 
tern  to  a  wife  and  good  man  gpfing  advice  with  refpeft 
to  the  adminiftration  of  public  jullice.  But  we  now 
tread  upon  hply  ground ;  ^nd  we  liften,  not  to  a  man 
like  ourCdves,  hut  to  the  only  wife  God.  The  whok 
^aken  together  unfolds  an  unparalleled  difplay  of  mer- 
cy and  majefty,  of  goodnefs  and  grandeun 

Forty-feven  days  have  now  elapfed,  fince  that 
<<  night  much  to  be  remembered,*'  when  the  deftroy- 
ing  angel  walked  through  the  midft  pf  Egypt,  and 
flew  all  the  firft  born.  And  how  many  Angular  and 
interefting  events  have  taken  place  in  that  fhort  peri- 
od ?  The  Red  Sea  has  been  divided  ;  the  bitter  waters 
of  Marah  fweetened ;  bread  from  heaven  rained  down  j 
a  living  ftream  extraOred  from  the  flinty  rock  in  Ho- 
reb  ;  Amalek  difcomfited  !  Whether  of  the  two  fliall 
we  mofl  admire,  the  greatnefs  of  the  works  which 
^od  performs,  or  the  facility  with  which  he  brings 

them 
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them  to  p^s  ?  What  a  high  value  are  we.  taught  to 
put  upon  timie,  whefi  we  fee  to  wfiat  valuable  purpofes, 
through  the  bleffing  and  affiftance  of  Heaven,  a  lit- 
tle lime  may  be  made  fubfervient- 

Three  days  more  are  employed  m  maldng  folcmn 
preparatipn  for  tliis  celeftial  vifitation  \  fo  that  the 
lajy  was  delivefpd  exa6ily  oh  the  fiftieth  day  after  the 
celebration  of  the  feaft  of  paffover*:  and  in  commera- 
pration  of  it,  the  Jfewifll  feaft  of  Pentecoft  was  ever  af- 
ter obferyed  and  rendered  illuftrious  in  the  annals  of 
the  chriftian  church,  by  a  liew  difpenfation,  not  of 
terror,  but  of  grace;  the  defcent  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
upon  the  apoftfes  of  our  Lord,  in  the  miraculous  gift 
or  tongues.  Even  the  minute  circumftances  of  times 
and  places,  may  have  a  Ijignificancy  and  an  import- 
ance oiF  which  we  have  at  prefent  no  apprehenfion. 
And  I  am  fully  perfuaded,  when  God  fliall  be  pleafed 
to  youchfafe  us  clearer  light,  and  ^refii  difcoveries  of 
his  will,  numberlefs  inftances  of  coincidence  and  re- 
fembl^ce  between  the  legal  and  evangelical  difpenfa- 
tiohs  (JjaJJ  rufh  upon  .us,  of  which  we  can  now  form 
no  cpnceptiori.  Why  God  has  appointed  the  feventh 
day  to  be  the  weekly  fabbath  ;  why  the  law  was  pro- 
claimed froni  Mount  Sinai  juft  after  feven  times  fev- 
en  days  had  elapfed  from  the  going  out  of  Egypt; 
why,  in  the  poileffion  of  Canaan,  the  land  was  to  be 
permitted  to  reft  every  feventh  year ;  why  the  general 
teleafe,  or  year  of  jubilee,  was  to  be  ftatedly  oblerved, 
after  a  conftant  revolution  of  feven  times  feven  years ; 
and  why  the  Holy  Ghoft  was  gi^^en  "  when  the  day 
of  Pemecofl:  was  fully  come,**  or  after  feven  times  fev- 
en days  frpni  the  day  that  "  Chrift  our  paffover  was 
facrificed  for  us  V*  Thefe  are  queftions  which  we  pre- 
tend not  to  refolve.  But  certain  it  is  thefe  things 
h^ve  a  meaning :  '*  I  know  it  not  now,  but  I  fliall 
fenow  k  hereafter.** 

iSinai,  tlvs  fcene  of  this  fplendid  exhibition,  is  the 
hjgheft  eminence  of  a  vaft  ridge  of  mountains,  which 
run  from  eaft  Xt  weft  through  Arabia  Petraea,  as  you 

P  2  go 
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go  from  the  nortb-eaft  coaft  o£  the  Red  Sea  to  Falef- 
tine.  The  adjoining  eminence  is  called  Horeb,  and 
is  rendered  illuftrious  by  the  miracle  of  the  water  if- 
fuing  from  the  rock*  And  from  their  propinquity,, 
and  their  forming  part  of  the  fame  chain  of  moun- 
tains, they  are  often  put  the  one  for  the  other  j  and 
the  adjacent  defer t  country  is  called,.  indifFerently, 
the  wildernefs  of  Horeb,  or  the  wildernefs  of  Sinai.  . 
Mofes  was  fif  ft  called  up  into  the.  mount  alone,  and 
thence  fent  back  to  the  people  with  repeated  meffages 
full  of  tendernefs  and  love.  Preparation  was  made 
for  the '  tremendous  appearance  of  the  glory  of  the 
Lord,  by  the  moft  gracious  and  reiterated  aflurances 
of  favour  and  proteftion.  This  is  the  endearing  lan- 
guage which  the  great  God  condefcends  to  emptoy  on 
the  occasion  5;  "Ye.  have  feen  what  I  did  unto  the 
Egyptians,  and  howl  bskre  you.on  eagle's  wings,  and 
brought  you  unto  myfelf.  Now ,  therefore,  if  ye  will 
obey  my  voice  indeed,  and  keep  my  covenaht,  then 
ye  fliall  be  a  peculiar  tr^afure  unjLo  me  above  all  peo- 
ple ;  for  all  the  earth  is  mine* '  And  ye  fhall  be  unto 
me  a  kingdom  of  priefts,  and  an  holy  nation.  Thefe 
are  the  words  which  thou  Ihalt  fpeak  unto  the  children 
of  Ifrad/*  '  The  beautiful  image  of  the  eagle,  and 
her  young  ones,  is  happy  beyond  expreflion,  and  evi- 
dently proceeds  from  Him  from  whofe  view  no  part 
of  the  world  of  nature  .lies  concealed.  TKe  natursd 
hiftory  of  that  king,  of  the  feathered  race,  were  this 
the  time  and  the  place  to  introduce  it,  would  be  the 
beft  commentary  on  the  paffage.  But  we  may  at 
leaft  ftop  to  illuftrate,  by  comparing  it  with  the  fame 
image,  delineated  by  the  fame  mafterly  hand,  with  ftill 
greater  ftrength  of  colouring,  and  greater  force  and 
variety  of  exprefGon.  "For  the  Lord*^s  portion  is 
his  people  ;  Jacob  is  the  lot  of  his  inheritaiice.  'He 
found  him  in  a  defert  land,  and  in  the  wafte  howling 
wildernefs ;  he  led;  him  about,  he  inflrufted  him,  he 
kept  him  as  i-u  -^pjile  of  his  eye.  As  an  eagle  ftir- 
reth  up  her  nci^.,  nuitereth  over  her  young,  fpreadeth 

*  abroad 
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abroad  her  wings,  takelh  them,  beareth  them  on  her 

wings';  fo  the  Lord  alone  did  lead  him,  and  there 

.  was  no  ftrange  God  with  him.     He  iliade  him  ride 

^h  the  high  places  of  the  earth,  that  *he  might  eat 

the  increafe  of  the  fields  ;  and  he  tnade  him  to  fuck 

lioney  out  oiF  the  rock,  and  oii  out  of  the  flinty  rock/** 

The  fagacity  and  vigilance  of  the  eagle  in  providing 

the  iiieans  of  fupport  afld  fafety  for  her  callow  brood, 

her  ftrength  and  fiercenefs  in  defefnding  them,  her 

^nder  fympathy  with  theii:  weakhefe,  her  anxiety  to 

'haften  on  their  niatuTity  and  capacity  to  provide  for 

themfelves,  the  pains   which   Ihe  takes  to  inftruft 

them  to  fly,— as  they  are  all  fully  jiiftified  by  fads,  fo 

they  are  conveyed  to  tis  in  language  the  moll  fimple, 

plain  and  elegant ;  and  raife  tis  to  the  contemplation 

.  of  an  objeflt,  of  all  others  the  fublimefl:,  fweeteft, 

.  mofl   interetling  "and  moft   compofing  to  the  foul. 

They  reprefent  to  us,  the  all  comprehending  view  of 

eternid  Providence,   the   never-fleeping   eye  of   the 

Watchman  of  Ifrael,  the  unaflailable  protedion  of  the 

heatvenly  fcrUardian,  the   inoYe  than  maternal  care, 

diligence  and  zeal*  which  Jehovah  continually  exer- 

cifes  over  them  that  ire  his.     Happy  is  that  people 

that  is  in  fuch  a  cafe  :  yea,  happy  is  that  people  whofe 

God  is  the  X^rd,**t 

As  the  friehdfliip  between  God  and  Abraham,  the 
father  and  fotinder  of  that  great  nation^  commenced 
-and  "V^ras  confirmed  in  the  folemn  ratification  of  a 
covenant,  performed  according  to  rites  of  God's  own 
.appointing;  fo  the  political  exiftence  atid  importance 
of  that  nation  were  direded  to  take  their  rife  in  the 
tutting  or  dmding  a  covenant'J^  with  fimilar  folemnities. 
And  this  was  the  t^nor,  thefe  were  the  conditions  of 
It.  On  the  pan  of  Ifrael,  in  one  word,  obedience  to 
the  voice  of  God;  fubmiffion  in  all  things  to  the 
will  of  their  beft  friend,  and  kindeft  benefadlor,  who 
could  have  nothing  in  view  butrtfieir  happinefs.  On 
the  part  of  God,  the  promife  of  a  p:    fi'ion  of  blef- 
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fings  temporal,  fpiritual  and  everlaftihg ;  a  rank  amohg 
the  nations,  which  flio'uld  render  them  the  envy  arid 
wonder  of  the  world  \  an  eftablilhment,  which  length 
of  time  fhould  hot  impair  ;  a  fuccefSon  of  prophets, 
of  priefts  and  of  princes,  which  was  to  iffue  in  the 
eternal  priefthood  and  unlimited  fovereignty  of  one, 
whofe  government  was  to  be  an  univerfal  and  ever- 
laftin^  bleffing  to  them  and  to  mankind.  *^  Te  fliall 
fee  a  peculiar  treafure  unto  me  above  all  people  :  for 
all  the  earth  is  mine."  Segtdah,  ^^  a  peculiar  treafure,*' 
fomethihg  exceedingly  priced  and  leauloufly  preferved, 
a  gem  of  peculiar  luure  and  value,  which  an  affluent 
ind  powerful  prince  culls  but  from  among  many, 
iakes  under  his  own  particular  charge,  and  will  liot 
^ntruft  to  the  care  of  another, 

Mofes  takes  up  this  ffriking  idea  again  iii  that  beau-* 
tiful  fong  of  praife,  in  which,  at  the  clofe  of  life,  he  re^ 
capitulates  the  wonderful  ways  of  Providence  to  that 
chofen  family  :  "  Thfi  Lord's  portion  is  his  people  \ 
Jacot)  is  the  lot  of  his  inheritance."*'  The  promifQ 
Which  follows  in  the  fii^'th  verfe,  is  wonderfiilly  calcu- 
lated to  infpire  id^as  of  dignity  and  importance  j  "  Ye 
Ihall  be  unto  me  a  kingdom  of  priefts,  and  ah  holy  na- 
iioh."  They  had  juft  left  a  country  where  the  prieft-^ 
hood  was  held  in  high  eftimation  ;  whe?e  the  perfohs 
of  thofe  who  bore  that  facred  character  were  ihviolfi- 
ble,  and  their  property  exempted  from  the  impofts 
which  were  laid  upon  that  of  other  fubjefts.  feut 
the  peculiar  refpefl:  paid  to  this  order  of  men,  and  the 
immunities  which  they  enjoyed,  ferved  only  to  expofQ 
mere  gljiringly  the  contraft,  the  degradatioA  and  difv 
trefs  of  the  great  body  of  the  people.  Whereas  here 
was  a  whole  nation  deftined  of  Heaven  to  equal  hbn- 
ours ;  not  a  king  and  fubjeds,  but  a  commonwealth 
of  kings ;  not  one  miniftering  at  the  altar  in  the  name 
of  thoufands,  one  admitted  within  theveil,  ^md  myriads 
removed  to  an  humbling,  mortifying  diftance;  but 
a  kingdom  of  pricftg,  an  holy  nation,  'majefty  and  fane- 
tity  in  one.  Thefe 
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Thefe  are  the  words  which  Mc^  is  commanded  ta 
Tehearfe  in  the  cars  of  all  the  people.  Having  de- 
fcended  from  .the  mount,  he  collefts  them  according- 
ly by  thtirMders  ;  the  men  firft  in  age,  firft  in  wifdomj 
iirft  in  dignity  and  authority ;  and  delivers  t©  them 
the  high  meffage  which  he  had  in  charge.  Impreff- 
ed  at  once  with  the  power  and  grace  of  their  heavenly 
King,  they  as  one  man  reply,  *'  All  that  the  Lord  hath 
fpoken  we  will  do."  Which  anfwer  Mofes  again  re-^ 
ports  to  his  dread  Employer.  Thus,  in  the  very  pre- 
paratives for  the  pubKcation  of  the  law,  tlie  mediation 
of  the  gofpel  was  clearly  taught  and  inculcated  ;  and 
ihus  throtighout  we  perceive  that  guilty  creatures  can 
have  no  fare  nor  cemfortable  accefs  to  a  holy  God, 
but  by  means  of  "  a  days-man  to  lay  his  hands  upon 
feoth.;"  and  thus,  the  very  minifter  of  a  fiery  law  ex^ 
hibited  a  type  of  tbat  great  High-Prieft,  at  once  "  mer- 
ciftfl  and  faithful  ;^  "  faithful  in  the  things  pertaining 
to  God;**  ^^meroiful,  to  make  tecondiiation  for  the 
fins  of  ilie  people.'* 

Mofes  is  upon  this  informed,  that  God  intended  on 
the  third  day  from  that  rime  to  manifeft  himfelf  to  ali 
the  people  a«  the  Leader  and  Ruler  of  that  vaft  army, 
and  as  the  Employ^er  and  Patron  of  Mofes  his  prophet,  in 
a  manner  that  ffould  leave  no  room  to  doubt  in  whofe 
Jiame  he  fpake,  ahd  by  what  authority  he  afted :  *'  And 
the  Lord  faid  unto  Mofes,  Lo,  I  come  unto  thee  in  a 
thick  cloud,  that  the  people  may  hear  when  I  fpeak 
with  thee,  and  feeliere  thee  forever.  And  Mofes  told 
the  words  of  ;the  people  unto  th^  Lord*"  *'  I  come 
to  thee  in  a  thick  cJoud."  God  already  reiided 
among  Ifrael,  and  prefided  over  them  in  a  pillar  of  W 

fire  and  a  cloud.  But  whatever  be  the  medium  of 
communicatiojn  between  the  Deitv  and  his  creatures, 
it  is  capable  of  being  increafed  and  improved  beyond 
imagination.  There  is  a  darknefs  grofler,  and  a  cloud 
thicker  and  more  awfully  impregnated,  than  any  of 
which  we  have  had  experience.  There  is  a  voice 
louder,  and  a  glory  brighter  than  any  which  we  have 
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heard  or  feen*  Who  can  declare^  who  can.  concciv^i 
the  utmoft  extent  of  the  power  of  the  Aln^ighty  ? 
There  is  a  fplendour  infinitely  fuperipr  to  that,  of  "  the 
fun  fhihing  in  hi«  ftrength/'  There  may  be  an  angel 
excelling  in  might :  "  Gabriel,  who  (lands  in  the-pref- 
ience  of  God^*'  Know  we  ever.  Jo  much,  there  is  s^ 
field  of  difcovery  before  us  infinite  as  the  irameniity 
of  Jehovah,  to  employ  a  duration  of  inquiry  endle^ 
as  his  eternity. 

A  command  is  now  ilTued  to  the  people  to  emplay 
themfelves  that  day  and  the  next  in  fplemn  prepara- 
tion for  this  jauguft  vifit*  They  are  direfted,  as  an  ex- 
ternal mark  of  refpeft  to  the  moft  holy  God,  as  a  tp-^ 
ken  of  obedience,  and  as  an  indication  of  inward  puri- 
ty, towafh  their  clothes^  to  abftain  from  whatever 
might  defile  the  body  or  the  mind,  and  even  to  deny 
themfelves  fuch  innocent  and  lawful  gratifications  as 
might  have  a  tendency  to  difturb  their  attention  and 
diftrafl:  their  thoughts.  When  God  came  to  give  the 
law,  he  came  after  folcmn  warning,  he  gave  evident 
figns  Pf  his  approach,  he  declared  to  a  moment  when 
he  was  to  be  heard  and  feen  in  his  majefty.  But,  when 
he  fhall  come  to  execute  the  law,  we  are  informed  that 
he  fhall  take  the  world  by  furprifc,  that  men  may  be 
always  ready*  **  Behold  I  will  come  on  thee  as  a  thief, 
and  thou  fhalt  not  know  what  hour  t  will  come  upon 
thee.***  *'  Watch  therefore  :  for  ye  know  not  what 
hour  your  Lord  doth  c6me/*t  ^-  Be  ye  alfo  ready  : 
for  in  fuch  an  hour  as  ye  think  not,  the  Solji  of  Man 
coineth.**! 

When  but  a  friend  or  neigli^bour  is  expeded  to  vifit 
us,  decency  requires  that  our  perfons,  our  houfes,  or 
entertainment,  be  rendered  as  inofFenlive  and  as  ac* 
ceptable  as  we  can  make  them. '  The  anxiety  which 
men  feel,  and  the  pains  which  they  take  to  receive  and 
jentertam  their  fuperiors,  is  top  well  known  to  need 
any  remark.  It  is  only  when  the  King  .of  kings,  and 
the  Lord  of  lords  announces  his  approach,  that  men 
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9XC  incurious,  unceremonious,  carelefs  and  indifier* 

The  great  Jehovah  was  to  manifeft  hitnfcif  firft  to 
the  eye.  "  Be  ready  againft  the  third  day  ^  for  the 
third,  day  the  Lord  will  fcoihe  down,  in  the  fight  of 
all  the  people,  upon  mount  Sihaii"  All  is  hitherto 
attraftive  and  encouraging*  The  face  of  God  is  cloth- 
^  with  fmiles.  He  comes  ^*  to  dwell  with  men  upon 
.earth.**  But  the  grace  and  condefc^hfion  of  God^ 
while  they  invite  to  thfe  communications  of  friehdfliip^ 
forbid  the  boldnefs  and  freedom  -pf  familiarity*  While 
he  makes  himielf  known  as  a  Father,  a  Prote^lor,  a 
Guide,  he  permits  us  not  to  forget  that  he  is  at  the 
fame  time  "  a  great  God,  and  a  great  King.**  There- 
fore  a  ftri£l  injunftion  is  given  in  the  twelfth  and  thir- 
teenth  verfes,  *'  And  tljiou  (halt  fet  bounds  unto  the 
people  round  about,  faying.  Take  heed  to  yourfelves, 
that  ye  go  not  up  into  the  mount,  or  touch  the  border 
of  it :  whofoever  touchelh  the  mount  fliall  furely  be 
put  to  death*  There  fliall  riot  an  *  hand  touch  it,  but 
he  fhall  furely  be  ftoned,  or  fliot  through ;  whether  it 
be  beaft  or  man^  it  (ball  not  live  :  when  the  trumpet 
foundeth  long,  ye  (hall  come  up  to  the  mount.**  This 
laft  expre(Soh,  *^  When  the  trumpet  foundeth  Ibng, 
ye  (hall  come  up  to  the  mount,**  is  evidently  a  cau- 
tion and  a  threatening,  not  sui  ihvitatioh ;  and  feems 
to  import,  ''  Let  him  who  dares  prefume  to  approach 
nearer  ;  let  him  come  up  into  the  mount,  if  he  will.** 
At  the  found  of  that  tremendous  trumpet,  they  were 
ready  to  fink  into  the  earth  with  terror  inftead  of  de- 
firing  or  attempting  a  nearer  intercourfe  with  the 
great  and  terrible  God,  who  hath  put  all  nature  into 
confternatioh. 

As  they  were  commanded,  fb  they  did.  All  impu* 
xity  is  carefully  removed ;  and  they  fee,  in  folemn  fi- 
Jence  and  earneft  expeftation,  in  hope  mingled  with 
fear,  the  gradual  approach  of  this  all-important,  this 
eventful  day* 

^  At 
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At  lehgth,  Hi  SiII  Its  |30inp  and  impc«-taiice,  the  thiri 
day  arrives.  Every  creature,  €very  element  feels  and 
gives  witiiefs  to  the  appearance  of  its  God.  Heaven 
and  earth,  cuigels  and  men,  the  water  and  the  land, 
air  and  fire,  announce  the  prefence  of  their  great  Cre- 
ator and  Ruler.  I  treiAble  as  I  f  ead.  What  muft  it 
have  been  to  fee  afiid  hear  ?  ''  And  it  came  to  pals  oil 
the  third  day  in  the  mdfliing,  that  there  w^re 
thunders,  and  lightnings,  and  ^  thick  cl6ud  updti  the 
mount,  aiid  the  voice  of  the  truiftpet  e&ceeding  loud  ; 
fo  that  all  the  people  that  was  in  the  camp  trembled.^' 
Lo,  the  hoarfe  thunder  is  loft  iii  \ht  louder  found  oF 
the  trumpet;  aiid  that  awful  fbiiiid,  ill  its  turn  iJnki 
into  filcnce,  before  the  all-pefitetfatiitig^  all-Commarld- 
ihg  accents  of  the  voice  of  God  himfeif.  The  thick 
darknefs  of  a  cloud,  impf egiiated  tvith.lhe  terrors  of 
divine  juflice,  threatetis  oile  mometit  t6  extiiiguifli  for- 
ever hope  and  joy ;  and  that  darkliefe  the  neXt  jfiao- 
inent  is  difoelled  by  the  more  tei-rible  flafhes  of  celef- 
tial  fire.  noW  pool"  the  ftate  of  jlfl  earthly  princfe 
compared  to  this  !  *'  God  maketh  his  angels  ft)irit$, 
his  minifte'rs  a  flauie  of  fire.**  What  heart  i§  not 
ineited  in  the  midft  of  this  wild  uproat  ^  There  is 
not  an  obje£t  of  aftonilhment  which  we  are  acquaint- 
ed with,  but  what  enters  into  this  defcriptiofi.  Thuh- 
der,  lightniiig,  blackhefs  of  datknefs,  tempfeft,  earth- 
quake, the  trumpet  of  God  ;  and  all  thefe  are  but  the 
coveriiigs  of  terror,  the  harbingers  of  majefty  and 
might.  iBehold,  God  is  in  the  thunder,  in  the  light- 
ning, in  the  tempeft,  in  the  earthquake !  they  are 
mere  inftrumerits  to  do  his  "pleafute. 

Biit  we  are  direded  to  one  obje£l  perfeftly  placid 
and  compofed  in  the  midft  of  tuniult  and  confufion : 
*'  even  when  the  voice  of  the  trumpet  founded  long 
and  waxed  exceeding  loud,*'  Mofes  pofTeffed  his  foul 
m  patience.  "  Mofes  fpake,  and  God  anfweted  him 
by  a  voice.^'  It  is  guilt  that  gives  force  to  fire,  that 
lends  fury  to  the  ftormy  wind,  that  ftiak^s  the  earth 
by  firft  flAking  the  foul.     Faith  in  God  controls  the 
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elements,  and  jfeotfies  the  foul  to  J-eft  in  coijaifeUhidIi 
with  God,  as  the  child  falls  alleep  in  the  foiid  ihslter- 
hal  bofoih. 

Mbfes  comes  up  at  tfi6  command  of  Hiai  if^ho  is 
King  and  Lord  of  nature,  and  therefore  he  has  nothing 
to  fear.*  The  three  children  fall  down  bound  in  the 
jnidfl  of  the  burning  .fiery  furnace,  biit  the  flamSs  hayi 
iio  power  to  kindle  upon  them  j  they  confume  only 
the  cords  with  which  they  are  bound ;  they  Iheih- 
felves  walk  at  liberty  ihrough  the  midft  of  the  fire ; 
they  reft  as  on  abed  of  rofes,  for  behold  another  is  iii 
company  with  them,  and  *'  the  form  of  the  fourth  is 
lik^  the  Son  of  God/'  l5anid  fleeps  fecure  in  the 
den  among  lions,  more  coih^ofedly  than  barius  in  his 
palace,  f^rrounded  by  his  officers  and  guards  ;  he 
fleeps  calmly,  afe  a  father  in  the  midft  of  his  children. 
He  who  fear«  God  has  nothing  elfe  to  fear. 

But  what  new  doftrine  is  to  be  ufliered  in  under 
ill  this  formidable  apparatus  ?  What  law,  unknown, 
unheard  of  before,  is  to  be  introduced  and  Enforced 
by  ceremonies  fo  dreadfully  auguft  .and  folemn  ?  Juft 
that  which  was  from  the  beginning,  that  which  thi 
finger  of  God  more  filently  and  curioufly  interwove 
•with  the  very  texturis  and  frame  of  th^  human  foul. 
The  voice  of  God  fays,  from  the  heights  of  Sinai, 
none  other  things  than  thoie  which  cpnfciehce  fpeaks 
to  every  man,  from  the  deep  receffes  of  his  own 
breaft.  It  is  this  that  gives  weight  to  both  the  law 
and  the  gofpel.  They  have  their  counterpart  in  the 
nature  ?ind  cohditidh  pf  man.  I'hey  are  of  God, 
who  knows  what  is  in  man  and  what  is  good  for 
man. 

But  can  He  whofe  ^"^  prefence  fills  heaven  and  earth," 
^change  his  place  ?  Can  God  be  faid  to  afcend^  or  de«- 
fcend  }  The  devout  eye  fees  him  in  every  creature,  in 
every  place,  in  every  event.  The  pious  foul  feels 
and  acknowledges  him  inceflantly.  But  to  roufe  ftu^ 
pidity,  to  reprove  carelefsnefs,  to  convince  infidelity, 
God  muft  affume  ftate,  clothe  himfelf  with  tiflinder, 
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Involve  the  top  of  Sinai  in  clouds,  and  fhake  its 
foundation-  As  in  the  compofure  of  Mofes  we  behold 
the  confidence  of  divine  friendfliip,  and  the  fecurity 
arifing  from  union  with  God,  fo  in  the  caution  which 
is  given  in  the  twenty-firft  verfe,  "  Go  down,  charge 
the  people,  left  they  breik  through  unto  the  Lord  to 
gaze,  and  many  of  them  perifli,'*  we  fee  the  dangef 
of  unlicenfed  curiofity,  of  prefumptuous  boldnefsi 
Fire  and  darkaefs  equally  repel  and  intimidate,  equal- 
ly compofe  and  encourage.  All  the  dealings  of  God 
with  mail.,  are  *'  line  upoa  line,  and  preci^pt  upon  pre^ 
iept.'* 

The  fimilitude  of  the  l^al  aii<i  eviftgelical  difpenfa- 
tions,  and  their  difference,  would  neceffarily  occupy 
ja  much  larger  portion  of  ^  your  time  and  attention 
than  now  remains.  It  were  better,  therefore,  to 
bring  them  together  in  one  difcourfe  calculated  for 
the  purpofe*  .        v 

I  conclude  the  pteftnt  t.eftut6  witli  fimply  reading 
two  or  three  (hort  paffages  of  fcripture,  clofely  con- 
neded  with  aiid  ferving  to  illuftrate  our  fubjeft  ;  writ* 
ten  at  two  very  different  periods,  and  iii  two  very  dif- 
ferent ftales  of  the  church.  The  firft  is  in  the  hiftory 
of  Elijah,  the  great  reflorer  of  the  law,  near  fix  hun- 
dred years  afterward.  *'  And  he  arofe,  and  did  eat 
and  drink,  and  went  in  the  ftrength  of  that  meat  forty 
days  and  forty  nights,  unto  Horeb,  the  mount  of 
God.  And  ht  Came  thither  unto  a  cave  and  lodged 
there.  And  behold,  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to 
him  ;  and  he  faid  unto  him.  What  ddeft  thou  here, 
Elijah  ?  And  he  faid,  I  have  been  very  jealous  for  the 
Lord  God  bf  hofts  :  for  the  children  of  Ifrael  have 
forfaken  thy  covenant,  thrown  down  thine  altars,  and 
flain  thy  prophets  with  the  fword  ;  and  I,  even  I  only 
am  left ;  and  they  feek  my  life,  to  take  it  away.  And 
he  faid,  Go  forth,  and  fland  upon  the  mount  before 
the  Lord.  And  behold  the  Lord  pafledby,  and  a  great 
and  flrong  wind  rent  the  mountains,  arid  brake  in 
jpieces  jfhe  rocks  before  the  Lord  ;  but  the  Lord  was 

not 
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not  in  the  wind  *.  and  after  the  wind  an  earthquake  j 
but  the  Lord  was  ridt  in  the  earthquake  :  and  after 
the  earthquake  a  fire  ;  but  the  Lord  was  not  in  the 
lire :  and  after  the  fire,  a  ftill  finall  voice.  And  it 
was  fo,  when  Elijah  heard  it,  that  he  wrapped  his^ 
face  in  his  inantk,  and  went  out,  and  ftood  in  the  en- 
tering in  of  the  cave :  and  behold,  there  came  a  voice 
unto  him,  and  faid.  What  doeft  thou  here,  Elijah  ?  And 
he  faid,  I  have  beep  very  jealous  for  the  Lord  God  of 
hofts :  becaufe  the  children  of  Ifr^el  have  forfaken  thy 
covenant,  thrown  down  thine  altars,  and  flain  thy 
prophets  with  the  fword  j  and  I,  even  I  only  am  left, 
and  they  feek  my  life,  to  tafce  it  away.'^*  The  fecond 
is  the  winding  up  of  that  wonderful  comparifon  and 
contraft  of  the  law  and  th$  gofpel,  which  cpnftitutq 
the  great  body  of  the  epiflje  to  the  Hebrews,  and 
which  the  apollle  fums  up  in  thefe  rqmarkabl^  words, 
fixty-four  years  after  the  advent  of  Jefus  Chrift. 
^'  For  ye  are  not  come  unto  the  mount  that  might  be 
touched,  and  that  burned  with  fire,  Qor  unto  blacknefs, 
and  darknefs,  and  tempeft,  and  the  found  of  a  trumpet, 
and  the  voice  of  words  \  which  voice  they  that  heard 
entreated  that  the  word  Ihould  not  be  fpoken  to  them 
any  more.  For  they  could  not  endure  that  whieh 
was  commanded.  And  if  fo  much  as  a  beaft  touch  the 
mountain,  it  Ihall  be  ftoned,  or  thruft  through  with  a 
dart.  And  fo  terrible  was  the  fight,  that  Mofes  faid, 
I  exceedingly  fear  and  quake.  But  ye  are  come  unto 
mount  Sion,  and  unto  the  city  of  the  living  God,  the 
heavenly  Jerufalem,  and  to  an  innumerable  company 
of  angels  :  to  the  general  aflbmbly  and  church  of  the 
firft-born,  which  are  written  in  heaven,  and  to  God 
the  judge  of  all,  and  to  tl>e  fpirits  of  juft  men  made  per^ 
fed.  And  to  Jefus  the  mediator  of  the  new  covenant, 
and  to  the  blood  of  fprinkling,  that  fpeaketh  better 
things  than  that  of  Abel.  See  that  ye  refufe  not  him 
that  fpeaketh :  for  if  they  efcaped  not  who  refufed 
him  that  fpake  on  earth,   much  more  Ihall  not  we 

efcape 

*  I  Kings,  xix.  8,  Sec. 


pfpapi?  if  1^  turn  away  frppa  hji^  tjiat  fpeaketh  from 
he^veii :  whofe  voice  thei^  fhooV:  the  earth :  but  npw 
\i&  hath  promifed,  faying,  Y.et  pnc/e  more  I  fhake  not 
ifie  e*rth  puly,  bu|  alfo  heavep.  ^yid  this  word.  Yet 
pnce  more,  fignifieth  the  renvoving  of  thofe  things  that 
ar^  fh^i^eni'  as  of  thjpg?  thjit  ^fe  m^de,  that '  thofe 
things  wWich  cj^wot  b?  ^akeg  may  remain.  Where- 
fore we  jreceiving  a  ^p^gdoip  wh^ch  cannot  be  moved, 
let  u»  h^ve  gra<:e,  \i?Jiereby  )ve  may  ferve  God  accepta- 
jbly,  Ayith  reverence  ^nd  godly  fear.  For  our  God  i^ 
%,  .confumiiig  firp/** 

*  Hebk  xii.  ^f  &c- 
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LECTURE      XVIII. 

JQSHV^  i.  17. 

According  as  we  hearkenei  unto  Mofes  in  alt  things^  fi 
will  we  hearken  unto  thee :  only  tbe  Lord  thy  God  be 
with  thee ^  as  he  was  witb  Mofes. 

JOHN  i.  17. 

Fjor  tbfi  law  was  given  by  Mofes  ^  but  grace  and  truth 

came  by  Jefm  Chriji. 

In  forming  eftimates  of  greatneft,  it  is  natural  for 
men  to  conf^lt  their  fenfes,  not  their  reafon.  With 
the  idea  of  roy^l  majefty  we  cgijinefl:  thpfe  of  a  chair 
of  flate,  a  numerous  aad  fplendid  retinue,  an  ermine 
robe,  a  fceptre  and  a  crown.  But  wifdom  and  good- 
nefs  are  the  qualities  which  confer  real  dignity,  and 
command  juft  homage  and  refpeA.  Our  preconcep- 
tions of  earthly  magnificence  much  exceed  the  truth, 
aixd  knowledge  fpeedily  levels  the  fabric  \yhich  im- 
agination had  raifed*  But  the  wonders  of  nature,  the 
mighty  works  of  God,  grow  upon  us  as  we  contem- 
plate them.  *No  intimacy  of  aCljuaintance  reduces 
their,  magnitude  or  tarniflies  their  luftre.  And  if  the 
very  frame  of  nature,  the  vaftnefs,  the  variety,  the 
harmony  and  the  fplendour  of  the  vifible  creation  be 
calculated  to  fill  us  with  aftonifhment  and  delight, 
how  mu^  the  plan  of  Providence,  the  work  of  redemp- 
tion, the  great  my  fiery  of  godlinefs,  excel  in  glory  ! 

la 
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In  the  difcoveries  which  it  has  pleafed  God,  at  fun-^ 
dry  times  and  in  divers ,  manners  to  make  of  himfelf 
to  mankind,  he  has  "at  one  time  addrelTed  hiiiif<^lf  di^ 
redly  to  the  underftanding  ;  at  anoth^,  made  hia 
way  to  the  heart  and  confcience  through  the  channel 
of  fenfe.  The  law  was  given  in  every  circumftance 
of  external  ponip ;  it  was  accompanied  with  every 
thing  that  could  dazzle  the. eye,  fill  the  ear,  and  roufe 
the  imagination.  The  kingdon^  of  God,  in  the  gof- 
pel  of  his  "  Son,  came  not  with  obfervation."  The 
great  Author  of  the  difperifation  of  grace,  according 
as  it  was  pfedifted  concerning  hhu,  ."  did  not  ftrivcj^ 
nor  cry,  nor  eaiife  his  voice  uv  be.  heard  in  the  llreet^/* 
He  had,  in  the  eyes  of  a^riiindifgerning  world,  "na 
form  nor  comelinef?,  no  beauty  why  he  fliouldbe  de« 
fired/'  And  therefore  "  he  was  defpifcd  and  rejeft-. 
ed  of  men."  But  we  are  taught  to  think  very  difr 
ierently  of  his  fecond  appearance.  >'  He  fhall  come 
in  the  clouds  of  heaven,  with  power  and  great  glory  :'* 
*'  In  his  Father's ,  glory,  and  all  his  holy  angels  :'* 
"  With  the  voice  of  the  archangel,  jyid  the  tnjmp  of 

God.'*  .     ..  '  . 

The  manner  of  delivering  the  law  correfponded  with 
its  nature.  It  was  clothed  with  thunder.  It  was  fur- 
rounded  with  the  blacknefs  of  darknefs.  It  emitted 
flamitig  fire-  It  denounced  death.  The  fpiri?  of  the 
gofgiel,  in  like  manner,  breathed  in  the  mode  of  its. 
publication.  The  doftrine  of  peace  and  reconciliatioQ 
was  delivered  to  men,  in  the  tendereft  accents  of  hu- 
man friendlhip. .  And  temporal  mercies  ^nd  deliver^ 
ances  prepared  the  way  for  "  fpiritual  and  heavenly 
bleflings  in  Chrift  Jefus." 

We  are  now  to  bring  thefe  two'  difpenfations  to- 
gether, and  to  compare  the  one  with  the  other,  ii^ 
order  that  we  may  difcover  and  admire  that  uniform- 
ity of  defign  which  they  jointly  aim  at  promoting,  the 
mutual  lufire  which  they  (hed  upon,  and  the  mutual 
aid  which  they  lend  to,  each  other. 

By 
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By  "  the  law**  We  underftand  the  whole  of  that 
fcheme  of  the  divine  providence  which  related  to  the 
pofterity  of  Abraham  ;  the  promifes  which  were  made 
to  them,  the  ordinances  prefcribed,  the  charader 
which  they  bear,  the  events  which  befel  them,  from 
tJ\e  day  in  which  that  patriarch  left .  his  kindred  and 
country,  till  the  day  when  the  whole  was  fwrallowed 
up  and  loft  in  the  perfon,  doftrines,  ordinances,  life, 
fufferirigs  and  death  of  Him,  who  was  held  up  from 
the  beginnir^g  as  the  great,  leading,  commanding  ob- 
jeft  in  the  eternal  eye ;  the  aocpoipliftiment  of  the 
ptomifes,  the  fubftance  of^  the  types  and  fliadows,  the 
*^  end  of  the  law  for  righfeoufnefs  to  every  one  that 
believeth."  .        * 

Mofes  and  Chrift  frequently  fpeak  of  their  mutual 
relation  and  refemblance."  "  I  will  raife  them  up,*' 
fays  God  by  Mofes,  '^  a  prophet  from  among  their 
brethren,  like  unto  thee,  and  will  put  my  words  in 
his  mouth,  and  he  (hall  fpeak  iinto  them  all  that  I 
Ihall  command  him.  And  it  Ihall  come  to  pafs,  that 
whofoever  will  not  hearken  unto  my  words,  which  ht 
fliall  fpeak  in  my  name,  I  will  require  it  of  him.*** 
*^  Search  the  fcriptures,**  fays  Chrift,  "for  in  them  ye 
think  ye  have  eternal  life :  and  they  are  they  which> 
teftify  of  me.  For  had  ye  believed  Mofes,  ye  would 
have  believed  me ;  for  he  wrote  of  me.  But  if  ye 
believe  not  his  writings,  how  fhall  ye  believe  my 

words?**! 

The  pcffons,  characters  and  offices  of  the  two  leg- 
iflators,  therefore,  naturally  fall  to  be  firft  confidered, 
in  tracing  the  refemblance  of  the  two  covenants  which 
were  eftabliflied  with  mankind  through  their  media- 
tion. 

•  Of  the  birth  of  Mofes,  and  falvation  to  Ifrael  by 
him,  there  feems  to  have  been  a  general  expedation 
in  his  own  nation,  and  an  apprehenfion  of  fuch  an 
event  as  general  in  the  minds  of  the  Egyptians. 
Hence  the  bloody  decree  of  Pharaoh  to  deftroy  from 
Vql.  III.  q^  the 

*  Dcuu  xviiL  1Z9  19.  t  JoH-n  v.  39,  &c. 
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the  womb  all  th^  male  children  of  the  Hebrews ;  and 
hence,  oii  the  other  hand,  that  eagerness  to  fave  a 
child,  who,  from  the  moment  d  its' birth,  exhibited 
imequivocal  figns  of  his  future  greatnefs  and  u£eful- 
nefs.  When  Chrift  came  into  the  world,  multitudes 
were  looking  for  the  Confolatlon  of  Ifrad.'*  The 
prophecies  cimceming,  the  promifes  of  the  Meffiah^ 
were  evidently  haftening  to  fulfil  themfelves.  Thd 
Jews  expefted  their  king:  Herod  dreaded  a  rivaL 
The  perfon  of  the  promifed  Saviour  was  pointed  out 
by  figns  in  heaven  and  figns  on  earth,  which  it  was 
impoffible  to  mifunderftand.  An  extraordinary  ftar 
defcribes  an  unknown  path  through  the  air  to  the 
place  of  his  birth.  A  multitude  of  the  heavenly  hoft 
proclaim  the  joyful  event  to  the  {hepherds.  It  was 
revealed  unto  Simeon  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  **  that  ho 
ihould  not  fee  death,  before  he  had  feen  the  Lord's 
Chrift."  *  Condufted  of  the  Spirit  he  came  into  the 
temple  at  the  moment  when  Chrift  was  prefented 
there,  according  to  the  law.  He  recognizes  the 
promifed  of  the  Lord,  and  clofes  his  eyes  in  peace. 
Anna  the  prophetefs,  iiiftrufted  by  the  fame  Spirit, 
gives  a  fimilar  teftimony,  and  fpeaks  of  "  the  holy 
child  to  all  them  that  looked  for  redemption  va  Jeru- 

falem/'t 

The  circumftances  of  extreme  danger  which  attend- 
ed the  birth  of  Mofes  and  of  Chrift,  and  the  wonder- 
ful means  of  their  prefervation  and  deliverance,  con- 
ftitute  a  ftriking  mark  of  refemblance  between  them. 
Behold  the  long-looked-for  deliverer  of  the  Jewilh 
church  and  nation,  ready  to,  perifh  by  the  hand  of 
Pharaoh :  and  the  great  King  and  Head  of  the  chrif- 
tian  world  threatened  by  the  murdering  dagger  of 
the  tetrarch  of  Galilee  ;  while  the  earth  was  watered 
with  the  blood  of  their  infant  brethren.  Mofes  isfav-* 
ed  from  deftruftion  by  the  daughter  of  the  tyrant 
who  fought  his  life  ;  he  finds  an  alylum  and  a  fchool 
in  the  houfe  which  he  was  deftined  to  plague  and  to 

humble. 

*  Luke  ii.  26.  f  Luke  ii.  38. 
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Jiomble.  And  Jefits  of  Nazareth  finds  flielter  in 
£gypt  from  the  fury  and  jealoufy  of  Herod* 

The  perfonal  beauty  and  accomplifhments  of  the 
Ifraelitifli  law-giver  were  probably  intended  to  typify, 
in  an  inferior  degree^  the  perfonad  gkury  and  excellen- 
cy of  Him,  concerning  wbom  the  prophet  thus  writes^ 
f « Thou  art  iaiier  than  the  children  of  men. ;  grace  is 
poured  inlo  thy  Iqis :  therefore  God  hath  bleited  thee 
forever.*** 

The  wretched  ftate  of  Ifirael  when  Mofes  was  born^ 
and  of  the  wcMrld  when  Chriil:  caaie  to  fave  it,  are  a 
melancholy  and  affecting  counterpart  to  each  other. 
The  former  fubje&ed  to  the .  arbitrary  authority  of  a 
iaaguinary  tyrant ;  the  latter,  in  dreadful  captivity  to 
the  prince  of  the  power  of  the  air,  that  *' murderer 
from  the  beginning ;"  *^  that  fpirit  which  ruleth  in 
ihe  children  of  difobedience.*' 

Their  mental  qualities  prefent  a  lovely  and  an  in- 
ftrudive  fimifitiide.  ^^  Now  the  man  Mofes  was  very 
meek,  above  all  the  men  which  were  upon  the  face 
of  the  earth."!  **  Take  my  yoke  upon  you  and  learn 
of  me,  for  I  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart,  and  ye  fhall 
find  reft  unto  your  fouls.' *|  Compafiion  jR>r  his  af-* 
fiided  brethren,  early  difcovered  the  temper,  and 
marked  the  chara&er  of  Mofe$,  the  man  of  God* 
Sympathy  with  the  miferable,  and  that  fympathy  ef« 
fe£dng  feafonabte  relief  for  them,  marked  the  paths 
of  the  Son  of  God  through  a  world  of  wrefchednefs. 
'^I  have  compaffion  on  the  multitude,  becaufe  they 
continue  now  with  me  three  days,  and  have  nothing 
to  eat.:  and  I  will  not  fend  them  away  failing,  left 
they  feint  by  the  way.*'  §  "  When  he  faw  the  multi^ 
tudes,  he  was  moved  with  companion  on  them,  becaufe 
they  fainted,  and  were  fcattered  abroad  as  iheep  hav- 
ing no  Ihepherd;"!)  Over  the  grave  of  Lazarus 
*'  Jefus  wept."  "  When  he  was  come  near,  he  beheld 
the  city  and  wept  over  it,  faying.  If  thou  hadft  known, 

C^3  even 

*  Pfalm  ilv.  2.  t  Numb.  xiL  3- 

X  Matt.  xi.  29.         #  XT.  32.         II  ix.  3^ 
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even  thou,  at  Icaft  in  this  thy  day,  the  things  which 
belong  unto  thy  peace !  but  now  they  are  hid  from 
thine  eyes/'* 

The  offices  which  Mofes  and  Chrift  wei^e  called  of 
Providence  to  execute,  prefent  us  with  points  of  Kke- 
nefs  which  it  is  impoffible  not  to  fee,  and  equally  im^ 
poffible  to  miftake.  *'  And  there  arofe  not  a  prophet 
fince  in  Ifrael  Uke  unto  Mofes,  whom  the  Lord  knew 
face  to  face  ;  in  all  the  figns  and  wonders  which  the 
Lord  fent  him  to  do  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  to  Pharaoh 
and  to  all  his  fervants,  and  to  all  his  land :  and  in  all 
that  mighty  hand,  and  in  all  that  great  terror,  which 
Mofes  fhewed  in  the  fight  of  all  Ifrael." t  No  man 
hath  feen  God  at  any  time  ;  the  only  begotten  Son, 
which  is  in  the  bofbm  of  the  Father,  he  hath  declared 
him.'*  I  Mofes  was  king  in  Jefhurun,  and  condufted 
the  thoufands  of  Ifrael  through  many  difficulties  and 
dangers  to  their  deftined  habitation:  Jefus,  God's 
*^  anointed  King  over  his.  holy  hill  of  Zion,"  brings 
his  "  many*'  fpiritual  "  fons  unto  glory.*' 

To  conftitute  one  deliverer  for  Ifrael,  Mofes  and 
Aaron  muft  unite  their  talents,  muft  combine  their 
force,  muft  conjoin  their  offices :  the  prophet  muft 
co-operate  with  the  prieft ;  two  diftindl  perfons  carry 
on  one  defign ;  but,  in  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  all 
talents,  all  virtues,  all  offices  meet  and  centre :  the 
prophetic  infpiration  of  Mofes,  Aaron's  pleafantnefs 
and  grace  of  fpeech ;  the  regal  dignity  of  the  one,  the 
facerdotal  purity  of  the  other.  In  order  to  put  Ifrael 
in  pofleffion  of  the  promifed  land,  Jofliua  muft  fucceed 
to  Mofes,  and  happily  finifti.  what  his  mafter  has  fo 
fuccefsfully  begun.  But  the  great  Captain  of  falvation 
needs  no  coadjutor,  can  have  no  fucceffi^r :  "  He 
gives  grace  and  glory  ;"  He  leads  his  redeemed  through 
tlae  wildernefs,  introduces  them  into  Canaan,  main- 
tains them  in  quiet  and  everlafting  poiTeffion. 

Other  lines  of  refemblance  will  appear  as  we  profe- 
cute  the  hiftory,  and  fliall  not  therefore  be  anticipat- 
ed. 

*  Luke  xix.  41, 42.       f  Deuti  xxxiv.  10,  &c.       %  John  L  18. 
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ed.  But  we  muft  not  difmifs  the  fubjefl:  witTiout  point- 
ing out  wherein  the  likenefs  fails,  and  how  much 
the  type  falls  fhort  of  the  objeft  which  it  reprefents, 
'  The  wonders  performed  by  Mofes  in  Egypt  were 
wrought  by  a  power  delegated  to,  and  conferred  upon 
him  for  the  purpofe.  The  mirades  of  Chrift  were 
produced  by  a  power  original  and  inhereni,  Mofes, 
though  the  meekeft  of  all  men,  was  betrayed  into  rafli- 

.  nefs,  loft  temper,  and  "  fpake  unadvifedly  with  his 
lips/'  But  in  Jefus  behold  a  fpirit  which  was  never 
ruffled,  a  tongue  in  which  guile  was  never  found ;  lips 
that  never  offended  ;  a  mirfd  which  no  infult  could 
difturb,  no  unkindnefs  prbvoke ;  nor  even  the  horrid 
Jiangs  of  an  unmerited  death  roufe  to  refentment' 
^'  Holy  brethren,  partakers  of  the  heavenly  calling,con- 
iider  the  Apoftle  and  High  Prieft  of  our  profeflion, 
Chrift  Jefus  ;  who  was  faithful  to  him  that  appointed 
him,  as  alfo  Mofes  was  faithful  in  all  his  houfe.  For 
this  man  was  counted  worthy  of  more  glory  thanMofes, 
iaafmuch  as  he  who  hath  builded  the  houfe  hath  more 

^Qnour  than  the  houfe.  For  every  houfe  is  builded 
by  fome  man ;  but  he  that  built  all  things  is  God, 
And  Mofes  verily  was  faithful  in  all  his  houfe  as  a  fer?- 

.  vant,  for  a  teftimony  of  thofe  things  which  were  to 
be  fpoken  after ;  but  Chrift  as  a  Son  over  his  own 
houie  ;  whofe  houfe  are  we,  if  we  hold  faft  the  con- 
fidence, and  the  rejoicing  of  hope  firm  unto  the  end/*  ^ 
Mofes  died  and  was  buried ;  Jefus  died  and  was 
buried,  and  rofe  again."     Mofes  received  the  law  ; 
/Chrift  gave  it.     Mofes  and  Ella's  attend  the  Saviour 
on  mount  Tabor,  as  his  miniftring  fervants ;    Jefus 
receives  their  attendance  and  homage,  as  their  Lord, 
Having  fpoken  of  the  refemblance  between  the  au» 
thors  of  the  two  difpenfations,  we  proceed,  as  was  pro- 
pofed,  to  fpeak  in  the  fame  view  of  the  two  difpenfa- 
tions themfelves. 

•  And  firft.  They  reft  on  one  and  the  fame  authority, 
are  diSated  by  the  fame  unerring  wifdom,  and  are  di- 

refted 

*  Heb.  iiL  i,  &c. 


reded  to  the  fame  great  and  glorim»  ead*  In4eed> 
one  of  the  great  proofs  that  both  are  of  God  sfi  the 
conformity  of  both  to  the  nature  and  eonditiop  of  map< 
The  precepts  of  (he  law  are  not  novel  coiii^tutions, 
which  had  no  exifteiKe  till  the  days  of  Mo&a ;  oei*- 
ther  are  the  confolation$  of  the  go^^d  new  difcoverief 
^f  grace/  unheard  of  till  the  four  ^ouiandth  year  of 
the  world*  Sinai  thundered  aod  lightened  in  Adam'f 
confeience  the  moment  he  tailed  the  forbidden  tree^ 
and  drove  him  to  feek  refuge  ^  from  the  prefence  of  the 
Lord  God  amidft  the  trees  cf  the  garden."  The  ter* 
rors  of  the  law  raged  in  Cain's  guilty  bread,  long  ber 
fore  there  was  any  record  ^written  on  brafe  or  ftone, 
lAnd  the  promifes  of  pardon  and  falvation  are  coevlil 
with  the  conviction  of  the  firft  oflFi^nder,  and  the  d&> 
nunciation  of  his  punifcment.  The  tongue  whicli 
prono\:(nced  on  man  the  doom  of  d^th^  proclaims 
the  glad  tidings  of  life  and  recovery. 

X  Know  that  the  law  is  of  God,  lox  I  have  that  withe 
in  m^which  acknowledges  and  approves  its  re^tud? 
jind  excellency ;  and  even  when  it  cond^n^ris  me^  \ 
am  conftrained  tcr  call  it  **  holy,  jufl:  and  good/*  { 
know  that  the  gofpel  is  of  God,  for  I  feel  that  within 
me  which  welcomes  it^  approach,  difcerns  its  fuitable* 
joefs,  rejoices  in  its  fulneis,  refts  upon  it^  truth.  It  is 
jpf  God,  for  it  d^fcend^  to  the  level  of  my  guiU  and 
mifery,  correfppnds  with  my  hopes,  fuits  my  necelfir' 
ties. 

Our  blefled  Lord  took  an  early  opportunity  of  ej> 
plaiaing  himfelf  on  this  fubjeft.  An  abfurd  idea  pre^ ' 
vailed,  that  the  kingdom  of  the  Meffiah  Was  to  be  a 
total  fubverfion  of  the  Mofajc  difpenfation.  An  absurd- 
ity into  which  fome  chriftians  have  inadvertently  giv- 
en, for  want  of  making  a  plain  and  neceflary  diftinc- 
tion,  betwen  thpfe  particulars  of  the  law  which  are  ki 
their  own  nature  ^ernal  and  unchangeable,  like  the 
nature  of  that  God  who  is  its  author ;  and  tbofe, 
which  being  typical  and  prophetical,  ceafed  of  coi^rfe 
when  the  predided  event  arrived,  and  the  type,  having 

fuIftUed 
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fulfilled  its  ^^figs»  ^^  loft  in  the  thing  typified  j  and 
thofe,  which  being  temporary  and  tranfitory,  ceafr 
cd  with  the  occafibn  of  them.  Of  the  firft  fort  are 
the  precepts  of  the  decalogue,  or  the  tea  command- 
ments;;  which  under  every  conftkution  that  affeft^ 
fuch  a  being  as  man^  mufl:  be  immutable  and  everlast- 
ing. Of  theto  it  is  that  Chrift  faid,  "  Think  not  that 
J  am  come  to  deftroy  the  law  or  the  prophets :  I  an» 
not  come  to  deflroy  but  to  fulfil.  For  verily  I  fay  un- 
to you,  Till  heaven  and  earth  pafs,  one  jot  or  one  tit- 
tle fhall  in  np  wife  pafs  from  the  law,  till  all  be  fulfill- 
ed.'** Of  the  fecond  cjafs  are  the  laws  of  the  daily 
facrifice,  the  great  annual  feafts,  the  levitical  prieft- 
hood,  and  the  like.  They  pointed  out  Chrift  the 
Lord,  they  led  to  hira,  they  were  loft  in  him.  And 
in  the  third  rank  we  place  the  law  of  circumcifion,  the 
political  economy  of  the  Jewifli  nation,  all  that  relat- 
ed to  the  poifefiion  of  Canaan,  and  which  ce^fed  of 
courfe  with  the  diflblution  of  their  government,  and 
tjie  lofs  of  their  national  importance.  Thefe  obferva- 
tions  being  attended  to  and  kept  in  mind,  will  prevent 
the  confufion  arifing  from  the  ambiguous  acceptation 
of  the  word  ^*Uw,*'  as  expreffing  the  Old  Teftament 
difpenfation. 

The  law,  then,  and  the  gofpel,  the  two  tables  of 
ftone  delivered  to  Mofes,  and  the  **  grace  and  truth 
which  came  by  Jefus  Chrift,**  coincide,  fecondly,  in 
this,  that  they  both  point  out  with  equal  clearnefs  and 
force  the  neceflity  of  a  Saviour.  Every  word  pro- 
nounced by  the  voice  of  God  from  Sinai,  is  in  truth  a 
fentence  01  condemnation.  While  it  enjoins  future 
obedience,  it  fixes  paft  guilt.  While  it  fays,  "  Thou 
fhalt  not  make  unto  thee  any  graven  image,  or  the 
likenefs  of  any  thing  that  is  in  hejaven  above,  or  in  the 
earth  beneath,**  it  accufes  of  idolatry.  While  it  rec- 
ommends the  obfervance  of  the  fabbath,   it  chargejj 

home 
*  Matt.  V.  17,  18. 
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home  the  violation  of  it  j  and  fo  of  the  reft  of  the  pre? 
cepts  of  the  decalogue, 

Th^  la\y,  therefore,  carried  the  gofpel  in  its  bofom, 
as  the  new-changed  moon  exhibits  a  great  body  of  ob- 
fcurity,  embraced  by  a  fmall  femicircle  of  light ;  but 
which  is  to  be  irradiated  by  degrees,  till  the  whole  be- 
comes  one  great  globe  of  light  and  glory  ;  and  Mofes 
performs  the  parj  of  ^^  ^  fchool-mafter  to  bring  us  to 
Cbrift." 

To  hear  of  a  conftitution  by  which  I  might  have 
lived,  after  my  life  is  forfeited,  is  only  to  embitter  my 
mifery.  It  is  like  hearing  of  a  cordial  after  a  mail 
has  fwallowed  poifon.  Now,  it  could  never  be  the  de- 
iign  of  the  gracious  Law-giver  toinfult  human  mifery, 
by  holding  out  a  fyftf  m  which  could  avail  the  guilty 
nothing.  While,  then,  the  divine  juftice  lays  dowu 
the  law  in  all  its  ftriftnefs,  purity  and  extent,  faying,^ 
^*  I  am  the  Lord  who  will  by  no  means  clear  the 
guilty  ;"  ^*  Curfed  is  every  on^  who  continueth  not 
in  all  things  which  are  written  in  the  book  of  the  law 
to  do  them;'**  the  goodnefs  which  condefcends  to 
give  a  law  at  all,  the  wifdom  which  explains  it,  the 
jpatienf e  that  forbears  to  punifti  its  tranfgreffion,  all 
plainly  and  diftindly  proclaim  the  neceflity  and  the  ex- 
iftence  of  an  atonement,  and  lead  to  "  the  bringing  in 
of  a  better  hope/' 

Thiirdly,  The  fpirit  of  both  difpenfations  is  a  fpirit 
of  love.  God  enforces  upon  Ifrael  obedience  to  the 
law  from  Sinai,  by  the  confiderrftion  of  his  being  the 
Lord,  which  ^^  brought  them  up  out  of  the  land  of 
Egypt,  out  of  the  houfe  of  bondage  :•'  ^*  who  has 
borne  them  on  eagle's  wings,  s^nd  brought  them  to 
himfelf.'*  And  '^  love"  on  the  part  of  mail  '^  is  the 
fulfilling  of  the  law."  Thou  fhalt  love  the  Lord  thy 
God  with  all  thy  heart,,  and  with  all  thy  foul,  and 
with  all  thy  mind.  This  is  the  firft  and  great  com- 
mandment. *  And  the  fecond  is  like  unto  it.  Thou  (halt 

love 

*   Gal.  iii.  10. 
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love  thy  neighbour  as  thyfeliF.  On  thefe  two  com- 
mandments hang  all  the  law  and  the  prophets/'  *  The 
gofpel,  in  like  manner,  has  its  fource  in  love,  the  love 
of  God }  and  its  great  aim  and  end  is  to  produce  love 
to  God.  '^  God  fo  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his 
only  begotten  Son,  that  whofoeyer  believeth  in  him 
fhould  not  perifh,  but  have  everlafting  ,life."t  *'  And 
^e  love  him  becaufe  he  firft  loved  us/'  "  The  love 
of  Chrift  conftraineth  us,  becaufe  we  thus  judge, 
that  if  one  died  for  all,  then  were  all  dead :  and 
that  he  c^ed  for  all,  that  they  which  live  fhould  not 
henceforth  live  unto  tiemfdves,  but  unto  him 
which  died  for  them,  and  rofe  again/* J  An^^  "By 
this  fhall  all  men  know  that  ye  are  my  difciples,  if  ye 
have  love  one  to  another/' §  ^*  He  that  fays  he  loves 
God,  and  hateth  his  brother,  is  a  liar.  For  he  that 
loveth  not  his  brother  whom  he  hath  feen,  how  can 
he  love  God  whom  he  hath  not  feen  ?"||  Ajid,  when 
both  fhall  have  produced  their  foil  effe^,  **  perfeft 
love  fhall  caft  out  fear, *^  the  voice  of  God  fhall  be  un- 
accompanied with  thunder  and  lightning,  cloud  and 
tempeft.  The  florm  is  in  the  mind  of  the  guilty  crea^ 
ture.  The  wrath  of  fire  is  not  in  God,  but  in  fallen 
man  ;  in  "  the  carnal  mind,  which  is  enmity  againfl 
God ;  for  it  is  not  fubjefl:  to  the  law  of  God,  neither 
indeed  can  be/'  ^  When  that  is  extinguifhed,  all  is 
at  peace.  The  aim  and  labour  of  the  gofpel  i§  not  to 
reconcile  God  to  man  ;  but  to  reconcile  men  to  pod  : 
for  "  God  is  love ;  ,and  he  that  dwelleth  in  love,  dw?Ur 
^th  in  God,  and  God  in  him/'** 

Fourthly,  Both  the  legal  and  evangelical  difpenfar 
tions  equally  difcover  to  us  our  diftance  from  God. 
The  one,  by  enumerating  and  declaring  our  offences ; 
the  other,  by  enumerating  and  declaring  the  tender 

mercie$ 

*  Matt.  xxii.  &c.  f  John  iii.  1 6. 

X  2  Cor.  V.  14, 15.  §  Joho  xiii.  35, 

II  I  John  iv.  20.  ^  Rom.viii.  35^ 
**  Z  John  IT.  16. 
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anerdes  tt  our  Go|.  The  law  trett$  ns  as  ali^i^ed 
^riendsy  ipi4i9m  it  i$  aeedful  to  coBvince,  to  rq^^ov^ 
w4  humble.  The  gofpel  oeafidera  ua  ^  friencU  re^ 
dtoxtdf  Ro  ^^  longer  ftrangers  and  foreigners,  b<it  fel* 
Jow  citizens  with  the  faints,  and  of  the  houfehoid  of 
God ;"  ^^  once  darkoefs,  but  now  light  in  the  Lord : 
imce  afar  off,  but  made  nigh  by  the  blood  of  Chrift/^ 
The  tow  fliew^  us  how  hx  we  have*  deviated  from 
the  path  of  duty  and  happinela  ;  the  gofpel  con*- 
^^&z  us  back  through  our  wanderingis,  unraT^Is  the 
infricacies  and  errors  of  our  dark  ftepsj  and  replace* 
ms  in  our  father's  houfe*  ^ofes  informs  us  that  we 
-are  wrong,  "  like  (heep  going  aftray  ;*'  Jdift  is  ^  the 
way,  the  truth,  and  the  Ufe,''  and  takes  us  under  the 
care  of  **  the  ibepherd  ind  biihop  of  fouls^'*  Mofes 
points  out  the  dreadful  depth  into  which  we  have  falU 
en,  the  dreadful  diftance  from  heaven  to  hell ;  Chriit 
rere^s  the  glorious  heighth  to  which  we  are  raifed, 
(h^  glorious  diftance  from  hell  to  heaven.  Mofes 
tells  me  what  I  ought  to  be  and  to  do  ;  Chrift  makes 
me  fiieh  ^  he  would  have  me  to  be.  ^^  .And  you  hath 
he  quickened  who  were  dead  in  trefpafles  and  fins, 
wfaerieia  in  time  paft  ye  walked,  according  to  the 
courfe  of  this  world,  according  to  the  prince  of  the 
power  of  the  ^Vy  the  fpirit  that  now  worketh  in  the 
ciiildren  of  difobedience :  among  whom  alfo  we  all  ^ 
had  our  converfation  in  times  paft,  iu  the  lufts  of  our 
ifldh^  fulfilling  the  defires  of  the  flelh  and  of  the  mind ; 
and  were  by  nature  the  children  of  wrath,  even  as  oth- 
ers. But  God,  who  is  rich  in  mercy,  for  his  great 
love  whei'ewith  he  loved  us,  even  when  we  were  dead 
in  fins,  hath  quickened  us  together  with  Chrift ;  (by 
grace  ye  are  faved)  and  bath  raifed  us  up  together,  and 
ms^e  u$  fit  together  in  heavenly  places  in  Chrift 
Jefus.'** 

But  the  law  was  delivered  to  the  world  in  a  very 
different  manner  from  the  publication  of  the  gofpel ; 

in 

*  Eph*  ii.  I,  &c. 


.In  fire  tl^tt  Inii'^edy  in  (empeft  ik^A  roared,  in  a  doud 
|rhat  darkeOfed^  ia  words  that  thr^at^QedL  It  awed 
pien  u^to  diftaiKe ;  it  iafpked  terror.  But  the  gos- 
pel com^  in  light  that  coafi^mes  9ot,  in  glory  thai 
dai^^^les  not,  m  langua^^  that  thri^atans  not  The  law 
fays,  "  TakJe  heed  to  yourfelves,  that  yc  go  not  up  in- 
to the  mount,  or  touch  th<e  border  of  jt :  whofoerer 
loucheth  the  mount  &aU  furely  be  put  to  death. 
There  ihaU  not  an  hand  touch  it^  but  h^  IhaU  furely 
/be  ftoned,  px  ibot  through ;  whether  it  h^  beail  or 
man,  it.  ihall  not  live ;  when  the  trumpet  ibundeth 
*^ong,  they  ihall  come  Op  to  the  mount.  And  the 
JLord  faid  unto  Mofes,  Go  down,  charge  the  people, 
left  they  break  through  i^nto  the  Lord  to  ga^e,  aifd 
many  of  them  perifli.''  *  ^  The  goipel  fays,  "  Look 
u^to  me,  and  b^  ye  fayed,  all  the  ends  cf  the  earth/^ 
Come  unto  me,  ail  ye  that  iabpur  and  a^'c  heavy  jl^^ 
^en^  and  I  wiU  giye  you  reft.''t  ^'  He  that  cometh  t# 
me,  I  will  in  JJ#wife  ^;aft  out."  J  But  to  the  imp^ni^ 
$j&a,t  aUd  unbelieving,  the  goTpel  fpeajkjs  the  iame  tcr^ 
I'or  whiclji^the  law  did  from  Sinai  ^  nay,  it  wearii  a  ftiU 
more  frowning  afpai^^  ^^Indignation  and  wrath, 
tribulation  and  anguiih  upoh  every  foul  of  man  thai 
floethevil,  of  the  Jew  iirft,  and  ahb  of  the  Gentile."§ 
*'  How  ihail  we  efc^pe  if  we  negle^i  fo  great  falva^ 
t  tipn;  which  at  the  firfl:  began  to  be  fpoken  by  the 
Lord,  and  was  confirmed  unto  us  by  thi^m  that  heard 
Jiim."|  H^  that  defplfed  Mofes's  law  di^d  without 
mercy,  under  two  or  three  witnellGbs  :  of  how  much 
Xorer  puniihmeiit:,  ffippofc  ye,  {hall  he  be  thought  wor- 
thy, who  hath  trodden  ^nder  foot  the  Son  of  Godt 
and  haith  counted  the  blood  of  the  coyepant,  where^^ 
mxh  he  was  fan^fled,  an  unholy  thing,  and  hath  done 
:defpite  to  the  Spirit  of  grace"  f"  And  on  the  other  ^ 
j^and,  to  them  that  believe,  the  law  fpeak.$  in  the ' 

mildeili 

*  S^od-  six*  iti  &«•  t  Matt  9pi,  ;k8. 

X  John  Ti.  37.  §  Rom.  ii.  8,  9^ 
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jorildelt,  gentleft  language  of  the  gofpel ;  for  ^*  there 
is  therefore  now  no  condemnation  to  them  whicK 
are  in  Chrift  Jefus,  who  walk  not  after  the  flefh,  but 
:after  the  Spirit/'*  "  And  the  Lord  pafled  by  before 
him,  and  proclaimed.  The  Lord,  the  Lord  God,  mer- 
ciful and  gracious,  long-fufFering,  and  abundant  in 
goodnefs  and  truth,  keeping  mercy  for  thoufands,  fpr- 
giving  iniquity  and  tranfgrefEoQ  and  fin/  f  "And 
ihewing  mercy  unto  thoufands  of  them  that  love  me, 
and  keep  my  commandments/*  J  I  know  not  wheth- 
er the  whole  bible  contains  ^n  expreffion  of  goodnefs 
more  fingul^r  and  ftriking  than  thefe  words  which  iC> 
fued  from  the  mountain  that  burned  with  fire.  Our 
fears  are  alarmed  at  the  mention  of  the  great  and 
dreadful' name— "  The  Lord  Qod,  a  jealous  God^ 
vifiting  the  iniquity  of  the  fathers  upon  the  children/^ 
But  juftice  has  its  limits.  It  may  be  ftretched  out  to 
the  third  or  fourth  generation  of  offenders.  Yet  the 
*'  Lord  will  not  ftrive  continually, '-lieither  will  he 

.  keep  his  anger  forever."  But  grace  knows  no 
bounds.  When  mfercy  is  to  be  extended*  it  looks 
forward  and  forward,  from  a  third  and  a  fourth,  to 
thoufands  of  generations  of  them  that  love  God.     In 

.what  prbmife  of  the  New  Teftament  is  the  love  of 
God  preached  more  fweetly  than  in  this  precept  of 
the  Old  \     ' 

Both  difpenfations  then  have  their  mildnefs',  and 
both  their  terror.  Their  mildiiefs  from  the  grage  of 
the  Creator  ;  their  terror  from  the  guilt  of  the  crea»- 
ture.  And  if  the  proclamation  of  the  law  were  thus 
dreadful ;  if  the  alarm  of  judgment  to  come  fhake 
the  foundation  of  the  everlafting  hills  ;  if  Sinai  trem^ 
ble,  and  the  rocks  melt  before  the  Lord,  coming  as  ^ 

^  Proteftor  and  a  Friejid,  what  muft  the  feflions  be,  the 
great  day  of  doom,  the  awful  hour  of  execution  when 
the  Judge  fhall  come  "  in  flaming  fire^  taking  ven- 
geance on  them  that  know  not  God,  and  that  obey  not 
.  the 

*  Rora.  viii.  i^      ^ ,.    f  Ex.  xxxiv.  6,  7.     Ij.  xx.  6. 
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the  gofpel  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,"  *  ^'  When  the 
beavens  being  on  fire  fhall  be  diffolved,  and  the  ele-* 
ments  ihall  melt  with  fervent  heat/'f  "  Gonfider  this^ 
ye  that  forget  God,  left  he  tear  you  in  pieces^  and 
there  be  none  to  deliver/' |, 

"  Now  of  the  things  which  we  have  fpoken^  thi*  is 
the  fum :  We  .have  fuch  an  High  Prieft,  who  is  fet  on 
the  right  hand  of  the  throne  of  the  Majefty  i»  the 
heavens  ;  a  minifter  of  the  fanfikuary  and  of  the  true 
tabernacle,  which  the  Lord  hath  pitched  and  n6>€  man. 
For  every  high  prieft  is  ordained  to'offer  gifts  and  fac- 
rifices  : .  wherefore  it  is  of  neceffity  that  this  Man  have 
fomewhat  to  offer^  But  now  hath  he  obtained  a  more 
excellent  miniftry :  by  how  much  alfo  he  is^  the  Media- 
tor of  a  better  covenant,  which  was  eftablifiied  upon 
better  promifes.  For  this  is  the  covenant  that  I  will 
make  with  the  houfe  of  Ifrael  after  thofe  days  faith  the 
Lord ;  I  will  put  my  laws  in  their  minds,  and  write 
them  in  their  hearts  ;  I  will  be  to  them  a  God,  and 
they  fliall  be  to  me  a  people.  For  I  will  be  merciful 
to  their  unrighteoufnefs,  and  their  fins  and  their  in- 
iquities I  will  remember  no  more.  In  that  he  faith, 
A  new  covenant,  he  hath  made  the  firft  old.  Now 
that  which  decayeth  and  waxeth  old  is  ready  to  van- 
ifli  away.'*§  And  all  "this  is  of  God,  who  hath 
made  us  able  minifters  of  the  New  Teftament,  not  of 
the  letter,  but  of  the  Spirit :  for  the  letter  killeth, 
but  the  Spirit  giveth  life.  But  if  the  miniftration  of 
death,  written  and  engraven  in  ftones,  was  glorious, 
fo  that  the  children  of  Ifrael  could  not  ftedfaftly  be- 
hold the  face  of  Mofes  for  the  glory  of  his  counte- 
nance, which  glory  was  to  be.  done  away  ;  how  fhall 
not  the  miniftration  of  the  Spirit  be  rather  glorious  ? 
For  if  the  miniftration  of  condemnation  .be  glory, 
much  more  doth  the  miniftration  of  righteoufnefs  ex- 
ceed in  glory.  For  even  that  which  was  made  glori- 
ous 

*  2  The£  i.  8.  f  2  Pet.  iii.  1 2. 

J  Pfal.  1.  22.  J  Heb.  viii.  i,  &c. 


^iXt  had  flc  glory  in  thii  refped,  by  reafon  of  the  glo-* 
ry  that  €iccd[feth«  For  if  that  iirhich  is  done  away 
was  glorious,  much  more  that  which  remaineth  it 
glorious/** 

We  are  afiembled  this  night,  my  brethren,  thd 
fubjeds  of  the  law ;  the  ftudents  of  the  gofpel ;  the 
expediants  of  Chrift's  fecond  appearance*  '^  See  then 
that  ye  refift  not  hirq  that  fpeaketh  from  hearen/* 
*  Ye  are  happily  fet  free  from  the  law  of  ceremonies ; 
happily  fubjeded  to  the  law  oi  morality ;  and  ^'  not 
without  law  unto Chrift.**  "Stand  fall  therefore  in 
that  liberty  wherewith  Chrift  hath  made  you  free." 
Enjoy  and  improve  what  you  have  \  affeS  not  mord 
than  a  wife  Providence  permits.  Look  forward  to 
^at  day  when  you  (hall  join  an  innumerable  company 
of  angels,  yourfelves  like  the  angels  of  God  in  heav- 
en ;  when  you  fliall  affociate  with  the  fpirits  of  juft 
men  made  perfeft,  yourfelves  perfeft  as  they  are  j 
when  you  fliall  add  your  voices  to  the  celeftial  choir, 
m  finging  "  the  fong  of  Mofes  and  the  Lamb  ;"  when 
you  ihall  fee  the  face  of  God  without  dying,  and 
hear  his  voice  without  quaking  for  fear.  *'  Now  un- 
to Him  that  loved  us,  and  wafhed  us  from  our  fins  in 
his  own  blood,  and  hath  made  us  kings  and  ptieiU 
unto  God  and  his  Father  ;  to  him  be  glory  and  do^ 
minion  forever  and  ever.     Amen." 

f  a  Cor.  iii.  6,  &c. 
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LECTURE      I. 

2  TIMOTHY  i.  8,  g,  lO. 

Be  not  thou  therefore  qfhamed  of  the  t^Jiimony  of  our  Lordy 
nor  of  me  his  prifoner  ■:  but  be  thou  partaker  of  the  af 
fii&ions  of  the  gofpel^  according  to  the  power  of  God  ; 
who  hath  favedtu^  and  called  us  with  an  holy  callings 
not  accordi?ig  tp  our  works  j  but  according  to  his  ownpur* 
.pofe  and  grace  ^  which  was  given  us  in  Chriji  yefus  be^ 
fore  the  w^ld  began  ;  but  is  now  made  manifeji  by  the 

.  appearing  of  our  Saviour  yefus  Chrift^  who  hath  aboU 
ifbed'  4eathy .  and  hath  brought  life  and  immortality  to 
light  through  the  gcfpeU 

JlLi  very  difpenfation  of  the  Divine  Providence 
feemsrto  be  the  bafis  and  the  preparation  of  a  farther 
jdifplay  of  wifdom  and  goodnefs.  The  laft  difcovered 
purpofe  of  the  Eternal  Mind,  is  the  continuation,  the 
extenfion  and  the  improvement  of  that  which  imme- 
diately preceded  it ;  and  the  glory  hitherto  difplayed 
in  the  ways  and  works  of  God,  however  excellent,  is 
haftening  to  lofe  itfelf  in  *'  a  far  more  exceeding  and 
eternal  weight  of  gl6ry"  yet  to  be  revealed*  Periods 
of  immeafurable,  incomprehenfible  duration  had  flow- 
ed, before  this  fair  and  jnajeftic  frame  of  nature  was 

called 
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called  into  exiftence.  For  we  read  of  a  purpofe  of 
grace  formed  and  given  "  before  the  world  began/' 
and  of  "  a  kingdom  prepared  from  the  foundation 
of  the  world  ;*'  of  an  eleftion  made,  and  of  *'  eternal 
life  promifed,  of  God  who  cannot  lie,  before  the  foun- 
dation ^f  the  world.*'  Who  can  tell  what  fyftems 
have  Receded  that  which  now  exifts  ?  We  know 
from  lB*ipture  that  one  more  glorious  is  to  fucceed 
it.  ^^  According  to  hii  promife^  we  look  for  new 
heavens  and  a  new  earth,  wherein  dwelleth  righteouf- 
nefs."  *  And  who  can  tell  what  future  fyftems  may 
arife  in  endlefs  progreflion  ?  As  well  might  the  flut- 
tering infe£l,  which  was  born  in  the  morning  and 
periflies  at  night,  prefume  to  dive  into  the  ages  be- 
yond the  flood,  or  with  bold,  adventurous  wing  at- 
tempt to  foar  into  the  heaven  of  heavens,  and  declare 
the  wonders  of  the  world  of  fpirits. 

But  though  fyftem  may  fucceed  fyftem,  though 
difpenfations  change,  one  thing  is  immutable,  **  the 
gracious  purpofe  of  Him  who  worketh  all  things  after 
the  counfel  of  his  own  will.'*  One  great  objeft  was 
kept  in  view  before  the  world  began,  is  ftill  kept  in 
view  through  the  whole  extent  of  its  duration,  and 
is  to  be  purfued  through  the  endlefs  ages  of  eternity. 
Do  you  need,  chriftian,  to  be  told  what  it  is  ?  The 
falvation  of  the  world  by  Chrift  Jefus.  It  is  a  little 
thing  to  fay,  that  Abraham  faw  his  day  afer  off;  that 
of  him  Mofes  wrote,  Ifaiah  prophefied,  David  fung 
and  Paul  preached,  ^f  Thefe  things  the  angels  de- 
iire  to  look  into«"  On  this  exalted  theme  the  ever<- 
lafting  counfels  of  peace  revolved  ;  to  mature  them, 
the  powers  of  heaven  and  earth  were  fhaken  ;  and 
to  bring  them  to  their  confummation^  a  new  creation 
fhall  expand .  infinite  fpace,  and  a  fucceifion  of  ages 
that  are  never,  never  to  expire.  Placed  at  whatever 
point  in  this  immenfe  fphere,  our  eyes  are  ftill  attra6l<* 
ed  to  the  glorious  Centre,  from  which  all  light  and  Hfe 

and 
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ztA  joy  ifibe,  and  m  whofe  light  every  inferior  orb 
revoPves  and  fKnes. 

The  epiftle  of  the  great  apoftle  of  the  Gentiles  from 
which  I  have  taken  the  firt)jed:  of  this  Difcourfe,  is 
addrefied  to  Timothy,  whom  he  ft}4es  his  '^  dearly  be- 
loved fon  in  the  gofpel,**  and  who  had  been  ordained 
firft  bifliop  erf  the  church  of  the  EphefiaD|u  Paul 
lumfelf  was  at  that  time  a  prifoncr  at  R^ipe,  and 
totally  uncertain  refpefting  the  iffue  of  a  caufe  which 
affefted  hia  life,,  before  the  imperial  court.  What 
mercy,  what  juftice  was  to  be  expefted  from  fuch  a 
prfnce  as  Nero— the  monfter  who  could  fire  his  coun- 
try, fhed  the  blood  of  his  virtuous  preceptor,  and  de- 
fl!roy  his  own  mother  ?  But  we,  behold  in  the  prifoner 
a  fpirit  much  exalted  above  the  fear  of  a  tyrant,  a 
mind  prepared  for  the  worft  that  could  befel  him, 
and  expreffing  anxiety,  not  about  perfonal  fafety,  but 
about  the  fticcefe  of  the  gol^el,  and  the  ftedfaftnefs  of 
a  beloved  difciple.  He  folemnly  charges  that  difciple 
not  to  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  one  moment  fliaken  in  the 
feith,  by  the  perfecution  to  which  the  caufe  of  Chrifl: 
had  expofed  himfelf,  or  the  ills  which  he  might  ftilt 
be  called  to  endure  for  the  teftimony  of  Jefus  :  and, 
to  enforce  his  charge,  he  fuggefts  a  view  of  the  gofpel 
which  eclipfes  all  created  glory,  ^^  ftiUs  the  enemy 
and  the  avenger,'*  plucks  from  death  his  fting,  and 
robs  the  grave  of  its  boafted  viftory.  He  reprefents 
Timothy  and  himfelf  as  engaged  in  a  caufe,  which 
the  great  God  himfelf,  before  all'  worlds,  regarded  as 
of  fuperior  importance,  •  and  made  peculiarly  his 
own ;  which  *'  at  fundry  times  and  in  divers  man- 
ners'* he  mfclofed,  and  which  at  length,  '*  by  the  ap- 
pearing of  oup  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  he  made  mani- 
feft"  to  all  men,  Pkul  glories  in  the  idea  of  being  a 
worker  together  with  God  in  this  generous  defign ; 
in  his  appointment  to  the  office  of  *'  a  preacher,  and 
an  apoftle,  and  a  teacher  of  the  Gentiles,'*  in  the 
great  myftery  of  godlinefs  ;  in  difplaying  and  dif- 
penfing  to  a  guilty,  perifhing  world,  the  unfearchable 
•A      -  B  2  riches 
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riches  of  Chrlft — ^who  had  *'  aboliflied  death,  and 
brought  life  and  immortality  to  light  through  the 
gofpel/^       .  . 

— In  tracing  the  hiftory  of  the  patriarchs  who  liv-^ 
ed  both  before  and  fince  the  flood,  from  Adam  to 
Abraham,  and  from  Abraham  to  Mofes,  we  have  en- 
deavouijjd  to  point  out  this  unity  of  defign,  ^his  ftead- 
inefs  o«o-operation,  this  progrefs  of  difcovery.  By 
whatever  name  the  typical  perfon  is  defigned,  patri- 
arch, prophet,  high-prieft,  under  the  Old  Teftament 
difpenfation  ;  whatever  be  the  defignation  of  the 
miniftring  fervant  under  the  New,  apoftle,  evangelift, 
paftor  or  elder,  the  office  and  the  end  of  the  inftitu- 
tion  is  one  and  the  fame— to  declare  the  Son  of  God, 
the  Saviour  of  men,  ''  for  the  perfefting  of  the  faints, 
for  the  edifying  of  the  body  of  Chrift,  till  all  come  in 
the  unity  of  the  faith,  and  of  the  knowledge  of  the 
Son  of  God,  unto  a  perfeft  man,  unto  the  meafure  of 
the  ftature  of  the  fuinefs  of  Chrift/'* 

Borne  down  the  current  of  divine  revelation,  we 
have  arrived  with  Ifrael  at  the  mountaia  that  burned 
with  fire,  and  at  awful  diftance,  with  trembling  eyes, 
beheld  its  fummit  involved  in  clouds,  clothed  in  ter- 
ror  ;  and  with  wonder  and  joy  contemplated  the 
cloud  difperfmg,  the  thunder  cealing,  the  terror  done 
away,  and  Mount  Sinai  transformed  into  Mount  Zion- 
Whatever  farther  progrefs  we  make,  in  whatever  di- 
reftion  v/e  proceed,  we  (hall  find  this  exceeding  high 
mountain  ftill  in  view  j  and,  whether  under  the  con- 
duft  of  the  leader  and  commander  of  Ifrael,  or  of  the 
Champion  of  Chriftianity,  we  are  equally  led  by  '*  one** 
and  the  fame  "  Spirit'*  in  "  one  hope"  to  "  one  Lord,, 
one  faith,  one  God  and  Father  of  all,  who  is  above 
all,  and  through  all,  and  in'all.*'t 

We  Chall  endtjavour  to  conneQ:  our  paft  and  follow- 
ing  Courfe  of  Le&ires,  by  theview  here  prefented  to 
us  by  the  apoftle,  of  the  plan  of  Providence  in  the 
redemption  of  the  world  ;  and  the  execution  of  it,  "  by 

the 
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the  appearing  of  our  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift/'     And 
you  will  be.pleafed  to  obferve, 

L  It  is  God*s  own  purpofe.  The  contrivance,  the 
^ifcovery,  the  progrefs,  the  accomplifhment,  all,  all  is 
from  heaven.  In  what  relates  to  this  world,  in  what 
•contributes  to  the  fuftentatib^i  and  comfort  of  a  tran- 
lient  lifej  human  fagacity,  ingenuity  and  induffcry  may 
challenge  a  little  praife.  Men  foon  invented  and  im- 
proved the  neceffary,  ufeful,  and  ornamental  arts. 
They  foon  learned  to  build  cities,  to  work  in  brafs  and 
iron^  to  "  handle  the  harp  and  organ/'  But  their 
dexterity,  addrefs,  perfeverance  and  fuccefs  in  the 
purfuit  of  perifliable  interefts, '  form  an  humiliating 
contraft  with  their  aukwardnefs,  indolence^  inattention 
and  incapacity  in  their  higher,  their  fpiritual  and  ev- 
.erla;fting  concerns.  Wife  in  trifles,  or  to  do  evil,  how 
10  do  good  they  find  not.  The  experiment  was  per- 
mitted to  be  fully  made.  It  was  proved  how  far  the 
powers  of  nature  coi(ld  go.  Egypt,  Affyria,  Greece, 
Rome,  improved  one  upon  another  ;  and  what  was 
the  refult  ?  ''  The  world  by  wifdom  knew  not  God." 
They  became  vain  in  their  imaginations,  and  their 
foolifli  heart  was  darkened.  Profeffing  themfelves  to^ 
be  wife,  they  became  fools ;  and  changed  the  glory  of 
the  uncorruptible  God  into  an  image  made  like  to 
corruptible  man,  and  to  birds,  and  four-footed  beafts, 
and  creeping  things.'** 

To  increafe  our  wonder  and  mortification,  when 
God's  purpofe  of  mercy  was  declared,  when  his  meth- 
od of  falvation  was  revealed,  men  were  *'  flow  of  heart 
to  believe."  They  "  refifted  the  Holy  Spirit  f  Chrill 
**  came  to  his  own  and  his  own  received  him  not.'* 
The  difciples  themfelves  underftood  not,  believed  not 
**  what  the  prophets  had  fpoken."  No  wonder  then 
that  the  doftrine  of  the  crofs  was  "to  the  Jews  a 
ftumbling^block,  and  to  the  Greeks  fooliflinefs."  Here 
then  is  a  purpofe^  which  not  only  is  not  of  man's  form- 
ing, but  which  man  uniformly  and  violently  oppofed. 

In 
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In  other  cafes,  we  behold  the  wifdom  of  <jod  blead^ 
ing  itfelf  with  human  connfels,  dlreding,  fubdmng 
them  to  its  determination,  and  the  great  God  ^ra- 
ciouily  condefcending  to  divide  his  glory  with  the 
creature.  But  if  there  be  a  defign  mor«  peculiarly 
/jjs^  from  which  he  claims  undivided  praife,  which 
was  not,  which  could  not  be  of  man,  nor  ^'  according 
to  our  works,*'  it  is  this,  the  gracious  defign  of  "  fav* 
ing  them  that  believe,*'  by  Jefus  Cfarift,  and  him  cru-^ 
cified. 

IL  This  leads  us  forward  to  obferve,  that,  as  the 
work  of  redemption  is  Jehovah's  own  peculiar  pur-^ 
pofe^  fo  it  is  a  purpofe  oi  grace*  The  thoughts  of  **  the 
Father  of  fpirits"  are  unfolded,  and  they  are  "  thoughts 
of  peace."  Tranfporting  view !  Behold  the  greateft 
and  moft  glorious  of  all  beings  employing  himfelf  in 
devifmg  the  means  of  doing  good,  of  Communicating 
happinefs,  of  relieving  the  miferable  ;  and  forming  a 
fcheme  of  benevolence  which  extends  from  eternity 
to  eternity,  and  comprehends  innumerable  myriads  of 
rational  beings  reftored,  recovered  from  ignorance, 
from  guilt,  from  mifery,  to  wifdom,  to  holinefs,  to 
•perfeft  and  exalted  felicity.  Blefled  purpofe  !  The 
formation  of  man,  the  creation  of  an  univerfe  are  only 
parts  of  it.  Man  was;  formed  that  he  might  be  re- 
deemed  ;  was  fent  into  this  world  to  be  prepared  for 
*^  heavenly  places  in  Chrift  Jefus.''  The  firmament 
was  expanded,  adorned,  lighted  up,  to  witnefs  the 
difplay  of  "  the  exceeding  riches  of  the  grace  of  God, 
in  his  kindnefs  towards  us  through  Chrift  Jefus  ;'* 
and  every  fucccffive  opening  of  the  plan  of  Providence 
is  only  a  new  difcovery,  a  more  endearing  expreffion 
of  the  love  of  Chrift  "  which  pafleth  knowledge,"  of 
^*  the  peace  of  God  which  pafleth  all  underftanding." 
Think,  O  guilty  man,'  think,  O  my  foul,  what  ^pur- 
pofe of  jujlice^  think  what  a  purpofe  of  wratb  would 
have  been,  had  "  God  fent  his  Son  into  the  world  to 
condemn  the  world  !" — ^The  fpirit  fails  at  the  dreadful 
thought.  Behold  an  infulted  God  defcending  to  con- 
found 
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ibuad  tlie  pride  and  prefumption  of  the  builders  of 
Babel ;  and  mark  their  ^eedy  difperflon.  fiehckl  a 
righteous  God  defcended  on  a  purpofe  of  fiery  indig- 
nation againfi  polhated  Sodom;  a&d  confider,  in  trem- 
bling nietuce,  tbe  finoke  of  her  torment  a&endtng  up 
to  faeaveiai.  Bdiold  a  whole  world  of  ungodly  men 
o7<erwhelmed  with  thewasteri  of  a  deluge;  and  learn 
how  ^ireadful^  hsom  intonceivably  dread&il  a  deEberate 
furfoje  of  vengeance  is.  And,  when  you  have  pon- 
dered it  weM,  refled  with  wander,  gratitude  and  de- 
hght,  that  "  God  fo  loved  the  world  that  he  ^ve  his 
only  b^otten  Son,  that  whofoever  believcth  in  him 
ftould  not  periih,  but  have  cverlafting  life;^'*  that 
Chrift  <:airae  to  feek  and  to  £aiye  that  which  was  loft. 
Again, 

IH.  This  purpofe  of  God,  this  purpofe  of  grace  was 
formed,  before  the  world  began.  Human  purpofes  are 
feeble,  :fl\lduating,  unenlightened  ;  obftruded  by  un- 
forefeen  events,  they  are  oonftrained  to  change  their 
diref^ion,  and  to  airu;{ne  a  new  form.  The  imperfed: 
work  which  through  many  difficulties  k  at  length 
^ecuted,  bears  no 'manner  of  refemblance  to  the 
original  dcfign.  Man  performs  what  he  may,  becaufe 
he  cannot  dfed  what  he  would.  He  is  governed  b)«» 
circumftances  over  which  he  has  no  power.  But  the 
diflin^Hons  of  paft  al»d  future  vanifh  away  from  before 
the  eye  of  God.  There  can  be  no  difficulty  in  the 
way  of  almighty  power,  nothing  concealed  from  the 
view  of  oamifctenoe.  The  duration  of  a  world  Ihrinks 
into  a  fingic  moment  before  Him  who  h  ^'  from  cver- 
lafting to  everiafting.**  Contingency  alid  chance  can 
have  no  effeft  on  the  courifels  of  Him  '*  who  feeth  the 
end  from  the  beginning,*'  and  faith,  ^*  My  counfel 
(hatl  ftand,  and  I  will  fulfil  all  my  pleafure.*' 

■Chrijiianiij  as  old  as  the  creatim  !  It  "boaftfra  niuch 
more  ancient  date.  The  creation  is  of  yefterda-y;  the 
world  is  not  yet  fix  thoufand  years  old  ;  bufethriftirfn- 
ity  is  of  the  eflfence  of  God  himfelf.     It  bears  dat<^ 

"of 
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"  of  old,  even  from  everlafting/'  "  This  pure  river 
of  water  of  life'*  proceeds  out  of  the  throne  of  God» 
vrho  dwells  in  inacceffible  light.  Imagination  wearies, 
itfelf,  thought  is  loft,  in  tracing  it  up  to  its  fource* 
Blefs  the  Lord,  O  my  foul,  who  from  eternity,  in  the 
greatnefs  of  his  might,  in  the  plenitude  of  his  good- 
nefs,  in  the  incomprehenfibility  of  his  wifdom,  conde- 
fcended  to  fix  the  bounds  of  thy  habitation,  to  arrange 
the  events  of  thy  mortal  exiftence,  to  prepare  thy 
place  in  the  heavenly  manfions ;  who  ^'  before  the 
world  began"  furveyed  with  complacency  and  delight 
his  own  benevolent  defigir,  his  own  glorious  work, 
the  univerfe  which  he  was  about  to  fpeak  into  being, 
the  bit  of  clay  he  was  to  fafliion  into  a  man,  the  im-i 
mortal  fpirit  which  his  breath  was  to  infpire,  tjic 
needy  p^rifliing  wretch  whom  his  mercy  was  to  re- 
deem.    But 

IV.  The  bleffed  Author  of  this  gracious,  Qverlafting 
purpofe,  has  revealed  and  beftowed  it  in  his  own  way. 
He  "  hath  faved  us,**  *'  not  according  to  our  works, 
nor  in  the  way  of  our  own  wifdom— rit  is  given  us  in 
Chri^  jfefus.  From  the  formation  of  the  merciful 
plan  of  falvation  to  its  confummation  in  glory,  the 
^eceffity  of  a  Mediator  is  never  for  a  fingle  moment 
left  out  of  view.  His  name,  like  a  fweet  perfume,  i» 
wafted  on  the  wings  of  every  wind.  Survey  the  world 
of  nature  through  all  its  vaft  extent,  and  in  its  minut- 
eft  particle,  and  we  behold  the  omnific  "  Word  by 
whom  all  things  were  made,  and  without  whom  noth- 
ing was  made  that  is  made.**  He  alfo  "  upholdeth  all 
by  the  word  of  his  power  ;**  "  all  power  is  given  unto 
him  in  heaven  and  in  earth.**  Open  the  hiftory  of 
redemption  at  whatever  page,  and  it  ftill  unfolds  the 
mercy  of  God  through  Chrift  Jefus  our  Lord.  Coh-r 
duded  of  the  Spirit  back  to  the  eternal  days  of  uncre- 
ated light,  admitted  to  the  deliberations  of  the  cowi«^ 
cils  of  peace,  we  hear  the  Son  of  God  proclaim,'^  I 
am  Alpha/*  *'  the  beginning.'*  Carried  forward  in 
joyful  iiopc  to  the  day  when  he  fliall  "  make  9.II  things 


new,** 
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new,"  the  fame  voice  ftill  proclaims,  ^*  I  am  Omega," 
*'  the  ending,"  '^  who  was,  and  is,  and  is  to  come." 
Search  the  fcriptures;  confult  the  prophets ;.  to  him 
they  "  all  give  witnefs."  Meditate  the  promifes ; 
'^  all  the  promifes  of  God  in  him  are  yea,  and  in  him 
amen,  unto  the  glory  of  God."  Examine  the  record ; 
"  this  is  the  record,  that  God  hath  given  to  us  eternal 
life ;  and  this  life  is  in  his  Son.  He  that  hath  the  Son 
hath  life :  and  he  that  hath  not  the  Son  of  God  hath 
not  life."*  Confider  the  miniftration  of  angels ;  the 
covenant  of  promife  '^  was  ordained  by  angels  in  the 
band  of  a  Mediator.*^  Hearken  to  a  voice  from  the 
mod  excellent  glory  :  '*  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in 
whom  I  am  well  pleafed,  hear  him."  All  is  light  and 
glory ;  but  not  a  fingle  ray  of  light  is  tranfmitted 
through  any  medium  but  this.  All  is  grace — ^free, 
ibvereign  grace ;  but  there  is  not  one  intimation  giv* 
fin,  not  one  aft  of  favour  conferred,  but  through  the 
^^  one  Mediator  between  God  and  man,  the  Man 
Chrill  Jefus."  To  him  let  every  knee  bow,  to  him 
levery  tongue  confefs,  of  things  in  earth  and  things  in 
heaven.  What  faith  the  fcripture  ?  ^*  He  putteth  no 
truft  in  his  faints,  and  his  angels  he  chargeth  with  fol- 
ly." Is  not  this  a  plain  declaration,  that  the  higheft 
and  holieft  of  created  beings  are  imperfefk  and  depend- 
ent ;  that  they  (land  in  need  of  a  Mediator  and  Advo- 
cate in  order  to  their  acceptance  with  a  holy  God? 
And  is  it  not  for  this  reafon,  that,  "  when  he  bringeth 
in  the  Firft-begptten  into  the  world,  he  faith.  And  iet 
all  the  angels  of  God  worfhip  him  ?" — It  being  the 
fundamental  law  of  God's  everlq/iing  kingdom  before 
the  world  was,  and  after  it  fhall  be  burnt  up  and  pafs 
away,  "nith  all  that  it  contains,  under  patriarchs, 
prophets  and  apoflles,  under  the  legal  and  under  the 
evangelical  difpenfation,  under  the  dominion  of  grace 
and  in  glory,  on  earth  and  in  heaven,  that  there  (hould 
be  accefs  to,  hope  in,  and  acceptance  with  God,  for 
men  and  for  angels,  only  through  the  Son  of  his 

love, 
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Idve^  tbt  etemtd  Word  vhicfa  csaxie  an!  ^pporti 
all  tfaiiigft. 

V.  In  Mfifemity  with  this  glorious  ptrfofi  tmi 
jTttt^  isn  Chfrift  Jifm^  vhat  h^tdi  beea  escecuti^d  f  Ev'^ 
ery  -thixiig  worthy  of  a  defign  To  graad,  every  thing 
wctttby  of  il6  ^iisat  **  Autliw,'*  worthy  of  the  glorious 
^  JRmOier  ^  o«r  faitiu"^  His  ajq^esrixg  faath  «e^2^  it 
nuoAftfi^  The  deardl-ilgiited  of  the  projA^s,  like 
the  hlinil  loan  <Mily  Itialf  reftored  to  vificm^  faw  men 
bi9t  as  treses  \raUQng^  but  aow^  under  the  gofpel,  the 
isdXdk  and  laoft  defpifed  among  believers  fe^  every 
thiiig  plainiy^  he  fees  the  etenial  purpofe  of  God 
written  ia  charafbers  whkli  lie  caaa  read  and  under* 
Hand ;  he  <otapare^  the  model  with  the  iiru&ure,  and 
fiwte  the  tabernacle  ereS:ed  in  the  plain,  the  perfed 
coaoiterfort  of  the  pattern  deUvened  in  the  mount — 
He  ikids  the  fcriptures  fuKiled^  the  predidions  veriii'^ 
ed^  the  types  e3q>l22ned)  reali^^^  juftified ;  ail  thii^ 
iuifted  in  and  by  the  llord  Chrift« 

What  hach  been  executed  ?  tie  bath  ahtdifixd  ieath, 
that  faaced^  hideous  fpe£tre,  through  fesr  of  whom  the 
£sdlea  po&erity  of  Adam  are  ^*  fufajed  to  bondage.** 
He  hath  Ycftraxned  the  power^  pat  an  end  to  the  do* 
nuaion^  annikjlated  the  exiflence  oi  the  king  of  ter- 
K>rs.  Through  fin  death  gained  admiffion  into  the 
wcH-ld ;  in  iin  his  empire  is  founded ;  by  fin  he  is 
artaed  wkh  a  mortal  fting.  By  the  great  propitia- 
tion &r  im  h^  is  banilked  thence,  his  reign  is  termi'^ 
nated^  his  :^ng  ii  piucfced  out.  Aik  that  £ckly,  pin- 
ing creatuT^e,  what  iit  would  be  to  have  the  difeafe 
which  is  perceptibly  preying  upon  his  vitals  aboli&ed  ? 
A&  that  d^je^ed  prifoner  of  defpair,  what  it  would 
.  be  to  have  his  debt  difcharged,  and  the  writ  of  his 
confitiieinem  aboli&ed  f  A(k  the  wretch  condemned, 
what  it  would  he  to  have  the  fotal  hand-writing  of 
judgment  than:  is  agaiuft  him  abolished  ?  And  let  the 
aafwers  you  would  receive  convey,  as  well  as  they 
can,  a  fenfc  of  the  obligation  under  which  we  lie,  to 
Kim  who  hath,  done  away  the  deadly  plague  which 

waftes. 
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wstftes,  v/hkh  thrcJateM^  wfakh  de&roj%  the  Ibul  ;  to 
Him,  who  hdXh  paid  the  enormous  debt  ''  to  the  ut*- 
tefmoft  farthing,**  purchafed  ^  rcleafe,  fet  open  the 
j)rifon  doors  ;  to  Him  who  hath  cancelled  the  a^ul 
fentence  of  a  righteous  God,  **  nailing  it  to  his  crofs.'^ 
He  hath  abolijh^  dmijbf  with  all  the  wx»e  that  leads  to 
it,  all  the  dreaded  woe  'that  is  in  it,  dU  the  more  tre* 
m^ndous  woe  that  f&cceeds ;  ficknefe  and  pain^  anguiih 
Und  old  age ;  the  bitter  pang  that  t^ds  afunder  th^ 
body  and  the  fpirit ;  the  hell  that  follows.  And  by 
what  wonderful  means  hath  all  this  been  effe^ed  ? 
*'  through  death*'  he  has  deftroyed  "  him  that  had  the 
power  of  death.**  Into  hi$  own  fcare  the  deceiver  has 
fallen  ;  by  his  <:>.wn  We^pccns  the  enemy  has  been  dif* 
armed ;  his  own  triumph  hath  proved  his  ruin.  **  O 
death,  where  is  thy  fting  ?  O  graven  where  is  thy  idc* 
tory  ?  The  fting  of  death  is  fin,  and  the  ftrength  of  fin 
is  the  law.  But  thanks  be  to  God  wbkh  giveth  us 
the  vidory,  through  our  Lord  Jcfus  Gbrift**^* 

What  hath  been  executed  ?  He  hath  irought  life  and 
immortality  to  li^.  It  is  more  than  fluttering  hope  ^t 
fond  defire  ;  it  is  more  than  the  peculation  of  a  phi- 
lofophic  mind,  or  the  preTumptuoufnefe  <^  reaibning 
pride ;  it  is  more  than  patriarchal  confidence,  or  the 
dawning  light  of  Mofaic  revelation.  It  is  defire  war«» 
ranted,  and  hope  fupported  by  fafts  ;  it  is  reafon  jut 
tified  and  confirmed  by  demonftration ;  it  is  the  morn- 
ing light  of  promife,  advanced  to  the  perfed  day  of 
difcovery  and  accomplifliment.  ^^  He  that  raifed  up 
Chrift  from  the  dead,  ihall  alfo  quicken  your  mortad 
bodies  by  his  Spirit  that  dwelleth  in  you.**t  ^*  For  if 
we  believe  that  Jefus  died,  and  role  again,  even  fo 
them  alfo  which  fleep  m '  Jefus  will  God  bring  with 
him.'*  I  This  is  not  the  cold  peradventure  of  a  fage, 
faying,  **  If  in  this  I  err^  I  willingly  err  ;**  but  the 
bleffed  affurance  of  an  apoftle,  faying,  *'  I  know  whom 
I  have  believed,  and  I  am  perfuaded  that  he  is  able  to 
keep  that  which  I  have  eommitted  unto  him  againft . 

that 
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that  day.**  *  **  I  am  now  ready  to  be  offered,  and  the 
time  of  my  departure  is  at  hand.  I  have  fought  a 
good  fight,  I  have  finiihed  my  courfe,  I  have  kept  the 
faith.  Henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of 
rlghtepufnefs,  which  the  Lord  the  righteous  Judge 
fliall  give  me  at  that  day :  and  not  to  me  only,  but 
unto  all  them  alfo  that  love  his  appearing."! 

And  can  it  be  neceffary  to  inquire  who  caufed  this 
light  to  arife  ?  Who  removed  the  veil,  and  difclofed 
the  hidden  glories  of  eternity  ?  What  power  could 
tune  the  human  tongue  to  fuch  raptures,  and  infpire 
a  mortal  breaft  with  fuch  holy  and  triumphant  joy  ? 
**  God  is  the  Lord,  which  hath  (hewed  us  light.*'  It 
is  ''  the  revelation  of  Jefus  Chrift,  who  flieweth  to  his 
fervants  things  which  muft  fliortly  come  to  pafs." 
**  By  the  go/pel  life  and  immortality  are  brought  to 
light  ;'*  ''  Even  the  myftery  which  hath  been  hid  from 
ages  and  from  generations,  but  now  is  made  manifeft 
to  his  faints  :  to  whom  God  would  make  known  what 
is  the  riches  of  the  glory  of  this  myftery  among  the 
Gentiles  ;  which  is  Chrift  in  you  the-  hope  of  glory."  { 

— ^Learn  hence  the  folly  and  danger  of  all  oppofi* 
tion  to  the  plans  of  eternal  Providence.  "  He  is  wife 
in  heart,  and  mighty  in  ftrength  :  who  hath  hardened 
himfelf  againft  Him  and  hath  profpered  ?"§  "  Why 
do  the  heathen  rage,  and  the  people  imagine  a  vain 
thing  ?  The  kings  of  the  earth  fet  themfelves,  and 
the  rulers  take  counfel  together,  againft  the  Lord, 
and  againft  his  anointed,  faying.  Let  us  break  their 
bands  afunder,  and  caft  away  their  cords  from  us.  He 
that  fitteth  in  the  hej^vfens  fliall  laugh  :  the  Lord  fliall 
have  them  in  derifion.  Yet  have  I  fet  my  King  upon 
my  holy  hill  of  Zion.  Afk  of  me,  and  I  fliall  give 
thee  the  heathen  for  thine  inheritance,  and  the  utter- 
moft  parts  of  the  earth  for  thy  poffeflion."||  "  If 
this  counfel  or  this  work  be  of  men,  it  will  come  to 
nought :  but  if  it  be  of  God,  ye  cannot  overthrow  it ; 

left 
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left  haply  ye  be  found  even  to  fight  againft  Gdd/*^* 
*'  Verily  I  fay  unto  you,  till  heaven  and  earth  pafs ^ 
one  jot  or  one  tittle  fhall  in  no  wife  pafs  from  the  law, 
till  all  be  fulfiUed.^'t  "Woe  be  to  him  who  ftriveth 
with  his  Maker/*  Sinner,  learn  wifdom  in  time ; 
ceafe  from  the  ruinous  contention  ;  **  it  is  hard  for 
thee  to  kick  againft  the  pricks  ;'*  thou  ait  wounding^ 
deftroying  only  thyfelf.  **  Kifs  the  Son,  left  he  be 
angry,  and  ye  perifli  from  the  way,  when  his  wrath  is 
kindled  but  a  little.  BleiTed  are  all  they  that  put  theii' 
truft  in  him/*  J 

— Chriftians,  be  of  good^  courage  ;  "  in  patience, 
poffefs  ye  your  foul^/'  God  will  fupport  and  vindi- 
cate the  caufe  that  is  his  own.  His  truth  and  faithful-> 
nefs,  evinced  by  the  Interpofition  of  ages.paft,  are  a 
full  fecurity  for  his  care  and  attention  through  ages 
to  come.  Time,  which  impairs  all  things  elfe,  gives 
ftability,  force  and  eflFed  to  the  purpofes  of  Heaven. 
The  diiTolution  of  the  frame  of  nature  is  the  confum- 
mation  of  the  work  of  redemption.  As  the  writings 
of  Mofes  are  an  improvement  upoii  the  traditional 
knowledge  of  the  antediluvian  world  \  and  as  the  gof* 
pel  is  an  improvement  upon  the  law  and  the  prophets, 
fo,  '*  according  to  his  promife,**  we  look  for  a  new 
economy,  which  Ihall  be  an  imprpvement  upon,  and 
an  extenfton,  confirmation  and  accomplifhment  of  the 
gofpel  difpenfatipn. 

—Learn  to  afpire  after  the  honour  and  happinefs  of 
working  together  with  God  in  forwarding  this  gra- 
cious defign.  It  is  the  glory  of  the  moft  exalted  of 
all  beings;  and  therefore,  furely,  defervedly  claims 
the  employment  of  the  nobleft  powers  of  man.  What 
heart  would  not  rejoice  in  putting  forth  a  helping 
hand  towards  rearing  this  bleffed  fabric,  were  it  but 
to  drive  a  pin,  or  faften  a  cord.  Remember  that  care- 
lefsnefs  here  is  highly  criminal ;  that  to  fit  ftill  is  not 
only  robbing  yourfelf  of  the  moft  exquifite  pleafure, 
and  declining  the  higheft  honour  of  which  your  na- 

tutip 
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tnra  i»  capat^,  buJt  is  at  the  fame  titnetlie  higbeft  m^ 
(uk  to  your  Cfelfctor,  and  the  moft  certain  mean?  of 
incurring  his  difpleafure^  Look  aronnd  you,  and  ob- 
kftve  th^fe  myriads  of  your '  fellow-creatures,  lefs  fii- 
Toured  of  Heaven  than  you  are,  confider  them  wdl, 
and  be  to  them  in  the  place  of  6od«  Extend  to  them 
that  compaflion  which  the  Father  of  mercies  hath  ex* 
timded  toward  thee. 

See-,  my  brothers,  they  are  deformed,  dHeafcd  in 
boJy ;  tbey  are  diftreifed  m  their  ci'Fcumftances ;  they 
are  g.rieved  in  mind ;  alas,  they  "  aje  dead  in  tref- 
paffes  aiid  fins  !^'  Loft  to  God,  toft  to  all  the  valua- 
able  purpoffes  of  exiftence,  better  for  them  they  had 
never  been  born.  But  yet  they  are  your  brethren ; 
they  are  fufc^ptible  of  pleafure  and  pam  like  you  \ 
the  faip©  fun  enHghte»s  them  j  the  gofpel  aims  at  re- 
Keving  then\  as  well  as  you ;  the  fame  God  created 
and  fuftaifis  and  carets  iot  you  bot-h.  Have  pity  upoi% 
them  }  ftrive  to  reftore  them  to  peace  with  themfelvesv 
tp.  peace  with  the  world,  to  peace  with  God*  **  It  i» 
not  the^will  of  youpr  Bother  which  i^  in  heaven,  that 
one  of  thefe  little  ones  (houM  perifii.**^*  ^  Jefus^,  thou 
8o»  pf  Pavid,  have  mercy  upon  them.**  htt  the 
furpoj^  ofgpoee^  comprehend  them,  ev«n  them  aMb. 

Son  of  God,  wfeo  didft  reftore  agility  to  the  lame, 
fight  to  the  blind,  hearing-  to  the  deaf,  the  faculty  of 
fpeech  to  the  dumb,  life  to  the  dead,  and  who  givell 
wifdom  to  the  wife, — thou  fealt  renovate  all  things, 
thov  flialt  aboli(h  death  and  point  out  the  path  of  life  I 
O,  I  ftatt  Wefe  thee  with  tranfports  of  joy  ineffable, 
y^  the  d^y  when  the  powers  of  heaven  fhall  be  ftiaken, 
and  the  heavens  pafs  -away  with  a  great  noife,  and  the 
earth  with  all  that  it  contains  ftiall  be  confumed  !  Then 
thy  fuffering  creatures,  delivered  from  all  the  ill» 
which  oppreffed  them,  fltall  be  clothed  upon  with  a 
glorious  and  immortal  body,  fefhioned  like  to  thy  glo- 
rious body ;  ft^?tll  be  perfeftly  conformed  to  thy  bleff- 

ed 
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ed  image — the  iHiage  of  the  fifft^-bovfi  ainei^  reaetef 
.brethren!  Then  the  Saviour  of  the  world  fliall  pro- 
nounce, not  from  the  expiring  agony  of  the  crofs,  but 
from  the  radiance,  of  a  thr<^ne  abo¥€  (he  fkies,  <^  It  is 
finiihed !"  Then  He  who  ''  maketh  all  things  new,** 
(hall  with  complacency  contemplate  this  fecond  glo- 
rious creation,  and  proclaim  **  all  is  gx)od,  yea,  very 
goodr 
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jind  Mo/es  went  up  into  the  mounts  and  a  cloud  covered  thi 
mount.  And  the  glory  of  the  Lord  abode  upon  Mount 
Sinai  ^  and  the  cloud  covered  it  fix  days  /  and  thefeventb 
day  he  called  unto  Mofes  out  of  the  mid/i  of  the  clouds 
And  the  fight  of  the  glory  of  the  Lord  was  like  devour-^ 
ingfhre  on  the  top  of  the  mounts  in  the  eyes  of  the  chil- 
dren of  IfraeU  And  Mofes  went  into  the  midji  of  the 
cloudy  and  gat  him  up  into  the  mount :  and  Mofes  waJ 
in  the  mount  forty  days  and  forty  nights* 

JBrEAD  is  not  more  neceffary  to  the  fupport  of  hu-« 
man  life,  than  religion  is  to  the  happinefs  of  a  rational 
being.  Man,  in  his  better,  his  immortal  part,  *'  lives 
by  every  word  that  proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth  of 
God."  In  more  than  one  inftance  the  miracle  has 
been  exhibited,  of  fuftaining  the  body  without  food, 
and  yet  no  pain  lior  inconveniency  felt ;  but  for  the 
foul  to  exift,  and  to  exift  in  comfort,  undirefted  by 
the  precepts,  unenlightened  by  the  difcoveries,  un- 
fupported  by  the  confolations  of  religion,  is  a  miracle 
not  to  be  performed.  It  is  the  more  to  be  lamented 
that  the  attempt  is  fo  often  fatally  made,  of  living 
*^  without  God  in  the  world  ;^^  of  purfuing  a  happi- 
nefs that  is  independent  of  the  great  Sourj:e  of  light 
and  joy  ;  of  feeking  peace,  reft  and  enjoyment  in  the 
negleci  or  violation  of  his  commandments.     Happy 

it 
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it  is  .for  men,  if  after  having  made  the  fruitlefs  exper- 
iment of  "  feeking  the  living  among  the  dead,*'  and 
iftef  having  at  length  difcovered  that  fuccefs  is  vanity, 
and  that  difappointment  is  vexation  of  fpirit,  have 
been  perfuaded,  before^  it  was  too  late,  td  draw  their, 
felicity  from  the  pure  and  never-failing  fources  of  faith 
and  a  good  confcience  ;  happy  they,  who,  reconciled 
to  God  through  Chrift  Jefus  their  Lord,  enjoy  real 
tranquillity  in  life,  and  well-grounded  hope  in 
death. 

We  tremble  as  we  behold  Mofes  advancing  to  the 
fummit  of  the  buriiing  mountain  to  meet  God,  Who 
can  walk  into  the  midft  of  a  flaming  furnace  and  live  ? 
But  is  it  poffible  to  remove  from  God  an  inftant  of 
time,  a  hair*s  breadth  of  fpace  ?  No  :  God  is  about 
our  path  and  our  bed,  is  watching  our  going  out  and 
coming  in,  our  lying  down  and  riling  up,  God  i$  in 
this  place;  and,  were  our  eyes  opened,  we  Ihould 
even  ijow  behold  his  face  clothed  with  the  frowns  of 
juft  difpieafure,  or  beaming  with  the  fmiles  of  pater- 
nal love. 

Was  the  law  given  by  "  the  difpolition  of  angels," 
arrayed  in  all  their  majefty  ahd  might  ?  O  how  be- 
nign their  afpcft,  how  affedionate  their  affiduity,  how 
vigilant  their  care,  could  we  but  behold  them,  while 
they  aid  the  preaching  of  the  everlafling  gofpel,  while 
they  attend  the  affemblies  of  a  chriftian  church,  and 
minifter  to  them  who  are  the  heirs  of  falvation  !  As 
the  awfulnefs  and  folemnity  of  the  prophet's  condi- 
tion are  not  peculiar  to  him,  and  to  that  important  oc- 
cafion,  fo  neither  are  the  privileges  which  he  enjoyed, 
nor  the  communion  to  which  he  was  admitted,  peculiar 
and  perfonal.  Chriftian,  you  have  but  to  retire  into 
your  clofet  and  to  fhut  the  door  after  you,  and  you  arc 
immediately  on  the  top  of  a  higher  mountain  than  Mo- 
fes climbed,  and  are  near  to  God  as  he  was  in  the 
moft  precious  moments  of  the  moft  intimate  commu- 
nication. Alone,  or  in  company,  we  have  accefs  at 
all  times  to  the  throne  of  grace  j  and  we  have  what 
You.  IV.  G  gave 
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gave  him  fafety  and  confidence  in  dra\iring  nigh  unto 
God— an  Advocate  with  the  Father,  a  great  High 
Prieft,  a  Mediator  betwixt  God  and  us. 

The  great  Jehovah,  having  delivered  in  every  cir- 
cuoiftance  of  magnificence  that  could  excite  attention,, 
procure  refpeft,  and  enforce  obedience,  that  law, 
i^hofe  general  nature,  tendency  and  defign,  together 
with  its  relation  to  the  evangelical  difpenfation,  were 
the  fubjeft  of  a  former  Lefture,  proceeded  to  regulate 
their  civil  polity-  But  not  by  an  audible  voice,  in 
the  ears  of  all  the  people,  as  he  had  done  the  law  of 
the  ten  commandments,  but  in  private  conference  with 
Mofes,  to  be  by  him  delivered  to  the  p^ple,  he  de* 
livered  thofe  inftkutions  of  a  civil  and  political  nature,, 
which  regarded  their  focial  and  national  capacity,. 
In  fludying  thefe,  the  lovers  of  fcripture  will  rejoice 
to  trace  the  jufteft  and  moft  comprehenfive  views  of 
human  nature,  the  nobleft  and  moft  liberal  ideas  of 
legiflation,  the  moft  perfeft  equity,  the  profoundeft 
fkgacity,  and  the  moft  unbounded  kindnefs  and  be- 
nevolenccr  But  it  e:!cceeds  our  ftrength,  and  it  con- 
fifts  not  with  our  plan,  to  go  into  the  detail  of  thefe 
excellent  ftatutes.     We  purfue  the  hiftory.^ 

The  voice  from  Sinai  having,  in  dl-eadful  glory, 
proclaimed  the  conditions  of  this  new  covenant,  di- 
redions  are  given  for  the  folemn  and  public  ratifica- 
tion of  it.  T his  was^  done  that  the  obligation  which 
was  originally,  invariably  and  neceflarily  binding  up- 
on the  parties,  might  acquire  additional  force  from 
voluntary  confeijt,  and  from  the  intervention  of  au- 
guft  and  fignificant  ceremonies.  1  truft  it  will  be 
neither  unentertaining  nor  uninftruftivc  to  attend  to 
the  defcriptron  of  theie  ceremonies  as  they  ftand  upon 
the  facred  record.  They  are  highly  interefting  wheth- 
er we  confider  them  as  the  venerable  remains  of  a 
very  remote  antiquity,  being  no  lefs  than  three  thou- 
fand  three  hundred  and  forty-three  years  prior  to  the 
prefent  time  ;*    or  as  the  original  compaft,  in  the 

conftitiition 
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conftitutioft  of  2111  ancient,  important,  ^*rell4tntfwii^ 
and  generally  interefting  national  government ;  or  a& 
forming  part  of  the  plan  of  a  divine  adminiftratioft^ 
whofe  force  can  never  be  fpettt,  whofe  influence  on 
human  virtue  and  happinefe  can  never  eacpire. 

trod  has  *^  fpoken  once  in  his  holinefs,'*  in  a  fen(t« 
ble  manner,  has  made  himfelf  feen,  heard  and,  felt 
by  a  whole  people  together.  But  it  is  neither  confifl> 
ent  with  his  digpity,  nor  favourable  to  man's  im* 
provement,  that  he  mould  always  or  often  make  him- 
felf known  in  that  manner.  He  has  fpoken  thus  onc^, 
that  every  hearer  might  have  a  perfonal  reafdh  £ot 
acknowledging  and  adoring  the  dread  Jehovah,  thii 
Fountain  of  all  power,  the  fupreme  Author  of  every 
eftablifhment.  And  he  fpeaks  thus  but  feldom,  that 
all  men  may  learn  to  revere  confcience,  his  vicegerent 
upon  earth,  to  ftudy  his  word,  the  interpreter  of  his 
nature  and  will ;  and  to  refpeQ:  and  **  be  fubjeft  t<^ 
the  powers  which  be  ordained  of  God,  not  only  fof 
wrath  but  for  confcience  fake."  Direftions  are  ao 
cordingly  given  to  ratify  the  covenant,  not  by  the 
whole  people  in  perfon,.but  by  their  reprefentatives* 
iThe  perfons  fummoned  to  attend  on  this  great  occa* 
Aon,  are ;  firft,  Mofes  himfelf,  who  was  to  reprefent 
the  Mediator  between  the  high  contra&ing  parties;; 
then  Aaron  and  his  two  fons,  Nadab  and  Abihu,  who 
feprefented  the  Levitical  body,  or  order  of  priefthood  ; 
and  finally,  feventy  of  the  elders  of  Ifrael,  who  were 
to  aO;  in  the  name  of  the  congregation  at  large# 
When  we  obferve  the  names  of  Nadab  and  Abihu  in 
this  refpeftable  lift,  and  look  forward  to  their  dread* 
fill  and  untimely  end,  we  are  led  to  a  refleftion  of  no 
fmall  importance  in  ftudying  the  iacred  volume  j 
namely,  that  the  deftination  of  Providence  in  raifing 
particular  perfons  to  eminent,  honourable  and  ipi* 
portant  ftations  in  civil  fociety,  is  fomcthing  extreme- 
ly different  from  **  the  eleftion  according  to  grace." 
A  Cyrus  and  a  Nebuchadnezzar  may  be  the  fervants 
of  God,  to  execute  his  vengeance  or  nis  love,  without 
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knowing  any  thing  of  their  Employer  ;  and  their 
.  private  and  perfonal  charade?  may  remain  unafiFefted 
by  their,  public  condufl:.  The  man  according  to 
God/»  o^n  heart,  in  the  view  of  fopie  great  objed  o£ 
public  utility,  has  fometimes  been  found  difljonouring 
God*  by  private  vice,  and  degFading,  deflroying  him- 
felf^  while  he  has  been  materially  ferving  the  worlds 
This  mod  ferious  confideration  diftated  to  the  great 
apoftlfi  of  the  Gentiles  that  neceffary  rule  of  conduft. 
*'  I  keep  under  my  body  and  bring  it  into  fubjeftion ;. 
left  that  by. any  means^  when  I  have  preached  to  oth- 
ers,! myfelf  ihould  be-a  caft^away^** *  And  it  i&  a  loud 
call  to  every  one  who  ads -in  a  public  capacity,  to  fup- 
port  and  adorn  it  by  private  virtue  and  unaffeded  pi- 
ety*^  While  the  great  God  was  thus  putting  honour 
on  thefe  feventy-three.  perfons  in  the  eyes  of  all  the 
people,^  he  fees,  it  neceffary  to  put  and  to  keep  them  in 
mind.of  their  diftance  and  dependence ;  "  Wbrfliip  ye 
afar  off :  Mofes  alone  fhall  come  near  the  Lord,  but 

*  >  • 

they  fhall  not  come  nigh/' 

This  meffage  being  reported  to  the  people,  they  ex* 
prefs  their  cheerful  and  unanimous  confent.  "All 
the- people  anfwered  with  one  voice,  and  faid.  All 
the  words  which  the  Lord  hath  faid  willwe  do**'t 
Mofes  upon  this  reduces  into  writing  the  articles  of 
the  treaty  between  God  and  the  people,  to  be  rented 
aloud  in  the  hearing  of  all  the  parties  concerned,  pre- 
vious to  the  folemnities  of  the  enfuing  ratificaiipn/ 
According  to  the  form  obferved  upon  fuch  occauon|J 
rifing  up  early  in  the  morning,*  he  builds  an  altar  urP 
der-the  bill,  the  emblem  of  the  divine  prefence,  on  the 
one  fide ;  "  and  twelve  pillars,  according  to  the  twelve 
tribes  of  Ifrael,'*  J  or  an  heap  confiftmg  of  twelve 
large  flones,  according  to  thenuriiber  of  the  tribes,  to 
reprefent  the  people,  on  the  oppofite  fide ;  and  upon 
it  he  offers  a  burnt-offering,  a  facrifice  made  by  fire 
unto,  the  Lord.     The  application  of  the  blood  of  the 

..,:       vidim 

*  J   Cor,  ix.  27. 

4  9 

t  Verfe  .3.         J  Verfe  4. 


LEcr.lL  'Hijiory  vf  Mo/es.  ^29 

Viftim  principally  challenges  our  attention  in  the  cel- 
ebration of  ,this  awful  rite.  It  was  divided  into  two 
equal  parts:  one  half  was  put  into  bafons,  and  placed 
by  the  twelve  pillars  of  ftone  ;  where  in  all  probabili- 
ty were  arranged  the  feventy  elders,  the  reprefentatives 
of  every  tribe  ftanding  by  the  pillar  peculiar  to  their 
tribe  :  the  other  half  was  fprinkled  upon  the  altar  on 
the  other  fide.  Thus,  that  which  conftituted  the  life 
t)f  the  facrifice  was  feparated j  and  Mofes  ftanding  be- 
i:ween  the  divided  parts,  and  having  fome  of  the  blood 
now  denominated  the  blood  of  the  covenant,  <^r  of 
{the  purifying  viftim,  in  his  hands,  rehearfed  aloud  the 
words  of  the  covenant  in  the  audience  of  the  people, 
who  were  reprefented  by  their  elders,  and  then  fol- 
emnly  demanded  whether  they  acceded  to  the  condi- 
tions of  it.  /         ' 

The  form  of  adjuration  employed  in  fuch  cafes,*  as 
•  you  heard  in  a  former  Lefture^*  now  in  the  hands  of 

many  of  you,  was  inexpreflibly  awful  and  tremendous. 
*^  As  the  body  of  this  viftim  is  cleft  afunder ,  as  the 
Wood  of  this  animal  is  poured  out,  fo  let  my  body 
be  divided  and  my  blood  fiied,  if  I  prove  unftedfalt 

.  and  perfidious."  Under  an  engagement  of  this  dread- 
ful ioyjort,  they  confent  to  the  conditions  of  the  trea- 
ty, faying,  ^^•Ml  that  the  Lord  hath  faid  will  we  do, 
and  be  obedient.'*!     Whereupon  Mofes  takes-  of  the 

.  l)lood,  and  fprinkles  it  upon  the  people,  in  the  per- 
fons  of  their  reprefentatives,  as  he  had  before  fptiiik- 

.  led  it  upon  the  altar,  expreffing  thereby  God's  accept- 

,  ance  of  their  perfons  and  fervices,  and  his  engagement 

to  fulfil  all  t^at  the  covenant  promifed  on  his  part. 

Matters  being  thus  adjufted,  and  peace  eftablifhed,  the 

burnt  facrifice  is  fucceeded  by  a  peaceiofFering,  and , 

the  partiesi'  as  friends,  fit  down  to  partake  of  a  com- 

n;ion  repaft.     This  is  evidently  the  meaning  of  the  ex- 

.  preffion  in  the  end  of  the  eleventh  verfe :  "  AHb  they 

law  God,  and  did  eat  and  drink ;"  that  is,  as  in  the 

prefence  of  the  moft  high  God,  at  peace  with  him, 

-*%  and 
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ftad  at  pMce  among  themfetjl^es,  they  did  eat  of  the 
iame  bread  and  drank  of  the  fame  cup.  It  would  be 
cafy,  were  it  neceflary,  to  confirm  this  interpretation 
by  quoting  the  practice  of  other  nations  in  later 
tunes,  undoubtedly  borrowed  from  rites  of  God's  dwa 
inftitution.  It  would  appear  from  the  letter  of  the 
narration,^  that  the  fcen^e  of  this  facred  feafl  was  a 
higher  region  of  the  mountain  than  that  where  the 
covenant  waa  ratified.  He  builded  the  altar  tmder  the 
bUl,*  and  fet  up  the  pillars,  as  it  is  ver.  4  \  and  when 
the  folemnities.  of  that  inferior  ftation  were  duly  cele- 
brated^ the  nation  whom  God  had  thus  chofen  is  ex- 
alted to  a  fiaperior  rank,  and  admitted  to  a  more  inti- 
mate union  with  their  Maker.  **  Out  of  Zion,  the  per- 
feiSion  of  beauty,  God  now  ftunes,  calling  to  the 
heaVens  from  above,  and  to  the  earth,  Gather  my 
iaintj  together  unto  me  ;  thofe  that  have  made  a  cov- 
enant with  me  by  facrifice/'  *  Purified  by  blood,  the 
blood  of  the  covenant,  they  are  encouraged  to  mount 
higher  and  hMher,  to  approach  nearer  and  nearer  \ 
they  are  ens^bied,  with  enlightened  eyes,^  ta  dilcern 
wiore  clearly,  and'  to  look  more  ftedfaftly*^ 

Being/ fprinkled  with  blood,,  ^^then  went  up  Mofes 
and  Aaron,  Nadab  and  Abihu,  and  feventy  of  the 
elders:  of  Ifrael ;  and  they  faw  the  Goi^i^  Ifrael :  and 
there  w^s:  under  has  feet  as  it  were  a  paved  work  of  a 
iapphire-ftone,  and  as^  it  were  the  body  of  heaven  in 
his  clearnefs.  And  upon  the  nobles  of  the  children 
of  Ifrael  he  laid  not  his  hand :  alfo  they  faw  God, 
and  did  eat  and  drink.'H  What  a  ftream  of  fplendid 
ideas  h^e  ruflaes  in  upon  us  !  "  They  faw  the  God  of 
Ifrad*"  They  iaw  Him  whofe  prefence*  is  the  glory 
of  heaven,  the  light  of  whofe  countenance  is  the  py 
of  angeU  and  archangels: ;  they  faw  Him  defcended 
to  earth,  to  be  the  light,  glory  and  joy  of  his.  people, 
to  dv/ell  among  themj^  and  to  be  their  friend,  their  fa- 
ther and  their  God  j  they  faw  Him:  engaging  himieff 
by  every  thing  that  could  aSe^S^  the  femes,  kmdle  the 

imagination. 
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imagination^  or  melt  the  heart,  to  guide  and  proteS: 
them,  to  provide  for  them,  to  blefs  them  and  to  do 
them  good.  ^*  They  faw  the  God  of  Ifraely*  their 
fathers'  God,  their  oT^n  covenant  God,  and  the  God 
of  their  feed  to  the  lateft  generations.  They  faw 
God  I  but,  what  did  they  fee  r  That  face  whofe  luftre 
conftrains  the  chewibim  to  cover  their  faces  with  their 
wings— thofe  eyes,  which  **  as  a  flame  of  fire  go  up 
and  down  through  the  earth/'  which  difcern  impurity 
in  the  heavens  and  folly  in  angels — that  mouth  whicn 
fpake  the  univerfe  into  ^xrftence,  and  whofe  lighteft 
word  {hakes  the  foundations  of  the  everiafting  hill?s — 
the  hand  that  wields  the  thunder,  or  the  feet  that  walk 
upon  the  fwift  wings  of  the  wind  ?  No :  the  nobles  of 
Ifrael  had  fbrunk  into  nothing  before  fuch  an  awful 
difplay  of  Deity.  He  needed  not  to  have  laid  hfs 
hand  upon  them  ;  one  glance  of  thofe  piercing  eyes 
which  guard  'the  law,  had  been  fufEcient  to  oonfume 
them  in  a  miomient.  What  then  did  they  fee  ? 
What  was  tender  his  feet  j  and  even  that,  fbmething 
which  could  not  be  reprefented,  exprefled  qr  de- 
fcribed;  "as  it  were  the  body  of  heaven  in  his  clear- 
nefs."  *  Like  Paul  caught  up  into  the  third  heaven, 
but  incapable  to  tell  whether  in  the  body  or  out  of 
the  body ;  caught  up  into  paradife,  and  liftening  to 
the  converfatjiin  of  its  bleft  inhabitants,  but  what  he 
heard  were  words  unbeatable,  **  which  it  is  not  law- 
ful for  a  man  to  utter."  f  Was  it  needful  to  caution 
fuch  men  and  fuch  a*  people  againft  idolatry  ?  What 
fimilitude  could  they  employ,  who,  though  they  en- 
joyed the  fuHefl:  and  moft  fatisfying  demonftration  of 
Jehovah's  prefence,  felt  their  underftanding  confined, 
their  imagination  checked,  their  fenfes  confounded. 
They  are  loft  in  a  fplendour  which  at  once  attrafted 
and  repelled ;  which  was  only  the  foundation  and 
external  vail  where  glory  refided,  the  pavement  not 
the  ceiling,  the  habitation  not  the  inhabitant ;  a  fpl^n- 
xiour  refembling  the  tranfparency  of  the  gem,  ^^^ 
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feems  to  tranfmit  the  light,  and  the  folidity  of  the 
gem,  which  no  force  can  penetrate. 

Is  it  too  fanciful  to  fuppofe,  that  thqre  is  fingular 
beauty  in  the  colour  of  the  jewel  here  fpecified  Ijy  the 
facred  penman,  who  was  an  eye-witne^  of  thjs  glor 
rious  appearance,  and  who  atten^pts  to  convey  an  idea 
of  what  he  faw  ?  "  Paved  work  of  a  fapphire-ftone,'^ 
the  happy  medium  between  the  fair  and  dazzling  luA 
tre  of  the  diamond,  and  the  dim  familiar  con\plexion 
of  the  emerald :  not  the  fiery  glare  of  the  empyrean  : 
nor  the  fober  verdure  of  the  earth ;  but  the  pellucid 
azure  of  the  cryftal  Iky,  which  equally  correfts  and 
tempers  the  dazzling  power  of  the  noontide  fun,  and 
the  oppreffive  gloom  of  the  midnight  hour ;  which 
poffeffes  light  enough  to  difcover  the  objefl:  without 
diftreffing  the  organ,  and  fhade  fufficient  to  relieve 
without  finking  into  obfcurity  ? 

Not  overwhelmed,  but  cheered  and  elevated  by  this 
moderated  difplay  of  the  divine  glory  ;  having  feen 
God  and  yet  living  ;  feeling  his  hand  upon  them,  yet 
uncruflied  by  its  'vjreight  ;  the  nobles  of  the  children 
of  Ifrael  conclude  the  fervices  of  this*  eventful  4ay  by 
the  banquet  of  peace  and  love.  They  muft  now  rer 
turn  to  fecular  employments,  and  defcend  from  the 
mountain  \  but  Mofes  has  yet  farther  manifeftations 
of  the  will  of  God  to  receive,  and  is  Commanded  to 
afcend  ftill  higher,  "  And  the  Lord  faid  unto  Mofes, 
Come  up  to  me  intp  the  mount,  and  be  there :  and  I 
will  give  thee  tables*  of  flone,  and  a  law,  ^nd  com-: 
mandments  which  J  have  written,  that  thou  mayeft 
teach  them.''*  Be  our  attainments  what  they  will, 
who  is  he  that  *'  hath  attained,  or  is  already  perfeft  ?'* 
Our  arrival  at  one  eminence  is  only  to  fee  from  its 
fummit  another,  and  thence  another  ftill  rifing  abbve 
us :  but  in  moral  and  intelle^iual  purfuits,  this  is  a  dif- 
appointment  that  mortifies  not,  an  exercife  that  fa- 
tigues not :    the  joy  of  heaven  is  to  make  progrefs  in 

the 
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ithe  contemplation  and  difcoyery  of  perfe&ion  that 
knows  no  limit,  knows  no  end. 

From  this  higher  elevation,  Mofes  is  informed  tha* 
fie  is  to  receive  the  fame  law  in  a  different  fornj  :  *'  f 
will  give .  thee  tables  of  ftone,  and  a  law,  an4  conir 
mandments  which  I  have  written  :  ^that  thou  may  eft 
teach  them/**  As  he  arifes  towards  heayen,  the^dit 
penfatioji  of  which  he  was  the  minifter  becomes  more 
and  more  plain  amd  palpable.  A  piatter  of  l^ich  deep 
importune?  inuft  not  be  trufted  to  the  vague  and  yary;- 
jing  traditions  of  fallible  arid  changing  men,  b^  jcoL- 
ieSed  into  a  record  that  can  defy  the  lapfe  of  time^ 
^d  preferve  unchanging  truth  and  dignity  amidft  the 
revolutions  of  empire  ;and  the  wreck  of  nations,. 
This  was  gracioufly  intended  to  prevent  the  neceffity 
.of  a  frequent  interpofitipp  of  Deity,  which  muft  at 
length  have  diininiftied  its  impreffion  by  c.ommQnnef$ 
jand  familiarity.  What  God  therefore  at  firft,  with 
his  creative  finger,  curioufly  engta^ed  on  the  heart  6f 
man,  he  audibly  pronounced  amidft  the  awful  glorie$ 
of  Sinai,  and  afterwards  committed  to  writing  on  ta- 
bles of  ftone  for  perpetual  preferyation.  And  happy 
it  is  for  nian,  that  he  has  not  been  left,  for  moral  and 
.  religious  inftrudion,  to  the  traditions  of  men,  who 
jare  ever  changing  and  inconfiftent  with  themfelves, 
pr  to  the  flimfy,  imperfeO:,  pontradiiftory  fyftems  of 
philofophy  and  fcience,  falfely  fo  called  ;  but  that  he 
\s  brought  to  the  law  and  to  the  teftiinony,  to  Mdfes 
and  the  prophets,  to  the  Saviourhirafelf  and  his  apofr 
ties,  to  4  H^le  and  a  fabbath.  Happy  it  is  that  every 
one  is  furniflied  with  one  and  the  fame  light  Vj^  his 
feet  and  lamp  to  his  paths,  and  that  all  are  taught  of 
God  from  the  leaft  to  the  greateft.  But  indeed  the 
care  of  Providence  in  preferving  this  precious  record, 
and  tranfmitting  it  to  us  unaltered,  unimpaired,  is^ 
perpetual  miracle,  a  feries  of  revelations,  which  we  are 
bound  to  acknowledge  with  wonder,  and  to  improve 
with  gratitude. 

In 
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In  the  next  afcent  into  the  moun£^  Mofes  is  accom* 
panied,  a  certain  length  at  leaft,  and  no  doubt  by  di« 
vine  appointment,  by  Jofhua  his  minifler,  on  whom 
God  began  to  put  honour  thus  early,  in  order  to  ex* 
alt  him  in  the  eyes  of  the  people  whom  he  was  deftin- 
ed  one  day  to  command,  and  to  prepare  him  betimes 
for  the  wife  and  faithful  difcharge  of  bis  high  office, 
by  communion  with  God.  As  this  ablence  of  Mofes, 
from  the  weighty  duties  of  his  charge,  was  to  be  of 
longer  continuance  than  ufual,  the  management  of 
dvil  affairs,  and  the  adminiftraticm  of  juilice  were 
committed,  in  the  mean  time,  to  Aaron  and  Hur,  his 
companions  and  coadjutors  on  the  mount,  when  by 
the  lifting  and  holding  up  of  his  hands  Amalek  was 
fmitten  before  Krael.  Was  ever  fpot  of  this  earthly 
ball  fo  highly  honoured  as  that  barren  mountain  in 
the  midft  of  the  defert  \  Perfons,  not  places,  polTefs 
dignity.  The  prefeoce  of  God  confers  greatndfs  and 
importance  \  He  can  receifve  none  from  created,  much 
lefs  from  artificial  pomp  and  magnificence^  The 
great  God  ^^  dwelleth  not  in  temples  made  with  hands.'' 
**  The  heaven  and  the  heaven  of  heavens  cannot  con- 
tain him  ;*'  but  '*  Thus  liatith  the  high  and  lofty  One 
that  inhabketh  eternity,  whofe  name  is  Holy,  I  dwell 
in  thq  high  and  holy  place  ;  with  him  alfo  that  is  of 
a  contrite  and  humble  fpirit,  to  revive  the  fpirit  of 
the  humble,  and  to  revive  the  heart  of  the  contrite 

The  curiofity  erf  travellers  has  been  excited  to  vifit 
this  feene  of  wonders.  But  is  there  not  an  intentional 
obfcurity  fpread  over  the  defcription,  to  baffle  idle 
curiofity,  and  to  call  us  to  the  fpirit  and  intention  of 
the  difpenfation,  not  the  external  apparatus  of  it  ? 
Whereever  tHfere  is  this  book ;,  whereever  there  is  a 
principle  of  confcience;  whereever  jth ere  is  common 
reafon  and  underftanding,  there  is  the  law,  there  is 
Sinai,  there  is  God.  It  is  not  to  make  a  pilgrimage 
to  the  holy  fepulchre,  to  fland  on  Calvary,  to  drive 

Infidels 
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infidels  by  force  of  anns  out  of  Jewry^  that  <:on(Utute 
the  faith  and  piety  of  the  gofpel  \  but  to  know  Chrift 
Jefus  and  him  crucified  in  "  the  power  of  his  refurrec- 
tion,  and  the  fellowihip  of  his  fuSerings^  being  made 
conformable  unto  his  death."  * 

The  appearances  of  God's  prefence  and  providence 
vary  their  afped,  acc&rding  to  the  diftance  at  which 
they  are  contemplated,  and  the  medium  through  which 
we  view  them.  What  to  the  nobles  in  the  mount  ap- 
peared "  as  it  were  a  paved  work  of  a  fapphire-ftonc, 
and  as  it  were  the  body  of  heaven  in  his  clearnefs/'f 
to  the  multitude  in  the  plain  wore  a  more  threatenifag 
and  terrible  appearance.  **  The  fight  of  the  glory  of 
the  Lord  was  like  devouring  fire,  on  the  top  of  the 
mount,  in  the  eyes  of  the  ckuldren  of  Ifrad.*'|  Fire 
at  once  conj&imes  and  refines,  leavers  to  the  pure  gold 
all  its  folidity  and  value,  and  lays  hold  only  of  the 
drois.  Mofes  undifmayed,  becaufe  following  the  com* 
tnand  of  God,  advances  into  the  midft  of  confummg 
fire  ;  and  fa  far  is  nature  from  bjdng  overpowered  and 
deflroyed  by  thi»  keen,  piercing  element,  tli^t  it  is 
lather  cherimcd  and  ftrengthened  by  it.  Flame  fup- 
plies  the  place  of  food ;  inflead  of  perifhing  in  a  mo^ 
ment,  at  the  end  of  forty  days,  without  any  other 
means  of  fubfiftcnce^  we  fee  the  prophet  defcend  in 
additional  glory  and  renovated  vigour ;  for  all  €rea- 
tures^  are  and  do  that  which  their  Creator  wills. 

The  next  feven  chapters  contain  a  minute  defcrfp- 
tion  of  that  facred  flruduie  and  its  fervice,  ^  which 
God  intended  Ihauld  he  "the  fhaddw  of  good  things 
ta  come ;"  of  which  every  iota  and  tittle  was  of  divine 
contrivance  and  appointment,  and  imdoubtedly  had  a 
meaning  and  figiiificancy  which  we  cannot  in  every 
particular  find  out^o  perfedion,  TW  pattern  of  it 
was  fhewed  unt»  Mofes  in  the  mount,  and  particular 
direftions  were  given  fdr  its  conftruftion  ;  in  thefe 
were  employed  the  forty  days  mentioned  in  the  clofe 
of  this  chapter;  when  the  hiftory  fuddenly  breaks 
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oifF  to  exhibit  a  {c^^  pf  a  very  different  nature^  which, 
if  God  permit,  will  form  the  fubjeft  of  the  next  Lec- 
ture ;  namely,  the  unprovoked  revolt  of  Ifrael  to  idol- 
atry, the  fabrication  of  the  golden  calf,  and  the  hafty 
defcent  of  Mofes,  to  ftem  that  dreadful  torrent  of 
guilt  and  ^rath  which  had  begun  to  flow. 

In  the  ratification  of  the  covenant  between  God  and 
Ifrael,  we  fee  the  ftreli  that  was  laid  upon  blood. 
The  blood  of  the  innocent  viftim  muft  be  poured 
out,  and  the  altar  mufl:  be  fprinkled  with  blood. 
The  elders  of  the  people  muft  be  purified  with  blood. 
Without  the  (heddjugof  blood  there  is  no  remiffion, 
no  friendftip,  no  peace,  no  accefs :  life  muft  be  paid 
to  redeem  life,  31ood  in  the  facrifice  is  the  one  thing 
needful,  the  one  thing  fignjfica^t !  blood  in  religious 
offices  is  all  in  all.  Blood  applied  to  any  other  pur- 
pofe,  is  contaminating,  unhallowed,  unwholefome  for 
food,  polluting  not  purifying  to  the  flefh,  is.  a  fource 
of  corruption  and  death,  not  of  health  and  life.  The 
idea  of  bipod,  in  one  view  or  the  other,  r^ns  through 
the  whole  hiftory  of  redemption.  It  occurs  not  more 
frequently  in  the  Old  Teftament  than  in  the  New. 
One  great  facrifice  has  indeed  put  an  end  for  ever  to 
the  future  efFufion  of  blood  ;  but  it  is  ,ftill  fymbolical- 
ly  held  out  a^  the  medium  of  reconciliation  and  accefs 
to  God.  **  We  have  redemption  through  his  blood, 
the  forgivenefs  of  (ins  according  to  the  riches  of  his 
grace.'*  *  We  are  redeemed,  "  not  with  corruptible 
things,as  filver  and  gold,  but  wjth  the  precious  blood  of 
Chrift,as  of  a  lamb  without  blemifh  and  without  fpot.^'f 
^'  We  draw  nigh  to  God  through  the  blood  of  his 
Son.**  When  we  approach  to  ratify  every  one  his 
perfonal  covei^nt  with  God  at  the  communion  table, 
we  commemorate  the  death  of  Chrift  in  the  fymbols 
of  his  body  broken,  and  his  blood  fhed.  "  This  is 
the  blood  of  the  covenant,  faid  Mofes,  which  the 
JLord  hath  made  with  yoyi,"  and  "  This  is  the  New 
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Teftament  in  my  blood,  faith  Chrift,  fhed  for  tEc  re- 
miffion  of  fins."  When  we  look  toward  eternal  reft^ 
the  holy  city,  the  Jeriafalem  that  is  above^  the  new 
and  living  way  which  leads  thither,'  which  cofiduQtsT 
into  the  holieft  of  all,  is  through  the  rent  vjail  of  the 
Redeemer's  flefh.  "  His  blood  be  upon  us  and  on 
our  children,'*  exclaimed  the  Jews,  while  they  were 
€rucifying  the  Lord  of  glory.  Dreadful  imprecation ! 
O  Lord,  require  not  our  blood  of  our  own  hand^ 
nor  of  every  man  at  the  hand  of  his  brother.  O 
Lord,  let  this  man's  blood  be  t^on  us  and  upon  our 
children,  not  as  an  oppreffive  load,  as  it  was  on  thofe 
who  With  wicked  hands  impioufly  ihed  it,  but  as  an 
atonement  for  our  fins,  as  a  facrifice  of  a  fweet  fmell- 
ing  favour^  acceptable  unto  God ;  that  **  being  juftifi- 
ed  by  faith,  we  may  have  peace  with  God,  through 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  By  whom  alfo  we^  may  have 
accefs  by  faith  into  this  grace  wherein  we  ftand,  and 
rejoice  in  hope  of  the  glory  of  God.*'  Amen.  Amen. 


Hillory 


Hiftory  of  Mofes- 


LECTURE      III. 

EXOl>u$  3txxii.  1—4. 

^;2zf  tcj^w  the  people  f aw  that  Mofes  delayed  to  come  dowH 
ma  of  the  mounts  the  people  gathered  themfelves  toother 
nnta  Aaron^  and/aid  unto  him.  Up,  make  us  gods  which 
Jhall  go  before  us  t  for  as  for  this  Mofes,  the  man  that 
brought  us  up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  we  wot  not  what 
is  become  of  him.  And  Aaron  f aid  unto  them.  Break  off 
the  golden  ear -rings  which  are  in  the  ears  of  your  wives  ^ 
ofyourfons  and  of  your  daughters,  and  bring  them  unta 
me..  And  all  the  people  brake  off  the  golden  ear-rings 
which  were  in  their  ears,  and  brought  them  unto  Aaron^ 
And  he  received  them  at  their  hand,  andfafhioned  it 
with  a  graving'tool,  after  he  had  made  it  a  molten  calf: 
and  they  faid,  Thefe  be  thy  gods,  0  Ifrael,  which  brought 
thee  up  out  of  the  land  of  J^ypt. 

X  HE  real  inftances  of  human  folly  and  extravagance 
far  exceed  the  conceptions  of  the  moft  lively  imagina- 
tion. All  hiftory,  and  every  day's  experience,  juftify 
the  mortifying  account  which  the  prophet  gives  of 
#ur  corrupted  nature — "  The  heart  is  deceitful  above 
all  things,  and  defperately  wicked :  who  can  know 
it  ?*'*  The  partiality  of  felf-love,  and  the  charity  of  a 
kind  difpofition,  would  at  times  lead  us  to  form  a  rtore 
favourable  judgment  both  of  ourfelves  and  of  others, 

than 
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than  we  defervc.  The  form  of  fin,  feen  in  its  naked-* 
nefs,  is  fo  hideous,  that  we  flirink  from  it  with  horror ; 
but  ufe  familiarizes  the  fpedlre  ;  and  we  are  infenfibly 
led  to  bear,  to  be,  and  to  do  that  which  once  we  ab- 
horred. Could  a  prophet  have  foretold ,  one  half  of 
the  irregularities,  the  exceffes,  the  enormities  of  our 
lives,  we  Ihould  have  deemed  the  prediftion  a  falfe- 
hood  and  an  infult;  and,  with  the  refentment  of  con- 
fcious  virtue,  we  fhould  have  been  ready  to  exclaim 
in  the  words  of  Hazael,  *^  Is  thy  fervant  a  dog,  that 
he  Ihould  do  this  great  thing  ?"  Yet  alas  !  the  event 
has  wofiiUy  verified  the  cruel  imputation;  and  ex- 
hibited the  man  fallen  from  his  excellency,  become 
the  very  monfter  he  juftly  detefted  ;  the  man  funk  in- 
to an  objed  of  pity,  of  fcorn,  or  of  deteftation  to  him- 
felf  and  to  mankind. 

Many  praftices  appear  to  us  abfurd  and  unnatural 
merely  becaufe  we  are  not  accuftomed  to  them.  He- 
rodotus relates,  that  Darius,  king  of  Perfia,  having 
affembled  the  Greeks  who  were  under  his  command, 
demanded  of  them  what  bribe  they  would  take  to  in- 
duce them  to  eat  the  dead  bodies  of  their  parents,  as 
the  Indians  did  ?  Being  ailfwered,  that  it  was  impofiible 
for  them  ever  to  abandon  themfelves  to  fo  great  inhu- 
manity, the  king,  in  the  prefence  of  the  fame  Greeks, 
demanded  of  fome  Indians  what  confideration  would 
prevail  with  them  to  burn  the  dead  bodies  of  their  par- 
ents, as  the  Greeks  did  ?  The  Indians  expreffing  the 
utmoft  horror,  entreated  the  king  to  impofe  upon 
them  any  hardfhip  rather  than  that.  Among  the  Hot- 
tentots, the  aged,  (o  long  as  they  are  able  to  do  any , 
work,  are  treated  with  great  tendernefs  and  humani- 
ty ;  but  when  they*can  no  longer  crawl  about,  they 
are  thruft  out  of  the  fociety,  and  put  in  a  folitary  hut, 
there  to  die  of  hunger  or  age,  or  to  be  devoured  of 
wild  beafts.  If  you  expofl:ulate  with  them  upon  the 
favagenefs  of  this  cuftom,  they  are  aftoniihed  you 
fhould  reckon  it  inhuman  :  **  Is  it  not  much  greater 
cruelty,*'  they  afk,  **  to  fuffer  perfons  to  lingi^  and 
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languifh  out  a  miferable  old  age,  and  not  put  an  end 
to  their  wretchednefs,  by  putting  an  end  to  their 
days?" 

Idolatry  is  one  of  thofe  praftices,  to  our  apprehen* 
fion,  fo  foolifh  and  unreafonable,  that  we  wonder  how 
it  ever  obtained  footing  in  the  world  ;.  and  with  diffi- 
culty are  we  brought  to  believe  the  avidity  with  which= 
whole  nations  have  given  into  it.     The  particular  cir- 
cumllances  of  the  flraelites  in  the  wildernefs>  render 
their  pronenefs  to  idol  worffiip  peculiarly  monftrous 
and  unaccountable.    The  chain  of  miracles,  which  ac- 
companied their  deliverance  from  Egypt ;   that  con-' 
ftant  fymbol  of  the  divine  prefence  which  attended 
them,,  the  pillar  of  fire  and  cloud  ,  the  daily  miracu- 
lous fupply  of  bread  from  heaven  ;   the  recent  anath- 
ema pronounced  againft  the  worfhip  of  images  from 
the  dreadful  glory  of  IMount  Sinai  '^  the  fcrupulous 
care  employed,  if  we  may  ufe  the  exprelliori,  to  ex^ 
hibit  no  manner  of  funilitude  of  the  Deity  in  Horeb, 
to  prevent  the  pollibility  of  a  pretence  to  ufe,  them- 
felves,  or  to  tianfmit  to  pofterity  any  fenfible  repre- 
fentation  of  the  invifible  God  j   alt  thefe,  fuperadded 
to  the  plained  dictates  of  common  fenfe  and  reafon^ 
clothe  with  a  blacknefs  and  malignity  not  to  be  ex- 
prefied,  the  lirange  condud  which  ia  the  fubje£t  of 
this  chapter-  . 

Mofes,  forefeeing  the  length  of  his  abfence  in  the 
mount,  had  wifely  delegated  his  power  to  Aaron  and 
Hur,  that  the  operations  of  government  and  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  juftice  might  fuffer  no  interruption. 
God,  the  great  God,  was  now  vouchfafing  to  employ 
himfelf  in  prefcribing  a  mode,  and  a  miniltry  of  wor- 
(hip  for  his  Ifrael,  which  Ihould  poffefs  all  the  pomp 
and  fplendour  difplayed  by  the  nations  in  the  fervice 
of  their  fiilfe  gods,  together  with  a  facrednefs  and  dig- 
nity peculiar  to  itfelf.  He  wa^  preparing  to  gratify 
their  very  fenfes  by  external  fliew,  as  their  fouls  by 
heavenly  wifdom.  He  was  planning  a  tabernacle,  ef- 
tablilhing  a  prieithood,  and  appointing  feftivals  and 
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filcrifices,  wHofe  magnificence  ftipuld  leave  them  noth- 
ing to  regret  in  the  glory  which  they  had  feen  in 
Egypt ;  and,  at  that  very  time,  they  are  employing 
themfelves  in  devifing  and  executing  a  plan  of  relig- 
ious fervice,  equally  difrefpeflful  to  God  and  diflion- 
ourable  to  themfelves. 

Their  guilt  begins  in  finful  impatience  and  pre- 
fumption.  In -matters  both  of  life  and  of  religion  men 
greatly  err,  when  they  take  upon  them  to  carve  for 
themfelves.  "  Vain  men  would  be  wife,  though  man 
be  born  like  a  wild  affes  colt."  *  The  tranfition  is  fo 
fudden  that  it  feems  incredible.  Not  many  days  are 
paft  fince  they  had  given  the  moft  folemn,  explicit  and 
linreferved  confent  to  the  whole  of  the  divine  law. 
**  All  that  thd  Lord  hath  faid  will  we  do,  and  be  obe- 
dient;"! The  treaty  had  been  but  juft  ratified  by  a 
covenant,  a  facrifice,  and  a  feaft,  with  a  folemnity  not 
eafily  to  be  forgotten.  The  noife  of  the  mighty  thun- 
derings  has  fcarcely  ceafed ;  the  ineffable  glory  of  the 
God  of  Ifrael  is  yet  prefent  to  their  eyes ;  they  have 
not  well  recovered  from  the  terror  infpired  by  that 
voice  which  made  heaven  and  earth  to*  tremble.  Yet 
even  thus  circumftanced,  as  one  man  they  fly  to  the 
appointment,  not  of  a  new  leader  and  commander, 
though  that  had  been  ingratitude  without  a  parallel, 
but  with  an  impiety  the  moft  fhocking  and  confound- 
ing, to  the  creation  of  a  new  god.  And  the  very  firft 
exercife  of  the  power  which  was  committed  unto  Aa- 
ron for  the  public  good,  is  to  be  the  leader,  the  abet- 
tor, and  an  example,  in  praftifing  the  abominations  of 
that  country  from  which  they  had  been  fo  happily  de- 
livered. 

"  And  when  the  people  fav/  that  Mofes  delayed  to 
come  down  out  of  the  mount,  the  people  gathered 
themfelves  together  unto  Aaron,  and  faid  unto  him. 
Up,  make  us  gods  which  fhall  go  before  us :  for  as  for 
this  Mofes,  the  man  that  brought  us  up  out  of  the 
land  of  Egypt,  we  wot  not  what  is  become  of  him."  J 
Vol.  IV.  D  There 
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There  Is  a  fottifhnefs,  a  madnefs,  as  well  as  a  wicked* 
nefs  in  certain  vices,  which,  at  firfl  fight,  we  fhould' 
deem  inconfiftent  with  each  other.  The  irrationality 
of  the  brute,  the  frenzy  of  the  lunatic,  and  the  malig- 
nity of  the  demon,  here  difcover  themfelves  at  once ; 
and  leave  uo  perpkxed  which  we  are  nioft  to  wonder 
at  and  deplore.  What  fliall  we  fay  of  the  ftupidity 
which  talked  of  making  gods,  and  of  following  that  as- 
a  guide  which  itfelf  could  not  move,  but  as  it  was  .car- 
ried ?  With  what  notes  of  indignation  fhall  we  mark 
our  abhorrence  of  that  bafe  ingratitude  which  could 
fpeak  contemptuoufly  of  fuch  a  benefaftor  as  Mofes  i 
"  Tbis  Mofes,  the  man  that  brought  us  up  out  of  the 
land  of  Egypt,  we  wot  not  what  is  become  of  him  ?*** 
With  what  holy  refentment  muft  we  execrate  the- 
fpirit  that  could  deal  thus  perfidioufly^  prefumptuouf- 
ly,  with  God  ? 

After  we  have  vented  our  anger  and  ^/lonifliment 
upon  the  conduftof  thefe  vile  Ilraelites,  let  us  paufe 
and  examine  ourfelves.  Afferted  by  a  ftrong  hand 
and  a  ftretched-out  arm  into  the  glorious  liberty  of 
the  fons  of  God,  have  we  never  reverted  in  thought,, 
in  defire,  in  praftice,  into  that  very  thraldom  of  fin 
from  which  the  Son  of  God  came  to  fet  u&  free  ?  Ly- 
ing under  the  weight  of  benefits  much  more  precious, 
and  bound  by  engagements  equally  fokmn  and  ex- 
plicit, have  we  never  fwerved  from  the  path  of  duty, 
never  loft  fight  of  our  vows,  never  failed  in  our  obe- 
dience ?  With  fo  much  clearer  and  fuller  difcoveries 
of  the  being,  nature  and  will  of  the  one  living  and 
true  God,  have  we  feared  and  loved  him,  and  only 
him  ;  have  we  never  bowed  the  knee  to  mammon, 
never  worshipped  in  the  houfe  of  Rimmon,  never 
kifled  the  image  of  Baal  ?  Alas,  alas  [  we  hate  and 
condemn  fome  fins  merely  becaufe  they  are  not  our 
own,  while  we  ftand  chargeable  in  the  fight  of  God 
and  man,  with  equal  or  greater  offences  of  a  different 
kind  ;  fo  blinded  as  not  to  perceive,  fo  felf-deluded  as 
not  to  feel  their  enormity.  •  Is 
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lis  it  ndt  amazing  to  obferve  on  the  part  of  Aafon 
no  relu&ance  againft  this  horrid  propofal ;  to  hear 
^rom  his  lips  no  remonftrance  ?  Is  it  thus  he  dis- 
charges ;his  facred  truft  ?  Is  this  the  man  whom  Jeho-* 
Vah  was,  in  the  mean  while,  defigning  to  advance, 
and  promoting  .to  the  dignity  of  the  priefthood  ?  Ma- 
ny things  have  been  alleged  in  extenuation  of  hisi 
fault,  though  nothing  can  amount  to  a  full  vindica* 
tion  of  his  conduft.  The  concifenefs  of  the  facred 
hiftory,  it  has  been  faid,  may  have  fuppreffed  fome  of 
the  more  favourable  circumftances,  and  exhibited  on- 
ly a  general  view  of  the  fubjeft.  Some  of  the  Rab- 
bins* pretend  that  his  colleague  in  office,  Hur,  had 
lately  been  maflacred  in  a  popiJiar  commotion  for  dar* 
ing  to  refift  the  prevailing  frenzy ;  and  that  Aaron 
complied,  through  fear  of  fimilar  treatment,  after  hav- 
ing thus  deprecated  the  divine  difpleafure  ;  *'  O  Lord, 
I  look  u|jl  to  thee,  who  knoweft  the  hearts  of  men, 
and  who  dwelleft  in  the  heavens  :  Thou  art  witnefs 
that  I  ad  thus  contrary  to  my  own  will.  Lay  it  not 
to  my  charge/* 

Others  explain  away  great  part  of  the  criminality, 
both  of  Aaron  and  of  the  people,  by  alleging  that  all 
they  demanded,  and  all  he  gave  them,  was  an  exter- 
nal objeQ:,  where  they  might"  depofit  the  homage 
which  they  wifhed  to  render  to  the  Supreme  God  ; 
and  thus  they  interpret  the  requeft  of  the  people, 
*'  Make  us  a  fenfible  objedt  of  divine  worfliip,  which 
may  always  be  before  our  eyes,  and  fupply  the  place 
of  God,  when  we  fhall  be  told  of  all  the  wonders  he 
wrought  for  us  in  Egypt.'*!  And  a  learned  prelate  J 
of  our  own  country  labours  to  prove,  that  Aaron  pre- 
fented  only  a  hieroglyphic  of  the  ftrength  and  power 
of  the  Deity,  and  he  produces  a  few  paffages  from  an- 
cient authors  to  prove,  that  the  ox  was  an  emblem  of 
royal  and  fovereign  authority,  and  the  horns,  in  par- 

D  2  ticular, 

*  In  Schemoth  Rabba,  Seft.  xli.  fol.  156. 
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ticular,   a   common   and   w^U  known'  emblem   of 
ftrengih, 

A  fourth  excufe  has  been  pleaded  in  behalf  of  Aa- 
ron, founded  on  the  letter  of  the  facred  text.  He 
feigned  readinefs  to  comply,  according  to  thefe  apol* 
ogiils,*  in  hope  that  the  demand' of  their  golden  or- 
naments for  the  fabrication  of  the  idol,  ading  upon 
their  love  of  finery,  or  of  wealth,  might  bring  them' 
to  a  ftand,  and  break  their  refolution^  But  why  fet 
up  an  elaborate  defence  for  a  man  who  ftands  con- 
demned by  his  own  brother,  who  had  the  beft  means 
ef  information  j  and  for  one  who  himfelf  had  nothingy 
or  worfe  than  nothing,  to  produce  in  his  own  behalf^ 
when  charged  by  Moi'edi  with  his  fault  ? 

Thefe  fpoils  of  the  Egyptians  had  not  been  obtain- 
ed in  the  moft  honourable  manncB.  Ifrael  "  borrow- 
ed  and  paid  not  again  v*'  and.it  proves  a  dreadful  fnare 
to  them.  If  they  had  not  carried  off  the  gold,  they 
might  perhaps  have  kept  clear  of  the  gods  of  Egypt. 
But  ill-gotten  wealth  never  was  and  never  can  be  a 
bleffing  ;  and  unwarrantable  devices  fooner  or  later 
come  to  entangle  the  feet  of  thofe  who  ufe  them. 
Mark,  how  one  rapacious  domineering  paffion  fwal- 
lows  up  many  others.  "  Can  a  maid  forget  her  or* 
naments,  or  a  bride  her  attire  ?**  And  yet  behold  the 
daughters  of  Ifrael  cheerfully  facrificing  the  darling 
embellifhments  of  their  perfons  to  a  miftaken  princi- 
ple of  religion  1  If  there  be  a  paffion  more  violent  than 
another,  it  is  the  love  of  gold  in  the  heart  of  a  He- 
brew ;  but  we  fee  one  more  violent  than  even  that, 
the  delirium  of  idolatrous  fuperftition. 

.  It  is  dangerous  to  have  the  patterns  of  evil  before 
cur  eyes.  We  foon  learn  to  bear  with  what  we  fee 
frequently  ;  we  are  infenfibly  led  to  approve  what  we 
have  learned  to  fuffer  without  being  fliocked  ;  and 
what  we  heartily  approve  we  are  not  far  from  adopt- . 
ing.     Ifrael  has  fullained  greater  injuries  in  Egypt 

than 

*  Auguft.  Tom.  IV.  Qusefl:.  xH.  in  Fxod.  page  118  :  &  Tlneoda- 
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than  we  are  at  firft  aware  of,  and  they  have  been  more 
jdeeply  hurt  in  their  minds  than  in  their  perfons.  The 
;ftripes  of  an  Egyptian  tafk-mafter  are  healed  by  the 
lenient  hand  of  time  :  but  the  wounds  inflided  by  the 
impure  rites  of  Egyptian  idols,  are  iliU  feftering  at 
^he  heart,  and  threaten  death, 

Aaron  is  too  ^ger  and  intent  upon  ;his  fhameful 
work,  to  efcape  the  fufpicion  of  being  hearty  in  it. 
'  **^  And  he  received  them  at  their  hand,  and  falhloned 
it  with  a  graviag-tool,  after  he  had  made  it  a  iliolten 
.•calf :  and  they  fiiid,  Thefe  be  thy  gods,  O  Iffael, 
•which  brought  thee  up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt.'** 
All  that  induftry,  all  that  art. could  do,  is  employed  to 
confer  luftre  ,and  value  on  this  worthlefs  objed  ;  and 
•yet  he  would  have  it  believed,  when  4ie  is  called  to  ac- 
wcount,  that  the  form  and  fafliion  of  the  idol  was  the 
^ffedl  of  accident,  not  of  defign  :  "I  caft  it  into  the 
jfire,  and  there  came  out  this  calf/*t  What  a  pitiful 
jfigure  does  ingenious,  induftrious  wickednefs  make, 
,when  it  ftands  expofed,  convifted,  felf-condemned  ! 
JBut  the  framing  and  erefliing  of  this  idol  is  not  the 
whole  extent  of  Aaron's  criminality.  I  am  ftill  more 
Shocked  at  beholding  an  attempt  to  blend  with  its  pro- 
fine  worfliip,  tjhe  facred  day,  the  facred  ceremonies 
and  fervices  of  the  true  God.  "  And  when  Aaron 
Taw  it,  he  built  an  altar  before  it  ^  and  Aaron  made 
proclamation,  and  faid,  Tcj-morrow  is  a  feaft  to  the 
Lord.'*!  What  concord  hathChrift  with  Belial  ?  An 
;?ittempt  to  form  fuch  an  uaion  as  this,  is  more  grofsly 
infulting  than  even  avowed  negleflt  or  oppofition.  It 
freezes  the  blood  to  obferve  a  repetition  of  the  fame 
auguft  ceremonies  which  were  lately  employed  in  the 
mount,  for  confirming  the  grand  alliance  between  the 
great  Jehovah  and  his  people,  in  the  fettling  of  this 
ilrange  league  between  Ifrael  and  a  bauble  of  their 
own  inventipn.  "  They  rofe  up  early,"  as  men  in- 
tent upon  their  purpofe  ;  the  altar  is  reared,  the  facri- 
.fice  is  offered  up,  the  peace-offering  is  provided,  the 

^  feaft 
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feaft  of  friendfliip  is  prepared  and  eatein.  ^*  They  oEt 
fered  burnt-offerings,  and  brought  peace-offerings  ; 
^nd  the  people  fat  down  to  eat  and  to  drink,  and  rofc 
up  to  play."  ♦  Thefe  laft  words  arc  fuppofcd  by  fom6 
commentators  of  note  to  be  defcriptiye  of  ^  fcene  of 
extreme  lewdnefs  and  debauchery.  And  certain  it  is, 
that  one  of  the  principal  inftruments  of  propagating 
find  fupporting  idolatry,  was  the  attraftion  of  beauty 
and  wantonnefs,  vilely  proftituted  to  decoy  ftranger$ 
into  the  homage  of  the  impure  and  worthlefs  deity  of 
the  plac*.  That  people  muft  be  in  a  dreadful  Ilate 
indeed,  among  whom  religion,  the  fopndation  of  good 
morals,  the  guar4  of  virtue,  13  employed  as  a  minifter 
to  unhallowed  pleafure,  and  a  hand-maid  to  vice. 

The  prevalence  of  evil  praftices  is  a  lamentable 
thing,  but  the  eftablifhment  of  Wiong  principles  i^ 
much  worfe.  The  wholefomeft  ftream  may  be  accir 
dentally  tainted  and  polluted,  and  work  itfelf  pure 
^gain ;  but  if  the  fountain  be  poifonous,  nothing  but 
death  can  flow  from  jt.  "  When  luft  hath  conceived, 
it  bringeth  forth  fin  :  and  fm,  when  it  is  finifhed, 
bringeth  forth  death."  t 

—We  are  now  conveyed  from  this  a^^rful  fcene  of 
pollution  in  the  valley,  to  a  much  more  awful  fcene 
of  meditated  vengeance  on  the  mount.  While  Mo* 
fes  was  fpiacing  himfelf  in  the  pleafmg  profpeft  of 
being  fpon  difpatched  to  the  people  of  his  charge 
with  meffages  of  love  ;  while  he  was  rejoicing  in  the 
iipportant  tranfaftion  {o  lately  paft,  confident  that  all 
was  now  fettled  between  God  and  his  people ;  the 
joy  of  this  exalted  communication  i^  fuddenly  interr 
rupted  by  intelligence  of  a  new,  unprovoked  and  un^ 
expeQed  revolt.  "  And  thp  Lord  faid  unto  Mofes, 
Go,  get  thee  down :  for  thy  people  which  thou 
broughteft  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  have  corrupted 
themfelves.  They  have  turned  afide  quickly  out  of 
the  way  which  I  commanded  them  :  they  have  made 
jhem  a  molten  caif,  and  have  v/orfhippcd  it,  and  have 
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facrificed  thereunto,  and  faid,  Thefe  be  the  gods,  O 
Ifrael,  which  have  brought  thee  up  out  of  the  land  of 
Egypt.*'*  An  offended  God  refufes  any  ionger  to 
acknowledge  as  his,  a  generation  of  wretches  who 
had  rendered  themfelves  fo  entirely  unworthy  of  his 
ilighteft  regard.  Juftice  awakes  to  a  recapitulation  of 
the  benefits  which  they  had  receivipd  .and  the  offences 
which  they  had  committed,  and  conchides  with  a 
refolution  totally  to  confume  them.  "  It  is  a  fearful 
thing  to  fall  into  the  bands  of  the  living  God.'* 

In  the  dialogue  which  paffed  upon  this  occafion^ 
fome  of  the  moft  interefting  objefts  that  can  be  con- 
templated prefent  themfelves  to  our  view.  The  con- 
idefcenfioji  of  xlivine  friendfhip :  As  God  would  not 
**  hide  from  Abraham  the  thing  which  he  was  about 
to  do  ;"  would  take  no  ftep  towards  the  deftruftion 
of  Sodom  till  that  friend  of  God  had  been  fully  heard 
in  its  behalf ;  and  could  do  nothing  till  Lot  was  de- 
parted; fp  the  l^me  God,  rich  in  mercy,  will  not 
arife  to  vengeance  againft  Ifrael,  till  Mofes  has  been 
confulted  and  has  acquiefced  in  the  fentence.  O  the 
wonderful  power  of  faith  and  prayer  1  Mofes  is  rep- 
refented  as  poffeffing  a  conftraining  power  over  om- 
nipotence, the  anger  of  Jiihbvah  refufes  to  burn  till 
his  permiffion  is  obtained.  O  the  wonderful  grace 
and  condefcenlion  of  the  moft  high  God !  Thus  is 
juftice  ever  tempered  with  mercy :  '*'  It  is  of  the 
Lord's  mercies  that  we  are  aot  confiimed,  becaufe 
his  compaflions  fail  not."t 

A  propofal  is  made  to  Mofes,  (and  what  is  too  hard 
for  the  Lord  to  perform  ?)  which  a  felfifh  heart  would 
eagerly  have  grafped  at;  ^^  I  will  make  of  thee,  fays 
God,  a  great  nation."  But  felfiflmefs  in  this  truly 
great  man  was  ix)ntroUed  by  much  nobler  and  more 
generous  principles  j  zeal  for  the  honour  of  God, 
and  compaffion  for  a  devoted  people. 

The  ihterceffory  ad<3refs  of  Mofes  is  a  mafter-piece 
of  eloquence,  and  difcoyers  a  foul  fuperior  to  all  re- 
gards, 
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gards,  but  fudi  as  are  worthy  of  a  prophet,  ^  hero,  ^ 
patriot,  and,  what  is  fi^perior  to  all,  the  friend  of  God, 
*' And  Mofes  befought  the  Lord  his  God,  and  faid. 
Lord,  why  doth  thy  wrath  wa3f  hot  againft  thy  people^ 
which  thou  haft  brought  forth  out  of  the  I^nd  of  Egypt^ 
with  great  power  and  with  a  mighty  hand.  Where^ 
fore  fhould  the  Egyptians  fpeak,  arid  fay.  For  mifchief 
did  he  bring  them  out,  to  flay  them  in  the  mountains, 
and  to  confume  them  from  the  face  of  the  earth  ?  Turn 
from  thy  fierce  wrath,  and  repent  of  this  eyil  againf}: 
fhy-people.  Ilemember  Abraham,  Ifaac  and  Ifrael 
Hhy  fervants,  to  >yhom  thou  fwarjeft  by  thin^  own  felf^ 
and  faidft  ui^to  theni,  \  will  multiply  your  feed  as  the 
ftars  of  heaven,  and  all  this  land  that  I  have  fpoke^ 
of  will  I  give  iinto  your  feed,  and  they  fhall  inherit  it 
forever/*  t  The  holy  man  of  God  is  concerned  not 
only  thaf  the  Jjidge  of  all  the  earth  fhould  dq  right, 
but  that  the  divine  conduQ:  fliould  ftand  vindicated  ii^ 
the  eyes  of  the  heathen.  He  propofes  to  himfelf  the 
fame  end  which  Jehovah  himfelf  has  in  view  in  all 
that  he  does — the  glory  of  his  great  name.  H^ 
nobly  prefers  the  fulfilling  of  the  ancient  covenant 
with  his  venerable;  anceftors,  Abraham,  Ifaac  and 
Jacob,  to  iho.  qftablilhment  of  a  new  covenant  with 
himfelf  and  his  feed.  IJq  is  willing  tp  *  decreafe^ 
willing  that  hi§  family  continue  pbfcure,  that  his 
head  be  laid  lovsr,  provided  the  Lord  be  magnified, 
and  Ifrael  faved.  This  is  a  g^eatnefs  of  mind  which 
religion  alone  could  infpire.  Like  a  true  fon  of 
Ifrael,  he  wreftles  and  makes  fupplication ;  and  as 
a  prince  he  too  has  power  with  God,  and  prevails, 
if  not  to  prevent  every  expreflion  of  difpleafure,  at 
leaft  to  prevent  the  execution  of  the  general  dooni. 
Having  obtained  thjs  great  point,  he  defcends  with 
hafte  from  the  mount,  hearing  in  his  hand  the  moft 
precious  work  of  art  that  ikill  ever  executed.  Who 
jdoes  not  Ihudder  at  the  thought  of  its  haying  been  de- 
ftroyed  ?  "  And  Mofes  turned  and  went  down  from 

the 

*  Vcifcs  II — 13. 


.  \ 


I1.ECT.  III.  Hijiory  (f  Mo/es.  49 

ihe  mount,  and  the  two  tables  of  the  .teftmQny  >vere 
in  his  hand :  the  tables  were  written  on  b|oth  their 
iides ;  on  the  one  fide  and  on  the  other  .were  they 
written.  And  the  tables  were  the  work  of  Gpd,  ancj 
the  writing  was  the  writing  of  God,  graven  upon  the 
tables."*  Bi^t  wby  Ihoyld  we  regret  that  a  piece  ojF 
curious  workmanfhip,  in  dumb  matter,  was  deltroyed  i 
That  lofs  foon  might  be  aijd  fpop  was  repaired.  Alas ! 
we  behold  a  more  (hocking  fpjeftacle  every  day — z 
race  of  thought lefs  wretches  deliberately,  prefumptu- 
oufly  defacing  God's  image,  deftroying  hi3  fignature^ 
/engraved  "  not  on  tables  of  ftone,  but  on  the  flefhly 
fables  of  the  heart  ;**  infliOiing  on  tbemfelves  a  loft 
jiever  to  b^  repaired,  not  in  a  fit  pf  holy  zeal,  but  iiji 
a  parojcyfm  of  diabolical  frenzy. 

Mofes  might  deftroy  the  tablets,  but  the  fpirit  of 
the  \yriting  he  could  not  difannul.  When  all  ienfible 
moAum^nts  are  diffolved,  the  law  maintains  its  ada- 
pantine  fplidityj^its  uncontaminated  purity,  its  un- 
pliant  fteadinefs,  its  jjnbending  dignity.  The  tablet? 
were  written  on  Ijoth  fides,  within  and  without.  Evr 
ery  fragment  therefore  had  fome  part  of  the  law  and 
jteltimony  written  upoji  it*  .  Thus,  in  every  particle  of 
the  human  frame,  there  are  ftlf-evident  traces  of  the 
finger  of  God — the  unfi^rftanding,  the .  heart,  the 
confcience,  the  memory  j  fhiyer^  indeed,  mutilated, 
.4efaced,  but  capable  of  being  repaif  ?d  and  united. 

But  I  find  it  imppflible  to  colleft  into  one  efficient 
4>oint  of  yi^w  the  fequel  of  this  eyenfful  hiftory, 
within  the  limits  of  one  difcourfe.  Here  therefore 
we  fet  •  up  another  refting  place,  and  from  it  take  a 
curfory  view  of  the  ground  oyer  which  we  have  trav- 
elled. 

I.  What  a  melancholy  view  prefents  itfelf,  of  the 
/corruption,  the  degeneracy  and  degradation  of  human 
nature.  Behold  a  people  loft  to  every  noble,  gene- 
rous, manly  principle  :  reft  rained  by  no  law,  a\yed 
l^y  no  threatning,  fufceptible  of  no  endearment,  in- 
fluenced 
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^uenced  by  neither  fhame  nor  gratitude  $  boldly  over* 
leaping  the  bounds  of  reafon  and  religion — ^and  in 
that  people  behold  **  the  ca|*nai  mind,  which  is  enmity 
againft  God  :  which  is  not  fubjed  to  the  law  of  God, 
neither  indeed  can  be/*  Behold  "  the  ^ickednefs  of 
^nan,  hoF  great  it  ^s  in  the  earth  ;  and  every  imagina- 
tion of  the  thoughts  of  his  heart,  how  it  Is  only  evil 
continually.'^  Think  not,  however,  O  man,  that 
thou  art  fury  eying  a  diftant  profpe£t,  pr  travelling 
through  a  foreign  land.  Thipk  not  that  th^fe  Ifrael- 
ites  are  finnejs  above  all  the  men  of  the  earth. 
When  thou  haft  thoroughly  fearched  and  known  thy- 
felf,  no  account  of  human  frailty  will  appear  exagge- 
rated. They  framed  and  worfcipped  a  golden  image. 
How  many  myriads  hourly  ben4  ^he  knee  to  the  fame 
idol,  chapged  only  a  little  in  form  !  See  the  temple  of 
mammon,  how  it  is  crowded.  His  votaries,  fee  hp\V 
piuch  in  earneft  they  are  in  their  devotions.  Early 
and  late  the  incenl'e  afcends.  Neither  Jewifli  nor 
Chriftian  fabbath  interrupts  their  attendance  or  cools 
their  ardour  ;  while  truth,  and  juftice,  and  mercy, 
an(}  the  love  of  God  are  ofFer^sd  a  perpiptual  facrifice 
to  the  iniatiate  demon,  who  never  fays,  *'  It  is  • 
enough.*'  Nor  think  that  gold  i$  the  only  deity  which 
men  adore.  On  fearching  into  thy  own  bofom,  fome 
lurking  in^p,  of  different  form,  complexion  ?nd  tex- 
ture will  be  found ;  hid  in  clofe  difguife,  unknown  in» 
deed  of  men  5^  but  to  the  eye  of  God  and  confcience 
clearly  confeffed.  Down  with  it  ;  it  is  thy  difhon.* 
our,  and  threatens  thy  ruin. 

II,  Rejoice  with  trembling,  while  you  contemplate 
the  afFefting  profpe^  which  opens  of  the  feverity  and 
mercy  of  the  great  God — the  feverity,  which  by  the 
hand  of  Levi  cut  off  three  thoufand  of  the  offenders, 
in  the  heat  of  their  offence  ;  which  threatened  to  ex- 
terminate the  whole  race,  and  which,  in  ''the  day  of 
vifitation,  vifited  their  fm  upon  them** — ^the  mercy 
which  relented,  which  pitied  and  fpared  the  guilty, 
which  lifti^ned  to  the  voice  of  interceffion,  and  accept- 
ed 
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ed  the  atonement.  Thou  thjfelf^  O  finned,  %ri  a  mon^ 
nment  of  both  the  one  and  the  other.  Thy  life  \i 
forfeited  to  juftice ;  thou  art  daily  Enduring  the  pun- 
ifhment  of  thy  trjanfj^reOions  ;  thou  flkndeft  cpntiniL- 
;ally  eiepofed  to  feverer  ills  than  any  thoii  hall  yet  felt^ 
^nd  far  beyond  what  fear  itfelf  can  jSgure.  Yet  mer-* 
jcy  fuffers  thee  to  live  ;  there  is  hope  concerning  the6 ; 
the  glad  tidings  of  falvation.  are  i^  thine  ears ;  ^^  Bcr 
hold  the  Lartib  of  God  who  taketh  away  tl^e  fins  of  the 
world  V^  "Behold  now  is  the  accepted  tJiBi^, behold  now 
is  the  day  of  falyation  !'*  "  Wherefore,  let  my  coun*. 
fel  be  acceptable  unto  thee,  and  break  off  thy  fins  by 
tighteoufnefs,  and  thine  iniquities  by  fhewing  mercy 
to  the  poor ;  it  may  be"  more  than  **  j^  lengtheUf 
ing  of  thy  tranquillity,'*  it  niay  prevent  eternal  mifr 
ery. 

III.  Behold  a  greater  than  Mofes  is  here-rr-an  Iriterr 
freffor  more  compaffionate,  more  earneft,  more  powerr 
ful :  "  a  Prince  with  God"  who  ever  prevails ;  a  pror 
pitiation  ever  meritorious  and  fnccefsful  j  "  blood 
that  cleanfeth  from  all  fin."  *•  If  any  man  fin,  w? 
have  an  Advocate  with  the  Father,  Jefus  Ghrift  the 
fighteous ;  and  he  is  the  propitiation  for  our  fins  i 
and  not  for  ours  only,  but  alfb  for  the  fins  of  the 
whole  world.'*  *  ^^  Who  in  the  days  of  his  flefh, 
when  he  had  offered  up  prayers  and  fupplications,  with 
ftrong  crying  and  tears,  unto  him  that  was  able  to 
fave  him  from  death,  and  was  heard  in  that  he  feared. 
Though  he  were  ji  Son,  yet  learned  he  obedience  by 
the  things  which  he  fuffered :  and  being  made  per- 
feft,  he  became  the  author  of  eternal  falvation  unto 
all  them  that  obey  him."t  ''  Therefore  we  ought  to 
give  the  more  earneft  heed  to  the  things  which  we  have 
heard,  left  at  any  time  we  fhould  let  them  flip.  For 
if  the  word  fpoken  by  angels  w^s  ftedfaft,  and  every 
tranfgreffion  and  difobedience  received  a  juft  recom- 
penfe  of  reward ;  how  fhall  we  efcape  if  we  negleft  fo 
great  falvation,  which,  at  the  firft  began  to  be  fpoken 
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hj  the  Lord,  and  was  confirmed  unto  us  hy  them  that 
heard  him  ?"  * 

IV.  Let  us  look  forward  to  "  that  great  and  nota- 
fcle  day  of  the  Lord/*  wjhen  the  law  which  was  deliv- 
>ered  audibly  from  Sinai,  which  Mofes  with  a  raih,  in* 
confiderate  h^d  could  break  in  pieces,  but  was  una.- 
jble  to  repair,  fhall  be  xeftored  ^n  all  its  purity  and 
perfedlion ;  fliall  be  engraved  on  every  heart,  and  be- 
come legible  to  every  eye :  when  the  hidden  glory  of 
the  legal  difpenfation  fliall  be  unveiled,  and  the  greater 
glory  of  the  gospel  difplayed  :  when  the  divine  image 
Ihall  be  again  impr^ffed  on  the  foul  of  man,  in  all  its 
beauty  and  exaftnefs — ^and,  we  ourfel ves,  degraded  and 
loft  as  we  are,  Ihall  "  be  raifed  together^  and  made  to 
iit  together  in  heavenly  places  in  Chrili  Jefus" — ^and 
**  beholding  with  open  face  as  in  a  glafs,  the  glory  of 
the  Lord,  mall  be  changed  into  the  fame  image,  from 
glory  to  glory,  evejj  as  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord.'^ 
>*  Beloved,  now  are  we  the  fons  of  God,  and  it  doth 
jnot'yet  appear,  what  we  fhall  be :  but  we  know,  that 
vAicn  he  (hall  appear^  we  fliall  be  like  him,  for  w^ 
^11  fee  him  as  he  is/' 
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Lecture   iv. 

EXODUS  xxxiiL    8^ — II. 

Anct  it  came  to  pafs^  when  Mofes  went  out  unto  the  fdB^ 
emacle^  that  all  the  people  roje  up^  andjiood  every  man 
at  his  tent'door^  and  looked  after  Mofes ^  until  he  was 
gpne  into  the  tabernacle.  And  it  came  to  pafs^  as  Mo^- 
Jes  entered  into  the  tabernacle^  the  cloudy  pillar  defcend^ 
ed^  andjiood  at  the  door  of  the  tabernacle  ^  cmdthe  Lord 
talked  with  Mofes.  And  all  the  people  f aw  the  cloudy 
pillar  Jiand  at  the  tabernacle  door :  and  all  the  people 
rofe  up  and  worjhipped^  every  man  in  his  tent^doorm 
And  the  Lordfpake  unto  Mofes  face  tofacCy  as  a  man 
fpeaketh  unto  his  friend. 

vjrUILT  is  the  parent  of  fear  and  fufpicion ;  con- 
fcious  innocence  and  integrity  infpire  confidence  and 
tranquillity.  "  The  wicked  flee  when  no  man  purfu^ 
eth  :  but  the  righteous  are  bold  as  a  lion/'*  Adam 
and  his  wife  hid  themfelves  from  the  prefence  of  the 
Lord  God,  amongft  the  trees  of  the  garden***  f  Mo- 
fes afcends  undaunted  to  meet  the  Lord,  into  the 
midft  of  tempeft  and  fire*  Behold  the  height  of 
heaven,  how  great  it  is  !  What  fo  diftant  as  the  Crea- 
tor and  a  fallen  creature  !  But  lo,  the  diftance  is  done 
away  ;  and  what  is  fo  intimately  near  as  a  God  recon- 
ciled, and  a  fallen  creature  reftored !  Jehovah  defcend- 
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ing  in  mercy  and  grace  ;  the  foul  arifing,  upborne  oit 
the  wings  of  faith  and  love,  mull  meet  and  unite^ 
whether  on  the  mount  or  in  the  tabernacle  ;  in  the 
temple  or  the  clofet^  **  The  fecret  of  the  Lord  i» 
with  them  that  fear  him  :  and  he  will  ihew  them  his 
covenant.'**  We  have  heard  of  Abraham,  who  was 
called  the  friend  of  God  ;  and  we  behold  a  communi- 
cation of  the  fame  diftinguiihed  honour^  to  that  illuf- 
trious  fon  of  Abraham  who  has  inftrufted  and  blefled 
mankind  by  tranfmitting  the  hiftory  of  this  facred 
friendfhip  f o  the  lateft  generations  of  the  world.  Wef 
fee  it  ftill  expreffed  in  the  fame  manner ;  on  the  part 
of  Mofes  by  humble  fubmiffion,  holy  zeal  and  impor- 
tunity, and  child-like  freedom  and  confidence :  on 
tbe  part  of  God,  by  the  moll  unreferved  communica- 
tion of  his  intentions,  the  moft  endearing  expreffions 
of  affeftion  and  good  will. 

The  hiftory  delivered  in  the  preceding  chapter  of 
this  book  exhibited  the  blefled  communion  on  the 
mount,  fuddenly  interrupted,  by  the  dreadful  fcene 
of  madnefs  and  rebellion  in  the  plain  beneath.  Be« 
liold  all  Ifrael  eating  and  drinking,  dancing  and  play- 
ing, before  a  dumb  idol,  the  fimilitude  of  a  brute 
beaft.  Behold  "  a  covenant  with  heir*  ratified  by 
the  fame  dread  folemnities  which  had  been  fo  recently 
employed,  to  join  a  great  nation  in  alliance  with  the 
God  of  heaven.  The  law  which  the  plallic  hand  of 
Omnipotence  had  iraprefled  on  the  foul  of  man  in  its* 
very  conftitution  ;  the  law  which  he  lately  had  con- 
defcended  diftinftly  to  pronounce  in  the  trembling 
ears  of  all  Ifrael ;  that  law  he  had  ftill  farther  conde- 
fcended,  with  exquifite  art  and  Ikill,  by  his  own  fin- 
ger, to  engrave  on  two  tablets  of  ftone,  for  perpetual 
•  prefer vation.  Mofes  defcending  in  hafte,  with  this 
precious  record  in  his  hand,  perceives  at  a  diftance 
the  diforder  which  raged  in  the  camp,  and,  in  a  tranf- 
port  of  indignation,  dalhes  the  tablets  on  the  ground, 
and  breaks  them  in  pieces.     The  motive  was  good 

and 
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and  commen<i^bte»  but  the  a^on  was  raib  and  pre- 
fumptuous.  We  find,  however,  no  expreffion  of  an- 
ger againft  that  ralhnefs  5  the  frailty  is  loft  and  over- 
looked in  approbation  of  the  principle  which  led  to  \U 
But  had  not  Mofes  puniihment  fufficient  for  his  hafty 
ConduQ:,  in  the  irreparable  lofs  occafioned  by  it,  to 
himfelf  and  to  the  world  ?  There  was  no  occafion  to 
chide  him  ;  his  own  confcience  muft  have  fnritten  him: 
fufEciently,  as  often  as  he  refleded  on  what,  in  the 
moment  of  impatience,  he  bad  done* 

Without  infliding  4  pofitive  chaftifement,  a  righ- 
teous God  can  eafily  reprove  meii  by  making  them 
tO'feel  the  native  confeq^ences  of  their  own  fblly^ 
and,  of  all  the  infirmities  to  which  our  nature  is  fub- 
Jefli,  -anger  moft  certainly  and  moft-fevbrely  puniihes 
itfelf. 

The  man  who  is  thus  animated  with  zeal  for  the 
glory  of  God,  has  forgotten  what  fear  is.  Aaron, 
under  the  influence  of  the  fear  of  man,  yielded  to  the 
popular  frenzy,  and  fabricated  the  golden  calf:  Mo^^ 
fes,  infpired  with  the  fear  of  God,  defies  and  dei^Difea 
the  multitude,  confumes  their  idol  in  the  fire,  and 
grinds  it  to  powder.  This  is  that  Mofes  of  whom 
they  talked  lb  contemptuoufly  a  little  while  ago. 
What,  not  one  of  the  tnoufands  of  Krael  who  wor- 
ftiipped  the  image  of  the  beaft  bold  enough  to  proteft 
his  Dagon !  No :  abaflied  they  ftand,  and  feel  '*  how 
awful  goodnefs  is,  and  fee  virtue  in  her  own  fliape 
how.  lovely.'* 

A  moft  remarkable  circumftance  is  added  to  the 
hiftory  of  the  deftrudion  of  the  idol,  which  has  great- 
ly exercifed  the  ingenuity,  learning  and  imagination 
of  critics  and  commentators.  Mofes  took  the  duft 
into  which  he  had  pounded  the  calf,  aiid  "  ftrawed  it 
upon  the  water,  and  made  the  childf en  of  Ifrael  drink 
of  it.'*  *  This  feems  nothing  more  than  an  expreflion 
of  fovereign  contempt,  poured  upon  a  moft  worthlpfs 
objcft :  and  a  praftical  demonftration  of  the  abfurdi- 
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ty  of  idolatry.  And  it  may,  perhaps  not  unwarranta- 
bly, be  employed  as  a  reproof  of  the  inordinate  love 
of  money,  that  root  of  all  evil.  Gold,  as  an  inftru- 
Aient  of  commerce,  as  the  m^ns  of  procuring  the 
things  that  are  needful  for  the  body,  as  a  natural 
prodnftion  poffeffed  of  very  fingular  qualities,  may  be 
lawfully  fought  after  and  innocently  ufed ;  but  ereft- 
ed  intc(  a  deity,  valued  on  its  own  account,  fwallowing 
up  every  other  objeft,  engr offing  the  whole  heart,  be- 
comes unprofitable  and  pernicious,  as  incapable  of 
gratifying  the  real  appetites  of  a  rational  being,  as^ 
gold  in  its  fimple  ftate  is  incapable  of  fatisfying  hun- 
ger, or,  mingled  with  w^ater,  of  allaying  third. 

An  imagination  perpetually  on  the  llfetch  to  dif- 
cover  evangelical  ideas  in  every  iota  of  the  facred  hif- 
tbry,  has  perceived  the  method  of  gofpel  falvation,  ii> 
this  paffage  of  Mofes  ;  as  if  the  prophet  ihtehded  ta 
fignify  that  the  Meffiah,  typified  by  the  water  which 
iffued  from  the  rock  iii  Horeb,  could  alone  purify 
from  the  guilt  of  idolatry,  and  from  all  other  fin. 

Mofes  having  executed  juft  vengeance  on  the  idol 
itfelf,  turns  in  holy  indignation  to  his  weak  and  guil- 
ty brother,  who  had  fo  readily  fallen  into  and  abetted 
fo  grofs  a  deviation  from  all  duty  and  decency. 
**  And  Mofes  faid  unto  Aaron,  What  did  this  people 
unto  thee,  that  thou  haft  brought  fo  great  a  fin  upon 
them  ?"*— An  anticipated  inftance  of  obedience  to  the 
apoftolic  injunction,  "  Thou  (halt  not  fuffer  fin  upon 
thy  brother,  but  in  any  ways  reprove  him.'*  Juftice 
on  the  tribunal,  knows  not  a  brother  in  court,  but 
examines  the  caufe.  Juft:ice,  with  the  pen  of  the  hif- 
torian  in  his  hand,  knows  not  blood  in  recording 
fafts,  but  declares  the  truth.  Juftice,  as  the  minifter 
of  God,  muft  ftifle  the  calls  oi  natural  aifeftion,  and 
condemn  the  guilty.  And  here  again  Mofes  be- 
comes a  pattern  to  all  judges  and  magiftrates,  to  every 
minifter  of  religion,  and  every  relater  of  events.  His 
own  faults,  and  thofe  of  his  neareft  relations,  are  told* 
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with  the  fame  .artlefs  fimplicity,  as  their  good  quali- 
ties and  praife- worthy  dftions;  Praife  and  ,cenfure 
are  diftribiited,  witH  the  faiiie  candour  and  impartial!-' 
ty,  to  his  own  family  and  to  ftrarigei-s. 

Aaron,  formerly  lin  obje£t  of  condemnation,  rioi^ 
finks  into  an  objeft  of  pity ;  as  every  liian  triuft,  in 
the  day  when  he  is  Called  to  account,  Jind  has  ho  de- 
fence to  make.  "  Arid  Adron  faid,  Let  not  the  an- 
ger of  my  lord  wax  hot :  thou  knoweft  the  pdople  that 
they  ari^  fet  oil  ihifchief.  For  they  faid  Unto  me ^ 
Make  us  gods  which  (hall  go  before  Us :  for  as  for 
this  Mofes,  the  man  that  brought -US  up  out  of  the 
land  of  Egypt,  we  wot  not  what  is  becoUi^  df  him. 
And  I  faid  unto  them,  Whofoev^r  hath  any  gold,  let 
them  break  it  off.  So  they  gave  it  me :  then  I  caft 
it  into  the  firfe,  and  there  caihe  out  this  calf/**  Alas, 
alas  !  What  a  ^rofdfion  of  Words  is  guilt  couftrained 
to  employ  in  order  to  tover  what  it  banndt  Extenuate 
or  excufe-  VxThat  muft  it  be  to  behold  a  guilty  world 
ftand  felf-Condeinned  before  the  judge  of  the  quick 
tmd  the  dead !  Mow  dreadful  mtift  it  be,  to  appear  in 
the  number  df  that  gUilty  crowds  without  being  able 
to  efcape  unnoticed  in  the  ci'o^d ! 

The  fcene  that  follows  is  one  of  thofe  from  which 
We  turn  aWay  ouf  eyes  in  anguilh,  or  which  we  con- 
template in  fileiit  horror  and  aftonifliment-— Thou- 
farids  of  fcrimtnais  falling  at  once  by  the  hands  of  theiir 
brethren  !  The  fons  of  Levi,  deftined  to  flied  the 
blood  of  many  vidlims,  to  make  atonement  for  the 
guilty — called  to  the  dreadful  miniftry  of  offering  up 
^art  df  the  guilty  themfelves,  a  facrifice  to  juftice,  to 
make  atonement  for  the  reft  !  Mark  how  the  courage 
of  one  man  has  roufed  that  of  many.  A  whole  tribe 
has  fortitude  fufficient  to  follow  in  a  caufe,  wherein  not 
one  man  was  found  daring  enough  to  profefs  himfelf 
a  leader.  This  is  one  motive,  among  many,  to  aim 
at  being  Angularly  good.  Mark  the  timidity  of  con- 
fcious  guilt.  Levi  was  the  leaft  numerous  of  all  the 
Vol.  IV,  E  tribes ; 
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tribes  j  but,  engaged  in  the  caiife  of  God  and  triitb^ 
the  myriads  of  offending  Ifraelitesv  flirink  from  their 
attack,  or  fall  down  before  them..  Mark  how  dread* 
i)x\  is  the  brow  of  juftice  roufed  to  vengeance.  '*  Coit* 
fpcrate  yourfelves  to-day  to  the  Lord,  even  every  man 
Upon  his  fon,  and  upon  hii  brother,  that  he,  may  be- 
ftow  upon  yoa  ai  blefling  this  day.'**  What  a  nighi 
of  horror  and  remorfe  muft  have  fucceeded  a  day  of 
impiety,  madnefs  and  flaughter  T  What  an  awful  to- 
morrow, the  day  of  reckoning,  to  follow  that  difmaf 
night  I 

]&ut  the  cafe,  though  dangerous,  is  not  defperatejp 
while  there  is  aM^fes  to  intercede.  Has  my  offendedt 
Father  fo  much  tendernefs  left,  as  to  upbraid,  tp  re- 
prove, to-  chaftife  me  ?  His  difpleafure,  though  de- 
preffing,  is  not  intolerable  \  but  filent  anger,  refent- 
ipent  that  neglefts,  that  ilhuns,  that  leaves  me  to  my- 
felf,  is  a  burthen  too  heavy  for  me  to  bear.  If  God 
vouchfafe  to  fpeak  to  me,  though  iii  thunder  ;  to  an- 
fwer  me,  though  from  the  whirlwind  ;  there  is  hope 
concerhlng  me*  But  if  he  fay  within  himfetf,  "  E- 
phraihi  is  joined  to  idols,  let  hirii  alone,^*  then  I  am 
ijadecd  loft  and  undone. 

The  interceflion  of  Mofes,  in  behalf  of  the  people, 
now  alTumes  a  tone  peculiarly  earneft  and  affeding» 
"  And  Mofes  returned  unto  the  Lord,  and  faid,  Oh^ 
this  people  have  finned  a  great  fin,  and  have  made 
them  gods  of  gold.  Yet  now,  if  thou  wilt  forgive 
their  fin  :  and  if  not,  blot  me,  I  pray  thee,  out  of  thy 
book  which  thou  haft  written.*'!  It  is  hardjy  credi- 
ofe  that,  on  this  paffage,  a  fyftem  of  piety  has  been 
tiiilt  fo  refined  as  to  imie  in  abfurdity  and  contradic- 
tion. Mofes  is  here  fuppofed,  by  interpreters  of  a 
certain  complexion,  to  exprefs  the  utmoft  readinefs 
to  renounce  his  eternal  falvation  for  what  he  appre- 
hended to  be  the  greater  glory  of  God,  and  if  it  could 
be  the  condition  of  procuring  falvation  to  Ifrael.  Re- 
fignation  to  the  divine  will,  according  to  them,  is  im- 

perfeft^ 
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pttft€t^  till  a  man  can  cheerfully  and  deliberately 
prefer  his  own  eVerlafting  damnation  to  all  the  joys 
of  heaven,  if  the  higher  interefts  of  public  good,  and 
the  glory  of  God  can  be  thereby  promoted.  This,  to 
Ibme  Tifionary  minds,  may  have  a  fpedous  appear* 
ance  of  a  more  fublime  piety :  but  it  is  both  unnatur« 
al  and  unfcriptural ;  and  therefore  is  not  piety  at  alL 
As  it  has  fallen  in  my  way,  and  as  this  text  in  Mofet 
has  been  connected  with  a  famous  paflage  in  the  New 
Teftament  of  fimilar  import,  I  will  take  the  liberty  to 
fpeak  at  fome  length,  and  with  much  plainnefs,  upon 
the  fubjeft  ;  it  being  a  principal  objeft  in  the  plan  of 
thefe  Le^^ures,  to  unfold  and  recommend  the  religion , 
of  the  Bible  ;  that  is,  the  religion  of  good  fenfe,  to 
tHe  neglefb  of  all  human  fyftems,  and  all  ufelefs  fpec- 
ulations,  which  have  not  an  obvious  foundation  ini 
.fcripture  and  reafon,  and  which  do  not  obviouily  tend 
to  promote  human  virtue  and  happinefs. 

Now,  we  hefitate  not  a  moment  to  affirm,  that  the 
dodrine  attempted  to  be  built  on  the  united  texts  of 
Mofes  and  of  Paul,  has  not  the  foundation  of  the 

{)rophet  and  of  the  apoftle  to  reft  upon ;  and  that 
t  is  not  calculated  to  ferve  any  one  purpofe  of  relig- 
ion, wifdom  or  virtue.  The  paffage  in  the  New  Tef- 
tament alluded  to,  is  that  of  the  great  apoftle  of  the 
Centiles,  and  runs  thus,  *'  For  I  could  wifli  that  my- 
felf  were  accurfed  from  Chrift,  for  my  brethreuj  my 
kinfmen  according  to  the  flelh.***  It  is  too  well 
known  to  need  any  proof,  that  there  are  in  every  lan- 
guage, and  among  all  nations  of  the  world,  certain 
modes  of  expreffion  in  common  ufe,  which  it  were 
unfair  to  interpret  according  to  the  literal  import  of 
the  words,  and  which  accordingly,  if  tranflated  into  a 
foreign  language,  and  applied  to  the  modes  of 
thought  and  expreffion  ufed  in  a  diffisrent  age  and 
country,  might  convey  a  meaning  very  different  from 
the  original  one,  perhaps  diametrically  oppofite  to  it. 
Is  there  a  man  in  his  fenfes,  who  will  pretend  to  af- 
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fert  tharMofes-in  the  wildernjefs  of  Sinai,  one  thou*- 
fand  five  hundred  and  fifty  years  before  Chrift,  affix- 
ed- the  fame  idea  to  thefe  wprds,  ''  Blot  me,  I  pray  • 
thee,  out  of  thy  book  which-  thou  haft  written,'** 
.which  a  doginatical  maker  of  fyftems  in  France  or  Eng-- 
.land  in  the  eighteenth  century  thinks  proper  to  affix. 
^>tbem?.  Is  it  a  certain  point  that  the  apoflle  Paul 
and  fuch  an  one,  mean  precifeJy  the  fame  thing,  when 
tlie  former  writes  "  anathema,'*  and  the  latter,  in  the 
.phrafeolpgy  of  his  own.  language,  thinks  fit  to  render 
it  by  the  word  "  accurfed  ?'**  In  truth,  both  expref^ 
fions  evidently  are  figurative,  and  can.  be  fully  un-^ 
derftood  only  by  appealing  to  the  genius  of  the  orig- 
inal languages,  the  fpirit  of  the.  men-  who  ufe  them, 
and  the  oGcafion,  on  which  they  are  employed.  Mo- 
I  fes,,  in  a  moment,  explains  what  he  underftands  by 
/'  the  book  which  God  had  written/*  For  what 
faith  the  anfwer  of  God  to  this  expoftulation  ? 
."  Whofoever  hath  finned  againft  me,  him  will  I  blot 
out  of  my  book.'*  t  And.  what  faith  the  hiftory  I  "  AIL 
that  feneration  died  in  the  wildernefsy '  without  be- 
ing admitted,  into. the  land  of  promife,  according  to 
the  original  deflination  of  Providence,  or  as  it  was 
"  written  in  God's  book."^  Follow  Mofesto  a  fimilar 
fituation  on  another  occafion,  and  fee  how  he  exprefT- 
es  himfelf  J  and  let  the  one  palTage  explain,  the  other. 
The  people  became  difcon tented  witn  their  food  at 
Tabera,  and  lufted  for  the  provifion>  of  Egypt  ^  God 
Vvas  difpleafed,  and  threatened  to  confume  them  ;  Mo- 
fes,  grieved  in  fpirit,  thus  prefumes  to  expoftulate.^ 
*^  And  Mofea  faid  unto  the  Lord,  Wherefore  hafl 
thou  afflifted  thy  fervant  ?  and  wherefore  have!  not 
found  favour  in  thy  fight,  that  thou  layeft  the  burden 
of  all  this  people  upon  me  I  Have  I  conceived  all  this 
people  ?  Have  I  begotten  them,  that  thou  fhouldeft 
fay  unto  me.  Carry  them  in  thy  bofom,  (as  a  nurfing- 
father  beareth  the  fucking  child)  unto  the  land 
which   thou   fweareft   unto   their  fathers  ?    Whence 
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ihould  I  have  flefli  to  give  urito  all  this  people  ?  for 
they  weep  uiito  me,  faying,  Give  us  flefli  that  we  may 
eat.  I  am  not  able  to  bear  all  this  people  alone, 
becaufe  it  is  too  heavy  for  me.  And  if  thou  deal 
thus  with  me„  kill  me,  I  pray  thee,  'out  of  hand, 
if  I  have  found  favour  in  thy  light ;  and  let  me  not 
fee  my  wretchednefs."*.  The  ex;preflion,  "  Kill  nie 
(but  of  hand,*'  is  plainly  equivalent  to  that  ufed  in 
Exodus,^*  Blot  me  out  of  the  book  which  thou  haft 
written.'*  What  then  is  the  fair  meaning  and  con- 
ftrudion  of  the  words  of  Moles  ?  "  Lprd,  grant  the 
pardon  of  this  people  to  the  prayers  of  thy  fervant ; 
who  would  rather  fubmit  to  everlafting  mifery  than  fail 
to  obtain  his  requefl;?"' Horrid,  blafphemous,  abfurd! 
No,  but  nature,  piety  and  patriotifm  unite  in  faying  as 
he  does,  ^*  Lord,  if  thy  decree  againfl  this  people  may 
not  be  reverfed  ;  if  jufl:ice. "demand  thei'rutter  exter- 
mination, let  mine  eyes  be  firftclofed  in  peace.  Sub- 
left  me  not  to  the  cruel  mortification  of  furviving  all 
my  nation,  and  of  enduring  the  infults  and  fcorn  of 
bur  enemies.  In  metcy  take  me  firfl:  out  of  the  world, 
where  I  fliould  only  lead- a  life  of 'forrow  and  regret, 
heavier  than  death  itfelf."  The  word  anathema  ufed  by 
the  apoftle  is  of  the  lame  import  with  the  Hebrew  word 
Dl/).  They  both  denote  a  perfon  or  thin^  devoted, 
feparated  by  a  vow  ofcurfe,  one  excommunicated  and 
feparated  from  ibciety.  And  his  meaning 'is.  this,  "  I 
'mofl:  fblemnly  protell ;  God  and 'my  own  conference 
are  my  witnelfes,  that  I  fpeak  the  truth  .as  it  is  in  my 
heart ;  the  infidelity  of  my  countrymen  after  the  flelh, 
is  a  matter  of  the  deepeft  concern  and  regret  to  me  ; 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  if  itxould  be  the  means  of  cur- 
ing their  prejudices,  arid  bringing  them  to  Chrift  the 
Redeemer;  I  care  not  in  what  eftimatibn  I  might  be 
held  in  the  church.  Let  me  ceafe  to  be  an  apoftle, 
*!fet  me  be  as  one  cut  off  from  the  fociety  of  the  faith- 
ful, for  fome  atrocious  crime  j  let  me  be  vile  and  con- 
Itermptible  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  j  let  but  the  Ifracl 

-  '      •     or 

*  Numb,  jyi  ii — 15.  * 


of  God  biS  gathered  to  the  Redeemer,  and  brought 
within  the  bond  of  the  covenant  of  grace.**  Moreo^ 
ter,  Paul  does  not  diredly  forni  even  this  wifh  ;  but 
conditionally,  "  I  could  wifli,'*  were  it  lawful  for  me 
to  form  fuch  a  wifh,  and  if  the  granting  it  could  any 
Ixray  contribute  to  the  s^compliflimeiit  of  a  purpofe  to 
defireable. 

Th^  fentiment,  then,  of  thofe  myftics,  has  no  war^ 
rant  either  in  the  language  or  in  the  fpirit  of  any  of 
the  perfons  whom  God  hits  proppfed  to  us  as  patternn 
in  fcriptqrc, 

Befides  their  being  unfcriptural,  what  can  be  more 

extrav<igant  ^nd  unnatural,  than  thofe  ranting  exprefr 

fions  ofone  of  that  order  ?  •  «  Though  I  were  fure  of 

being  condemned  to  hell)  I  would  not  ceafe  from  my 

penitential  a6;s,  and  from  depriving  ihyfelf  of  all  com^ 

forts  for  the  love  of  Gpd,    If  I  am  to  be  caiflt  into 

hell,  O  my  God  ftay  no  longer,  make  hafte,  and  fince 

thou  haft  xorf^ken  me,  fixiiih  thy  work,  precipitate  me 

intp  the  bottomlefs  pit/'     Catharine  of  Sienna  thinkifc 

fit  to  exprefs  herfelf   thus    on   the  fame  fubjed: 

*^  Though  it  were  poffible  to  feel  all  the  torments  or 

devils  and  damned  fouls,  yet  jliould  I  never  call  thensi 

|)ains,  lb  muxji  pleafure  would  the  pure  love  of  God 

make  mt  %q  find  therein/*     Thefe  are  evidently  the 

idle  fpecUlatlons  of  perfons  too  much  at  their  eafo, 

whom  one  hour  of  exquifite  tprment  would  bring  to 

their  fenfes,  and  teach  a  founder  divinity*     What  is 

the  foundation  of  our  love  to  Co4  ?   His  love  ^o  us  4 

the  good  which  he  has  done  to  us,  and  that  which  we 

i  ftill  expecl  from  him.     I  feel  it  i^ipoffible  for  me  to 

i  love  one,  whofe  intereft  or  caprice  require  that  I  {hould 

5  be  tormtt^ted  everlaftingly.     I  love  the  Lord  becaufe 

he  hath  delivered  nie  from  the  curfe  of  the  law  j  bcr 

caufe  he  hath  faved  me  from  going  down  to  the  pit  x 

becaufe  he  '^  hath  raifed  us  up  tpgether,  and  made  u« 

fit  together  in  heavenly  places  in  Chrift  J^fusZ-f 

Mofes^ 

♦  Ang^elc  de  FolignJ,  Ey4<jup  de  Mcaux  Inftniia.  Paftor.  PagQ  ^i» 
f  Eph.  ii.  6. 
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Mpfes  by  .entreaty  o.bt^iins  a  flioj-t  rq)rievp  for  the 
<jffenders ;  but  a  plain  intimation  is  given  that  they 
Should  not  pafs  whoHy  unpunifhed.  "In  the  day 
•when  I  .vifit,  I  will  vifit  tkeir  fin  upon  them/'*  The 
meaning  of  this  threatening  is  fully  explained  in  tl^c 
iequcL  All  that  generation  of  men  were  blotted  out 
^the  book  of  th^  limng ;  their  carcacfes  fell  gradual- 
ly in  the  wildemefs ;  mey  were  not  permitted  to  fee 
the  good  land  prmnifed  to  their  fathers  ;  plague  upon 
plague  overtook  ihem,  till  thfey  were  confumed  for 
their  idolatry ;  of  the  worflrippers  of  the  golden  catf 
iiot  one  entered  into  Canaan. 

God  had  hitherto  condefcended  to  condu6l  and  de- 
fend Ifrael,  in  that  wonderful  fymbo^l  of  his  prefence, 
the  pillar  of  cloud  and  fire.  Provoked  by  their  re- 
•treilion,  their  Proteftor  and  Guide  withdraws  from 
them,  and  they  are  left  to  purfue  their  march,  through 
-paths  of  their  own  cfioofing.  The  adage  f^iySj^'Whoin 
God  m^ans  to  deftroy,  he  firft  infatuates."  Had  if 
Tun  moTe  fimply,  *' Whom  God  means  to  deftroy,  he 
firft  forfakesi^  it  had  been  jufter  and  more  confonant 
to  the  tenor  of  fcripture.  When  Jehovah  has  with- 
drawn as  u  friend,  he  is  not  far  off  as  an  enemy.  But 
what  muft  it  have  been  to  one  who  felt  like  Mofes,  to 
^be  commanded  to  proceed  to  the  conqueft  of  Canaan, 
deftitute  of  the  prefence  and  fiapport  of  God,  the  glory 
and  the  ftri^ngtli  of  Ifrael  ?  It  w?ls  .lik«  fending  aihip 
^nto  a  tempeftoous  ocean,  without  ballaft,  without^a 
maft  or  fjstil, without  a  rudder  or  compafs,  to  be  drivei^. 
at  the  mercy  of  every  blaft  ;  and  laid  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  finking  in  the  mighty  deep.  Mbfes  appre- 
hends the  full  ^yiVesA  of  an  attempt  ib  perilous,  aiid 
deprecates  it  \i;ith  all  the  energy^  of  fupplication.  He 
apprehends  no  ill,  fave  one,  that  of  being  deferted  of 
*God.  He  trembles  at  no  foe,  but  their  beft  friend 
eftranged. 

The  wretched  multitude  now  fee  their  nakednefs, 
and  are  afhamed.     In  vain  do  gold  and  jewels  attempt 

to 

*  Verfe  34, 
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to  hide  the  deformity  of  a  foul  that  has  loft  its  inno- 
cence. They  were  not  more  eager,  the  qther  day, 
to  contribute  their  ornj^ments  to  the  formation  of  an 
idol,  than  they  are  now  to  hide  them  out  of  fight,  as 
the  monuments  of  their  difhonour.  "  What  fruit 
have  they  now  in  thpfe  things  whereof  they  are 
jifhamed  ?'^  A  face  of  mourning  is  feen  over  the  whole 
camp,  and  every  face  is  clothed  with  defpair.  Dir 
^redtipn  is  given  to  remoye  the  tabernacle  >yithQut  the 
camp.  A  few  who  had  continued  faithful,  adhere  tq 
that  divine  inftrument  of  protection,'  and  follow  it^ 
The  cloudy  pillar,  which,  di^ring  the  period  of  riot, 
fedition  and  revolt,  h^d  in  wrath  departed,  returned 
to  its  deftined  refidence,  the  tabernacle.  In  the  eyes; 
pf  afto^iflied  Ifrael,  Mofes  enters  undifmayed  into  that 
manfion  of  divine  glory,  proceeds  to  meet  God,  as  a 
jnan  to  meet  his  friend ;  renews  the  conference  in 
the  plain^  which  had  been  broken  off  on  the  mount. 
The  refult  is,  God  gracioufly  relents,  being  mindful 
of  his  covenant,  and  c^g?iin  undertakes  the  fafe  conduft 
of  his  people^  "  My  prefence  fhall  go  with  thee,  and 
I  will  giye  thee  reft,*'*  and  all  again  is  peace.  And 
thus  conclude  the  controyerfies  between  difobedient 
and  gaiufaying  children,  and  their  tender-hearted, 
relenting  Father^  He  is  not  to  bf  '^  overcome  pf  evil, 
but  oyerpomes  evil  with  gpod." 

But  what  is  this  I  hear  ?  Mofes  foliciting  for  ftill 
farther  pianifeftations  of  the  divine  perfections  ?  Whq 
had  ieen,  who  had  heard,  who  had  felt  and  enjoyed 
fo  much  qf  God  sis  be  ?  And  yet  ftill  he  is  impprtu- 
nately  entreating,  "  Lord,  &e\v  me  thy  glory.'*  O  riiy 
friends,  how  many  things  of  CJod  do  *'  angels  ftill  de-. 
fire  to  look  into  ?'*  There  is  "  a  breadth,  and  length, 
and  depth,  and  height,  in  the  love  of  Chrift,  which 
paffeth  knowledge.'-  The  refponle  of  the  oracle  to 
this  requeft,  is  not  lef$  extraordinary  than  the  requeil 
itfelf.  ''  And  he  faid,  I  will  make  all  my  goodnefs 
pafs  before  thee,  ancj  I  wilj  proclaim  the  nam.e  of  the 

Lo?:d 
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Lord  before  thee ;  and  \viU  be  gracious  to  whom  I 
will  be  gracious,  and  will  fliew  niercy  on  whom  I  will 
ihew  m,er.cy.  And  he  faid,  Tliou  canfl  jiot  fee  my 
.  face  :  for  there  (hall  no  man  fee  me  and  live.  And 
the  Lord  faid.  Behold,  there  i^  a  plac^  by  me,  and  thou 
flialt  ftand  upon  a  rock.  And  it  fhall  come  to  pafs, 
while  ray  glory  paffeth  by,  that  I  will  put  th^e  in  a 
clift  of  the  rock  j  and  will  coyer  thee  with  my  hand, 
.while  I  pafs  by.  Ajid  I  will  tak^  away  mine  hand, 
and  thou  flialt  fee  my  b^ck  parts :  but  my  face  (hall 
not  be  feen."  *  This  opens  a  field  of  meditation  too 
"ample  to  be  now  entered  upoji.  Let  it  be  referved  for 
the  entire  ground  of  another  ev^ning*s  e3?:curfjon  into 
the  region  of  fcripture  :  and  let  us  contemplate  with 
wonder  tj^*e  fcene  which  has  juft  paifed  before  our 
,eyes.  . 

— rPoes  t,he  whole  ftory  feem  to  any  one  incredi. 
]ble?  Let  the  horrid*  fcene  which  this  great  metropo* 
lis  exhibited  not  many  years  ago,t  arife  upon  his  rec- 
pUeftion.  Le^  him  think  on  the  frenzy,  which,  like 
a  mighty  torrent,  carried  every  thing  before  it ;  which 
fired  the  city,  oy^rawed  the  fenate,  and  threatened  the 
^iffolution  of  all  regular  gpyernment.  Who  can  tell 
the  4ire  effeds  which  defperate  enthufiafm,  fuddenly 
burfting  out  and  excitijig  univerfal  tferror  and  confter- 
nation^  may  produce.  Had  we  not  feen  it  with  our 
eyes^  we  eould  fqarcely  have  believed,  that  confe- 
quences  fo  momentous  ihould  haye  iflijed  frojji  a 
fourcje  fo  contemptible.  The  refolutions  arid  opera- 
tions  of  a  lawlefs  multitude  are  truly  formidable, 
Unopgofed^  they  ru(h  on  as  an  overflowing  flood  ; 
refitted,  fhey  melt  away  j  they  are  fcattfered  like  chaff" 
idriveh  by  the  wind.  ^ 

— Obferve^  O  man,  how  the  moft  difficult  leflbns 

*pf  religjon,  patience,  and  forbearance,  and  forgive- 

nefe,  are  taiiglit  thee  by  the  ejca'ftiple  of  the  great  Je- 

.hovah  hfrnfelf;     Dareft  thou  to  think  of  vengeance 

^or  a  petty,  ^  mifconceived,  and.  imaginary  offence, 

wheu 

*  Cliap.  xxxili.  19 — 2^.  "    f  June,  17^9? 


If  hen  thou  beholdeft  the  mod  glorious  of  all  beings^ 
pailifig  by,  blotting  out  the  moft  heinous,  the  moft 
miprovoked  infults,  aad  when  thou  heareft  him  pro- 
claiming his  name, ''  The  LOUD,  the  LORD  Go4, 
jnercifiu,  and  gracious^  loi^g-fviffering,  and  abundant 
in  gx>odnefs  and  truth ;  keeping  mercy  ibr  thoufands, 
forgiving  iniquity  Jmd  tranfgreffian  and  fin  ?**  "  Dear- 
ly bdoved,  avenge  jiot  yowrfelves,  but  rather  give 
place  unto  wrath :  for  it  i«  written.  Vengeance  h 
aeaine;  I  will  repay,  faith  the  Lord.  Therefore  if 
ithine  enemy  hunger,  feed  bim ;  if  he  thirft,  give  him 
drink  ;  for  in  fo  dokig  thou  (halt  heap  coals  of  fire  on 
|us  head.  Bi  not  overcome  of  evil,  but  overcome 
jcvil  with  good.*'*  "I  fay  unto  you,  love  your  ene- 
jnies,  blefs  them  that  curfe  you,  do  good  to  them 
that  hate  you>  and  pray  for  them  which  defpitefiilLy 
ufe  you  and  perXes^ute  you  :  that  ye  jnay  be  the 
children  of  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven :  lor  he 
.maketh  his  fun  to  jife  on  the  evil  and  on  the  good, 
aad  fen4eth  rain  on  the  juH  and  on  the  unjufl:/*t 

— "  Follow  on  to  know  the  Lord."  Expatiate  in 
aiaturc*s  au\pJe  fields  and  you  will  find  profit  an4 
inftruaion  blended  with  delight>.  Jlicplore  the  won- 
.ders  of  eternal  Prrovidenee,  and  you  will  fee  conftant 
caufe  to  xejpice  4n  the  thought  that  there  is  a  GOD 
Jivho  judgeth  and  ruleth  in  the  earth.  Dive  deeper 
.and  deeper  into  thofe  myfteries  of  .grace  which  "  an- 
£€,13  d^fire  to  Ipok  into,"  and  br^ak  fojth  into  Tongs 
of  joy,  tthat  «  GOD  is  lov€."  <«  This  is  life  eternal, 
that  they  might  know  thee,  the  only  true  God,  and 
Jefus  Chrifl:  whom  thou  haft  fent.''  |  Now  "  wse 
Iknaw  in  part^  and  we  prophqfy  in  part.  3ut  when 
that  which  is  perfeft  is  come,  tlien  that  which  is  in 
part  ihail  be  done  away/'§ 

Nature  now  prefents  in  every  plant,  in  every  peb- 
ble, myfleries  ibat  defy  the  refearches  of  the'wifeft 
>^d  moft  acute  ;  then  "  tT>e  way-faring  man,  though 

afooV' 

*  Horn.  :du  19,  20,  31*  .  f  Mat.  v.  44,  45." 

4:  John  xyiL  3.  §  1  Cor.  xiii.^,..io. 
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afooV*  fiwil  comprebend  fyftems  the  vafteft,'iDoft 
complex,  moft  abftriife.  Prpyidence  noyr  exhibits 
an  apparent  inconfiftency  and  dijTorder,  which  con- 
founds the  reafoning  pride  of  man ;  then,  God  will 
fully  yindic9te  his  ways  to  man,  obviate  eyery  difEcuI- 
ty,  refolye  every  doubt,  renipye  eyery  fcruple.  In 
fcripture  •*  are  lome  things  hard  to  be  underftood,** 
in  our  prefent  (late  of  jygaorance  and  imperfedion ; 
then  the  veil  (hall  be  removed,  qnd  ^^  we  fliall  fee 
face  to  face,^*-r-"  the»  ftiall  w^e  jki^ow  even  as  alio  we 
lare  known/^  Then  the  proipifed  Spirit  of  wifdom 
and  revelation  IhalJ  *^  teach  us  aifl  things,  and  bring 
all  things  to  our  remembrance/'  Then  fliall  he 
^*  open*'  our  ^'  underftanding,**  that  we  may  "  underr 
ftand  the  fcrmtures**'  ^*  Amen,  %vej[iip«  <^>tne  Lord 
Jefusr  f 
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L.E  C  T  U  R  E       V. 

.   EXODUS  xxxiii.  i8» 
Jtnd  he/aid^  I  befeech  thee^Jhew  me4hy  gloryi. 

1  HE  greater  progrefs  any  one  has  made  in  fciencc, 
the  deeper  mull  be  his  conviftion  of  his  own  igno- 
rance and  imperfeftion  ;  and  the  higher  our  attain- 
ments in  religion,  the  ftronger  is  the  impreffion  of 
our  infinite  diftance  from  God.  A  little  .knowledge 
pufFeth  up  ;  but  mpdefty  and  humility  are  the  con- 
ftant  attendants  on  profound  wifdom.  Thoughtlefs 
men  make  light  of  the  name,  the  houfe,  the  day  of 
God  ;  but  angels  *'  cover  their  faces  with  their 
wings,"  when  they  approach  his  awful  prefence.  Hu- 
man friendihip  admits  of  freedom  and  familiarity  ; 
i)ut  while  the  great  Jehovah  condefcends  to  "  dwell 
with  man  upon  earth,  even  with  him  who  is  of  a 
contrite  and  humble  fpirit  ;"  he  permits  us  not  to 
forget,  that  he  is  "  the  high  and  lofty  One,  that  in- 
habiteth  eternity,  whofe  name  is  holy."  Are  we  el- 
evated, as  on  eagle's  wings,  up  to  the  eternal  throne  ? 
It  is  only  that  we  may  feel  the  hand  which  fupports 
our  flight,  and  difcern  our  own  darknefs  by  that 
"  light  which  is  inaccefCble  and  full  of  glory."  A- 
braham^  the  friend  of  God,  in  the  higheft  intimacy  of 
that  honourable  charafter,  lofes  not  for  a  moment  the 
feufe  of  his  diftance  and  dependence  j  "  Behold  now 

I  have 
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I  have  taken  upon  me  to  fpeak  unto  the  X-ord,  which 
am  but  duft  and  aflies/'  *  "  O  let  not  the  Lord  be 
angry,  and  I  will  fpeak  but  this  once."  A  voice  frohi 
heaven  reaches  his  ears,  faying,  '^  Fear  not:,  Abram  : 
i  am  thy  fliield,  and  thy  exceeding  great  reward/' f 
And  that  inftant  we  behold  him.  proftrate,  with  his 
face  to  the  ground.  Mofes,  the  friend  of  God,  to 
whom. Jehovah  revealed  more  of  himfelf  than  to  anv 
,  other  man,  is  ftill  but  in  the  outer  court  of  the  habi^ 
tation  where  God  dwells.  What  he  knows  has  ohiy' 
created  a  thirfl:  fpr  knowledge  ;  what  he  has  feen  ha^ 
but  infpired  an  earneft  defire  of  feeing  more,  andf 
more ;  and  after  communications  fo  ample,  and  com- 
munion fo  fweiet,,  this  is  flill  his  defire,  this  his  re* 
jjueft,  "  Lord,  fhew  me  thy  glory.'* 

From  the  reiterated  rebellions  and  provocations  of 
Ifrael,  this  good  has  refulted — ^New,  endearipg,  en- 
couraging difcoveries  have  been  made  of  the  divine 
nature,  perfeftions^  and  will.  Mankind,  to*  the  latefl: 
generations,  have  been  inftriidted  to  revere  that  ]uf. 
tice  which  "  will  by  no  means  clear  the  guilty,"  and 
to  triumph  in  that  mercy  which  *'  forgiveth  iniquity, 
tranfgreffion  and  fin."  The  revolt  of  the  people  ce- 
mented and  improved  the  union  between  God  and 
their  leader. 

Jofliua,  the  fon  of  Nun,  who  was  deftined  to  make 
fo  diftinguiftied  a  figure,  and  to  aft  a  part  fp  confpic- 
uous  and  important  in  the  hiftory  of  Ifrael,  is  repre- 
fented  as  trained  up  from  his  youth  in  the  fervice  of 
Mofes,  and  in  communion  with  God.  We  find  him 
in  the  mount  with  his  mafter  when  he  went  to  re- 
ceive the  written  law,  while  the  multitude  below  were 
polluting  themfelves  with  idols.  We  find  him  en- 
tering with  his  mafter  into  the  tabernacle,  when  it 
was  removed  out  of  the  camp,  and  the  glory  of  the 
Lord  overfhadowed  it ;  and  there  he  remained,  while 
Mofes  returned  to  confer  with  the  people.  Early 
habits  of  acquaintance  with  God,  and  employment  in 

bis 

*  Gen.  xviii.  27.  f  Gen.  xr.  i. 
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Msr  fefvfcc,  zrt  jcnxtlfs  beft  fcctuitf  ^Wd  prefervarivd 
agahift  fm,  and  the  foreft  foundation  of  honour  and 
tifefalnefs,  of  diftindion  and  comfort  in  advanced  age* 
A  man  muft  be  formed  to  comms^  by  obeying* 
^  Jofhua,  a  young  man,  departed  not  otit  of  the  tab- 
fernacle."  *  What  a  fevere  reproof  of  that  fpirit  of 
profligacy  and  diffiparion,  that  criminal  lore  of  pleaf- 
ure  and  coldnefs  to  intelteduai  attaixunents,  that  ir- 
religion  and  profanity  which  charaderize  youth  in 
general  ? 

It  is  pteafing  to  look  forward  to  this  good  msui'^ 
latter  end,  and  to  obfervc  a  career  of  glory  fupported 
and  adorned  by  piety ;  a  youth  of  ferioufnefs,  ndelity  . 
and  ufefulnefs,  ripening  into  an  advanced  Wg  of  rep-  \ 
utation  and  ufefulnefs  ;  declining  into  an  old  age  of 
tranquillity,  vigour  and  joy ;  and  dofing  in  the  well- 
grounded  hope  of  immortality.  Jofliua  wa«  trained 
for  the  camp,  in  the  tabernacle  and  on  the  mount,  and 
was  prepared  to  be  the  great  general  and  ftatefman,  by 
learning  firfl:  to  be  the  numble  faint  and  faithful  mia* 
met. 

The  charafter$  of  Mofeg  and  of  Jofiiua  delightfully 
IRuftrate  and  embeilifh  each  other.  Mofes  knew  from 
rile  beginning  that  this  young  man  was  to  be  his  fuc- 
ceflbr  m  office  ;  was  to  finifh  the  work  which  he  had 
begun ;  was  to  have  the  glory  of  conquering  Canaan, 
and  of  eftabliihing  Ifrael  there,  according  to  the  prom- 
ifes.  An  ordinary  mind  would  have  marked  the  prog- 
refs  of  this  growing  rival  with  jealoufy ;  would  have 
Attempted  to  obftru^l  his  advancement ;  would  have 
repined  at  the  preference  given  him,  to  the  negled  of 
his  own  family.  But  every  felfifh,  every  domeftic  con- 
fideration  gives  way  to  the  rifing  merits  of  Jofhua^ 
alid  to  the  choice  and  appointment  of  Heaven.  It 
was  equally  natural,  on  the  other  hand,  for  a  young 
man  like  Jofhua,  who  knew  that  he  was  deftined  to 
riile,  to  furpafs  his  mafler,  to  reach  the  highefl:  fummit 
of  human  grandeur  ;  it  was  natural  for  fuch  an  qne 

to 
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to  become  impsitJent  of  authority,  to  &«  t^tfscry  of  r^- 
ftrainf,  tb  be  eager  to  bring  himfeif  forward,  and  maker 
himfelf  *  confpicuous :  but  the  fon:  of  Nun  difcoversr 
true  magnanimity  in  cheerfully  yielding  die  fubje£lioii 
becoming  an  inferior  j  in  obfervin^  Mofes  and  Icam- 
irig'of  him  ;  in  patiently  waiting  for  the  time  and  man- 
ner which  Providence  mould  choofe  of  exalting  him 
to  honour.  Moies  treats  him,  and  fpeak&  of  him,  ay 
6f  a  favourite  fon,  rifmg  into  eminence  and  ^iftmc- 
tion ;  he  behaves  to  Mofes  as  to  a  beloved  parent, 
crowned  with  years  and  honour,  which  he  hopes  to 
fee  him  long  enjoy.  Thefe  are  leffons  not  taught  in 
the  fchool  of  the  world,  where  natural  affieflion,  de- 
cency and  difcretion  are  daily  facrificed  on  the  altar 
of  pride^  felfifhhefs,  avarice  and  ambition. 

Mofes  has,  by  importunity,  prevailed  that  the  ufuat 
fymbol  of  the  divine  prefence  ftiould  continue  to  lead 
and  protefl  Ifrael^  by  the  way  in  which  they  went  to^ 
the  promifed  land.  In  anfwer  to  the  prayer  of  faith 
it  is  thus  promifed,  "  My  prefence  fhall  go  with  thee, 
and  I  will  give  thee  reft."*  His  Spirit  is  now  there- 
fore traiiqiiillized  with  refped  to  the  people  of  his 
charge.  God  is  yet  again  **  for  them,  and  who,  ^^tiL) 
be  agaiiift  them  ?*'  But  his  perfonal  acquaintance  TkVik  * 
God  feems  only  beginning.  As  if  he  had  feen  noth- 
ing of  the  divine  glory  in  the  bulh  at  Horeb,  which 
burned,  but  Was  not  confumed  ;  as  if  the  awful  glo-. 
ries  of  Sinai  had  been  nothing :  as  if  God  had  not 
fpoken  to  him  in  the  tabernacle  of  the  congregation, 
face  to  face,  "  as  a  man  to  his  friend  j*'  he  continues 
to  entreat,  "  Lord,  (hew  me  thy  glory  V*  My  friends, 
if  you  can  reft  fatisfied  with  what  you  know  of  God,  it 
is  a  melancholy  proof  that  you  know  him  not.  Eter- 
nity is  too  (hort,  the  capacity  of  an  angel  too  limited, 
^*  to  find  out  the  Almighty  unto  pet-feaion." 

What  a  field  of  difcovery  does  the  vaft  frame  of 
NATURE  prefent !    Suppofing,  O  man,  thy  duration 
fufficiently  extended,  thy  underftanding  fiifficiently  en- 
larged, 
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larg^d,  and  opportunity  affpfcied  thee,  equal  to  thyut-f 
moft  wifh,  when  coiildeft  thou  have  made  a  complete 
furvey  of  the  little  globe  wherein  *  we  dwctl  ^  when 
couldeft  thou  have  explored  the  innumerable  fecret" 
wonders  of  the  hoary  deep  ;  when  examined  the  prec- 
ious contents  of  the  everlafting  hills ;  when  difcover-i 
ed  the  nature  and  properties'  of  air  and  fire  ?  Supppf^ 
ing  the  mighty  talk  performed  ;  fuppofmg  the  untri- 
ed regions  of  the  air,  the  untrodden  paths  of  the  fea, 
the  deep  and  the  high  places  of  the  earth  rendered  ac- 
ceffible  to  thy  approach,  laid  fully  open  to  thy  view — 
and  lo,  tTie  race  of  knowledge  is  but  b^ginhihg,     Be- 
fiold  another  orb , at  hand,  prefenting  a  new  world  of 
wonders :  an  orb  poffeffing  an  inconceivabfy  greater 
extent  than  otir  earth,  containing  an  infinitely  greater 
variety  of  objefts,  anfwiqring.  a  much  nobler  end  in 
.  the  fcale  of  being ;  and  after  that,  another  ;  and  anoth- 
er ftilf,in  endlefs/ucceflion.    Suppofe  the  whole  plan- 
etary fyftem,  in  order,  to  have  paffed  under^eview, 
the  mind  reffs  not  there ;  the  wonders  of  divine  pow- 
er and  wifdom  end  not  then  ;  the  foul  wings  its  way 
to  other  fyftems^  lighted  by  other'  funs,  and.  fi'i^ds  it- 
felf  but  entering  on  the  glorious  career. 
.    Were  the  vvhole  expanfe  of  nature  explored,  the 
^lORAL  government  of  God  over  all  thefe   fpheresj 
and  all  that  they  contain^  expands  the  fame  vafl  fielrf 
afrelh  to  the  aftoniflied  eye,  and  invites  to  a  fecond 
excurfion.     When   that  is   performed,   redeeming 
i.ovE,  ALMIGHTY  GRACE  difplay  the  ample  theatre  a 
third  time,  and  lead  us  by  the  hand  through  the  "  na- 
tions of  them  that  are  faved,*'  and  point  out  the  fuc-* 
ceffive  triumphs  of  fovereign  goodnefs.     As  if  it  were' 
poffible  to  fee  an  end  of  air  this  glorious  petfeftion^ 
fcripture  announces  the  diflblution  of  all  thefe  things, 
as  a  fpace  too  fmall  for  the  foul  to  ex!patiate  in,  as  an 
objeQ:  too  mean  for  its  contemplation  ;  and  promifes 
a  new  and  more  glorious  fyftem  of  things,  fuited  to 
its  endlefs  duration  and  exalted. powers,  "  new  heav- 
ens and  a  new  earth  wherein  dwelle'th  rightcoufnefs/* 

And 
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And  what  is  it,  even  then,  that  men  behold  ?  The 
works  of  God,  hot  God  himfelf ;  the  writing,  not  the 
hand  that  writes  ;  the  palace  that  is  inhabited,  not  the 
divine  inhabitant ;  the  emanation,  not  the  eflence  of 
his  glory.  Every  gracious  fpirit,  then,  will  with  Mo- 
fes  be  '*  following  on  to  know  the  Lord  ;"  ftill  and 
ever  inquiring,  ftill  and  ever  imploring,  "  Lord,  fhew 
me  thy  glory.'* 

The  anfwer  of  God  to  this  requeft  is  not  lefs  re* 
marfcable  than  the  requeft  itfelf.  Mofes  prayed,  fay- 
ing, "  Lord,  fliew  me  thy  glory.'*  Alas,  like  the 
difciple  on  the  mount  of  transfiguration,  "  he  knew 
not  what  he  faid.'*  To  have  been  anfwered  according 
to  the  letter  of  his  defire,  had  been  fatal  to  him  ;  for 
what  created  eye  can  behold  the  glory  of  God  and 
live  ?  But  a  gracious  God  returns  an  anfwer  fuitable 
to  the  condition  of  his  fervant,  "  And  he  faid,  I  will 
make  all  my  goodness  pafs  before  thee,  and  I  will 
proclaim  the  name  of  the  Lord  before  thee  ;  and  will 
be  gracious  to  whom  I  will  be  gracious,  and  will  fhew 
mercy  on  whom  I  will  fhew  mercy.*'*  This  is  the 
glory  of  God  to  man,  the  riches  of  his  grace,  the  glo- 
ty  of  his  gbodnefs,  the  wonders  of  his  love. 

In  a  difplay*  of  the  moft  ftriking  imagery,  God 
points  out  to  Mofes  what  was  weak,  ignorant  and  pre- 
fumptuous  in  his  petition,  and  commends  what  is  pious, 
dutiful  and  alFedionate.  **  And  he  faid.  Thou  canfl 
not  fee  my  face  :  for  there  fhall  no  man  fee  me,  and 
live.  And  the  Lord  faid.  Behold,  there  is  a  place  by 
me,  and  thou  fhalt  ftand  upon  a  rock.  And  it  fhali 
come  to  pafs,  while  my  glory  pafTeth  by,  that  I  will  put 
thee  in  a  clift  of  the  rock  ;  and  I  will  cover  thee  with 
my  hand,  while  I  pafs  by.  And  I  will  take  away 
mine  hand,,  and  thou  fhalt  fee  my  back  parts  :  but  my 
face  fhall  not  be  feen."t  ExprefEons  plainly  import- 
ing, that  by  creatures  fuch  as  w^  are,  the  great  Jeho- 
vah can  be  feen  and  known  only  from  thofe  tokens  of 
his  prefence  which  he  leaves  behind  him.  He  comes 
Vol.  IV.  F  upon 
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upon  Us,  a«  if  were,  hripci^ccptibly,  unv^sHs  bis  glory 
for  a  moment^  in  his  Word,  in  his  ordinances,  but  \m 
hand  iR  upon  out  eyes.  As  he  departs,  h6  permits  i^s* 
to  look  ¥tp,  and  to  kno%9^,  by  kifaliible  marks,  that  be 
has  been  wkh  u^.  Thus,  Jacob's  tifion  at  B^hel  wa^ 
over,  before  he  was  aware  into  what  glorious  company 
fte  l]id  bgen  iatrodviced*  **  And  Jacob  awaked  out 
of  his  fleep,  and  he  faid,  Surely  the  Lord  is  in  this, 
place  ;  and  I  knew  it  not."  *  Thus  at  Peniel  he  wref- 
tied  apparently  with  a  man  ;  but  in  depaMing,  his  di^ 
^iite  antagcH^ffl^  by  a  touch,  convinced  him  who  he 
was ;  and  he  difcotiers,  that  be  had  feen  "  the  vifions. 
of  the  Almighty,**^  after  he  had  withdrawn.  And 
thusy  the  gk>ri6ed  Redeettier  talked  with  the  two  dif- 
dpies  by  the  way  as  ihey  we^t  to  Emmaus,  and  evened 
unto  them  the  feriptures^  while  their  heart  burned 
within  them,  but  their  eyes  were  held  that  they  did  not 
know  him.  At  length,  while  he  brake  bread  and 
W'effod  it^  **  their  eyes  were  opened,  and  they  knew 
him."  Is  God  in  this  place  \  We  fee  him  not ;;  we 
<5amiot  fee  him  and  live  \  bnt  by  this  we  fcall  know  it 
hereafter-— Has  his  word  been  made  quick  and  power- 
ful to  any  fonl  \  Has  the  dignity  and  importance  of 
communion^  with  him  been  felt  ?  Is  a  man  departing 
with  a  deeper  and  more  humbling  fenfe  of  his  otvm  un- 
woTthinefs  attd  guilt ;  and  penetrated  with  a  more 
Kvely  apprefcenfion  of  the  mercy  of  God  through  1 
feiviour  I  Is  fin  rendered  more  odious,  and  holinefs^ 
more  amkble  in  the  eyes  of  any  one  ?  Is  the  heart 
glowing  with  defire  to  know  more  of  God,  to  love 
him  mbre,  and  ferve  him  better  ?  Is  the  fpirit  of  a  man 
piaffing  *'  toward  the  mark,  for  the  prize  of  the  high, 
calling  of  God  in  Chrift  Jefus  ?''t  Then  of  a  truth 
God  is  in  this  place ;  and  a  day  fpent  thus  in  his  courts,, 
is  better  than  a  iboBfand. 

But  how  is  the  language  of  this  concluding  paffage 
©f  the  chapter  to  be  reconciled  with  that  in  the  elev- 
enth verfe  ?  "  The  Lord  fpake  unto  Mofes  face  to 

face^ 
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face,  a$  a  m&A  (peaketh  uato  his  £rkad.^'  Th<  ex^ 
prcllion^  ^^  to  f^e  the  facej''  U  evidently  taken  ia  tw9 
different  fenies.  In  the  nth  Yerfe^  it  fignifies  to  be 
regarded  with  favour  or  approbation,  as  it  is  in  the 
4th  Pfalm,  verfe  6.  "  Lord,  lift  thou  up  the  light  of 
thy  countenance  upon  us  ;"  ihat  is,  fhew  thyfelf  gra* 
cious  unto  us,  for  we  p^^^  thy  loving  kindnefs  far 
above  every  earthly  blemng :  but  in  the  aoth  and  33d 
veife,  "  to  fee  the  face  of  God,'*  imports  the  knowU 
edge  of  his  nature  or  eifence,  which  to  a  creature  is 
impoffible.  Here  even  a  Mofes  is  in  darkne&,  througk 
to  excefs  of  light :  into  this  angels  defire  to  loaK^ 
but  inftantly  mrink  back,  and  mut  their  trembling 
eyes.  But  '^  the  only  b^otten  Son.,  which  is  ia  the 
bofom  of  the  Father,  he  hath  declared  him  5"*  and 
^^the  Word  was  made  fltefh,  and  dwelt  among  us^ 
(and  we  beheld  his  glory,  the  glory  as  of  the  only  b^ 
gotten  of  the  Father)  full  of  grace  and  truth,"!  Such 
was  the  care  employed  by  Him  who  knows  what  is  ia 
man,  to  prevent  the  poffibility  of  idolatry,  aiid  to  ex- 
pofe  the  folly  of  it.  Even  Mofes  ihall  not  be  trufted 
with  any  thing  like  a  reprefentation  of  Deity }  and 
what  fo  abfurd  as  to  frame  a  iimilitude  of  what  never 
was,  never  can  be  feen  ? 

'^  The  effedual  fervent  prayer  of  a  righteous  man 
^vaileth  much,''  fays  the  apoille  James ;  and  what  a  not- 
able inftance  have  we  of  the  truth  of  this  in  the  paf-^ 
fage  before  us !  Mofes  rifes  in  his  demand;,  as  he 
fucceeds  by  fupplicating,  and  he  ftill  prevails.  Firft, 
he  pleads  that  the  prefence  of  God,  the  li^t  imd  glo- 
ry of  lirael,  might  not  be  withdrawn,  as  was  threaften- 
ed»  but  might  accompany  and  lead  them  to  their  def- 
tined  habitation.  And  lo !  God  grants  his  requeft, 
with  an  aifurance  of  peculiar  regard  and  affe£Uon  to 
himfelf,  ^'  Thou  haft  found  grace  in  my  fight,  and  I 
know  thee  by  name.''|  Upon  this  he  prefumes  tp 
aik  fome  new,  fome  fpecial  manifeftation  of  the  divine 
glory,  for  his  own  fatisfaAion  and  comfort.    This  too 

¥2  he 
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he  obtains,  in  a  promife  that  the  goodhefs  of  God,  alf 
his  goodnefs  fhould  be  made  to  pafs  before  him.'  Em- 
boldencd  by  this  fuccefs^,  he  cannot  reft-  till  he  has  ob- 
tained for  the  people  a  remiffion  of  their  ofience** 
And  he  faid,  "  If  now  !•  have  found  grace  in^  thy  fight^. 

0  Lord,  let  my  Lord,  I  pray  thee,  go  amongft  us, 
(for  it  h  a  ftiff-neeked'^  people)  and  pardon  our  iniqui- 
ty and  our  fin,  and  take  us  for  thine  inheritance.*'* 
And  behold  he  carries  this  point  alfo,  and  the  cove- 
nant is  renewed  between  God  and  Ifrael.  Let  us  fee- 
that  our  requefts  be  proper  t-o  be  granted,  and  we 
have  them  already,  before  we  make  them.  Let  us  be 
folicitous  to  obtain  fpiritual  bleffings  in  the  firft  place, 
and  the  temporal  gooi  things  >;^thrch  we  prized  not^ 
alked  not,  may  perhaps  come  unexpeded,  unfought. 
*'  Give  thy  fervant,'*  faid  Solomon,  ^^  an  nnderftand- 
ing  heart,  that  I  may  difcern  between^  good  and  bad/^ 
**  And  the  fpeech  pleafed  the  Lord,  that  Solomon  had 
aflced  this  thing.  And  God  faid  unta  him,  Becaufe 
thou  haft  alked  this  thing,  and  haft  not  afked  for  thy- 
felf  long  life,  neither  haft  aiked  riches  for  thyfelf,  nor 
haft  aflced  the  life  of  thine  enemies,  but  haft  afked  for 
thyfelf  underftanding  to  difcern  judgment:  behold, 

1  have  done  according  to  thy  words  :  lo,  T  have  giverf 
thee  a  wife  and  a«-  underftanding  heart,  fo-  that  there 
was  none  like  thee  before  thee,  neither  after  thee  ftialt 
any  arife  like  unto  thee.  And  I  have  alfo  given  thee 
that  which  thou  haft  not  afked,  both  riches  and  hon- 
our :  fo  that  there  fhall  not  be  any  amdng  the  kings 
like  unto  thee,  all  thy  days/'t 

To  enjoy  this  heavenly  vifion  of  <7// God's  goodnefs, 
as  it  pafTed  by,  Mofes  muft  again  afeend  the  mount, 
and  draw  nigh  unto  God.  He  was  going  up  as  ta 
meet  a  friend ;  but  that  almighty  friend  muft  pro- 
teft  him  from  himfelf,  as  from  hi'S  moft  formidable 
enemy.  *  ''  While  my  glory  paffeth  by,  I  will  put  thee 
in  a  clift  of  the  rock  ;  and  will  cover  thee  with  my 
hand,.v/hile  I  pafs  by.'*J  An  infpired  apoftle  tells  us 
•  '  •  that , 
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^hat  "  this  rock  was  Ghrift/"*  And  it  (heds  «  pleaf- 
ing  light  on  the  fubjed.  What  afforded  fafety  to 
■Mofes  in  thdtremendous  hour,  when  the  glory  of  God 
appeared  ?  A  clift  of  that  rock  from  whence  the  liv- 
ing ftream  iffued  forth  for  the  refreihment  of  God's 
.heritage  when  it  was  weary,  and  which  was  the  type 
,of  that  wonderful :"  Man  '^  who  is  an  hiding  place  from 
the  wind,  and  a  covert  from  .the  texnpeft  ;  as  rivers  of 
water  in  a  dry  place,;  as  the  fliadow  of  a  great  rock 
in  a  weary  land/^t  Did  Mofes  flee  thither^r  flicker, 
-did  he  forefee  his  danger,  and  .provide  a  covering  for 
Jhis  defencelefs  headi?  No,  the  refuge  was  of  God's 
providing.  "  I  will  put  thee  in  a  clift  of  the  rock.** 
,Not  human  fagacity,  but  divine  mercy  difcovers,  and 
prepares  a  retreat  for  the  mifefaWe.  Obferve  the  fol- 
id  foundation  on  which  that  man  is  efl:abliflied  who 
•refts  on  the  word  ^i  God  ;  "  thou  flialt  fl:and  upon  a 
rock/*  Remove  the  promife  of  him  who  is  faithful, 
of  him  who  h  true,  and  we  immediately  fink  into  an 
.horrible  pit,  and  fl:ick  fafl:  in  the  miry  clay ;  but "  Be- 
hold,** fays  God,  "  I  lay  in  Zion  for  a  foundation,  a 
fl:one,  a  tried  ftone,  a  precious  comer-flione,  a  fure 
foundation :  he  tliat  believeth  fliall  not  make  hs^fte.*' J 
Mofes  is  now  direfied  to  make  all  needful  prepara- 
tion for  this  important  vifit.  In  his  hafl:e  he  had 
thrown  the  two  tables,  which  contained  the  law,  on 
*the  ground,  and  had  broken  them  in  piecies  under  the 
.mount :  but  no  adt  of  man  can  difannul  the  law  of 
God.  The  lofs,  though  great,  was  not  irreparable. 
But  G(5d  will  not  entirely  repair  it,  that  Mofes  may 
have  fomewhat  to  regret  in  the  effeAs  of  his  impa- 
tience. The  former  two  tables  were  wholly  of  God — 
the  fubfl:ance,  the  form,  the  writing,  the  fubjedl ;  but 
the  lafl  mufl:  partake  of  human  ignorance  and  imper- 
fedion.  The  choice  of  the  ftione,  and  the  hewing  it 
into  form,  are  of  Mofes  ;  the  writing  and  the  words 
are  ft:ill  of  God.  And  thefe  were  the  tables  which 
were  laid  up  in  the  ark  of  the  teftimony  for  preferva- 

^  tion, 
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tioot  and  were  trauUmitted  ta  pofteriiy.  And  it  k 
thus  that  the  precious  things  of  God  are  ftiH  convey* 
ed  to  men*  The  xftfltet  is  bamaUy  the  jewel  which  it 
contains  is  divine*  ^  We  have  this  tri^ure  in  earths 
en  veifeU,  that  the  excellency  of  the  power  may  be  of 
Gody  and  not  of  us/'*  And  thus,  though  a  merciful 
God  exprefs  not  difpleafure  at  our  rafhnefs  and  foliy, 
they  become  in  the  end  their  own  puniihmentt 

Mofes  is  commanded  to  b^  ready  in  the  morning. 
The  operations  of  human  date  loiter  and  linger,  and 
feel^  to  acquire  importance  from  expe&ation  and  de« 
lay  \  but  the  movements  of  Peity  prevent  the  dawn« 
ing,  and  derive  all  their  knportance  from  themfeWes, 
Unlefs  prayer  be  followed  put  by  vigour  and  exertion, 
tnen  pray  in  vain.  One  hour  loft  in  llumber  had  ren- 
dered  ten  thoufand  petitions  fruklefs  and  ineffectual ; 
but  Mofes,  like  a  man  in  earneft,  like  ^  man  who 
knew  the  value  of  what  he  had  fo  ardently  defired,  is 
ready  betimes  ;  he  is  at  the  appointed  place  at  the  ap* 
pointed  hour  \  with  the  tablets  prepared  to  receive  the 
imprefs  of  God.  He  carried  them  with  him,  a  dead^ 
vacant,  ufelefs  lump  of  ftone  \  he  brings  them  back 
turned  into  fpirit  and  life,  clothed  with  meaning, 
ipeaking  to  the  eye,  to  the  heart,  to  the  confcieEK:e  \ 
for  if  Go4  breathe  on  dry  bpnes,  they  inftantly  livCj^ 
and  iland  up  a  great  armyr 

If  we  can  conceive  a  fituation  more  awfully  folemn 
than  another,  it  was  that  of  Mofes  on  this  occafion* 
Confider  the  itillnefs  of  the  morning,  the  elevation  of 
the  mountain,  the  pleafing  gloom  of  folitude,  the  ex- 
peflted  difplay  of  a  glory  which  he  could  not  behold 
but  as  it  departed.  Every  circumftance  is  great  and 
affefting,  but  altogether  fuitable  to  the  glory  that  fol- 
lowed :  for  "  the  Lord  defcended  in  this  cloud,  and 
ftood  with  him  there,  and  proclaimed  the  name  of  the 
Lord/'t  •  At  the  inauguration  of  kings  it  is  cuftom- 
ary  to  proclaim  their  name  and  titles,  and  to  bid  defi- 
jince  to  every  cjball^nger  or  ufurper  of  their  rights. 

♦  iTais 
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This  is  the  mere  pride  of  ftate,  the  misre  infolence  of 
poffeffion.  But  the  names  of  God  are  his  nature,  pe- 
culiar to  himfeif,  inapplicable,  incommunicable  to 
any  other.  And  mark  how  the  tide  of,  mercy  flows 
and  fwells  till  it  has  overcome  every  barrier ;  from 
*'  the  foles  of  the  feet  to  the  ancles,  from  the  ancles  to 
the  knees,  till  it  becomes  a  river,  wherein  a  man  may 
fwim  ;"  and  from  an  overflowing  river  converted  in- 
to a  boundlefs  ocean,  without  bottom,  without  fliore. 
«  The  LORD,  the  LORD  God,  merciftil  and  gra- 
cious,  long-fuffering,  and  abundant  in  goodnefs  and 
truths  keeping  mercy  for  thoyfands,  forgiving  iniqui- 
ty, and  tranfgreflion  and  fin/**  While  jufl:ice  is  con- 
fined in  one  fteady,  deep,  awful  flregw,  threatening 
<lefl;rujftion  only  to  the  impenitent  and  unbelieving  ; 
expreffed  in  thefe  awful  wordi,  "  and  that  will  by  no 
means  clear  the  guilty/' 

This  was  the  commenceiaent  of  an  insterview  ^*  which 
iafted  forty  days  and  forty  nights,'*  and  which  con- 
tained a  repetition  of  the  inftru^ions  formerly  given 
refpefting  the  tabernacle  and  its  fervice.  But  this 
merits  a  feparate  and  dift|n3;  confideration  ;  as  Uke- 
wife  does  the  alteration  of  the  externa}  appearan<:e 
of  Mofes,  on  coming  down  from  the  mount  ;  of 
which  we  mean  to  difcourfe  next  Lord's  day.  *'  Mofes 
wiil  not  that  the  ikin  of  his  i^^  fhone,  while  he  talk- 
ed with  him.  And  when  Aaron  and^  all  the  children 
of  Ifrael  faw  Moles,  behold,  the  flcin  of  his  face  flione^ 
and  they  were  afraid  to  come  nigh  him/'t' 

*  Chap,  xxxiv.  -6, 7.  f  Chap,  xzxit.  29,  30* 
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EXODUS   3fXxiv.  29,  30. 

^/^<i  //  came  to  pafs  when  Mofes  came  down  from  Mount 
Sinai  (with  the  two  tables  of  tejlimony  in  Mofes* 5 
handy  when  he  came  down  from  the  mount)  that  Mo^^ 
fes  wifi  not  that  the  fkin  of  his  face  fhone^  while  hit 
talked  with  him.  And  when  Aaron  and  all  the  chil^ 
dren  of  Ifraelfaw  Mofes  y  behold^  the  fkin  of  his  face 
JhonCy  and  they  were  afraid  to  come  nigh  him* 

■ 

1  HE  fun,  the  great  light  of  the  natural  world,  com- 
municates to  all  bodies  a  portion  of  his  own  fplendour, 
and  thereby  confers  upon  them  whatever  liiftre  they 
poffefs.  In  his  abfence,  all  things  affume  the  fame 
difmal  fable  hue.  The  verdure  of  the  meadow ;  the 
varied  glory  of  the  garden;  the  brightnefs  of  the; 
moon^s  rcfplendent  orb ;  the  fwe^  attractions  of  "  the 
human  face  divine,*'  pronounce  in  fo  many  different 
forms  of  expreffion,  "  The  light  of  yonder  celeftial 
globe  has  arifen  upon  me :  if  I  have  any  beauty  or 
lovelinefs,  with  him  it  comes,  and  with  him  it  de-^ 
parts."  The  whole  order  and  fyftem  of  nature  is  de- 
Cgned  to  be  a  conftant  witnefs  to  the  God  of  grace — - 
"  the  true  light  which  enlighteneth  every  man  that 
cometh  into  the  world/*  If  there  be  in  angels  any 
beauty  of  holinefs,  any  fervour  of  love,  any  elevation 
of  wifdom,  any  excellency  of  ftrength  ;  if  there  be  in 
jiian  any  bowels  of  mercies,  any  Idndnefs  of  affedlion, 
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jany  gentlenefs  of  fpirit,  any  endearment  of  charity, 
any  humblenefs  of  mind,  any  meeknefs,  patience, 
long-fuffering,  it  is  a  glory  refleftedfrom ''  the  Father 
of  lights/'  It  neither ^xifts  nor  can  be  feen,  but  a3 
it  is  fupplied  and  difcoyered  by  the,  eternal  Source  of 
light  and  joy.  Say  to  that  tulip,  at  the  gloomy  folftice 
of  the  year,  or  at  the  dulky  midnight  hour^  "  Array 
thyfelf  in  all  thofe  beautiful  tints  ot  thine  wherewith 
thou  charmeft  the  eye  of  every  beholder  ;**  it  hear^ 
thee  not,  it  exhibits  no  colour  but  one.  .  But  with  th^ 
return  of  the  vernal  breeze,  and  the  genial  influent^ 
of  the  fun,  and  the  moment  the  dawning  ha^arifen 
upon  it,  unbidden,  i^nobferved,  it  puts  on  its  beautiful 
garments,  and  flands  inflantly  clothed  in  all  the  frefhr 
nefs  of  the  fpring.  Why  is  that  face  clouded  with  fort- 
row,  why  grovels  that  fpirit  in  the  duft,  why  lack^ 
ithat  heart  the  glow  of  benevolence,  the  meltings  of 
fympathy  ?  The  genial  current  of  the  foul  is  frozen 
up,  it  is  the  dreary  winter  feafon  of  grace^  The  fun, 
the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs  has  withdraivn ;  but,  lo,  afr 
ter  a  little  while,  the  winter  is  paft,  cheerful  fpring 
returns,  the  voice  of  joy  and  gladnef$  is  heard, 
^'  Arife^  fhine,  for  thy  light  is  copie,  and  the  glpry  of 
the  Lord  is  rifen  upon  thee.*'  * , 

We  naturally  affume  the  tone  of  thofe  with  whom 
we  frequently  converfe,  and  whom  we  dearly  love, 
*'  He  who  \yalketh  with  wife  men  fhall  become  wife ; 
but  the  companion  of  fools  fhall  be  deftroyed.**  At 
the  focial,  friendly  banquet,  the  eye  fparkles  with  Atr 
light,  the  heart,  expands,  the  brow  is  fmoothed,  the 
tongue  is  infpired  by  the  law  of  kindnefs ;  every  look 
is  the-  reception. or  communication  of  pleafure.  h\, 
the  houfe  of  mourning,  we  fpeedily  feel  ourfelves  in 
unifon  with  the  afflifl:ed ;  our  eyes  ftand  correfted, 
our  words  are  few,  our  heads  droop.  In  the  cell  of 
melancholy,  the  blood  runs  cold,  the  features  relax, 
our  powers  of  thought  and  refl^ftion  are  fufpended,  |||K 
with  thofe  of  the  moping  wretches  whofe  mifery  we      ^^ 

deplore, 
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deplore.  What  wonder  then  if  Mofes  defcending 
from  the  mount,  after  forty  dap  famiiiar  intercoorfe 
with  ^*  the  Lord  God,  merdfu}  and  gracious/'  had  not 
the  appearance  of  an  ordinary  man  ;  that  h»  had  ac«^ 
quired  a  luftre  not  his  own !  ^^  He  was  there  with  the 
Lord  forty  days  and  forty  nights ;  he  did  neither  eac 
bread  nor  drink  water/*  "* 

What  a  fttblime  idea  does  this  fitggeft  of  covnxsin^ 
nion  with  God  \  What  created  ei^oym^U  bai$  not  loft 
its  relifh  in  a  much  Ihorter  fpace !   What  powers  of 
unaififted  nature  could  have  fo  long  fuftained  th^ 
want  of  aliment !  No  one  thing  in  a  more  humiliating 
manner  teaches  us  our  frailty  and  dependsence,  thasn 
the  ccmftant  neceifity  of  recurring  to  the  grofier  ejk- 
ments  for  fupport*    Man^  the  lord  of  this  lower  worid» 
muft,  with  the  fubjed  tribes^  and  in  a  much  greater 
proportion  than  many  of  tbem,  pafs  a  very  confidera^ 
Die  portion  of  his  e^ftence  in  a  itate  of  unconfciouf- 
nefs  2md  infenfibility  during  the  hours  of  deep :  he 
muft  purchafe  with  the  fu^nilon  of  his  reafon>  dur- 
ing a  third  p«irt  of  bis  being,  the  exercife  of  it  during 
the  other  two*    The  haj^mefs  of  an  immortal  being 
is»  oftener  than  cmc^  in  a  day,  fubjeded  to  a  little 
bread  that  perifheth ;    the  fpirit,  however  wilting, 
quickly  feels  the  oppreffive  weight  of  a  body  frail  and 
infirift.    But  behold  the  triumph  ci  the  fpirit  oyer 
the  fieS) ;   or  rather,  the  power  and  grace  of  God>, 
which,  voucbfafing  in  geileral  ta  employ  n^ans,  calf 
upon  us  diligently  to  ufe  them ;  but  which,  fometxmes 
negleding  thefe,  and  conveying  immediate  fupplies 
and  fupport,  lead  us  at  once  to  Him  who  worketh  all 
things  after  the  counfel  of  his  own  wiU»" 

Mofes  defcends,  not  with  impaired,  but  with  re» 
cruited  ftrength  j  ftrcngth,  whidi,  to  the  end  of  life, 
never  more  abated :  not  with  a  funk,  darkened,  extin^r 
guiflicd  eye  j  but  an  eye,  which,  having  feen  God, 
never  afterwards  became  dim :  not  with  a  vi&ge'pale 
and  emaciated  from  a  £ifi  of  forty  days ;  but  with  a 

countenance 


icoqiiteKwice  that  dazsled  the  eyes  of  every  beholder. 
What  a  glorious  creature  is  $he  friend  of  God  i  "  Lo, 
O  Lordy  they  that  are  far  from  ithee  ihall  perifh,  but 
JLt  is  good  for  me  to  draw  nigh  unto  God/'  When 
Mofes  di^ended  before^  he  was  clothed  in  juft  rcfent^ 
Inent  and  pUfple;sifure^  he  came  a  miBifter  of  ven- 
geance,  and  ail  ifrae}  trembled  as  he  iirowned ;  he 
now  returns  with  the  covenaxit  renewed,  the  tables  of 
the  law  reftoredy  a  meflenger  of  peace,  and  yet  the 
}uitre  of  his  appearance  is  JAtokrable.  What  muft 
the  gr4sat  JEHOVAH  be  in  his  own  gtory,  when  re- 
flefted,  imparted  glory— glory  communicated  to  a 
creature,  thus  intimidates  and  aftoniihes  \  How  dread- 
ful the  gjory  of  wrath  and  fiery  indignation,  when  the 
jglory  o|  infinite  goodnefs  we  are  not  able  ftediaftly 
ito  behold! 

Mofes  defcended  ithe  firfl:  time,  with  the  tables  in 
their  original  (late,  jaltogether  of  God ;  and  in  his 
hafte  he  effaced  and  deftiroyed  them :  but  we  read  of 
no  attempt  4o  coitejQ  the  fcattered  fragment^  and  to 
re-unite  them^  jSuperftition  might  have  made  an  im^ 
proper  ufe  of  what  could  not  be  diftin£)tly  read,  and^ 
of  confequence,  but  partially  lu^erftood ;  and  true 
piety  will  feek  fome  fprer  rgJe  of  faith  and  condud), 
jbme  more  powerful  afiiftajiit  in  derotion,  than  the 
fcattered  finvers  of  even  a  fapphire  from  the  throne 
of  God..  Jt  has  been  wofully  d^monftrated  to  be  an 
eafy  matter  to  mar  the  work  of  God^  Adam  defaced 
the  divine  image  in  his  own  perfon^  by  one  wilful 
traufgrpffioru  Mofes  cancelled  tt>e  h^d  writing  of 
prdinances,  in  one  rafii  moment ;  and  every  thought* 
lefs  tranfgreflbr  is  pulling  down,  in  his  own  perfon, 
a  fabrk  of  God'^  rearing.^  But  all  the  powers  of 
nature  united,  are  incapable  of  rebuilding  that  temple, 
of  renewing  that  i!?riting,  of  reftoring  that  image. 
He  who  in  the  beginning  *^  commanded  light  to  fliine 
out  of  darknefs,**  alone  can  relumine  the  extinguiihed 
life  of  God  in  the  foul.  The  hand  which  at  firft 
cr^at^d  mjari  opt  of  "  ^\xQi  of  the  ground,'*  alone  can 
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form  of  the  dead  in  tre^affes  and  fins,>1  a  new  crea^ 
ture- in  Chrift  Jefus  unto  good  •  works."     And  what 
was  afterwards  laid  up  in  the  holy  place,  and  preferv- 
jed  while  the  tabernacle  remained  ?  Not  that  which 
came  pure  and  perfeft  from  the  hands  of  the  Creator, 
hut  that  which  God,  by  aa  aft  of  grace  and  the  in- 
tervention of  a  Mediator,   recovered.     Thus  "  the 
general  affembly  and  church  of  the  firft-born  written 
in  heaven,**  is  not  compofed  of  men  that  never  ,"  left 
their  firft  eftate,'*  but  of  "  juft  meii  made  perfeft ; -*  not 
of  creatures  like  Adam,  in  a  ftate  of  innocence,  but  of 
/creatures  redeemed  by  the  blood  of  the  Son  of  God  ; 
."juftified  by  the  redemption  that  is  in  Cbrift  Jefus,'*^ 
and  fanfitified  by  the  Spirit  of  the  living  God.     Let 
ps  not,  then,  regret  the  lofs  of  an  earthly  paradife, 
nor  the  deftruftion  of  the  image  of  a  changeable^ 
though  pe^rfed  creature,  while,  through  grace,  we 
may  regain  the  paradife  of  God,  and  be  fafhioned  ia 
tody  and  in  fpirit  like  unto  our  glorious  Redeemer. 
Mofes  has  acquired  a  glory,  on  the  nK)unt,  which 
he  is  not  confcioug  of.     '^  He  wift  not  that  the  Ikin  of 
his  face  ihone,  while  he  talked  with  him.***     The 
choiceft  of  God*8  gifts,  and  humility  is  one  of  the 
taoft  precious,  come  not  with  obfervation,  announce 
not  their  approach,  are  not  firft  vifible  to  the.poffef- 
for^     But  it  is  impoflible  to  converfe  much  with  God, 
without  appearing  more  glorious  in  the  eyes  of  men. 
Has  a  man  been  in  the  mount  with  God  ?  He  needeth 
liot.  to  found  a  trumpet  before  him,  to  proclaim  from 
whence  he  has  come ;  he  has  but  to  (hew  himfelf, 
and  the  evidence  of  it  will  appear.     That  man  has 
been  in  the  mount  with  God.     What  are  the  figns  of 
it  ?  Is  he  oftentatious,  fetf-fufficient  ?  Is  he  eager  to 
talk  of  his  attaiuments,  to  exhibit  the  Ihining  of  his 
face,  to  abafli  and  confound  a  lefs  favoured  brother  ? 
lie  is  not  like  Mofes,  he  has  not  been  with  the  God  of 
Mofes,  his  pretenfions  are  vain.     That  man  has^been 
\VL  the  mount  with  God* .   How  does  it:  appear  ?  Is  he 
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gloomy  and  fullen^  barfh  and  uncharitable  ?  Is  his 
tongue  filled  with  anatheittas  ?  Flaflies  his  eye  iieftruc- 
tion  on  mankind?  He  is  a  liar  and  an  impoftor,  be- 
'  lieve  him  not  ^  he  is  not  come  do\s[n  from  the  God 
of  the  law,  from  the  God  of  the  gofpel,  from  the 
relenting  Father  of  Ifrael,  from  the  compafSonate  Fa- 
ther of  the  human  race :  No,  he  has  been  converfmg 
with,  he  has  afcended  from  the  malignant  enemy  of 
God  and  man  :  by  his  fpirit  you  may  know  who  he  is^ 
Pretenders  are  at  as  much  pains  to  difplay  the  luf- 
tre  of  their  outfide,  as  Mofes  was  to  conceal  his.  By 
this  then  you  fliall  try  and  know  yourfelves,  and  form 
your  judgment  of  others-  Does  a  man  iffue  forth  from 
his  clofet,  return  from  the  temple,  retire  from  the 
Lord's  table,  with  bis  temper  fweetened,  his  heart  en- 
larged, with  the  law  of  kindneft  on  his  tongue,  with 
the  tear  of  compafliort,  or  the  luftre  of  benevolence 
in  his  eye  ?  Is  he,  like  Mofes,  more  attentive  to  the 
condition^  neceffities  and  inftru^ion  of  others,  than 
earneft  to  blaze  abroad  his  own  excellencies,  in  order 
to  obtain  reputation  for  himfelf  ?  How  glorioufly  does^ 
fuch  an  one  fliine  in  the  eyes  of  men  :  but  that  is 
nothing,  how  glorioufly  does  he  fhine  in  the  eyes  of 
God !  And  that  is  true  glory  which  God  fees  to  be 
fuch. 

**  The  face  of  Mofes  fhone  and  they  were  afraid  ta 
,come  nigh  him.***  ,  Of  what  importance  is  it  to  in-^ 
quire,  at  what  particular*  moment,  and  through  what 
particular  m^edium,  this  Angular  appearance  was  pro- 
duced ?  Is  it  not  fuijHcient  for  me,  that  I  fee  the  fruft 
haftening  to  its  maturity,  though  the  commencement 
and  progrefs  of  vegetation  efcape  me  ?  I  Idok  up  andtHi^ 
"  behold  the  face  of  the  fun,*'  and  draw  comfort  fronli 
his  beams,  though  the  difcriminating  inftant  of  dar^* 
tiefs  and  the  dawning  was  too  fine  for  my  perceptio: 
Let  me  be  able  to  fay,  with  the  man  reftored  to  figh^ 
*^  One  thing  I  know,  that  whereas  I  was  blind,  now 
fee,"|  and  I  Ihall  leave  to  others  a  minute  inquiry  in- 
to 

*  Verfe  30.  f  John  ix.  25. . 
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to  the  p^rocefs  of  the  cure.  Shew  me  a  man  fiimmg 
m  the  beauty  of  holinefs ;  a  man  really  changed  in 
heart  and  in  life,  and  I  will  not  trouble  him  to  tell 
me,  what  perha^  he  does  not  know,  and  therefore 
cannot  declare,--^at  what  place,  by  means  of  what 
l^eacher,  or  by  what  difpenfation  of  Providence,  the 
important  change  paffed  upon  him* 

A  truly  good  man  h  among  the  firft  lo  difcover^ 
to  acknowledge  and  to  corre6:  his  own  errors  and  im-* 
perfe^ionft  ^  but  humility  fpreads  the  veil  which  con- 
ceals hi$  good  qualities  firfl  over  his  own  eyes,  and 
he  is  among  the  kft  to  difcern  the  fpiendour  which 
confounds  othersw  What  a  powerful  charm  is  there ' 
in  undiflembled  goodnefo,  when  the  wicked  themfelve* 
are  conftrained  to  venerate  and  to'  approve  it,  eveft 
while  k  condemns  them. 

Befide»  the  inilance  in  the  text,  fcriptnre  has  fur« 
nlfhed  us  wich  at  lead  another,  and  a  moft  illuitrioua^ 
one,  in  the  hiftory  of  Stephen,  the  firffi  martyr  to? 
chriftianity,  after  its  divine  Author.  An  enraged 
multitdde,  blood-thirfty  accufers  and  a  partial  tribunal 
feer  therftfelves  awed  into  a  temporary  reverence  j 
their  fory  ftand«  fufpended  while  they  behold  him* 
^'  All  that  fat  in  the  coundJ,  looking  ftedfeiftly  on  him^ 
faw  his  face  as  it  had  been  the  face  of  an  angel/*  ** 
But  there  is  a  greater  than  even  this  upon  record,^ 
The  band  which  broke  into  the  garden,  with  their 
officers,  under  the  commifllbn  of  the  chief  priefts, 
and  headed  by  the  traitor,  to  apprehend  Jefus  of  Naz- 
flireth,  were  fp  ftrack  with  an  inexpreffible  fomething 
in  his  prefence  and  addrefs,  *'  that  they  went  backward 
,and  fell  to  the  ground/' f 

But  what  madelfrael  to  (hrink  from  the  prefence  of 
their  gracious  leader,  interceffor  and  friend  ?  What 

fiuW  render  the  prefence  of  his  affedionate  brother 
rmidable  to  Aaron  ?  That  which  drove  the  firft 
tranfgreflbr  to  ^'  hide  himfelf  from  the  prefence  of  the 
XrOrd  God/'     It  is  confcidnce  that  makes  cowards  of 

all 

*  Aas  vi.  15.  f  Jg13  xviii.  6. 


all  men ;  it  is  coixfcience  that  converts  the  ruftling  of 
a  leaf,  the  fhaking  of  a  bulrufii,  into  a  fpedre  frovck 
the  grave,  or  a  flaming  minifter  from  heavien  to  exe» 
cute  vengeance.     Under  the  awfiil  terrors  of  divine 

irlory,  they  had  lately  entreated,  faying,  **  Let  Mofes 
peak  to  us, and  we  will  hear ;"  but  now,  even  the  look 
of  Mofes,  though  he  fay  nothing,  is  too  much  for  a 
guilty  people  to  bear.  Alas,  how  little  do  men  refied^ 
when  engaged  in  criminal  purfuits,  that  the  pleafures 
of  fin  in  which  they  riot,  are  one  day  to  become  hid- 
eous ghofts  to  diflurb  their  repcie^  to  fc^re  the  imag-^ 
ination,  to  harrow  up  the  foul,  to  accuie  them  at  the 
tribunal  of  God,  to  be  (heir  tormentors  forever. 

Mofes,  confcious  of  good  will  to  all,  ex^ti^  in 
the  thought  of  having  procured  pardon  and  reconcil- 
iation for  them,  but  unconfcious  of  the  change  which^ 
had  pa0ed  upon  his  own  perfon,  obferves  with  con- 
cern and  furprife  that  every  one  avoided  him.  At 
length  he  difcovers  the  brightnefs  of  his  own  coun- 
tenance refleded  from  their  gnilty,  blufhing  fore- 
heads ;  and  by  words  of  kindnefs  encourages  them 
to  return,  whom  the  terror  of  his  looks  bad  difmay-^ 
ed  and  put  to  flights  We  then  fmd  him,  with  .the 
condefceniion  of  true  goodnefs,  accommodating  him" 
lelf  to  the  circumftances  of  the  people  whom  he  was 
appointed  to  inilrud.  Intercourfe  with  Heaven'  has 
Taifed  him  to  a  higher  pitch  of  exaltation ;  guilt  and 
fear  have  degraded  them :  but  love  levels  the  moun- 
tains, and  fills  up  the  vallies  of  feparation.  The  in- 
terpofition  of  a  veil  reduces  him  to  their  ftandard,  be- 
caufe  the  confidence  of  innocence  raifed  them  not  ta 
his.  The  law  of  God  muft  be  taught  to  the  people^ 
though  the  teacher  is  become  more  glorious,  'fhis  is 
a  plain  and  ftriking  leffon  to  aQ  who  undertake  to  in- 
ftruft  others.  It  is  a  wretched  ambition  merely  to 
fhine.  The  great  aim  of  a  teacher  ihould  be  to  com- 
municate  knowledge ;  and  he  ihews  himfelf  t9  be. 
poffelTed  of  moft,  who  knows  befl  how  to  convey  it  to 
others.     He  is  the  truly  rich  man>  who,  by  the  prop- 
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er  ufe  of  his  wealth,  aiCfts  in  making  many  rich  ;  not 
he  who  poflefTeS'  a  vaft  board  which  he  knows  not  how 
to  enjoy ;  nor  he  who  makes  an  oftentatious  difplay^ 
of  riches,  merely  to  infult  his  poorer  neighbour.  And 
he  who  fpestks  three  words  in  a  known  language,  to 
the  edification  of  the  hearerj  has  more  real' learning 
than  the  babbler  of  .ten  thoufand,  in  a  language  which 
so  one  underft^tnds. 

*'  Tin  he  had  done  fpeaking,"  then,  •*  Mofes  put  a 
veil  dn  his  face  j*'*  fo  that  the  found  of  his  voice 
might  be  heard,  while  the  terrifying  luftre  of  his  face 
was  obfcured*  But  this  was  not  merely  an  incident-- 
al  circumftance,  arifing  out  of  the  occafion,  and  done 
ivvay  with  it ;  but  was  defigned,  in  providence,  to  be 
a  fymbolical  reprefentation  of  the  whole  Mofaic  dif- 
penfation  ;  which  was  nothing  elfe  but  the  gofpel  un- 
der a  veil-  That  this  is  not  a  fanciful  conjedure,  we 
appeal  to  the  great  apoftle  of  the  Gentiles,  who  has^ 
removed  the  veil,  and  difcovered  the  hidden  glory 
which  lies  under  it,  and  thus  writes,  "  Not  that  we^*- 
meaning  the  apoflles  of  the  Lord  Jefus  under  the 
New  Teftament,  *'  not  that  we  are  fufEcient  of  our-: 
feh^es  to  think  any  thing  as  of  ourfelves  :  but  our 
fufficiency  is  of  God.  Who  alfo  hath  made  us  able 
minifters  of  th6  New  Teftament,  not  of  the  the  lettery 
but  of  the  fpirit":  for  the  letter  killeth,  but  the  fpirit 
giveth  life.  But  if  the  miniftration  of  death,  written 
and  engraven  in  ftones,  was  glorious,  fo  that  the 
children  of  Ifrael  could  not  ftedfaftly  behold  the  face 
of  Mofes,  for  the  glory  of  his  countenance,  which 
glory  was  to  be  done  away,  how  fhall  not  the  miniftra- 
tion of  the  fpirit  be  rather  gdorious  ?  For  if  the  minif- 
tration of  condemnation  be  glory,  much  more  doth 
the  miniftratiort  of  righteoufnefs  exceed  in  glory. 
For  even  that  which  was  made  glorious,  had  no  glo- 
ry in  this  refped,  by  reafon  of  the  glory  that  ex- 
celleth.  For  if  chat  which  is  done  away  was  glorious, 
much  more  that  which  remaineth  is  glorious.    Seeing 

then' 
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then  that  we  have  fuch  hope,  we  ufe  great  plainnefs  of 
fpeech.  And  not  as  Mofes,  which  put  a  veil  over  his 
face,  that  the  children  of  Ifrael  could  not  ftedfaftly 
look  to  the  end  of  that  which  is  abolifhed*  But  their 
minds  were  blinded  ;  for  until  this  day  remaineth  the 
fame  veil  untaken  away,  in  the  reading  of  the  Old 
Teftament ;  which  veil  is  done  away  4n  Chrift. 
But  even  unto  this  day  when  Mofes  is  read,  the  veil 
is  upon  their  heart.  Neverthelefs,  when  it  Ihall  turn 
to  the  Lord,  the  veil  fhall  be  taken  away/'  * 

From  the  days  of  Mofes  down  to  thofe  of  Paul, 
and  by  Paul  himfelf,  in  the  days  of  his  ignorance, 
Mofes  was  heard  and  read  with  the  veil  over  his  face  ; 
was  underftood  in  the  letter,  not  in  the  fpirit ;  and 
even  after  the  veil  was  done  away  in  Chrift,  who  is 
*>  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteoufnefs  ;'*  after  the 
types  were  explained,  the  prediftions  accomplifhed, 
and  the  great  prophet  of  the  Jews  had  brought  all 
his  glory,  and  laid  it  at  the  feet  of  the  great  Apoftle 
and  High  Prieft  of  our  profeffion,  ftill  the  people  who 
had  the  beft  means  of  information,  who  had  the  pow- 
er of  comparing  fpiritual  things  with  fpiritual,  read 
them,  and  continue  to  read  them  to  this  day,  under 
the  power  of  paffion  and  prejudice.  And  he  who 
fees  in  Mofes,  and  the  other  writings  of  the  Old  Tef- 
tament, nothing  but  the  hiftories  of  certain  events 
long  fince  paft,  and  confined  in  their  operation  and 
effeft  to  a  particular  diftrid  j  nothing  but  the  relig- 
ious ufages  and  ceremonies  pradifed  by  a  particular 
people,  that  man  looks  with  a  bandage  upon  his  eyes, 
underftands  not  what  he  reads,  and  therefore  cannot 
profit.  * 

There  is  a  gracious  intimation  in  the  paffage  we 
have  juft  now  quoted,  that  a  period  is  approaching 
when  Ifrael  too  Ihall  turn  unto  the  Lord ;  when  the 
veil  fhall  be  taken  away,  and  Mofes,  in  whom  they 
trufted,  fhall  be  feen  without  a  covering ;  and  *'  if 
the  cafting  away  of  them  be  the  reconciling  of  the 
Vol.  IV.  G  wprld, 
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world,  what  (hall  the  receiving  of  them  be  but  life 
from  the  dead  ?"  * 

What  glorious  vieWs  of  God,  of  his  providence,  of 
his  grace,  does  the  goipel  difclofe  !  The  Gentile 
nations  behold  their  admifiion  into  the  family  of  .God, 
and  their  privileges,  as  his  children,  in  the  promifes 
which  were  made  to  Abraham  and  his  feed.  And  the 
Jews  will  in  time  difcover  the  intention,  and  defign  of 
their  political  and  religious  eftabliftment,  in  the  na-^ 
ture,  duration  and  extent  o£  the  Redeemer's  kingdom; 
when  **  Ifrael  alfo  (hall  be  faved  :'*  as  it  is  written, 
"  There  (halL  come  out  of  Sion  the  Deliverer,  and 
fliall  turn  away  ungodlinefs  from  JacobJ^t 

Human  frailty  rendered  the  interpc^lion  of  a  veil 
neceifary  between  Mo(es  and  the  people  ;  becaufe 
*'  they  could  not  look  (ledfaftly  to  the  end  of  that 
which  is  aboli(hed  ;"  but  when  Mofes  went  into  the 
tabernacle,  to  converfe  with  God,  a  veil  to  cover  his 
face  being  unneceffary,  it  was  laid  zfide^ 

It  is  natural  to  hold  out  our  mod:  favourable  ap*^ 
pearance  to  men,  to  catch  at  their  good  opinion,  to 
fecure  their  approbation ;.  but  we  fee  in  Mbfes  a  mind 
intent  only  upon  ufefulnefs.  He  joyfully  gives  up 
a  little  fame,  for  the  fake  of  doing  much  good.  i£ 
the  church  of  God  be  enlightened,  what  is  it  to  him 
that  he  hiioafelf  is  a  little  c3)fcured  ?  His  luflre  is  to^ 
illuminate  Krael.  Vain  glory  always  defeats  the  pur- 
pofe  which  it  had  formed ;  humility  as  certainly  gains 
the  point  at  which  it  aimed  not.  Who  does  not  ef- 
teem  Mofes^  modeftly  (hrouded  in  a  veil,  infinitely 
more  than  all  the  {ioquacious  boaflers  and  exhibitors 
of  themfelves  that  ever  exifted  ?  Mofes,  in  talking 
with  the  people,  employed  a  veil,  notasamaikto 
infmuate  a  falfe  idea  of  what  he  was  not,,  but  to  con- 
ceal the  real  excellency  which  he  had ;  unlike  the  hy- 
pocrify  and  difguife  of  the  world  ;  and,  to  ufe  difguife 
with  God  he  knew  would  be  impious,  profane  and  un- 
availing.    We  find  him  changing  his  appearance,  as 

tho 
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the  occafion  required.  This  was  not,  in  him,  verfa- 
tility  and  addrefs,  a  cunning  accommodation  to  cir*  | 

cumftances  for  felfifh  ends ;  but  the  compliance  of 
wifdom  and  neceffity,  in  order  to  be  more  extenfively 
ufefuL  Thus  Paul  ^^  became  all  things  to  all  men, 
that  he  might  gain  fome.'*  And,  for  the  fame  reafon, 
a  greater  than  Mofes,  a  greater  than  Paul,  difdained 
not  the  feftivity  of  a  marriage  folemnity  ;  refufed  not 
the  invitation  of  one  ruler,  nor  rejefted  the  vilit  of 
another  ;  abhorred  not  to  eat  with  publicans  and  fin- 
ners,  if  by  any  means  the  ignorant  might  be  inftruft- 
ed,  the  proud  and  felfifh  checked  and  reproved,  the 
modefl  encouraged,  and  the  mourner  comforted. 

At  the  firft  defcent  of  Mofes  from  the  mount,  we 
fee  the  glory  of  a  man  zealous  for  God :  at  his  fec- 
ond,  the  glory  of  a  man  owned  and  honoured  of 
God ;  "  the  fkin  of  his  face  fhining.**  But  at  his 
appearance  many  days  afterwards  on  Tabor,  we  be- 
hold a  faint,  from  the  world  of  blifs^  altogether  glo- 
rious. Such  is  the  bleffed  eflfed  of  being  with  God 
and  "  feeing  him  as  he  is,'*  not  for  -forty  days  only, 
but  during  a  feries  of  ages.  And  what  muil  it  then 
be,  to  **  be  ever  with  the  Lord,**  to  glorify  God,  and 
to  be  glorified  of  him  **  in  body  and  fpirit  which  are 
the  Lord's  ?**  And  why  was  Mofes  again  exhibit- 
ed on  the  mount  of  transfiguration  ?  Wherefore 
again  difplayed  in  glory  ?  Again  to  put  a  veil  upon 
his  face,  to  empty  himfelf,  and  to  depofit  his  glory  at 
the  feet  of  Him  in  whofe  light  and  likenefs  he  fhone 
— ^To  talk  with  Jefus  **  concerning  the  deceafe  he 
fhould  accomplifh  at  Jerufalem.** 

The  Jewifh  Rabbins  pretend  to  account  for  the  un- 
abated vigour,  the  tmfading  luftre  of  the  latter  years 
of  the  life  of  Mofes,  from  thefe  very  circumflances. 
The  eye,  fay  they,  which  had  endured  the  fight  of 
God,  could  not  become  dim  :  the  natural  flrength 
which  fupported  a  fall  of  forty  days,  could  not  fink 
under  any  future  decay. . 

G  2  — Chriflian, 
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— Chrlftian,  confider  Mofes,  the  man  ofGodjiiri 
veiled  with  luftre  which  dazzled  the  eye  of  every  be- 
holder, and  which  length  of  time  could  not  impair, 
and  refleft,  to  what  a  height  of  glory  communion 
with  God  can  raife  a  fallen  creature  ;.  and  afpire  after 
a  participation  of  that  grace  which  adorned  him.  The 
glory  of  his  perfon  was  a  rare  and  fingular  attainment ; 
but  that  of  his  fpirit  may  be  imitated  and  attained  by 
all-  His  piety,  refignatien  and  obedience ;  his  meek- 
nefs,  gentlenefs  and  companion,  prefent  ambble  pat- 
terns, and  they  are  the  ornaments  fuited  to  your  pref- 
ent ftate.  It  is  given  but  to  a  favoured  few  to  exhib- 
it heroic  virtue,  to  perform  fplendid  aftions,  to  ac- 
quire extenfive  reputation  ;  but  none  is  excluded  from 
the  honour  of^fimple  modeft  worth,  of  habitual  benef- 
icence, of  honeft  fame.  And  thofe  are  the  moft  val- 
uable and  folid  acquifitions,  which  "  are  in  the  fight  of 
God  of  great  price.*'  ' 

— ^Steady  and  petfevering  intercourfe  with  Heaven 
will  infallibly  transform  the  whole  man  into  the  im- 
age of  God.  The  very  exterior  will  be  meliorated 
and  improved,  and  the  world  itfelf  will  **  take  knowl-~ 
edge"  of  the  difciple  who  "  has  been  with  Jefus.'* 
The  exerciffes  of  the  clofet  will  be  feen  and  felt  in  the 
ferenity  of  the  countenance,  the  kindnefs  of  the  eye^.^ 
the  melody  of  the  voice,  the  affability  and  graciouf- 
nefs  of  the  whole  deportment.  "  Let  your  light  fa 
fhine  before  men,  that  they  may  fee  your  good  works,, 
and  glorify  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven."* 

— ^The  time  is  at  hand  when  the  glory  which  irradi» 
ated  the  face  of  Mofes  fliall  be  imparted  to  the  whole- 
company  of  the  redeemed  ;  when  the  name  of  God 
and  the  Lamb  (hall  fliine  in  every  forehead.  Behold^ 
and  wonder,  behold,  and  rejoice  in  hope  of  the  glory 
of  God,  "  A  woman  clothed  with  the  fun,  and  the 
moon  under  her  feet,  and  upon  her  head  a  crown  of 
twelve  ftars."!     ^^  They  that  be  wife,  fhall  fhine  as , 

the 

*  Mat.  T.  16.  f  Rev.  xii.  i. 


Lect.  VI.  Hi/iery  of  Mofes.  93 

the  brightnefs  of  the  firmament,  and  they  that  turn 
many  to  righteoufnefs,  as  the  ftars  for  ever  and  ever."* 
**  The  Lord  God  is  a  fun  and  Ihield  :  the  Lord  will 
give  grace  and  glory :  no  good  thing  will  he  with- 
hold from  them  that  walk  uprightly/'t 

*  Daniel  xii,  3*  f  Pfalm  Ixxxiv.  i;.. 
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LECTURE     VII. 
EXODUS  xxidx.  42,. 43. 

According  to  all  that  the  Lord  commanded  Mofes^  fo  the 
children  of  Ifrael  made  all  the  work.  And  Mofes  did 
look  upon  all  the  work^  and  behold^  they  had  done  it  as 
the  Lord  had  commanded^  even  fo  bad  they  done  it : 
And  Mofes  bleffed  them. 

If  reafon  were  to  maintain  its  full  dominion  in  man, 
were  the  fenfes  perpetually  under  the  control  of  the 
mind,  a  motive  to  religion  would  be  continually  fup^ 
plied  from  the  natural  impulfe  of  a  grateful  and  aflfec* 
tionate  heart.  The  vaft  umverfe  would  become  one 
great  temple  5  every  pebble,  every  plant,  every  ftar 
would  be  ^  witnefs  for  God  ;  and  the  heaven-born 
fpirit  would  arife  on  the  wing  of  every  bird,  of  every 
breeze  of  air,  to  its  glorious  Author.  But  man,  de- 
graded by  fin,  blinded  by  paffion,  involved  in  error ; 
man,  imps^red  in  underftanding,  grovelling  m  affec- 
tion, in  captivity  to  fenf?,  needs  to  be  frequently  ad- 
moniflied  of  his  obligation  to,  and  dependence  upon 
God,  his  Creator  and  Preferver.  He  needs  forms,  and 
feafons,  and  places  of  worfhip  ;  the  heart  muft  be  ap- 
proached through  the  channels  of  fenfe  ;  and  our  ac- 
quaintance with  the  Father  of  fpirits  muft  be  preferv- 
ed,  by  means  of  things  feen  and  temporal.  Hence  a 
fabbatbj  a  tabernacle,  a  temple ;  facrifices,  facraments, 

fermons. 
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fermons,  are  tht  mftitation  of  Heaven  j  are  the  ordi- 
jiaaces  of  Him  '^  who  knows  what  is  in  man/'  and 
"Virbztis  nece&ry  to*  man* 

Itis  cafy  to  conceive  what  the  worM  would  be,  det 
titute  of  the  modes  and  offices  of  reMgion,  when  we 
^onfider  wha£  men  are,  with  the  advantage  of  ^^  line 
upon  UnCy  precept  upon  precept,'*  revelation  upon 
Tcvelation*  The  religious  ceremonies  and  fervices  in 
'»fe  among  aitcient  nations,  whatever  were  their  ori^ 
gin,  become  rcfjpedable  in  our  eyes,  merely  from 
their  antiqui^  :  but  when  to  antiquity  is  fuperadded 
-divine  author^  ;  when  we  beliold  the  great  JEHO- 
VAH conde£cending  to  defcribe  and  to  appoint  the 
Txtes  of  hrs  own  woriSitp,  te  «d)ihit  a  model  of  all  the 
inftrutnents  t©  be  employed  in  Iris  fervice,  we  feel 
fomething  more  than  re^eft^  we  are  nlkd  with  ven- 
'eration^  we  break  out  into  the  exclamation  of  Solo* 
mon,  "  Will  God  indeed  dwell  with  men  upon  the 
earth  r 

Mofes  had  now  finally  dcfcended  from  the  mount, 
furnilhed  with  complete  inftrudions  for  fettling  the 
civil  govcmanent  and  the  religious  polity  of  the  na- 
tion which  Crod  *'  chofe,  to  place  his  name  there/' 
Under  the  dire^kioii  of  men  divinely  infpdred  for  the 
"work,  he  ad<tre^s  himfelf  to  the  execution  of  the 
plan  which  God  himfelf  had  vouchfafed  to  delineate. 
From  the  lij^erality  and  zeal  of  the  peopie,  materials 
^re  fpeedily  and  amply  fupplied.  Through  the  ikili 
and  affidui^r  of  the  artifts,  the  bufinefe  is  %eedily  and 
fuccefsfully  difpatched :  a^d,  pn  the  firft  anniverlary 
of  the  departure  out  of  Egypt,  the  tabernacle  is  ready 
to  he  reared  up. 

It  is  not  my  defign  to  attempt  a  mmute  defcription 
of  that  facred  ftruSiure,  and  of  its  furniture.  But  I 
find  it  impoiSble  to  pafe.  them  by  entirely,  as  I  appre- 
hend a  few  remarks  of  a  practical  nature,  fell  direftly 
vithin  the  defign  i5f  thiefe  exercifes,  and  may,  by  the 
diviae  bleffing,  render  the  awful  monuments  of  relig*- 
ion  in  the  wildernefs,  inftrudive  and  ufeful  in  gofpel 
times.  The 
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The  name  anid  the  nature  of  the  tabernacle  were, 
perhaps^  intended  to  be  emblematical  of .  the  whole 
difpenfation,  of  which  it  was  a  leading  inftrument. 
A  tent,  or  tabernacle,  is  a  temporary-  and  portable 
habitation,  fuited  to  a  ftate  of  journeying  or  warfare  ; 
and  this,  in  particular,  was  to  be  the  guide  to  Canaan, 
to  give  the  fignal  of  motion  and  of  reft ;  to  lead  the 
way  to  viftory  and  peace :  and  when  full  pofieffioa 
was  at  length  given,  the  tabernacle  transferred  its 
tranfitory  glory,  to  the  ftationary  glory  of  the  temple ; 
or  rather  was  confolidated  into  one  glory  with  it 
Thus,  all  the  pofitive  inflitutions  of  religion  a^-e  de- 
figned  to  be  our  monitors,  guides  and  comforters 
in  the  wildernefs  ;  to  introduce  us  into  the  promifed 
land ;  and  then  the  objefks  of  faith  fhall  become  objeds 
of  vifion,  and  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord  (hall  worfliip 
together  in  that  temple,  from  which  there  is  no  more 
going  out. 

Jehovali  declared  himfelf  not  only  the  fpiritual 
Head  of  the  Ifraelitifti  church  and  nation,  but  alfo  their 
temporal  Sovereign  ;  the  fupreme  Head  and  Gov- 
ernor of 'their  political  economy.  As  fuch,  he  gave 
commandment  to  pitch  a  tent  for  the  leader  and  com- 
mander of  his  people,  from  whence  orders  were  ex- 
pedted  and  iffued;  over  which  the  royal  ftandard 
was  feen  perpetually  hovering  in  the  dreadful  glory 
of  a  pillar  of  cloud  by  day,  and  of  fire  by  night.  And 
the  final  fulfilling  of  the  fcriptures  is  the  gathering 
into  one,  to  the  ftandard  of  the  Redeemer,  **  a  great 
multitude,  which  no  man  can  number,  of  all  nations, 
and  kindreds,  and  people,  and  tongues,'**  when  at 
the  founding  of  the  feventh  angel,  there  ihall  be 
^'  great  voices  in  heaven,  faying.  The  kingdoms  of 
this  world  are  become  the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord, 
and  of  his  Chrift,  and  he  fhall  reign  forever  and  ever.'^f 

From  the  conten>platipn  of  a  tabernacle  conftruded 
of  parts  that  might  be  feparated,  and  joined  together 
again,  as  occafion  required,  we  are  led  to  contem- 
plate 

*  Rev.  vii.  9.  f  Chap.  xi.  15. 
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plate  the  "  city  of  our  folemnities/*  Jerufalem  that  is 
above,  ^^a  quiet  habitation,  a  tabernacle  that  Ihali 
not  be  taken  down,  not  one  of  the  flakes  thereof 
fliall  ever  be  removed,  neither  fliall  any  of  the  cords 
thereof  be  broken.  But  there  the  glorious  Lord 
will  be  unto  us  a  place  of  broad  rivers  and  ftreams  ; 
wherein  (hall  go  no  galley  with  oars,*  neither  fliall 
gallant  (hip  pafs  thereby."  * 

The  fabric  in  the  wiidernefs  was  not  a  defign  of  I 
human  fkill,  nor  fafhioned  according^  to  models  feen  f 
in  Egypt,  but  planned  of  infinite  wifdom,  ereded,  to 
a  fingle  pin,  according  to  a  pattern  fhewn  to  Mofes  on 
the  mount.  In,  things  which  relate  to  the  manage- 
ment of  this  world,  a  latitude  is  given  to  the  exerofe 
of  human  prudence  and  difcretion ;  but  JR  what  re- 
gards the  immediate  worfhip  and  fervice  olF  God,  men 
are  tied  up  to  an  iota  and  a  tittle,  "  Thus  faith  the 
Lord.^  The  work  of  God  is  perfed,  his  law  is  per- 
fa£t,  his  word  is  perfect,  none  can  with  fafety  add 
thereto,  or  diminifh  from  it.  A  holy  and  a  jealous 
God  has  fenced  himfelf  and  his  ordinances  as  with  a 
wall  of  fire,  which  prefumption  attempts  to  break 
through  at  its  peril.  "  For  I  teftify  unto  every  man 
that  heareth  the  words  of  the  prophecy  of  this  book : 
if  any  man  (hall  add  unto  thefe  things,  God  fhall  add 
unto  him  the  plagues  that  are  written  in  this  book : 
and  if  any  man  mall  take  away  from  the  words  of  the 
book  of  this  prophecy,  God  fliall  take  away  his  part 
out  of  the  book  of  life,  and  out  of  the  holy  city,  and 
from  the  things  which  are  written  in  this  hook.'*t 
When  we  confider  the  dreadful  import  of  thefe  words, 
who  but  mufl  tremble  to  think  on  the  rafh^  the  irrev* 
erent,  the  prpfane  ufe  that  is  daily  made  of  the  name 
and  the  book  of  God.  Is  it  thus  ye  requite  your 
Maker,  foolifh  creatures  and  unwife  ?  ^^  He  is  wife  in 
heart,  and  mighty  m  ftrength :  who  hath  hardened 
himfelf  againfl  him,  and  hath  profpered  V*  \ 

The 

*  Ifaiah  xxxiil.  20,  21. 
f  Rev.  xxii.  18,19.  X  Job.ix.4« 


^  Hiflorji  4  Mafis.  Lect.  VIL 

The  taibamacle  coctfifted  of  three  feveral  apart- 
m^its  one  within  another-*-Tbe  courts  tiie  holy  place, 
jttDd  the  moft  holy  place,  or  the  holy  of  holies.  Tbe 
temple  of  Solomon  was  txiilt  upon  the  fame  plan* 
Acui  the  earlier  chriftian  churches  preferred  fome* 
thing  of  a  refemhJUnce  to  it.  ^or  they  confifted>  firft» 
of  a  fpadcms  porjch,  where  the  penitents  who  iipplor- 
ed  the  prayers  of  the  faithful,  the  catechumens,  the 
Gentiles,  the  Jews,  and  the  heretics,  were  flopped 
jhoit.  The  Second  ^compartment  was  the  N^c,  the 
nave,  or  body  of  the  temple,  where  the  iaithful  aflem- 
bled,  and  performed  their  devotions ;  and  the  third 
i»as  the  &ii^x^,  or  choir,  into  which  eccleliaftics  only 
were  admitted,  and  in  le^hich  yrere  placed  the  ahar,  the 
throne  of  thebiibop,  and  the  ftalU  of  the  clergy. 

Some  learned  men  have  given  it  as  their  opinion^ 
that  the  Grecians  borrowed  their  noble  and  beautifftl 
ftyle  of  arcbitefhtre,  from  the  perfect  Hebrew  models 
defcribed  in  the  facred  volume ;  that  it  was  tranfinitted 
by  them  to  the  Romans ;  from  whom  it  has  defcended 
lo  all  the  i^vince*  of  their  great  empire,  and  contia- 
ues  to  be  the  ornament  aad  the  glory  of  the  laefeodem 
wiorld.  indeed  \t  feems  to  be  fomething  more  thaji 
human  invention  and  art,  that,  through  the  lapfe  of 
£o  many  ages,  ^  many  revolutions  of  empire>,  fo  ma^ 
ny  cbaiigeis  of  tafte  and  opinion,  the  fame  arrange* 
BOient  wd  proportioui^  flioisld  excite  umverfal  adnnra^ 
tion,  mA  yield  \miverfai  delight ;  and  that  the  fligbt* 
eft  deviation  from  the  principles  of  that  noble  art 
ihould  inftantly  be  obferved,  and  univerfelly  offend  the 
eye.  Doea  it  not  feem  as  if  he  who  formed  the  eye, 
bad  aKo  deigned  to  de%n  the  model  of  what  would 
fiiU  and  pleafe  it  ? 

The  court,  then,  was  rather  the  large  fpace  of  ground 
in  \*hich  the  tabernacle  wa^  ere£ked,  than  any  part  of 
the  tabetnack.  Its  form  was  an  oblong,  whofc  length 
was  double  it&  breadth,  being  an  hundred  cubits  by 
fefty,  that  is,  according  to  the  moft  approved  calcu- 
lation, an  Imndred  and  fifty  feet  by  feventy- five*     It 

was 
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was  encompaffed  on  all  iide&  by  curtains  of  fine  tnHned 

linen^  fixed  to  ixfty*iix  pillars  of  Shittim,  that  is,  as 
the  feventy  interpret  it,  incorruptible  wood^  filleted 
mth  iilver,  o£  the  height  of  fire  cubits,  or  feven  feet 
and  a  half.  The  gate  or  paffiige  into  the  court  was  a 
hanging  of  twoity  cubits,  curioufly  embroidered,  and 
Supported  by  four  pillars  of  the  lame  materials  and 
:workxnanfhip«  On  all  which  particulars,  I  fhall  de^ 
tain  you  to  make  this  only  remark ;  when  we  fee  the 
great  God  condefcending  to  give  dire^ioms  concern*- 
ing  the  formation  and  ufe  of  the  moft  minute  impl^ 
ments  pertaining  to  fan&uary  fervice,  of  pins,  rings, 
loops  and  hooks^  man  is  taught  to  om^der  nothing 
as  beneath  his  notice  which  can  afied  his  own  credit, 
jLifefulnefs  and  comfort,  or  the  fame,  virtue  and  happi^ 
^efs  of  his  neighbour.  ^^  Let  all  things  be  done  by  us 
decently  and  in  cMrdcr.'*  Be  it  the  glory  of  a  fabu- 
lous Jupiter,  that  it  is  beneath  his  dignity,  and  Incon* 
iiflent  with  his  higher  occupations,  to  attend  to  fmall 
matters.  It  is  the  glory  of  the  living  and  true  God, 
the  Maker  and  Prefervet  of  all  things,  it  is  the  excel- 
}ency  of  his  adminiflration^  the  beauty  of  his  provi- 
dence, that  ^^  the  hairs  of  our  h<s^d  are  numbered  of 
him.'*  "  Are -not  two  fparrows  fold  for  a  farthing  ? 
^nd  one  of  them  (ball  not  £dl  on  the  ground  without 
your  Father.*'* 

On  entering  the  court,  the  objeds  which  firft  pre* 
fented  themfelves  were,  on  the  one  hand  this  altar  c^ 
burnt-pffering,  and  on  the  othesr,  the  lavet  for  the 
priefls  to  wa&  in.  The  materials  and  form  c^  thefe 
two  inftruments  of  divine  worfhip,  have  afforded  to  the 
learned  and  ingenioi^s,  many  curious  fubjeds  of  fpec- 
plation,  fom^  of  which  might  perhaps  amufe,  but  could 
Xiot  greatly  edify  you.  As  the  whole  fervice  of  the 
tabernacle  was  typical,  and  prcfented  the  '*  fhadow  of 
good  things  to  cQme,*'  it  will  not  I  trufl  be  deemed  a 
mtre  flight  of  iipagination  to  fuppofe,  that  by  the  altar 
of  burnt-oferings,  and  the  ufe  to  which  it  was  devote 

ed» 
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cd,  the  great  atonement,  the  means  of  pardon  and  ac- 
ceptance with  God  were  (hadowed  forth  ;  and  that 
by  the  laver  and  its  ufe,  on  the  other  hand,  was  reprc- 
fented  the  purity  which  becomes  all  who  approach  to 
a  pure  and  holy  God.    In  their  nearnefs  to,  and  union 
with  each  other,  they  exhibit  that  which  brings  the 
guihy  near  unto  God,  and  that  which  fits  them  for 
communion  with  God.     Juftification  freely  by  the 
grace  of  God,  **  through  the  redemption  that  is  in 
Chrift  Jefus  ^"  and  lan£tification  by  the  Spirit  of  God^ 
whereby  we  are  prepared  to  be  "  partakers  of  the 
inheritance  of  faints  in  light/'     An  altar  without  a 
laver  were  to  encourage  the  offender  to  ^^  continue  in 
fin,  becaufe  grace  abounds  ;"  a  laver  without  an  altar 
would  be  to  infpire  a  vain  confidence  in  an  external 
and  imperfed:  righteoufnefs,  to  the  negled  of  that 
which  is  of  God  by  faith,  and  which  purifieth  the 
heart.     In  conjunftion,  they  reprefent  man's  happieft 
ftate  and  higheft  glory,  fin  forgiven  ^  and  nature  re« 
newed. 

'*  The  holy  place,"  which  was  properly  the  taberna- 
cle, prefented  itfelf  at  the  upper  end  of  the  court.    Its 
dimenfions  are  not  laid  down  by  Mofes.     Thofe  who 
take  it  for  granted  that  the  tabernacle  was  a  miniature 
reprefentation  of  the  temple,  from  the  meafurement  of 
that  great  edifice  as  defcribed  in  the  firft  book  of 
Kings,  make  the  length  of  the  holy  place  of  the  tab- 
ernacle to  be  twenty  cubits  or  thirty  feet.     It  was  fep- 
arated  from  the  court  by  a  curtain,  within  which  none 
but  the  priefts  were  permitted  to  enter,  and  where 
they  officiated  at  the  altar  of  the  Lord,  in  the  order  of 
their  courfe.     Jofephus  affirms,  that  when  the  priefts 
miniftercd  in  the  holy  place,  the  feparating  veil  was 
drawn  up,  fo  that  they  could  be  feen  of  the  people. 
Philo,  with  greater  appearance  of  truth,  maintains 
the  contrary  opinion.     It  is  clear  from  a  paffage  in 
the  gofpel  according  to  Luke,  that  the  prieft  who  of- 
ficiated in  the  holy  place  of  the  fecond  temple,  was 
out  of  the  fight  of  the  people ;  for  it  is  faid  of  Zacha- 

rias, 
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rias,  when  he  was  offering  incenfe  in  the  holy  place, 
**  the  whole  multitude  was  praying  without  ;**  that 
they  waited  for  him,  and  "  marvelled  that  he  tarried 
fo  long  in  the  temple/**  and  they  difcovered  not 
the  caufe  of  it  till  he  made  it  known  to  them  by 
ligns. 

Though  we  are  not  informed  of  the  exad  dimen- 
fions  of  the  ''  holy  place,"  we  know  that  it  was  a 
covered  tent,  with  one  fold  of  various  materials  up- 
on another.  Firft,  ten  curtains  of  equal  fize,  of  blue, 
purple,  fcarlet,  and  fine  twined  linen ;  embroidered 
with  cherubims  ;  and  coupled  together  with  loops  of 
blue  and  taches  of  gold.  Above  thefe  were  extend- 
ed eleven  curtains  of  goats  hair,  hung  together  by 
taches  of  brafs.  Thefe  again  were  covered  with  rams 
Ikins  dyed  red ;  and  over  all  there  was  a  covering  bf 
badgers  fkins,  probably  as  a  proteftion  from  the  in- 
juries of  the  air  and  weather.  The  intention  and 
meaning  of  this  multiplied  and  variegated  ceiling  we 
pretend  not  to  explain.  Was  it  intended  to  repre- 
fent  the  impenetrable  receffes  of  the  Eternal  Mind; 
to  check  the  folly  and  finfulnefs  of  an  over  curious 
inquiry  into  myfterie^  which  are  intentionally  con- 
cealed ;  and  to  teach  men  to  make  a  wife  and  tempe- 
rate ufe  of  known  and  revealed  truth  ?  Was  it  nol 
fufficient  to  everj  pious  Ifraelite,  that  the  altar  of 
burnt-offering  and  the  laver  of  purification  were  un- 
der the  open  canopy  of  heaven,  feen  of  all,  acceflible 
to  all  ?  And  by  this  circumftance,  did  not  even  the 
law  teach  the  open  and  unlimited  extent  of  lalvatioa 
by  the  great  Atonement  ?  Religion  forbad,  and  the 
ftrufture  prevented,  the  body  of  the  people  from  en- 
tering within  the  veil,  or  penetrating  into  the  myfte- 
ries  concealed  under  fuch  a  covering ;  one  fold  pall, 
another,  and  another,  in  aimoft  endlefs  fucceilion,  bp- 
pofed  itfelf.  Woe  be  to  hftn  who  makes  a  myftery  of 
what  God  has  gracioufly  difclofed  ;  and  woe  be  to  him 
who  prefumes  to  pry  into  what  God  has  intentionally 
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bid  from  his  eyes.    Thus  fublimely  fmgs  the  enrap^ 
tured  Britifli  Pfalmitt. 

Chain'd  to  his  throne  a  volume  lies. 

With  all  the  fates  of  men  ; 
With  every  angel's  form  and  fize 

Drawn  by  th'  eternal  pen. 

His  Providence  unfolds  the  book. 

And  makes  his  counfels  ihine  : 
Each  opening  leaf,  artd  every  ftroke 

Fulfils  fome  deep  defign* 

Here  he  exalts  neglefted  worms 

To  fceptres  and  a  crown  ;  * 

Anon  the  following  page  he  turns. 
And  treads  the  monarch  down. 

Not  Gabriel  afks  the  reafon  why. 

Nor  God  the  reafoa  gives  ; 
Nor  dares  the  favourite  angel  prjr 

Between  the  folded  leaves.* 

The  furniture  of  the  holy  place  is  minutely  defcrib- 
cd,  and  its  meaning  and  ufe  are  not  obfcurely  pointed 
out  in  many  places  of  the  facred  writings.  It  con- 
fided of  three  articles,  the  goldei^  candleftick  with 
feven  lamps ;  the  golden  altar  of  incenfe  ;  and  the 
table  of  fhew  bread.  Each  of  which  might  eafily  fur- 
nifh  matter  for  a  feparate  difcourfe  ;  but  we  confine 
ourfelves  to  general  ideas,  and  praftical  obfervations. 
•  The  firft  piece  of  furniture  in  the.  holy  place  was 
^'  the  golden  candleftick  to  give  light  ;**  all  whofe 
'Appurtenances  were  of  pure  beaten  gold.  It  was  ^ 
placed  on  the  fouth  fide,  that  is  on  the  left  hand  as 
you  enter  the  tabernacle,  direflPly  oppofite  to  the  ta- 
ble of  Ihew  bread.  It  w^a  talent  in  weight ;  which 
h  about  one  thoufand  five  hundred  ounces,  or  one 
huntlred  and  twenty-five  Roman  pounds,  whofe  value, 

according 
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according  to  the  calculation  of  the  leained  biihop  of 
Peterborough,  was  five  thoufand  and  feventy-five 
pounds  fifteen  ihillings  and  a  fradion,  of  our  money* 
It  is  the  moft  generally  received  opinion,  that  all,  or 
fome  of  thefe  feven  lamps  in  the  candleftick,  were 
kept  continually  burning  :  that  they  were  cxtingaifli- 
ed  in  turn,  to  be  cleanfed  and  fuppUed  with  frefli  oil  -y 
and  that  their  parts  were  made  to  feparate  for  this, very 
purpofe.  As  the  priefts  alone  could  enter  the  holy 
place,  to  them  of  courfe  was  committed  the  whole 
charge  of  lighting,  trimming,  and  cleaning  the  lamps* 
It  is  mucli  eafier  to  aik  many  queftions  on  this  fob- 
jeft  than  to  anfwer  one.  Why  the  number  of  feven 
lanips  in  one  candleftick ;  that  number  of  perfedion, 
as  fome  have  called  it,  and  under  which  fo  many 
myfteries  are  fuppofed  to  be  concealed  ?  Why  Qiould 
it  burn  in  a  place  where  no  eye  was  to  fee  its  light,  or 
to  receive  benefit  from  it,  except  a  folitary  prieft  ? 
Wherefore  this  wafte  of  treafure  for  no  apparent 
equivalent  ufe  ?  To  all  fuch  queftions  it  muft  be  re-' 
pUed,  ^*  Thus  the  great  Lawgiver  would  have  it/* 
''  We  know  in  part,  and  we  prophefy  in  part* 
What  he  doth  we  know  not  now,  but  we  ihall  know 
hereafter." 

From  this  created,  confined,  imperfefl:,  felf-con-* 
fuming  light,  we  are  led  to  contemplate  that  pure, 
eternal,  undecayirig  light  which  communicates,  of 
its  own  fplendour,  whatever  glory  any  creature  pof- 
feffes.  "  We  are  led  to  Him  who  is  the  true  light  of 
the  world.** 

We  filently  turn  from  the  tabernacle  in  the  wildet- 
nefs  to  adore  Him  who  in  the  beginning  faid,  "  Let 
there  be  light :  and  there  was  light.'*  We  are  con- 
duced in  the  vifions  of  God,  to  contemplate  the 
fplendour  of  the  chriftian  churches,  and  behold  "  the 
Son  of  Man,  walking  in  tht^midft  of  the  feven  gold- 
en candlefticks.*'  We  are  hurried  forward  to  the 
laft  awful  hour  of  diffolving  nature,  when  '*  the  fun 
Ihall  be  darkened,  and  the  moon  ftiall  not  give  her 
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Gght,  and  the  ftair  fhall  fall  from  heaven,  and  the 
powers  of  the  heavens  (hall  be  ihaken/'  We  are 
tranfported  to  that  celeftial  city,  which  ^^  has  no  need 
of  the  fun,  neither  of  the  moon  to  ihine  in  it ;  for  the 
glory  of  God  doth  lighten  it,  and  the  Lamb  is  the 
fight  thereof." 

Without  encroaching  on  your  time  and  patience, 
or  running  over  the  fubjeds  with  indecent  and  un- 
profitable hafte,  it  were  impoilible  to  convey  any  prop- 
er and  ufeful  idea  of  the  remaining  utenfils  of  this 
venerable  ftrufture,  and  the  ftill  more  venerable  re- 
cefs  inclofed  within  it,  ftyled  *'  the  moji  holy  place/* 
Xhe  defcription  of  thefe  therefore,  with  the  hiftory  of 
the  auguft  ceremonies  of  fetting  up  the  tabernacle, 
and  the  relation  of  the  whole  to  the  ^'  better  things  to 
come,"  of  which  they  were  the  ihadows,  Ihall  be  poft- 
poned  to  another  Ledure,  which  will  conclude  the 
fecond  book  of  this  Sacred  Hiftory,  and  another  an- 
nual revolution  of  our  own  frail,  tranfitory  life.— 
•'  Teach  us,"  O  God,  "  fo  to  number  our  days  that 
we  may  apply  our  hearts  unto  wifdom."*  Vouch- 
lafe  to  dwell  with  us  in  thy  word  and  ordins^nces  ;  ^ 
let  "  Chrift  dwell  in  our  hearts  by  faith,"  and  raife 
us  one  after  another  to  dwell  with  thee  in  the  holieft 
of  ally  through  Chrift  Jefus  our  Lord.     Amen. 

*  Pfalra  xc.  12. 
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LECTURE      VIII. 

EXODUS    Xl.    17,    34 38* 

And  it  came,  to  pafs  in  the  firft  months  in  the  fecond  yeaf^ 
on  the  jirjl  day  of  the  months  that  the  tabernacle  wai 

"  reared  up.  Then  a  cloud  cohered  the  tent  of  the  con* 
gregatioHy  and  the  glory  of  the  Lotd filled  the  taberna^ 
cle.  And  Mofes  was  not  able  to  enter  into  the  tent  of 
the  tongregationy  becaufe  the  cloud  abode  thereon^  and 
the  glory  of  the  Lord  filled  the  tabernacle.  And  when 
the  cloud  was  taken  up  from  over  the  tabernacle^  the 
thildren  of  Ifrael  went  onward  in  all  their  joumies* 
But  if  the  cloud  were  not  taken  up^  then  they  journeyed 
fiofy  till  the  day  that  it  was  taken  up.  For  the  cloud  of 
the  Lord  was  upon  the  tabernacle  by  day,  and  fire  was 
m  it  by  nighty  in  the  fight  of  all  the  houfe  of  Ifraely 
throughout  all  their  jour nies. 

JiiVERY  produ£lion  of  human  power  and  fkill  b^ars 
this  infcripdon,  <^  I  am  made  to  periihi''  Man  him- 
felf,  the  moment  he  begins  to  breathe  begins  to  die, 
and  his  nobleft^  moft  durable,  and  moft  glorious  works 
are  no  fooner  completed^  than  they  begin  to  fall  to 
decay.  In  vain  we  look  for  the  monuments  of  an- 
cient grandeur  and  magnificence  \  they  have  either 
wholly  vaniihed  away,  or  prefent  to  the  eye  fcattered 
fragments,  or  tottering  ruins,  ready  to  dafli  them- 
felves  upon  the  ground.  Where  is  now  that  city  and 
tower  which  raifed  its  proud  head  to  heaven,  in  defi- 
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ance  of  the  waters  of  a  fccond'  deloge  ?  Hekber  the 
folid  and  coftly  materials  of  which  it  was  compofed^ 
the  facred  purpofes  to  which  it  was  applied^  nor  the 
awful  glory  which  once  prefided  over  and  refided  in 
it,  have  preferved  from  decay  and  lofs,  the  taberna* 
cle  of  the  cpngregation,  the  work  of  divinely  infpired 
Bezaleel  and  Aholiab.  Of  the  magnificent  ftrudure 
on  mount  Zion,  the  wonder  and  glory  of  the  whole 
earth,  not  one  flone  remaineth  upon  another. 

All  that  was  formal  and  inflrumental  in  the  ancient 
difpenfation  fe'ems  to  have  been,  by  the  fpecial  ap» 
pointment  of  Providence,  (^eftroyed  and  annihilated^^ 
that  the  fpirit  of  it  alone  might  remain.  The  taber* 
nacle,  and  temple,  and  their  fervice  exift  only  in  de* 
fcription ;  and  in  thofe  fimpler  and  more  fpiritua}  or* 
dinances  to  which  they  have  given  place*  Ajid  the 
inftitutions  which  now  remain,  are  only  preparing  the 
wa^y  for  a  more  auguA,  more  fplendid,  and  more  dura- 
ble nuajifeftation  of  the  divine  glory.  The  kgal 
economy  introduced  that  of  grace  by  the  goi^el,  and 
th.en  pafied  away.  The  difpenfation  of  grace^  in  like 
inan^er,  is  now  pexforniing  its  work,  f^.lnllin^  its  ^ay^ 
anpouncing,  unfolding,  introducing  the  kingdom  of 
glory-;  and  "when  that  which  is  perfed;  is  come, 
then  that  which  is  in  part  ihall  be  done  away.*' 

The  fatisfaftion  of  Mofes,  when  the  who^  work  of 
the  tabernacle  and  of  its  furniture  was  con^Ieted,  id 
more  eafily  to  be  conceived  than  expreJOTed.  To  fee 
the  pattern  fiiewed  him  in  the  mount  exadly  copied^ 
the  defign  of  the  great  Jehovah  p^rfeftly  fiilfiUisd, 
mufl  have  filled  the  good  man's  mind  with  delight 
ineffable.  With  a  holy  joy,  fimiiar  to  tl&,  muft  .eve^ 
ry  lover  of  the  gofpel  abferve  theexad:  coinddence-hto- 
tween  "  the  fltadows  of  good  things  to  come,^'  and 
"  the  very  image  of  the  tbi];igs  ;**  between  the  pre- 
dictions concerning  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  and 
their  accomplifl^nent ;  between  the  promiifes  made 
unto  the  fathers,  and  the  bieSngs  enjoyed  by  thieir 
children.     And  what  will  k  be,  chnftiansi  in  that 
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\irQrkl  of  bUf^»  which  ia  ih^  end  of  our  faith,  and  the 
grwd  objeft  of  our  hope }  what  will  it  be,  to  find  the 
entire  coincidence  between  the  defcriptions  contained 
in  this  book,  of  future  and  heavenly  glory,  and  the 
things  defcribed ;  between  the  exceeding  great  and 
precioufi  promifes  of  the  gofpel,  and  the  glorious  re- 
alities of  our  Father's  houfe  above  ;  between  the  fpi- 
rit  which  cbriilianity  now  ^teaches  and  infpires,  in  or- 
der to  dignily  and  blefs  mankind,  and  the  fpirit  which 
a,U  the  redeemed  fhall  feel,  enjoy,  and  exprefs,  when 
raifed  to  the  dignity  of  being  kings  and  priefts  unto 

God?  ' 

In  the  preceding  Ledure  we  endeavoured  to  lead 
your  attention  to  the  form,^  ufe  and  end  of  the  taber- 
nacle ere^ed  in  the  wildernefs,  and  of  the  feveral 
parts  of  its  facred  furniture.  The  outward  court, 
under  the  open  canopy  of  heaven,  containing  ^^  the 
brasen  altar  of  burnt-oifering,"  oji  which  inceffantly 

,  burned  the  confecrated  fire  for  offering  up  the  daily 
facrifice ;  and  clofe  by  it  the  laver  of  brafs  for  the 
priefts  to  walh  in."  We  conduced  you  with  trem- 
bling feet  into  the  "  holy  place,"  concealed  in  front 
from  every  profane  eye,  by  a  veil  which  it  was  death 

,  to  draw  af^de ;  and  from  above,  by  covering  upon 
covering,  which  no  eye  could  penetrate,  in  this 
facred  recefs  were  placed  '^  the  golden  candleilick  to 
give  light,  the  golden  altar  of  incenfe,  and  the  table 
of  ihew-bread."  Having  fpoken  briefly  of  the  firft 
of  thefe,  Wie  now  proceed  to  recommend  to  your  no- 
tice the  other  two. 

The  "  altar  of  incenfe**  was  made  of  Shittim  or 
incorruptible  wood,  overlaid  with  pure  gold,  of  a 
cubit  fquare,  and  its  height  double  that  dimenfion, 
with  a  golden  horn  arifing  at  each  angle,  and  the 
top  encompafied  with  a  gpiden  border  or  crown. 
It  had  two  rings  of  gold  immediately  under  the  bor- 
der, to  which  were  fitted  two  ftaves  of  the  fame  wood, 
alfo  overlaid  with  gold,  for  the  'conveniency  of  tranf- 
porting  it  from  place  to  place,  as  occafion  required. 

H2  Its 
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Its  ufe  was  id  burn,  at  ftated  times,  a  facred  perfume 
of  a  certain  quality  and  compofition,  which  it  was 
unlawful  to  compound,  or  apply  to  any  other  ufe,  or 
in  any  other  place.  It  is  clear  from  many  parts  of 
fcripture,  that  the  fmoak  of  the  fweet  incenfe  which 
afcended  from  this  altar,  was  intended  to  reprefent 
pr2[yer  or  interccflion.  *'  Let  my  prayer,"  fays  the 
Pfalmift,  "  be  fet  forth  before  thee  as  incenfe,  and  the 
lifting  up  of  my  hands  as  the  evening  facrifice.**  * 

While  the  prieft,  invifible  to  every  eye,  was  employ- 
ed in  burning  incenfe  in  the  holy  place,  the  multitude 
were  praying  without.  This  leads  us  diredly  to  con- 
lider  the  great  "  Apoftle  and  High  Prieft  of  our  pro- 
feffion,  who  has  for  us  entered,  not  into  the  holy^ 
place  made  with  hands,  which  was  the  figure  of  the 
true,  but  into  heaven  itfelf,  there  to  appear  in  the 
prefence  of  God  for  us."  Though  the  veil  be  let 
down  that  we  cannot  behold  Him,  the  eye  of  faith 
penetrates  it,  fees  Him  who  is  invifible ;  fees  Him 
lifting  up  holy  and  unwearied  hands  in  our  behalf ; 
fees  the  Prince  with  God  prevailing.  The  veil  was 
drawn  afide,  and  difcovered  to  the  raviflied  eyes  of 
the  beloved  difciple,  an  angel  coming,  and  flanding 
at  the  altar,  having  a  golden  cenfer  :  and  there  was 
given  unto  him  much  incenfe,  that  he  fhould  offer  it 
with  the  prayers  of  all  faints  upon  the  golden  altar 
which  was  before  the  throne.  And  the  fmoak  of  the 
incenfe  which  came  with  the  prayers  of  the  faints^ 
afcended  up  before  God,  out  of  the  angeKs  hands.**t 
The  folitary  perfume  of  fecret  prayer,  the  combined 
incenfe  of  family  worfhip,  the  mingled  odours  of  pub- 
lic devotion,  the  prayers  of  all  faints  derive  an  activity, 
a  force,  an  elevation  from  the  merit  and  mediation 
of  the  Redeemer,  which  raife  them  to  the  throne  of 
God,  where,  being  accepted  through  the  Beloved, 
they  defcend  again  in  fhowers  of  bleffings  on  the  be- 
liever's head. 

Behold 
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Behold  the  altar  which  fanftifies  the  gift,  the  lad- 
der whofe  foundation  is  on  the  earth,  but  its  fummit 
reacheth  heaven,  along  which  the  miniftring  fpirits  to 
the  heirs  of  falvation  convey  the  vows,  the  praifes, 
the  holy  defires  of  the  faithful,  up  to  their  Father  and 
their  God;  and  re-convey  the  gifts  and  graces  of 
their  heavenly  Father  to  his  children  upon  earth. 
The  approach  to  the  golden  altar  of  incenfe  was  by 
way  of  the  brazen  altar  of  burnt-offering :  the  new 
^nd  living  way  that  conduflis  "  into  the  holieft  of  all,*' 
is  through  the  rent  veil  of  the  Redeemer's  flefli.  Je- 
fus  having  fuffered  the  things  which  were  appointed, 
entered  into  his  glory.  As  by  the  altar  of  burnt-of- 
fering, fo  by  the  laver  of  purification,  the  holy  place 
was  approachable ;  for  "  without  holinefs  no  man 
fhall  fee  God  ;*'  and  "  every  one  that  nameth  the 
name  of  Chrift  muft  depart  from  iniquity.** 

The  horns  at  the'  corners  of  the  altar  have  been 
confidered  as  emblematical  of  ftrength,  and  being 
tipped  with  the  blood  of  the  atoning  vidim,  are  con- 
ceived to  reprefent  the  power  of  God,  and  the  grace 
that  is  in  Chrift  Jefus,  united  in  the  work  of  man's 
redemption. 

The  quadrangular  figure  of  the  altar,  and  the  equal- 
ity of  its  fides,  may  point  out  the  impartial  regards 
of  the  great  Father  of  all,  under  the  difpenfation  to 
which  that  given  by  Mofes  conduced,  to  men  of  ev- 
ery nation  under  heaven,  and  they  prefigure  the  day 
when,  according  to  the  words  of  the  Saviour  himfelf, 
''  men  fhould  come  from  the  eaft  and  the  weft,  and 
fliall  fit  down  with  Abraham,  and  Ifaac,  and  Jacob, 
in  the  kingdom  of  heaven.*** 

The  materials  of  the  altar,  Shittim-wood  overlaid 
with  pure  gold,  by  a  bold  imagination  have  been  fup- 
pofed  a  figure,  of  the  two-fold  nature  of  Chrift :  the 
purity,  folidity,  impaflablenefs  of  the  one,  encompaff- 
ing,  fup^orting,  fecuring  the  fragility  of  the  other, 
defending  it  at  all  points,  and  bellowing  upon  it  a 

value, 
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value,  ihrength  and  doration  Which  it  po^flfed  not 
before.  ' 

Finally,  the  ftaves  fitted  to  the  rings,  aikl  perpetu- 
ally in  their  place  for  the  ^onveniency  of  motion,  have 
been,  with  what  propriety  you  will  judge,  conftrued 
into  an  emblem  of  the  tranfitory  nature  of  the  whole 
difpenfation,  which  looked  continually  forward  to 
foknething  better  than  itfelf ;  which  forever  warned 
the  comers  thereunto  of  their  pilgrimage  ftate,  faying, 
**Arife  ye  and  depart,  for  this  is  not  yoUr  reft/* 
And  it  is  remarkable,  that  after  Ifrael  was  come  to 
his  reft  in  the  land  of  promife,  and  the  holy  furniture 
of  the  tabernacle  was  lodged  for  perpetuity  in  the 
temple  at  Jerufalem,  this  memorial  of  motion  and 
change  ftill  oflFered  itfelf  to  view :  the  altar,  the  table, 
the  ark,  had  the  inftrument  of  removing  them  always 
in  its  place,  and,  in  concert  with  every  part  of  the 
fyftem  of  nature  and  providence,  call  upon  men  with 
a  loud  and  diftinft  voice,  faying,  "  Seek  ye  another 
country,  that  is  an  heavenly/*     But  we  proceed. 

The  third  and  laft  piece  of  furniture  in  this  iblemfi 
r^fitory  was  **  the  table  of  Ihew-bread,**  of  the  fame 
materials  with  the  altar,  but  of  different  dimenfions, 
two  cubits  in  length,  by  6ne  of  breadth,  and  one  and 
a  half  In  height :  and,  like  it,  furnifhed  with  ftave^ 
fitted  to  four  rings  for  the  purpofe  of  conveyance. 
Its  ufe  was  to  hold  the  fhew-bread,  confifting  of 
twelve  cakes,  according  to  the  number  of  the  twelve 
tribes,  of  the  nneft  flour,  prepared  according  to  a 
fpecial  prefcription,  in  two  piles  of  fix  each,  to  be  re- 
newed every  fabbath  day,  and  that  which  was  remov- 
ed to  become  the  property  of,  and  to  be  eaten  in  the 
holy  place  by  the  pricfh,  the  fons  of  Levi,  who  min- 
iftered  at  the  altar.  Now  upon  the  very  firft  fight  of 
it,  this  ordinance,  befides  thofe  circumftanceit  which 
it  pofiefled  in  common  with  others,  feems  defighed  to 
be  a  perpetual  .  ackno^yledgment,  on  the  part  of 
man,  of  the  care  and  kindnefs  of  a  gracious  Provi- 
dence, which  gives  to  men  the  rich  enjoyment  of  the 
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principal  Aipport  of  buiDi^  U£ey  brea^^  and'  with  it, 
$11  the  inferior  accpauno^asions  and  comforts  which 
Knief  it  defirablfs.  It  >¥a$,  on  the  other  hand,  thp 
iecurity  and  pledge  which  God  vouchfafed  to  give  to 
his  church  itnd  people,  that  thread  fhpuld  continually 
be  given  tb/ent :  that  while  Ifrael  owned  and  acknowl- 
edged God  in  the  way  pf  piety  and  devotednefe  to 
his  fervice,  he  would  pwn  and  acknpwledge  them,  by 
W  unii^earied  a^d  effe£|ual  attenfion  to  their  nece&ry 
demands  and  reafonable  wiihes. 

A  common  tabl^  is  the  badge  pf  familiarity  and 
friendfliip,  is  the  fweeteft  emblem  of  domeiUc  u^iion 
and  happinefs }  of  paternal  conci^nf  of  filial  tender- 
nef$,  of  brotherly  love. 

The  ^^  ihew'bi^ead''  was  appropriated  to  perfons  pf 
a  facred  profeffion,  tf>  facred  feafons,  and  a  holy 
place  ;  unlefs  when  the  greiatnefs  of  the  occasion  fu- 
perfeded  the  ftriftnefs  of  the  letter,  and  the  law  <^ 
mercy  loc^  precedence  of  the  law  of  facrifice.  O 
,h,ow  much  more  extended  the  grace  of  the  gofpel ! 
tpavid  alone  and  his  company,  and  that  only  once, 
on  a  neceilitous  occafion,  was  admitted  to  the  privi- 
lege$  of  a  fon  of  Levi,  to  a  participation  pf  the  con* 
fccrated  bread ;  but  **  behold  ;'*  fays  the  great  Ifead 
of  the  chriftian  church,  ^^  I  ftand  at  the  door,  an4 
jknock :  if  any  man  hear  my  voice,  and  open  the  dpcH;, 
I  wiU  come  in  tp  him,  and  will  fup  with  him,  and  he 
with  me,"  *  Whait  an  honour  was  it  to  thefe  Levites 
to  be  received  and  treated  as  the  guefts  of  tb[e  great 
Jehovah !  But  it  is  not  once  to  be  compared  with  the 
tmfpesJcable  felicity  ^d  honour  of  receiving  and  en- 
tertaining the  King  of  glory.  And  fuch  felicity  is  the 
portion  of  the  meaneft  of  the  faints  :  tbu$  ihall  it  be 
jdone  to  the  man,  however  poor  or  defpifed  among  his 
feq^iaU,  whom  He  by  whom  kings  reign  delighteth  to 
honour  :  for  ^^  behold  th^  tabernacle  of  God  is  with 
men.^t  The  twelve  tribes,  reprefented  by  io  many 
cakes  ci  bread,  prefented  without-  ceafmg  before  Go4 
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in  the  holy  place,  were  without  ceafing  admoniihed 
of  their  common  relation  to  one  another,  and  their 
conflaht  fecurity  under  their  heavenly  Father's  watch- 
ful eye,  and  the  Ihelter  of  his  expanded  wings.  "  Can 
a  woman  forget  her  fucking-child,  that  ihe  fhould 
not  have  compaflion  on  the  fon  of  her  womb  ?  yea^ 
they  may  forget,  yet  will  I  ndt  forget  thee,"* 

The  renewal  of  the  cakes  every  returning  fabbath, 
diflferent  yet  the  fame,  removed  yet  remaining,  the 
old  applied  to  one  ufe,  the  new  to  another,  may  not 
unfitly  reprefent  that  bread  of  life  which  our  heaven- 
ly Father's  love  has  provided  for  the  fare  of  our 
chriftian  fabbaths — ^the  very  food  which  our  forefa- 
thers lived  upon  ;  not  another  gofpel,  but  that  which 
was  from  the  beginning  ;  but  ferved  up  for  our  ufe, 
by  men  poffeffed  of  different  gifts,  "  according  as  God 
hath  diftributed  to  every  man  the  proportion  of 
faith  :*'  and  it  is  the  happinefs  and  the  p^aife  of  every 
fcribe  who  "  is  inftruded  unto  the  kingdom  of  heav- 
en, to  be  like  unto  a  man  that  is  an  houfeholder,  which 
bringeth  forth  out  of  his  treafure  things  new  and 

old."t  .  . 

Once  more,  might  not  this  table  of  the  Lord,  per- 
petually covered,  perpetually  furniflied,  be  intended 
as  a  figure  of  that  table,  wtuch  the  eternal  wifdom  of 
the  Father  has  prepared  and  provided  with  "  the  bread 
which  came  down  from  heaven,  to  give  life  to  the 
world  ?"  And  from  thence,  by  an  eafy  and  natural 
tranfition,  the  eye  afcends  to  our  Father's  houfe 
above,  in  which  "  there  are  many  manfions,"  and 
where  '*  there  is  bread  enough  and  to  fpare  j*'  and  O 
how  happy  is  that  man  who  "  Ihall  eat  bread  in  the 
kingdom  of  God/* 

Such  was  the  holy  place  and  its  furniture;  the 
ufes  to  which  it  was  applied,  and  the  fpiritual  objeds 
which  it  prefents  to  our  view. 

With  reverence  we  draw  nigh  to  the  laft  folemn  re- 
cefs  df  this  venerable  flrudlure,  called  "  the  ark,*'  by 

way  ( 
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way  of  eminence  and  diftindion  ;  fometimes,  ^^  the 
ark  of  the  covenant  ;**  the  ark  of  the  "  teftimony  ;**  the 
ark  of  "  his  ftrength  ;'*  the  ark  "  whofe  name  i$  called 
by  the  name  of  the  God.  of  Ifrael."  We  Ihall  pals  by 
thofe  circumftanccs  which  were  in  common  to  it, 
with  the  other  implements  of  the  worldly  ianduaryy 
the  holy  places  made  with  hands ;  and  point  out  a 
few  df  thofe  which  were  peculiar  to  itfelf.  It  was  a 
clofe  cheft  of  two  cubits  and  a  half  long,  one  and  a 
half  broad,  and  one  and  a  half  in  height :  of  the  felf- 
fame  materials  with  the  reft.  The  covering  was  de- 
nominated the  mercy-feat;  from  the  two  ends  of 
which  arofe  two  figures  of  cherubims,  of  beaten  or 
folid  gold  with  their  faces  turned,  and  their  wings  ex- 
tended towards  each  others  looking  down  together 
towards  the  mercy-feat,  and  concealing  it  from  the  eye. 
For  any  one.  to  touch  this  with  fo  inuch  as  a  finger,  or 
to  prefumc  to  look  into  it,  except  thofe  who  were  di- 
vinely appointed  for  the  purpofe,  was  inftant  and  cer- 
tain death,  as  the  dreadful  punifhment  of  Uzzah  and 
of  the  men  of  Bethlhemefh  awfully  evinced.  Its  con- 
tents were  the  two  tables  of  tellimony,  the  goldeiji 
pot  with  manna,  the  memorial  of  Ifrael's  miraculous 
fupply  in  the  wildernefs,  and  Aaron's  rod  that  budded. 
Its  principal  ufe  was  to  point  out  a  way  in  the  pathlefs 
wildernefs  for  Ifrael  to  march  in.  From  betWjBen  the 
cherubims  the  divine  oracles  were  delivered,  at  firll 
to  Mofes  by  a  voice ;  for  God  converfed  with  him  as 
a  man  with  his  friend ;  and  afterwards  to  the  high 
prieft,  who  confulted  by  Urim  and  Thummim,  which 
is  fuppofed  to  have  been  a  fupematural  declaration  of 
the- divine  will,  by  means  of  rays  of  glory  darted  from 
the  moft  holy  place,  upon  the  breaft-plate  which  was 
fludded  with  twelve  gems.  But  the  nature  and  man^ 
ner  of  this  confultation  and  refponfe,  now  are,  and 
likely  to  remain  fo,  a  fecret  to  mankind. 

Befides  marking  out  the  way,  and  direding  the  fev- 
eral  encampments  in  the  wildernefs,  we  (hall  meet  in 
the  courfe  of  this  hiftory  with  a  fpecial  interpofition 

of 


ti  it  ill  many  noted  particular  cafiss.  By  it  die  in- 
ters /of  Jordan  were  divided  afunder,  and  opened  a 
paflfage  for  Ifrad  into  the  promifed  land.  Before  it 
the»  proud  walls  of  Jericho  were  levelled  with  the 
ground,  after  having  been  encompaiTed  by  it  for  fev- 
en  days :  its  prefence  confounded  Dagon,  and  plkgued 
the  IMiiliftines.  Treated  with  refpe^,  or  approacL- 
ied  earelefsly  ard  prefumptuoufly,  it  became  a  protec- 
tion  and  a  fource  of  blefling  to  one  family ;  a  terror 
and  a  curfe  to  another.  The  king  of  Ifrael  reckoned 
it  the  glory  of  his  houfe,  and  the  protedion  of  his 
kingdom ;  and  had  it  conveyed  with  all  fuitable  fo- 
lemnity  to  the  place  prepared  for  it.  And,  finally, 
it  completed  the  fplendour  and  magnificence  of  the  b^ 
cred  edifice  on  Mount  Zion,  the  joy  and  wonder  of 
the  whole  earth.  And  the  divine  prefence,  of  which 
it  was  the  fymbol,  conftitutes  the  fafety,  ftrength  and 
jbappinefs  of  every  living  temple  which  the  Holy  Ghoft 
hath  reared.  I4et  my  heart,  O  God,  be  an  altar,  from 
whence  the  fweet  incenfe  of  gratitude,  love  and  prai& 
may  continually  afcend.  ^^  Arife,  O  Lord,  into  this 
<hy  reft  ;  thou  and  the  ark  of  thy  ftrength.  Let 
thy  prieft  be  clothed  with  righteoufnefs  ;  let  me  wit^ 
-^U  thy  faints  (hout  iot  joy.  Turn  not  away  the  face 
of  thine  anointed.*' 

The  corfJeSures  of  the  learned  on  the  fubjeft  of  the 
cherubim,  are  various^  many  c^  .them  fanciful,  and 
for  the  moft  part  unfatisfadkory.  The  moft  obvious 
tind  moft  generally  received  opinion  is,  that  they  were 
emblematical  reprefentaiions  of  the  angelic  or  heaven- 
ly hoft:  and  the  attributes  here  affigned  to  them, 
their  attitude,  and  their  employment  in  the  tabernacle 
fcrvice,  correfpond  exadly  to  the  idea  given  us  in 
other  parts  of  fcripture  of  thofe  flaming  minifters  who 
ftand  continually  before  God,  execute  his  pleafure, 
adore  his  divine  perfeftions,  minifter  to  the  heirs  of 
faivation.^ 

The  ark  may  be  conftdered  as  the  throne  of  God. 
The  cherubim  encompafled  that  throne,  as  the  attend- 
ants 


tier.  vnL  tiifi^  if  Mifts.  \    \\% 

liiits  \ti  earthljr  toutts  ftinound  the  throne  and  pei^ 
fon  of  their  prince.  Tfeis  is  the  precife  idea  fuggeft* 
€d  l>y  the  prophet  Ifitiah,  of  the  namire  and  office  of 
thefe  bleffed  fpirits,  in  the  fixth  chapter  of  his  proph- 
ecy. "  In  the  year  that  king  U^ziah  died,  I  few  alf6 
%he  Lord  fitting  upoft  a  throne,  high  and  lifted  up,  and 
his  train,  filkd  the  temple*  Above  it  ftood  the  fera- 
j)hhns  ;  each  one  had  fix  wings  ;  w5th  twain  he  cov- 
ered his  face,  and  with  twain  he  covered  his  feet,  and 
xwth  twain  he  did  fly.  And  one  cried  tinto  another, 
tod  faid.  Holy,  h6iy,  holy  is  the  Lord  of  hofts,  the 
vrhole  earth  is  full  of  his  glory."  *  Thus  alfo  Daniel 
Yeprefents  the  fame  glorious  objeft ;  **  The  Ancient  cf 
days  did  fit,  wfcofe  garment  was  white  i$  fnow,  and  the 
hair  of  his  head  like  the  pure  wool :  his  throne  was  like 
the  fiery  flame,  and  his  wheels  a$  burning  fire.  A 
"fiery  ftream  iffued  and  came' forth  from  before  him  j 
thoufand  thoufands  miniftred  unto  him,  and  ten  thou- 
fand  times  ten  thoufand  ftood  before  him.*'t  Micah 
faw  in  vifion,  «*  the  Eternal  fitting  lapon  his  throne, 
and  all  the  hoft  of  heaven  ftanding  before  hhn,  and  on 
the  right  hand  and  the  left."  **  The  chariots  of  God,*' 
lays  the  pfalmift,*'are  twenty  thoufand,  even  thoufands 
TO  angels ;  the  Lord  is  among  them  as  in  iSinai,  in  the 
holy  place."  J  And  in  feveral  other  paffages  he  ad- 
drefles  the  Deity  as  JiMn^^  and  dwelling  ^mong  the 
cherubim.§ 

The  cherubim  had  their  feces  turned  one  toward  an- 
t)ther.  This  niight  be  intended  to  reprefent  the  per- 
feft  union  of  fentiment  and  co-operation  which  fubfifts 
among  thefe  fons  of  light.  In  other  places  of  fcrip- 
turc,  we  hear  their  voices  in  concert,  raifing  one  fong 
•of  praife,  as  in  the  paffage  juft  now  quoted  from  Ifaiah, 
and  Revelations,  chapter  fourth :  ^' They  reft  not  day 
and  night,  faying,  Holy,  holy, iioly  Lord  God  Almigh- 
ty,  which  was,  and  is,  and  is  to  come."  |) .  "  Thou  art 

worthy, 

♦  Vetfe  ! — 3.  t  Chap,  ▼ii-'p,  10. 

X  FTal*  Ixviii.  17.  §  Pfal.  kxx.,  i.    Ffal.  xcix.  i. 

B  Verfc  8. 


ii6  Hiftory  of  Mofes^  Lect.  VIII. 

vorthy,  O  Lord,  to  receive  glory,  and  honour,  and 
power  :  for  thou  haft  created  all  things,  and  for  thy 
pleafure  they  are  and  tyerc  created/*  *  Thefe  glori- 
ous beings,  differing  in  degree,  infinite  in  numbei*, 
have  neverthelefs  but  one  heart,  one  defire,  one  will, 
one  aim,— rto  praife  aiid  ferve  Him  who  is  the  author 
of  their  being,  and  the  fburce  of  all  their  happinefs« 

The  cherubim  are  reprefented -as  furnifhed  with 
wings*  This  denotes  the  alacrity,  promptitude  and 
inftantancoufnefs  with  which  angels  obey. the  divine 
"wilL  Thus,  the  angel  who  appeared  to  Zacharias  at 
the  hour  of  incenfe,  ^'  I  am  Gabriel,  that  fland  in  the 
prefence  of  Qod  :'*  and  hence,,  elfewhere,  in  fcrip- 
ture,  the  activity  of  angels  is  compared  to  the  veloc- 
ity of  the  wind,  and  the  rapid  irrefiflible  force  of  fire.. 
*'  He  rode  upon  a  cherub,  and  did  .fly ;  yea  he  did  fly 
upon  the  wings  of  the  wind/*  "  He  maketh  his  an- 
gels fpirits ;  his  miniflers  a  flaming  fire/*  "  Blefs 
the  Lord,  ye  his  angels,  that  excel  in  flrength,  that 
do  his  commandments,  hearkening  unto  the  voice  of 
his  word.  Blefs  ye  the  Lord,,  all  ye  his  hofts ;  ye 
ininifters  of  his,  that  do  his  pleafure/'t 

Once  more  j  the  faces  of  the  cherubim  were  not 
only  turned  one  to  another,  but  bended  together  to- 
ward the  mercy-feat,  and  their  looks  were  attentively 
fixed  upon  the  ark*  .  This  expreffes  the  holy  admira- 
tion, with  which  angels  are  filled,  of  thofe  myflieries 
of  redemption  which  the  ark  prefigured.  To  this  re- 
markable circumflance  the  apoflle  Peter  alludes  in 
his  firfl  epifl:le,  when  fpeaking  of  falvation  through 
"  the  fufferings  of  Chrifl,  and  the  glory  that  fhould 
follow,**  he  adds,  ^Vwhich  things  the  angels  defire  to 
look  into.**  The  /words  literally  tranflated  import^ 
*'  which  things,  aAgels  floop  down/to  contemplate.** 
It  conveys  a  beautiftJL  and  flriking  idea  of  the  gofpel 
difpenfation.  Angels '^^  exalted  to  the  height  of 
glory  and  felicity.  They  behold  God  face  to  iFace, 
and  drink  of  the  river  of  pleafure  at  its  very  fource. 

They 
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They  fee  his  uncreated  fplendbur  fhining  before  their 
eyes.  They  fee  his  goodriefs  in  the  blellmgs  which 
they  enjoy.  They  fee  his  juftice  in  the  punifliment 
of  angels  **  which  left  their  firft  eftate.**  They  fee 
his  wifdom  in  the  government  of  this  vaft  univerfe* 
In  a  word,  every  thing  that  is  capable  of  filling  the 
enlarged  comprehenfion,  of  fatisfying  the  inquiring 
f]6irit,  is  fet  before  thefe  pure  and  exalted  intelligences. 
Neverthelefs,  amidft  fo  many  bbjefts  of  wonder  and 
delight,  in  the  niidfl  of  all  this  felicity  and  gloVy, 
angels  defire  to  be  more  and  more  acquainted  with 
**tne  things  which  belong  to  our  peace.**-  They  dif- 
cover  a  God  ri<;h  in  mercy  to  men  upon  earth,  as 
wonderful,  as  incomprehenfible  as  a  God  abundant 
in  loving  kindnefs  to  angels  in  heaven :  and  forget- 
ting, if  it  be  lawful  to  fay  fo,  the  luftre  and  happinefs 
of  the  church  triumphant,  defcend  and  mingle  with 
the  church  militant,  and  find  fuel  to  divine  love,  find 
materials  for  pleafing,  advancing,  endlefs  inveftiga- 
lion,  in  the  work  of  redemption  by  Jefus  ChrilL 
**  Thefe  things  the  angels,**  from  the  heights  of  heav- 
en, "  bend  down"  with  humble  earneftnefs,  with  ho- 
ly defire  "  to  look  into." 

I  conclude  with  quoting  a  pafiage  of  the  Rabbi 
Maimonides*  on  the  fubjefl;.  "  God  commanded  Mo- 
fes,*'  fays  he,  "  to  make  two  cherubim,  in  order  to  im- 
prefs  upon  the  human  mind  the  do£lrine  of  the  ex- 
iftence  of  angels.  Had  there  been  but  one  cherub 
placed  over  the  mercy-feat,  the  Ifiraelites  might  have 
fallen  into  a  grievous  error,  they  might  have  imagin- 
ed, vn\h  idolatrous  nations,  that  it  was  the  image  of 
God  himfelf,  which  they  were  required  to  worfhip 
under  that  form.  Or  they  might  have  been  led  to 
believe,  on  the  other  hand,  that  there  was  but  one  an- 
gel. But  the  command  given  to  make  two  cherubim^ 
joined  to  this  declaration,  0  Ifrael^  the  Lord  your  God 
is  one  Jehovah^  fettles  both  articles  beyond  the  power 
of  difputation.    It.  proves  that  there  is  an  angelic  or* 

der, 
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dcr,  and  tbsit  it  confifts  of  more  than  ow :  it  wevente 
our  cpixfounding  the  id^  of  God  n^rith  that  of  angel  \ 
feeiog  there  ia  but  one  God  who  created  the  cheru^ 
him,  and  created  more  than  one« -' 

^^In  thia  facred  repofitpry  were  laid  up,  for  per- 
petual prefcrvation,  the  awful  monuments  of  the  Sif 
nai  covenant,  of  tho  church  eftaWiihed  in  the  wilder* 
nef$ ;  the  m^moriaU  of  mercieit  pail,  the  pledge$  of 
good  things  to  come — "  the  tablea  of  the  covenant,*' 
the  incorruptible  manna,  and  Aaron's,  r^d  that  bed- 
ded: fignifying  to  all  future  generations,  the  perma- 
nency ai^i  immutability  of  the  djvine  law^  the  unre«r 
mitting  care  and  attention  of  the  divine  providence^ 
the  dignity  and  ftability  of  the.  Levitical  priefthood* 
But  the  whole  economy,  and  every  inftrument  of  it> 
in  procefs  of  time  paiied  away.  All  was  at  length 
carried  to  Pabylon.  But  the  diffolution  of  the  em- 
pire whi(?h  dared  to  violate  their  facrednefs*  wa3  iar 
solved  in  their  violation  and  diifolution.  Read  the 
hiftory  of  it,  Pan,  v.*  "  Belflia^zar  the  king  made  a 
great  feafl  to  a  thoufand  of  his  lords,  and  drank  win^ 
before  the  thoyfand*  Belfliazzar  whiles  he  tafted 
the  wine,  commanded  to  bring  the  golden  and  filver 
'veiTek,  which  hji$  father  Nebuchadaezi^ar  had  tajcen 
out  of  the  temple  which  wa^  in  Jerufalem,  that  tl^ 
king  and  hi$  prin<:,e$,  his  wives  and  his  .  concubines 
might  drink  therein.  Then  they  brought  the  golden 
veffels  that  were  taJsen  out  of  the  temple  of  the  houfe 
of  God,  which  W33  at  Jerufalem  ;  and  the  king  ajsd 
his  princes,  his  wives,  and  his.  concubines'  dr^k  in 
them.  Thev  drunk  wine,  and  praifed  the  gods  of 
gold,  and  iilver,  of  brafs,  of  iron^  of  wood^  and  of 
llone.  In  the.  fame  hour  came  forth  filers,  of  ^ 
zjvan^s  hand,  and  wrote  over  againft  the  candlcitirk 
upon  the  plaifter  of  the  wall  of  the  king's  pala^^e ;  and 
the  king  faw  part  of  the  hand  that  wrote^  Then  the 
king's  countenance  was  changed,  and  his  thoughts 
troubled  him,  fb.  that  the  joints  of  his  loin$.  w^re  loof- 

cd, 
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ed,  and  his  knees  fmote  one  againfl:  another.''  Read 
the  writing,  with  the  interpretation  qf  it.  "  This  is 
the  writing  that  was  written,  MENE  MENE,  TEKEL 
XJPHARSIN.  This  is  the  interpretation  of  the  thing  ; 
MENE,  God  hath  numbered  thy  kingdom,  and  fin- 
ilhed  it.  TEKEL,  thou  art  weighed  in  the  balances, 
and  art  found  wanting.  PERES,  thy  kingdom  is 
divided,,  and  given  to  the  Medes  and  Perfians.'** 
Read  the  iffue.  **  In  that  night  was  Belfhazzar  the 
king  of  the  Chaldeans  ilain.  And  Darius  the  Median 
took  the  kingdom.''! 

Such  was  the  wonderful  ftrufture  ett&tA  to  the 
honour  of  God,  and  by  his  fpecial  diredion,  in  the 
wildernefs  of  Sinai.  It  was  begun  and  perfefted 
within  the  compafs  of  little  more  than  fix  n^pntbs* 
Every  thing  was  executed  according  to  the  pattern 
^ewed  to  Mofes  in  the  mount.  At  length  it  was  fet 
up  in  all  its  iplendour,  with  a  mixture  of  holy  joy  and 
godly  fear :  and  the  divine  Inhabitant  took  iblemn 
poifeffioii  in  the  eyes  of  all  Ifrael,  *'  A  cloud  cover- 
ed the  tent  of  the  congregation,  and  the  glory  of  the 
jLord  filled  the  tabernacle.'' 

**  Now  of  the  things  which  we  have  fpoken,  this  is 
|he  fum  :  we  have  fucfa  an  High  Pried,  who  is  fet  on 
the  right  hand  of  the  throne  of  the  Majefty  in  the  heav- 
ens ;  a  minifter  of  the  fanduary,  and  of  the  true  tab- 
pirif^cle  wbich  the  Lord  pitched,  and  not  'man. 
Wh0  hath  obtained  a  more  exceUent  ipihiftry,  by 
'hpw  much  alfo  he  is  the  Mediator  of  a  better  covenant, 
which  was  eftabliihed  upon  better  promifes.  tn  that 
he  fi|it)i9  ^  ^^^  covenant,  he  hath  ipade  the  firil  old. 
Kow  that  which  decayeth  and  waxeth  old,  is  xczdj  to 
yWiiiH  away/'J 

*  Veric  ^5-t-28,  f  Verfe  30,  31. 
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LECTURE      IX. 

NUMBERS  XX.  23 29. 

And  the  Lord /pake  unto  Mofes  and  Aaron  in  Mount  Hor^ 

by  the  coajl  of  the  land  of  Edom,  faying,  Aaron  fhall  be  \ 

gathered  unto  his  people :  for  he  fhall  not  enter  into  the 
land  which  I  have  given  unto  the  children  of  Ifrael,  be* 
caufe  ye  rebelled  againft  my  word  at  the  water  of  Me* 
rtbah*  Take  Aaron  and  Eleazar  his  fon,  and  bring 
them  up  unto  Mount  Hor :  and  firip  Aaron  of  his  gar*  j 

ments,  and  put  them  upon  Eleazar  his  fon :  and  Aaron  ] 

fhall  be  gathered  unto  his  people,  and  fhall  die  there* 
And  Mofes  did  as  the  Lord  commanded :  and  they 
went  up  into  Mount  Hor,  in  the  fight  of  all  the  congre* 
gation.  And  Mofes  flripped  Aaron  of  his  garments^ 
and  put  them  upon  Eleazar  his  fon :  and  Aaron  died 
there  in  the  top  of  the  mount.  And  Mofes  and  Elea^-^ 
zar  came  down  from  the  mount.  And  when  all  the 
congregation  faw  that  Aaron  was  dead,  they  mourned 
for  Aarm  thirty  days,  even  all  the  houfe  cf  IfraeU 

1  HE  lives  of  moft  men,  from  the  womb  to  the 
grave,  pafs  away  unobferved,  unregarded,  unknown* 
When  their  courfe  is  finifhed,  the  whole  hiffory  of  it 
fhrinks  into  two  little  articles ;  on  fuch  a  day  they 
were  born,  and  after  fo  many  days  they  died.  Of 
thofe  who  emerge  out  of  the  general  obfcurity,  fome 
begin  their  public  career  at  an  advanced  period  of  life, 

and 


nd  of  cout-fe  II  cbnfifts  of  a  few^  fliihiftg,  interfiling, 
faupbrtant  evoits,  ahd^is  confined  within  the  compafs 
of  a  very  fe\^  fleetilig  years*  While  the  progrefs  of  a 
little  feleded  band,  whom  an  indulgent  Providence 
has  volKihfslfed  fignally  to  nobilitate,  and  whom-  the 
hiftoric  pencil 'i6  'iFond  to  delineate,  is  diftiiiguiflied 
'  from  the  cradle  to  the  tomb,  by  an  uninterrupted  fe* 
ries  of  fplettdid  incidents,  exemplary  virtues,  and 
brilliant  anions; 

The  (Jh^raft^rs'  of  men  are  lAixed  like  their  fot- 
tanes,  ^  The  moft  perfeft  initrucrion,  for  the  general* 
ity  of  mdnkind^  which  hiftory  furniflies,  is  perhaps 
filppUed  from  thfe  exhibition  of  mixed^  that  is,  of  irii- 
perfe6l  characters.  Unvarying  fcenes  of  frkud,  vio- 
lence and  felood ;  the  reprefentation  of  undeviating, 
unrelentliig^,  tinMufhing  profligacy,  muft,  of  neceffity, 
create  difguft,"  or  diminifti  the  horror  of  vice*  ^fhe 
ir^al  annals  of  mankind  prefent  no  model  of  pure  and 
perfedk  virtue,  but  one ;  and  from  its  fmgularity,  it 
cannot,  .in  all  refpeds,  ferve  as  a  pattern  for  imitation. 
We  contemplate  it  at  an  a^ful  diftance ;  we  feel  our- 
felves  every  moment  condemned  by  it :  we  turn  from 
the  divine '  excellency,  whith  covers  our  faces  with 
Ihame,  and  cafts  us  down  to  the  gro\lnd,  toward  the 
mercy  which  has  fealed  our  pardon,  and  the  grace 
which  raifes  us  up  again. 

The  fanciful  reprefentations  of  perfed  virtue,  which 
tfre  fupplied  from  the  floret  of  fiftion,  can  but  amufe  * 
at  moll ;  edify  they  cannot.  They  want  truth,  they 
want  nature,  they  come  not  home  to  the  bofotns  of 
ordinary  men.  "  I  might  more  eafily  ape  the  ftate  of  a 
king,  than  imitate  the  affectedly  fublime  virtue  of  the 
heroes  of  roihance.  Many  of  the  perfons  whofe  pro- 
feilion  it  is  to  retail  thofe  ideal  virtues,  are  notoriouily 
among  thie  moil  abandoned  and  profligate  of  our  race. 
Thofe  examples,  therefore,  are  to  be  confidered  as  the 
lAoft  ufeful,  as  I  flatter  myfelF  they  are  mofe  frequent, 
which  exhibit  a  mixture  in  which  goodnefs  predomi- 
nates, and  finally  prevails ;  in  which  virtue  is  feen 
Voi;.  IV.  I  wading  . 


M^ding  through  diffiQu]ri*s,  ftwgglmg  yfitl^  xemptn^ 

ijig  itfelf  by  ckpqn^^n^Q  vipon  .God  j  feeking  refuge 
ftoin  U%  Qw©  frailty  ft^4  iinpeifeftioft  in  ^ivift^  qoaa* 
p^flioo,  axid  crQwn^d,  J^t  length,  with  vifkqry  ov^r  ^11; 
oppofnioA*  aftd  thQ  Cn^les  of  ;?tpprpviQg  He^YQft. 

Of  xU^  for^,  ia  th^  hiftory  ^M  cfe^r^a^r  •  whkh 
the  pen  of  infpiration,  which  the  pencil  of  a  brOid|-i 
jsr  Ua»  (3bf5»,wiij  for  th?  inftruftion  pf  this  eycming, 

Awpn,,  the  firft  Wgh  pri^ft  of  the  H^br^w  natioa* 
^r4  th.Q  Qj^ly  bpfo^her  of  Mpfes^  their  celebiftt^  kgiJC- 
UtoYj  w^  bQ?i\  in  <he  y^a^r  of  tfe:^  wprld  two  thpu-. 
fend  tbr«§  hijndjr^d  ;\nd  fey^nty :  b^prq  Cbrift  one 
^hpufiind  fm,  hundred  and  thirty-fpvr  :  an4  heferq  the. 
Ijirth  pf  hi^  brothei;  three,  yeaj-$.  Jt  i^  prob^bfe  b$ 
Q^me  into  th§  world  before  t;he  ^di<^  of  the  Wng  of 
Egypt  was  pubUlbi?d»  vWch  cpraxQ;anded  %1:1  th^  tfraek 
-  itifh  mAl^  children  ta  be  pu^  to  dea^h*  Fpr  that  edi^: 
jfeem$  tp  have  be^n  di^^ed,  by  a,  fpecial  inteuppfitipit 
of  Providence^,  pr^gif^ly  to  m^ixK  and.  eraincrntl^  tQ 
flgnalia^,  the.  ftrft  appearanc;^  pf  th^  g?ea|:  prophet  ot 

the  Jqws*    E^pofj^  tg  np  fpecial  d^^g^r  in  infancyt. 

tjjie  fnbjeA  of  np  interfiling  m^E^oir  in  early  life,  dif 
tinguifhed  by  np  m^B^raWe.  t^^nt*.  pr  ^pjoits  ill: 
manhood,  we  fee  him  far  d©<;liwd?  into  ^  vile.  ofi 
Kar§  befprq  we  f(e«i  tanx  at  ^]li  and,  fcr  all  our 
knpwkdg.^  pf  him,  §^rUeir  pr  laier,  M^e  a?.^  indited: 

tp  ibe  Iftbour^  pf  his  younger  bt>pthey,  Another, 
among  a  Q\o\d.  of  wi^^ffo^,  tp  p^Qv^:  tbafc  th-^  birth>. 
right  pf  naAurc^j^  ap4,  th^  ckftinatipin.  of  Proxidencfl^ 
s^ve  infeeadfid  t<>  ^pnfer  diftin^ionft  pf  a^  vnry:  dtfi^wwt 
ki^d?     Mpfesis,  hM  fl¥>ne  forty  year^  .in.  thk  cpyrt  of 

Pharaphit  ba^  fprm^  aa  aiJianc«  by  n^arris^^  wA  a. 
fpreign  prince^  and  ^ultiva^td  ih^  vi^rtjies,  and  pw&*. 
cv.t§4  the  w^pipyn^nt^  of  priiifaite.  life  £o^  £or^  yewi^ 
n>pre»  b^fpr:^  hk  elder  brother  ii^  hf a^d  <£  And 
when,  hft  is.  a$  length  bro«>gh.t  npoa  the  foene^  afi  Um. 
advanQ^d.^^  oj^  oi^hty^tbre^  it'  is  tou  oc&npf  an  kdss 
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sibr  difipaltiaeJlt  tir  his  brother,  and  die  eUec  \%  yet 
aga  in.  defigned  txsr  fbcre  the  yotrtiger. 

His  firftiiUtrodtrdion,  ho:cireTer,.to  our  ad<|uaintanee^ 
places  him  in^a  moft.mterefting,  refpedabley  and  hoa** 
eurable:  point  of  viiew.  We  behold  a  venerable  man^ 
fcmtfcore  and  upwaords*,  agitated'  with  ptd>He  cares^ 
and  movedi  with  frateraai  tendernefs:  and  affb^dn,.  on 
&is  way  tbroxigb  the  wildemefs,  in  queft  of  his  long 
abfent.  brother.  In  tbefe  our  days  of  ^eedyr  con^^e^* 
dnce  and  conimanication  from^  polr  tD  pole^  from  tb6 
caft  to  the:  weft,  by  land,  by  waoer,  throogb  tike  air^ 
we  can.  fiotm  but  a  flisnder  'idea  of  the  anxiety  of 
fenendis^.  remxDved  but  a  i^y^  leagues^  diftance  from  oiie 
anotihdr,  and  their  Ganfequentignotian€eo£each  other's! 
fitnatbui  ProportbnaUy  fweet  mufl:  have  been  the 
delight  of  meeting  together,  after  long  reparation*^ 
Scripture' has  deitribed  diis,  as  it  does<  every  tbing  elfe^ 
in  its  own  inimitable  manner.  ^  Aaron  thy  brother y 
behcrld  he  coineth  forth  to  mieet  thee  :  andl  when  he 
fbsthi  tfaee^  he  will  be  glad  in  his.  heart^'^  *  Behold  the 
interview;  of  two  bcotners,  not  tbe  neiult  of  previous 
concert,  not  the  effed  of  human  fiigacity,  not  the  for«» 
tnitous:  coincidence  of  blind,  blundering,  accidental 
circnmftances ;  but  planned  and  cofndlided  of  Heaven^ 
and  e&£bsd'by  Him<  ^  who  worfceth;  all  things  a£Dar 
the  counfel  of  his  wiM,'^  and  &r  a  great  and  boMs 
purpofe.. 

The  qctafion  of  Aaron's  firfl:  appearance  m  the  &- 
cced  drama,  is  not  lefr  memorable.  Mofes  bavtng  re-i 
cdved  die  divine  coxnmiffioii  X6  proceed  ta  the  &^v^ 
erasure  of  his;  nation  feom  £gypdaa'boiidage,repeatediy 
cxcuiies  him&lf  frosa  undertaking  that  honourable  em* 
pkrymsnt^  paiticuiarly  on  the'fisotisg  of  his  deficiency 
in  the  arts,  of  ebqiience*  and  perfuafion.  Did  thi« 
arifer  &om  timidsty  in  Mofes?  was  it  a  falfemodefty 
and  hwnility?  or  did  he  indeed  labckn:  under  a  de^^ 
fed  of  tbl&  kind  ^  IK  the  \:$SL,  cafn  we  avoid  refledxng 

the  woaxterfuli  equality  wifchi  vtthi^fa  natum  difti^ 
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tktes  her  ^ifb  ?  In :  conception  who  fo  fublime,  iis 
compofition  who  fo  elegant,  in  narration  who  fo  (im* 
pte,  in  written  language  who  fo  perfpicuous,  fo  forci- 
ble, fo  imprefBve  as  Mofes  ?  Can  it  be  true,  then, 
wh^  be  fays  of  himfelf,  **  O  my  Lord,  I  am  not  elo- 
quent, nchber  heretofore,  nor  fince  thou  haft  fpokea 
unta  thy  fervant :  but  I  am  flow  of  fpeech,  and  of  a 
flow  tongue/'*  Who  is .  fo  farvoured  of  nature  and 
Providence,  as  to  poffefs  every  talent,  every  blefl[ing  t 
Who  fo  hardly  dealt  wicb,  as  to  be  left  deftitute  o£ 
all  ?  The  praife  of  eloquence  certainly  belongs  to  Aa* 
ron  ;  for .  it  is  beftowed  by  him,  who  is  beft  able  to 
efl:imate  his  own  gifts.  M  Is  not  Aaron  the  Leyite  thy 
brother  ?  I  know  that  he  can  fpeak  weH.'*t  But  O 
how  diflerenl  the  nature,  the  impc«'tance,  the  effeft^ 
the  duration  of  one  talent  compared  to  another !  The 
tongue  which  overawed  Pharaoh,  which  aftonilhed 
all  Egypt,  and  charmed,  the  Uftening  ear  of  Ifrael^ 
fpeedily  became  moite.^  and  of  its  powerful  charm> 
not  a  fingle  trace  remzrins  behind  :  while  the  produc- 
tions of  Mofes's  pen,  exift  and  fliall  exift  till  nature 
expire,  to  inftrud,  delight,  and  blefs  mankind* 

The  various  inftniments  which  Heaven  employs 
are  ever  fuited  to  their  feafons,  occafions  and  ends# 
The  interview  between  the  brothers  takes  place  accord-; 
ing  as  infinite  wifdom  had  contrived  it  ^  and  it  be- 
hoved, on  many  accounts,  to  be  a  pleafant  one.  Two 
wife  and  good  men,  fo' nearly  related,  fo  fondly  at- 
tached to  each  other,  after  a  Tcparation  fo  tedious,  to 
meet  again  in  health,  to  confer  together  on  matters  of 
fuch  high  moment,  to  enter  undei*  the  aflTured  protec- 
tion of  Heaven,  upon  the  fiobleft  and  inoft  generous 
ehterprize  that  can  engage  great  and  lofty  fpirits,  the 
deliverance  of  their  colintry  1  What  a  field  for  the 
^xercife  of  private  friendfliip,  of  natural  affeftion,  of 
public  fpirit !  -On  Aaron,  according  to  the  divine  ap- 
pointment^ fell,  that  moil:  grateful  of  all  taflts,  to  an- 
nounce to  the  wretched  the  period  of  their  mifery, 

"to 
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**  to  proclaim  liberty'  to  the  captives/'  the  truth  and 
faithfuhiels  of  God  to  the  defponding  zmd  dejefted, 
and  the  poiTeflion  of  Canaan  to  the  flares. of  Pharaoh. 
.  Eloquence  has  an  enchanting  power,  even  over 
thofe.who  have  no  intcreft  in  the  fubjed  of  it.  How 
potent,  then,  the  endiantment  of  the  heaven-taught 
eloquence  of  Aaron  the  Le^llte !  What  grace  muft 
have  been  poured  into  his  lips,  when  delivering  the 
meflage  of  bve  from  the  great  "  I  AM,*'  the  God 
of  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,   to  their  haplefs  off- 

-  fpring,  affuring  them,  that  the  time  to  favour  them 
was  now  come,  that  his  covenant  was  fure  \  With 
what  raviflied  ears  muft  the  elders  of  Ifrael  have  liften* 
ed  to  fuch  tidings,  flowing  from  fuch  lips !     Happy 

,  Aaron,  thu«  accompliflied,  thus  cgmmiflioned^  thus 
profpercd !  Happy  people,  thus  remembered,  thus 
addreffed,  thus  perjTuaded  !  But  wherefare  envy  his 
honour,  or  their  bappinefs  ?  A  greater  than  Aaron 
is  with  us ;  even  He  who  lays  of  himfelf,  "  The  Spi* 
rit  of  the  Lord  God  is  upon  me,  becaufe  the  Lord 
hath  anointed  me  to  preach  good  tidings  unto  the 
'meek ;  he  hath  fent  me  to  bind  up  the  broken-heart- 
ed, to  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captives,  and  the  open.- 

'  ing  of  the  prifon  to  them  that  are  bound  :***  We 
announce  to  you,  that  Jefus,  "  in  whom  all  fulnefs 
was  pleafed  to  dwell,"  whom  admiring  multitudes 
worfliipped,  faying,  "  never  man  fpake  like  this  man  !'* 
jvhofe  all-commanding  voicle  checked  the  boifterous 
elements,  put  demons  to  flight,  {m4  pierced  the  ear 
of  death. 

.  Chriftians,  we  come  not  to  you  with  the  eloquence 
of  an  Aaron  ;  but  we  bear  a  meflfage  infinitely  more 
important  than  his.  Our  ^^  fpeech  and  preaching  is 
not  with  enticing  words  of  man's  wifdom  ;'*t  O  that 
it  might  be  "  in  demonftration  of  the  Spirit,  and  of 
power :  that  your  faith  fliould  not  (land  in  the  wifdom 
of  men,  but  in  the  power  of  God."  {  He  proclaim- 
ed freedom  from  fetters  of  iron,  and  the  oppreflion  of 

■.an 
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tn,  earthly  tyrant :  vm  proclaim  liberty  from  the 
Ijonda^  of  fin ;  iram  ev^rlafting  chains  under  dark* 
xidTs ;  from  the  cruel  tyranny  of  the  devil ;  from  the 
dreadfiil  curfe  of  God's  violated  law,  which  arms  Sa- 
tan with  his  tremiendoQS  poorer^  digg  the  Taft  recefles 
of  theHofathomable  aby&9  and  feeds  the  inestin^fh«' 
able  flame  of  the  fiery%iake.  He  published  a  cov^e* 
nant  of  a  temporary  ^Sf^d^  "which  conveyed  tempotai 
advantages,  which  was  dogged  with  hard  and  hazard* 
ous  conditions,  which  has  paifed  away.  We  pnblifli 
a  covoiant,  ^^  ordered  in  all  things  and  fure/^  whofs 
italMlity  depends  not  on  our  fidelity,  which  pofiefles  a 
commanding  influence  on  eternity,  which  propoi^ 
everlafl:ing  benefits,  which  makes  provifion  for  human 
fraihy,  winch  out^ns  our  utmodwiihes,  compoiesour 
jufteit  apprehenfiont,  tranfcend$  pur  higheft  hopes^ 
The  meffage  of  Aaron  iflued  in  the  pro:^efl:,  yet  dif- 
tant,  of  a  land  flowing^with  milk  and  honey,  of  a  pure 
air,  and  a  fruitful  foil ;  but  infefted  with  enemies,  in- 
fluenced by,  and  expofed  to  inclement  feafons,  and  lia« 
ble  to  forfeiture.  But  our  preaching,  men  and  breth* 
ren,  looks  beyond  time,  and  the  fiammg  boundaries  of 
this  great  univerfe :  it  holds  out  the  diflant,  but  not 
uncertain,  profped  of  a  celeftial  paradife,  Hottd  with 
every  delight  that  is  fuited  to  th^  nature  of  a  rational 
and  immortal  being :  which  is  expofed  to  no  hoftlle 
incurfion,  to  no  elementary  ftrife ;  5tnd  whofe  eternal 
pofieflion  is  enfured  by  the  almighty  power  of  God, 
and  the  purchafe  of  a  Saviour's  blood. 

Aaron  preached,  alas  !  to  men  who  could  not  enter 
in  becaufe  of  unbdief,  and  the  tongue  itfelf  which  an- 
nounced Canaan  to  others,  was  filenced  before  Jordan 
divided*  Avert,  merciful  Father,  avert  the  dreadful 
omen.  Let  not  the  preacher,  l^i  none  o£  the  hearers 
of  this  night,  be  miffing  in  the  day  when  thou  bring- 
efl:  home  thy  redeemed  ones  to  thy  heavenly  reft. 

~»The  events  of  Aaron's  life  are  fo  blesKled  with, 
and  dependent  up<m  thofe  of  hi^  brother,  that  they 
cannot  be  feparated.     Many  of  them  have  accordingly 
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bthti  HtM^  iiiyfitm  to^  and  ihSU  hbt  theit^di^e  hdW 
bfe^^^Aledj  dUi*  1  At^fltioii  b*ifig  to  felfeft  th<3fe  paffages 
df  hfe  hiftbt^,  ^*r&fch  Wie  fhor^  {^ffimjil  Attd  petulki^  j 
frhkh  Iftorc  clearly  nitttk  A  <iliftifia  chitaaet }  and 
Which  rejpjb^fetit  httti  inveftiid  \irith  an  offiee  Which  >?fr^ 
to  be  hereditary  in  hife  fetfttty,  and  tyj^ic&l  of  the  liii- 
thlfigeabl^  pHefthd6*  df  thk*S<^ii  of  God. 

la  th<^  cbhcltirtoft  cf,  th6  ^h  chapter,  Mofe^  Ihtfefw 
fnpts  the  thtcad  df  hi^  natratipn^  tb  deliver  the  g<n*». 
alogy  df  the  feitiily  df  Lfeiri ;  a  matter  bf  no  little  iiioi- 
hient  iti  the  ftittlem^rit  of  thit  poKti<ial  and  religious 
feconomyi  Whieh  God  Was  about  to  er^ftj  for  the  bfet- 
t^goveriitttfent  df  his  people  Ifraeli  Froth  this  it  ip. 
jjearfi,  that  Aatbn  and  himfelf  Wfef fe  iii  thfe  fourth  r^it. 
tration,  in  a  direft  lirie,  frbtn  Letl,  Jacob's  third  fori  j 
being  the  foils  of  Ainratn,  theeldeft.fori  df  Ktihath,  thft 
fecdiid  fbhof  Levi>i  Heiiife^  they  fire  in  the  fifth  gen- 
eration from  Jacobs  ih  thfe  fixth  frdto  IfiiAc^  and  thfe 
fev^nth  From  Abrfthdm.  It  farther  appears,  froih  iliih 
genealogical  dedUftloft,  that  Adrori  h^d  cdtlhfefted  him:, 
ftlf  with  the  tribe  of  Judah^  by  rharryi^g  Eliflieba  the 
daughter  of  Atninadab,  and  Met  to  N^kffibti,  M^hb 
beeanie  foon  riftei-  the  head  df  the  jJferdgatitetHbej 
the  prdgenitol-  of  it^  .loiig  fdttefBdn  of  princes,  arid 
*  the  rdot^  accordirig  td  the  Hefii^  of  the  pt-orflifed  Mefi 
fiah.  By  her  he  had  foiit  fotiS,  Kadab^  AbAii,  Elea^ 
if  and  Itnamat.  On  all  whith  I  hai^e  only  to  obfetye, 
that  a^  the  miferics  of  Egyptian  bdhdage  deterred  Hdt 
Aaroti  froiii  etiferlrtg  into  th^rt  ftate  Whith  Prdvide'ntre 
has  eftablifhed  for  impl-ovih^  the  happi^eftjtrid  ttiiti- 
gatirtg  the  fottows  of  humaii  life,  fo  the  6od  ih  Whom 
he  trtlrted,  reftdefed  this  virtuotii  iiiiidtt  produftive  of 
a  rate  6f  high-irfiefti  to  niinifter  littto  the  Ldrd,  and 
fo  ftfppoit  the  hottotits  of  theii*  fiither^s  flattie  slnd  of- 
^cej  to  the  latcft  ages  of  the  Jewiffi  crefmAionweklth. 

With  What  ctefe  KAs  P^dVldetitd  wfettlied  dVer ,  stnd 
preferved  entire,  the  royall  arid  ftcerdotal  line,- till  thfe 
great  purpofcs  df  Heaven  were  aecompflifhed,  titt  the 
5elfeeftt  of  the  promifed  feed  was  afcertained  !     From 
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that  period  genealogy  'was,  a$  it  were^  broken  into  ten 
thoafand  fragments^  the  connexion  and  fucceiSon  of 
faimiies  were  blotted  out,  as  a  thing  of  nought ;  and 
a  z\ew  family  was  eftabliihed  on  different  principles^  in 
endlefs  fucccffion,  aU  claiming  and  holding  of  thia 
^'  firft  born  among  many  brethren/^ 

As  Aaron  is  repreiented  in  tile  poffeffion  of  the  moi^ 
pleafing  powers  of  fpeeA,  to  footh^e  the  woes  of  Ifrael, 
ib  we  fee  him  armed  v^ith  a  tongue^  fharp  as  a  two-- 
edged fword,  to  fmite  and  to  break  the  pride  of  Pha-* 
raoh  and  of  £gypt ;  and  bearing  a  potent  rod,  endue4 
with  power  lo  deliver  qr  to  deftroyv  And  in  this  th^ 
world  is  taught  to  ^efpefl;,  to  xeveire  the?  wedccft, 
meaneft,  mod  contemptible  weapon,  which  the  hand 
of  Jehovah  vouchf;|fes  to  ufe.  Its  virtue  lies  not  iu 
itfelf,  but  in  the  arm  that  wiekb  it.  Through  th^ 
whole  of  the  aftoniihing  tranfaftions  which  follow^ 
we  find  an  exad  order  and  method  obferved.  Aaron 
ufes  not  the  rod  at  bis  own  difcretion,  neither  does 
God  communicate  his  pleafure  immediately  to  him  ) 
but  the  Lord  gives  the  word  to  Mofes,  who  delivers 
it  to  Aaton,  who  followa  the  inftrudtions  given  him^ 
And  thus^  by  an  example  of  the  higheft  authority^ 
we  are  inftru&ed,  in  obedience  to  an  mjun&ion  given 
long  after  under  another  difpenfation,  *•  that  all  things 
be  done  decently  and  in  order." 

The  next  memorable  event  of  Aaron's  life,  after 
adifting  in  the  plagues  of  Egypt  and  the  confequent 
deliverance  of  Ifrael,  is  his  contributing  to  the  defeat 
of  Amaiek,  by  aiding  Hur  in  fupporting  the  weary 
hands  of  Mofes  his  brother  upon  the  mount.  To  the 
obfervations  already  made  on  jthis  part  of  the  hiftory> 
I  have  only  to  repeat  and  to  urge  upon  your  minds 
the  reflexion  of  the  i^alnuft,  ^^  Behold  how  good  a 
thing  it  is,"  in  every  point  of  view,  *^  and  how  pleafj 
ant,  for  brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity !"  *  By 
concord  the  wcakeft  powers  grow  and  ftand :  through 
difunion  the  ftrongeft  are  diffolved  »n4  faU« 
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Aaron  9ttd  tik  two  ekkft  fons,  with  fetnenty  of  the 
lBlder$  of  Ifrdel,  by  divine  appoiatmwt,  accompanied 
Mofea  to  the  lower  region  of  Mount  Sinai»  wh^en  he 
went  Up  tanie^  God)4n  order  to  receive  the  civil  and 
religious  conftitution  ef  the  ftate  :  and  with  them,  as 
the  federal  head^  and  reprefentatives  of  the  nation,  the 
political  union  and  cpv^oant  were  ratifted  and  con^ 
^rmed.  And  this  brings  us  forward  to  the  eventful 
period  of  Aaron^s  hiftory,  his  folemn  deftination  ta 
the  oifice  of  priefthood,  his  preparation  for  it,  and  hi$ 
Inveftiture  in  it. 

The  appointment  was  of  Heaven ;  for  ^^  no  man  tak« 
eth  this  honour  unto  himfelf,  but  he  that  is  called  of 
<Jod»  a3  was  Aaron  :'*  *  and  even  a  king,  in  later  times, 
who  ip^efumed  to  thruft  hi^nfelf  into  the  prieft's  office, 
paid  the  priee  of  his  raihnei^,  by  a  leprofy  which  cleav- 
ed to  him  till  the  day  of  his  death,!  ^*  Take  thou," 
fays  the  great  Source  of  all  honour  and  authority, 
•'  take  thou  linto  thee  Aaron*  thy  brother,  and  hi3 
fons  with  him,  from  among  the  children  of  Ifrael,  that 
he  may  miniiler  unto  me  in  the  prieftfs  office,  even 
Aaron,  Nadfib  and  Abihu,  £leaa:ar  and  Ithamar, 
Aaron's  fons/'|  It  has  been  objeded  to  Mofes,  as  a 
proof  of  a  felfith  and  worldly  fpirit,  th^t  he  employed 
his  authority,  to  perpetuate  a  ftatign  of  the  firft  digni-* 
ty  and  emolument,  in.  his  own  tribe  and  family,  by 
the  appointment  of  Aaron  to  the  pciefthood,  and  by 
the  entail  of  it  upon  his  pofterity  forever,  3ut  fure« 
iy  theobje^ors  muft  have  ftudied  the  cafe  very  fuper-» 
ficiallyt  The  prieilhood,  though  of  high  dignity,  pof^ 
fefled  very  flender  emoluments,  and  ftill  lefs  authority* 
It  fubjefted  the  poffeflbr  pf  it  to  mu<;h  painful  attend- 
ance, to  much  laborious  and  much  unpleafant  fcrvice, 
confidered  as  a  mere  fecular  employment*  It  was  a 
ppft,  if  of  diftinguilhed  honput^fo  of  high  refponfibili^ 
ty.  But  fuppofing  it  were  as  lucrative  and  honourable 
as  i^  is  alleged,  why  did  9ot  Mofe^  aiTume  it  to  him-. 
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felf  ?  Why  did  he  pais  by  his  otirti  IbM  ?  Why  ti^  fe- 
aire  tfa«  iisteritoti,  at  ieaft^  for  his  own  childt'eti  and 
their  heirs  ?  When  a  man  hag  immediate  defe^^dcintit 
i>f  his  own  body,  he  is  feidom  iblicitous  about  the  ag^ 
graiidifement  of  more  diftant  relations)  efpecl&lly  t^ 
tile  prejudice  of  his  own  children*    The  ^otidud:  of 
Mofes,  therefore^  in  the  difpofal  of  this  high  oiB<^<3^  on 
the  fuppofition  that  he'had  a  choice  in  the  matter,  ia 
the  reverfe  of  felfifh ;  it  is  generous  and  difinterefted 
to  the  lad  degree.    The  dignity  of  magiftracy  is,  iti 
his  own  life-time,  communicated  with  Jofhua ;  and5 
at  his  death)  is  wholly  transferred  to  him.    The  office 
of  high-prieft  is  conferred  upon  Aaron,  and  made 
perpetual  to  his  branch  of  the  family ;  while  the  fonft 
and  defendants  of  Mofes  fmk  into  the  rank  of  pri^ 
Tate  citizens,  without  the  ftipulation  of  fo  mnch  as  ^ 
foot  of  land,  extraordinary,  in  Canaan,  in  ^onfideraA 
tion  of  their  father's  eminent  fervi<:es.      Does  thi4 
look  like  avarice  and  ambition  \  But  the  truth  i^,  Mo* 
fes  had  no  choice  at  all  in  the  cafe,  and  prefumed  t<$ 
e&ercife  none.     God  had  declared  his  will,  and  that 
was  fui&cient  to  him,  and  will  be  fo  to  every  good 
ttian. 

If  we  attend  to  fome  lines  in  the  charafter,  and 
fome  fteps  in  the  condud  of  Aaron,  we  fliall  find 
more  juft  reafon  of  furprlfe  at  his  appointment  \<s 
this  fecred  office.  We  behold  him,  at  the  very  era  of 
his  appointment,  an  abettor  of  idolatry,  and  even  af^* 
ter  his  inilalment  in  it,  we  find  him  meanly  and 
wickedly  envyine  the  diflinftion  which  was  put  up* 
on  his  meek  and  gentle  brother,  and,  with  his  ftftel 
Miriam,  heading  a  revolt  from  bis  juft  authority. 
But,  alas !  were  perfed  men  only  to  minifter  before 
God,  the  altar  muft  foon  be  deferted.  Were  not 
fmful  men  to  be  addreffed  by  finful  men,  the  world 
muft  fpeedily  be  deftitute  of  preachers.  **  But  we 
have  this  treafure  in  earthen  veiTels,  that  the  ex^ellen* 
fey  of  the  power  may  be  of  God,  and  not  of  us."* 
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The  defign  of  Prcrvkieiite^  from  the  beglimtng^  feetxi^ 
to  have  been,  to  convince  the  world  that  ia  every 
luind  his  woik  oiuft  profper ;  that  if  fae  iaterpofe,  all 
infiruments,  the  moft  inadequate,  muft  prove  paw^« 
&1,  and  fhall  focceed. 

A  few  remarks  oa  the  particufairs  of  Aatvon's  £1* 
ered  drefs,  the  fervices  in  which  he  was  emplofcd^ 
ids  iblemn  confecration  to  the  performance  of  thetn^ 
and  the  fubfequent  eveats  of  his  life  up  to  the  age  of 
one  hundred  amd  twenty-two,  together  with  a  curfbiy 
view  of  his  typical  importance^  as  the  figure  of  the 
great  High^Priefl:  of  our  profeflioo,  fhall,  with  divine 
^ermiifion,  furnifli  the  fubjedt  of  the  next  Ledfure> 
We  conclude  the  preient  with  eariieftly  exhortiiig 
you, 

-^To  be  inftrufted  by  the  hiftory  of  Aaron  to  be* 
gin  to  live  betimes :  if  not  to  public  obfervation,  utik 
ity  and  importance,  at  lead  to  the  purpofes  of  piety, 
and  to  the  duties  and  virtues  of  the  private  man  an4 
of  the  citizen.  He  lived  long  in  obfcurity,  before  he 
arofe  into  diftindion,  and  was  nurtured  in  the  fchool, 
of  aflii^on,  for  ftation  and  eminence.  And  it  is  gen<* 
erally  found  that  thofe  perfons  fili  high  and  difficult 
fituations  moft  refpeftably,  who  arrive  at  them 
through  painful  ftudy,  many  obitacles  and  much  op-^ 
pofition.  It  was  late,  very  late  in  Hfc  with  him,  be* 
fore  he  began  to  appear  on  the  great  theatre:  let 
none  be  thereby  deluded  into  the  vain,  decekftd  hope 
of  living  long.  The  inftances  of  a  longevity  fo  vig- 
orous, and  fo  extended,  and  fo  diftinguifhed,  are  too 
rare  to  encourage  any  one  to  trifle  with  the  feafon  of 
improvement,  to  negleft  the  prefent  hour,  to  prefume 
on  a  diftant,  uncertain  futurity.  Old  age,  fhould  you 
be  one  of  the  few  who  attain  it,  never  can  be  fupport- 
ed  with  dignity,  nor  enjoyed  in  comfort,  if  youth  be 
wafted  in  diflipation,  or  permitted  to  ruft  in  igno- 
rance. In  order  to  poflefs  the  vivacity  and  foundnefs 
of  youth,  under  the  preflfure  of  years,  a  portion  of  the 
reflexion,  fteadinefs  and  compofure  of  age,  muft  be 
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called  in,  to  temper  and  dired  the  putfuits  and  enjoy-^ 
ments  of  early  life. 

— ^It  is  natural  to  be  dazzled  with  the  difplay  oF 
fliining  talents,  and  to  envy  the  poffeffor  of  them. 
But  thefe,  alfo,  are  the  portion  of  only  a  favoured 
few*  The  eloquence  of  an  Aaron  is,  perhaps,  more 
rarely  to  be  found,  than  a  man  of  a  hundred  and 
twenty-two  years  old.  Covet,  then,  and  cultivate 
the  virtues  which  are  attainable  by  all,  and  are  in 
themfelves  infinitely  more  valuable  than  the  gifts 
which  are  beftowed  more  fparingly,  which  do  not  al- 
ways prove  a  bleffing  to  their  owner,  and  are  not  aU 
ways  accompanied  with  true  goodnefs,  which  alone  is 
|n  the  fight  of  God  of  great  price.  Has  an  indulgent 
Providence,  however,  diftinguifhed  you  by  thofc 
rarer  accomplifliments,  which  lead  to  fame,  to  hon- 
our, to  ufefulnefs  ?  See  that  you  bury  them  not,  per- 
vert them  not,  abufe  them  not.  Ability,  unfupported 
by  worth,  by  moral  excellence,  only  renders  a  man 
more  odious  and  contemptible,  as  well  as  more  dan- 
gerous, more  mifchievous  and  criminal.  He  is  re- 
jponfible  both*to  God  and  man,  for  the  ufe  or  abufe 
of  his  fuperior  powers  ;  and  to  b^  CQnfpicuouJly  crimi- 
nal and  wretched,  is  a  dreadful  aggravation  of  guilt 
and  mifery.  "  Covet  earneftly  the  bed  gifts  :"  and 
yet  it  were  eafy  to  fhew  unto  you  '*  a  more  excel- 
lent way."  If  you  know  it,  happy  are  you  if  you 
purfue  it. 
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^nd  the  Lord /pake  unto  Mafei  and  Aaron  in  Mount  tioff 
by  the  coaji  of  the  land  of  Edom^  fayin^^  Aaron  JhaU  bt 
gathered  unto  hU  people  t  for  he  fb all  not  enter  into  th^ 
land  lohich  I  have  given  unto  the  children  (f  Ifra^l;  ie^i 
caufe  ye  rebelled  againfi  my  word  at  the  nv^er  (f  Me* 
ribah.  '  Take  Aaron  and  Eleazar  his  fon^  and  brir^i 
them  up  unto  Mount  Hor  :  and  f  trip  Aaron  of  bis  gar* 
mentSj  and  put  them  upon  Eleazar  bisfon  :  and^  Aaron 
Jhall  be  gathered  unto  his  people,  and  fhall  die  there 4- 
And  Mofes  did  as  the  Lofd  commanded :  and  tljey  went 
up  into  Mount  Hor^  in  the  fight  of  all  the  congregation^ 
And  Mofes  firipped  Aaron  of  his  garmentsi  and  put 
them  upon  Eleazar  his  fon  .\  and  Aaron  died  there  in 

-   the  top  of  the  mount.     And  Mofes  and  Eleazar  came 

down  from  the  mount.     And  when  all  the  congregation 

faw  that  Aaron  was  dead,  they  mourned  for  Aaron 

'  thirty  days,  even  all  the  houfe  of  IfraeL 

AV^HAT  fubje£l  fo  interefting  to  man  as  his  inter* 
courfe  with  God,  his  Creator,  Preferver,  and  Judge  ? 
And  yet  on  no  fubjed  have  men  fallen  into  wilder- 
and  more  dangerous  miftakes.  A  mad  and  bold  en- 
thufiafm  has,-  at  one  time,  elevated  raih  and  prefump- 
tuous  fpirits  to  the  level  of  Deity  ;  and  the  groffeft 
terms  of  human  familiarity  have  been  employed,  in 
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whofe  prefence  angels  veil  their  faces.  A  timid  and 
grovelling  fuperftition,  on  the  contrary,  has  barred 
to  others  all  ace£&  to  God ;  and  an^  slffe^cd,  over-re- 
fined devotion  has  fubvertej  the  mterefts  of  true  pi- 
cty»  The  love  of  this  world  has  encroached  upon, 
and  extinguilhed  the  fpirit  of  religion ;  and  a  mif- 
guided,  ill-informed"  risligiaii  hft»  attempted  to  de- 
tach fome  men  from  the  duties  and  employments  of 
life. 

Men,  ever  in  extremes,  have  cithci  banifhed  God 
entirely  from  their  thoughts,  or  affefted  a  higher  de- 
gree of  reverence  for  his  fervice,.  by  an  avowed  neg- 
lect of  fome  of  the  more  obvious  and  more  import- 
ant dkliastefli  ol  his  will.  Could  they  hut  be  per&adod 
to  take  the  hpl]|^  &ripture3'  for  the  rtila  of  theis  con- 
dtijQ:  m  aH  things  maiay  of  th^fe  pra^ical  errors 
»>%htbe  pfevoated-  They  would  the^pq?  be  inftrud- 
ed  Ko  dra.w  nigh  ii>  ^  holy  aini  Figh^t^ou^  God  with 
i^vcren^e.  aiad  aonMisiic;^,  as^  ^hSUbcea  t^  a  hxki^ ; 
and  to  rejoice  b^ore  a  merciful-  and  ooosipaifianate 
Saviour  with  feaf  and  tfe^ibliiig.  Whil^  the  eye,  of 
a  guilty  co9)£ciie]M;«v  beheld  ^^  cherubiiM  and  a  flaaung 
fiswd  toxmiig  etery  way,  m^keepi  the  way  of  the  tree 
of  lifei^**  th«  Qy«  oC  faitbf  would  difcarst  '^^a  asw  and 
H^kig way^ wh^. h^ hath  cqafecraJHedfor. uciv thsough 
tbe  iRail,  tbiat  fe  to  fa55,.his  flaflv^*** 

The  wkoU  of  divifiAnetd^ionvaad  indeed  it  is.  the 
chief  end  of  iSj^veittifHiiv  ^^^f^^^^t^  th^t  groat  J^hovahs  as 
aecdfibk:  to'.  th«  guilty  spd.  the  mi&rable ;,  but  acceiH- 
ble  only  in  a  method,  asd  by  meanst^^of  hisr*  om^  ap- 
pointment. To  the  vileft,  meaneft,  moft  wretched  of 
mankind  thtfre  i&.hop&  lowwdiif  God>  tjsrougb  GiXjSl 
Jb&s.  tfte  Lord ; .  bui  to  tbe^  pwefi  and  mod  perfeiSb  g#, 
out;  felien)  race>  ^^  there  is  Dctt  fabation^  in  ao}?  other  ; 
for  theie  i&  nooe;  othec  imn^r  umdisr  b^alvof^  j^^cft: 
awNig  igthen^  whisreby  Tve.  BUb^  be  ia^ved.^t  ^'  thii^ 
il(»es  of  dbrine  grace  at£  laid  apen^  aU  ti(N3  eq^esgp 
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of  dh^inc  doqueince  it  emipioj&i^  ta  ^SSave:  aadi  ea^ 
courage  the  humble.  '*The  Lord,.  thieXord  Qoi,. 
merciful  an4  gracioua>  tong^fufibimg,  an4  aboadaQt 
in  goodnefs  and  truth,  keeping  mercy  for  tbauia&dsy 
forgiymg  iniquity  and  traafgreiJion  and  fin^'*  *  whikr 
one  denunciation  of  juftice  fcnfea  to  daeck  amd  repdl 
the  impenitent  and  th«  proud^  ^  but  who  wiU  by  na 
means  clear  thfi  guikji'^ 

The  iaftitution  of  the  priefthood  miider  tbe  lawy 
yfits  an  explicit  and  a  (larding  dedaratiod)  to  tbe  fame 
purpofe*  It  canfifted  of  a  fiiqceflion.  of  men,  aiid  of  a 
jQervice,  ordained  of  God  ta  he  a  perpatmak  mjmxarhA 
to  mankind  of  their  apoftacy  and  guilt,^  aad  of  iha 
meajns  of  pardon  and  reconciliation :  of  tlateir  being  by 
xatature  and^wkked  work^  afar  o^  but  made:  nigh  by^ 
the  bload  of  alonement. 

Aaron^  the  firft  who  ^saa  caUjed  tq  eacecute  thia  high 
office,  had  already  attained  hi&  eighty-feoLurtb  yeas,  and 
of  courfe.  had  become  venerable  m  the  eyes  cf  meabjc 
xeafon  of  age.  He  po&fled  a&  infinuatuig  aoxd  comr*. 
manding  addrefs  ;  he  had  acquired  a  high  degree  of 
^ftimation,.  from  thehonpoir^bk  fhare  thatbdbfigMto 
fajan,  m  effedang  the  deliveeaiu:o  from  £gypt  ^  and  he 
>ra^  costly  brother  to  the  iUuihioua  and!  renoivaed  ]«^i£- 
Utor  of  liirael.  Bulk  his  noblefi  and  mofl  hooiom'sybies 
diflindion  was  bis  appointment  andcaJi  fromHea^reii, 
to  the  difcharge  of  the  duties  q&  thia  exalted  ftatisQiiw 
The:  pea  of  infpiitaJtiQn,  boweM^,  always  faiih&i  aaidi 
t^'ue,  repie&nts  him  as  a.  man  tiable  to  many  inifirmi^ 
ties*  At  dae  waters  of  Sdrife  he  was  betrayed  iHUDQ  aa-> 
get,  iieli^onicek;  and  prefumptioQ. ;  in  the  matter  etl^ 
tha  goUea  caUv  ^^  ^d  him  chargeable  "widt  timiditgr 
2^  fin&l.  coQaipliance :  b&ftaad&convB^edcdfluDkmdH 
2^8  aad  ingna^itude  to  tbe  ht^  and  mofii  aSh&iwate  o^ 
brothers. ;  c^  the  mod:  d^ri^  kreverence  and:  impi^? 
tQwardiS  God^  and  of  diffinmlatianboirdEriiftg  on:  bi&i* 
hood. .  And  ev%^  after  his  oonE&ieralbii  toi  dK  |3ri^tft> 
hood,  with  (hame  and  hnom  we  heboid  hua.widiedj)L' 
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giTiiig  in  to  the  mdan  aiid  cont«m{tdbI^  pdffions  of  en^ 
vy  and  jealoufy  }  and,  to  heighten  this  bafe  offence,  the 
unoffending,  unprovoking  obje£l  of  thefe  paffions^  was 
hisr  own  nearait  relation,  and  the  man  to  whom  he 
was  indebted  for  all  that  eminence  to  which  he  was 
himfelf  raifed^  and  which  he  tranfmitted  to  his  family «< 
But  with  all  thefe  imperfections  on.  his  head,  and  ma- 
ny others,  doubtlefs,  of  which  it  was  not  the  bufinefe 
of  this  record  to  convey  the  memory  to  us,  he  was  the 
mz&  whom  God  was  pleafed  to  choofe,  to  minifter  iiv 
the  firft  rank  at  his  altar,  and  to  typify  the  High-Prieft 
who  became  tts^  •'  who  is  holy,  harmlefs,  undefiled  and 
feparate'  from  finners/* 

As  in  every  thing  that  related  to  the  conftrudiort 
of  the  tabetnacle  and  its  iacred  furniture,  Mofes  was< 
confined  to  a  pattern  (hewnj  and  to  direftions  giveif 
bim'in  tlie  mount,  fo  allorin  all  things  that  related  ta 
the  drefs,  the  fervices  and  the  attendance  of  the  high* 
prieft  and  his  affiftant*.  And  you  will  pleafe  to  ob* 
ferve  that  Mofes  himfelf,  having  beeii  called  and  don-r 
fecrated  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  was  conftituted 
the  temporary  high-prieft^  to  officiate  in  the  confecra-* 
tion  of  Aaron  and  his  ions*  They  faw  therefore  the 
petfon  of  a  mediator  interpofing  between  themfelve^ 
and  God,  They  faw  an  extraordinary  priefthoody 
conjoined  to  legiflative  authority,  refiding  in  theii* 
brother,  the  man  whom  God  chofe^  and  from  whomt 
their  honour  immediately  flo^^ed ;  they  faw  an  image 
of  the  ftation  they  were  henceforth  to  occupy,  and 
the  purpofes  which  they  were  to  fulfil  towards  the' 
whole  nation.  Mofes  was  between  God  and  them, 
they  were  to  be  between  God  and  the  people^  He 
offered  facrifice  to  make  atonement  for  them,  they^ 
were  to  offer  facrifice  to  make  reconciliation  for  the 
fins  of  all  Ifrael.  And  in  this  we  fee  a  priefthood 
more  ancient  and  more  honourable  than  that  x£  Aa- 
ron, from  which  it  derives  its  exiftence,  dignity  and 
ufe,  and  in  which  it  is  now  abforbed* 
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As  nothing  is  ilnimJ)ortant  on  this  fubjeft,  nothing 
but  what  has  a  fignificancy,  though  that  fignificancy 
we  are  unable  in  every  inftance  to  difcover,  we  find 
the  facred  hittorian  entering  into  a  minute  detail  and 
defcription  of  the  facerdotal  robes,  in  which^  however^ 
it  is  not  our  purpofe  to  follow  him,  as  we  would 
rather  fuggeft  ideas  than  repeat  words,  aim  at  in- 
ftruftion  rather  than  indulge  in  Speculation,  and  with* 
out  pretending  to  explain  every  thing,  would  aim  at 
the  praife  of  inculcating  ufeful  truth. 

The  veftments  for  the  priefts  are  diftinguiflied  by 
the  term  holy  :  "  Thou  fhalt  make  the  holy  garments 
for  Aaron."  "  Thou  (halt  put  upon  Aaron  the  holy  gar- 
ments, and  anoint  him,  and  fanftify  him  ;  that  he  may 
minifter  unto  me  in  the  prieft*s  oiBce/'*  Now  this 
epithet  nluft  undoubtedly  refer  to  the  nature  of  that 
pure  and  perfefl:  Being  in  whofe  worfliip  they  were 
employed  5  to  the  facrednefs  of  the  charafter  which 
was  inverted  with  them ;  and  to  the  fpotlefs  purity 
of  Him,  whofe  perfon  was  hereby  prefigured,  and 
whofe  fandity,  independent  of  garments  of  fuch  a 
texture  and  quality,  confifted  in  a  total  freedom  from 
moral  pollution,  "  who  did  no  fin,  neither  was  guile 
found  in  his  mouth."  The  veftments  of  the  Ifraelit- 
ifli  high*prieft,  however  fplendid,  could  not  but  cov- 
er much  weaknefs  and  imperfeftion.  Like  the  dif- 
penfation  which  enjoined  them,  they  had  only  "  a 
fliadow  of  good  things  to  come,  and  could  never  make 
the  comers  thereunto  perfeft."  But  even  in  a  moral 
and  religious  view,  furely  they  were  not  without  their 
ufe.  They  were  a  conftant  and  afFeftionate  admoni- 
tion from  God  to  the  perfons  who  wore  them  ;  fay- 
ing, "  Be  ye  holy  for  I  am  holy."  They  were  a 
conftant  and  pathetic  admonition  to  the  people  ;  fay- 
ing, "  I  will  be  fan^fied  in  all  them  that  draw  nigh 
unto  me."  They  are  an  everlafting  admonition  to  the 
chriftian  world,  who  are  all  kings  and  prie/is  unto 
God,  that  they  are  called  ai\d  engaged  ^^  to  holinefs 
Vol.  IV*  K  in 
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in  all  manner  of  converfation.''  If  times^  atid  places, 
aiid  drefs,  ferve  as  guards  to  virtue,  if  they  prefervc 
decency,  and  prevent  vice,  do  they  not  anfwer  a  valu- 
able and  important  purpofe  to  mankind  ?  In  perfect 
conformity  to  this  idea,  the  loftieft  and  mo(t  con- 
fpicuous  article  of  the  high-prieft's  drefs,  was  a  plate 
of  pure  gold,  affixed  with  a  blue  lace  to  the  fore  front 
of  the  mitre,  having  engraved  upon  it  this  remarkable 
infcription^  in  order  to  be  feen  and  read  of  all  men  : 

Holinefs  to  the  LordJ*     Thereby  the  wearer  became 

as  a  city  that  is  fet  on  a  hill,  which  cannot  be  hid  :'** 
and  this  bright  memorial  inceffantly,  though  filently, 
proclaimed  to  the  eye,  to  the  heart,  to  the  confcience, 
*'  a  holy  God,  a  holy  fervice,  a  holy  minifter,  a  holy 
people,  a  holy  covenant/* 

We  accordingly  obferve  the  ftricleft  attention  to  ex- 
ternal decorum  run  through  the  whole  of  this  divine  in- 
ftitution,  *  The  eye  being  one  of  the  great  avenues  to 
the  foul,  guilt  being  the  parent  of  (hame,  and  the  dif- 
penfations  of  the  divine  wifdom  and  mercy  being 
adapted  to  the  condition  and  charader  of  men,  as 
they  are,  depraved  and  degraded  by  (in,  not  as  man 
was,  pure  and  perfeft  from  the  hand  of  his  Creator, 
the  heart  and  confcience  mufl  be  addrefled  through 
the  fenfes. 

The  next  moft  obfervable  and  fignificant  part  of 
Aaron's  drefs,  was  the  fplendid  breaft-plate,  con- 
fifting  of  twelve  feveral  precious  ftones  fet  in  gold, 
infcribed  with  the  names  of  the  twelve  tribes  in  their 
order;  placed  externally  upon  the  feat  of  the  heart, 
to  keep  forever  alive,  a  tender  concern  about  the 
whole  Ifrael  of  God,  to  remind  Aaron  and  his^  fons 
forever,  that  they  were*  elevated  to  this  high  ftation, 
not  for  their  own  fakes  merely,  but  to  be  a  public 
benefit.  It  aimed  at  producing  a  moft  important  ef- 
fefl:  on  three  different  forts  of  perfons^  and  was  well 
calculated  for  this  purpofe.  It  prefented  unto  God^ 
according  to  his  own  ordinance,  a  memorial  of  his 
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eovenant  with  Abraham,  Ifaac  and  Jacob,  and  theJr 
iced  after  them.  It  taught  the  high-prieft  to  confider 
the  cafe  of  the  people  as  his  own,  to  regard  theih 
with  rmpartfal,  undivided  affedion,  td  be  watchfully 
attentive  to  their  temporal,  but  efpecially  to  their  fpir- 
itual  concerns,  to  wrerftle  and  make  fupplication  in 
their  beihalf.  It  infpired  the  people  with  aiFeftion 
and  gratitude  to  the  man,  whofe  whole  life  and  labours 
were  devoted  to  their  fervice,  who  watched  for  theii: 
fouls,  who  had  renounced  an  earthly  portion  among 
his  brethren,  and  all  the  gainful  walks  of  life,  to  be 
fubfervient  to  their  beft  interefts.  It  formed  a  moll 
Endearing  bond  of  union  between  them  who  were 
admmillred  unto,  and  them  who  miniftred.  It  form- 
ed a  moft  endearing  bond  of  union  among  the  tribes 
themfelves.  Twelve  gems  of  various  complexions, 
fet  in  two  different  fran^,  co'mpofed  neverthelefs  but 
one  bteaft-plate  ;  fo  twelve  tribes  conftituted  but  one 
congregation,  one  church,  one  Ifrael.  The  Ibfs  of 
any  ont  tnuft  have  marred  and  deftroyed  the  whole  j 
tended  to  diminifh  its  hiftre,  to  impair  its  ftrength. 
It  taught  them  to  love  as  brethren  the  children  of 
one  father,  the  worfhippers  of  one  God.  It  infpired 
confidence  in  the  care  and  proteftion  of  that  God. 
They  faw  their  reprefetitative  bearing  upon  his  heart, 
into  the  holy  place,  their  names  and  their  condition. 
They  had  the  confolation  of  reflefting  that  their  me- 
morial would  afcend  to  heaven,  with  the  fweet  per- 
fume of  that  incenfe  which  he  dally  burned  upoti 
the  golden  altar.  And  the  whole  looked  forward  to 
the  day,  to  the  office,  to  the  perfon,  to  the  work  of 
Him,  of  whom,  and  of  whofe  body,  the  church,  Ifaiah 
thus  fpeaks  in  prophetic  vifion  :  "  But  Zion  faid,  The 
Lord  hath  forfatken  me,  and  my  Lord  hath  forgotten 
me.  Can  a  woman  forget  her  fucking  child,  thatt 
flte  ftiotdd  not  have  compaffion  on  the  fon  of  her 
Womb  ?  yea,  they  may  forget,  yet  will  I  not  forget  thee. 
Behold  I  have  graven  thee  upon  the  palms  of  my 
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hands  j  thy  walls  are  continually  before  me  :"*  and 
who  thua  fpeaks  of  himfelf,  "  Thofe  that  thou  gaveft 
me  I  have  kept.  Holy  Father,  keep  through  thine 
own  name  thofe  whom  thou  haft  given  me,  that  they 
may  be  one,  as  thou  Father  art  in  me,  and  I  in  thee  j 
that  they  alfo  may  be  one  in  us  :  that  the  world  may 
believe  that  thou  haft  fent  me.  And  the  glory  which 
thou  gaveft  me  I  have  given  them  j  that  they  may  be 
^one,  even  as  we  are  one :  I  in  them  and  thou  in  me, 
that  they  may  be  made  perfect  in  one,  and  that*  the 
world  may  know  that  thou  haft  fent  me,  and  haft 
Joved  them,  as  thou  haft  loved  me.  Father,  I  will 
that  they  alfo  whom  thou  haft  given  me,  be  with  me 
where  I  am ;  that  they  may  behold  my  glory  which 
thou  haft  given  me :  for  thou  lovedft  me  before  the 
foundation  of  the  world  ;'*f  and  of  whom  the  apoftle 
thus  fpeaks,  *'  Who  (hall  lav  any  thing  to  the  charge 
of  God's  eleS?  It  is  God  flfiat  juftifieth :  who  is  he 
that  condemneth  ?  It  is  Chrift  that  died,  yea,  rather 
that  is  rifen  again,  who  is  even  at  the  right  hand  of 
God,  who  alfo  maketh  interceflion  for  us**'J  Hence 
chriftians  are  united  in  ftill  dearer  bonds,  animated 
with  fuperior  confidence,  fecured  by  a  firmer  and 
more  durable  covenant.  Hence  chriftian  minifters 
are  encouraged  with  greater  boldnefs,  with  more  ar- 
dent importunity,  with  more  aflured  hope  of  fuccefs^ 
to  draw  nigh  to  the  throne  of  grace,  as  for  them- 
felves,  fo  for  finful  and  wretched  creatures  of  every 
defcription. 

Under  the  gofpel  difpenfation  every  hour  is  the 
hour  of  incenfe,  every  believer  a  minifter  of  the  fanc- 
tuary,  every  individual,  a  name  engraven  upon  the 
heart  of  the  great  "  Apoftle  and  High-Prieft  of  our 
profeflion,'*  and  recorded  in  "  the  Lamb's  book  of 
life,  among  the  living  in  Jerufalem.*' 

The  other  particulars  of  Aaron's  official  drefs,  we 
fiiall  not  now  ftop  to  commemorate  ;  partly,  becaufe 
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we  have  not  a  diftind  idea  of  them,  and  partly,  be- 
caufe  through  fuch  a  thick  cloud  as  time,  change  of 
manners,  and  the  general  difufe  of  the  facred  language 
have  interpofed,  it  is  difficult,  if  not  impoffible,  to  dif- 
cover  their  meaning  and  import,  with  reference  to  the 
evangelical  difpenfation  ;  in  which  great  part  of  the 
beauty,  excellency  and  ufefulnefs  of  the  Mofaic  econ-^ 
omy  confifts. 

The  ceremonies  of  Aaron's  inauguration,  were  in 
a  high  degree  folemn  and  auguft.  They  were  per- 
formed  by  Mofes  himfelf,  in  the  moft  public  manner. 
Aaron  and^his  fons  were  eonduded  to  the  door  of  the 
tabernacle  of  the  congregation,  \xi  the  prefence  of  a 
public  affembly  called  for  the  purpofe ;  were  dripped 
of  their  ufual  garments,  and  waflied  with  water.  He 
was  then  arrayed  in  the  feveral  parts  of  the  facerdotal 
habit,  in  their  order.  The  holy  veflels  of  the  fanftu- 
ary,  and  all  its  facred  utenfils,  were  then,  one  after 
another,  anointed  with  the  holy  oil  of  confecration  ; 
and,  laft  of  all,  Aaron  himfelf,  the  living  inftrument 
of  divine  worffiip,  was  fet  apart  to  his  momentous 
charge,  by  a  copious  fprinkling  of  the  fame  facred 
perfume.  That  the  favour  of  this  odorous  compound 
muft  have  been  extremely  grateful  to  the  fenfe,  is  evi- 
dent from  the  Igfty  terms  in  which  David  fpeaks  of  it, 
and  the  fubjed:  which  he  illuftrates  by  it — "  Behold, 
how  good  and  how  pleafant  it  is  for  brethren  to  dwell 
together  in  unity !  It  is  like  the  precious  ointment' 
upon  the  head,  that  ran  down  upon  the  beard,  even 
Aaron's  beard ;  that  went  down  to  the  fldrts  of  his 
garments.*'* 

The  fons  were  then  invefted  with  their  proper  hab- 
its, and  a  three-fold  facrifice  was  performed  :  a  bul- 
lock for  a  fin-offering  ;  a  ram  for  a  burnt-oiFering  ; 
and  a  fecond,  denominated  the  ram  of  confecration. 
Without  going  into  a  minute  detail,  or  pretending  to 
explain  the  fpecific  difference,  ufe,  and  end  of  each, 
we  obferve  in  general,  that,  by  the  ceremony  of  the 
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impofition  of  Aaron'$  hands  and  thofe  of  his  £^s  up^ 
on  the  he^d  of  the  vi&im,  a  folemn  wi(h  was  exprefled, 
that  their  guilt  might  be  transferred  and  imputed  to 
the  vldim,  and  its  blood  accepted  as  a  ranfom  for 
their  forfeited  lives.  Here,  tben,  was  the  innocent 
fuffering  for  the  guilty  j  the  fubftitute,  not  the  crim- 
inal himfelf,  bleeding  and  dying :  fo  that  the  very 
form  of  their  confecration  taught  the  neceflity  of 
i^tonement,  and  pointed  to  Him  whom  ^^  it  pleafed  the 
Lord  to  bruife,  and  to  put  him  to  grief ;  and  who 
was  wounded  for  our  tranfgreffions,  was  bruifed  for 
our  iniquities  :  the  chaftifement  of  our  peace  was  up- 
on him  r  2md  with  his  ftripes  we  are  healed.*'  * 

The  ^rft  of  the  three  facrificQS,  or  the  fin-offering, 
feems  to.  have  been  intended  as  a  public  and  explicit 
acknowledgment  of  guilt,  and  the  expiation  of  it. 
The  fecond,  that  is,  the  burnt-offering,  was  the  tokeA 
of  the  divine  favour  towards  them,  and  of  hts  gracious 
acceptance  of  their  perfons  and  fervices  :  and  the  third, 
the  ram  of  confecration,  part  of  which  was  eaten  by  the 
priefts  in  the  holy  place,  was  the  ratification  of  God's 
covenant  of  peace  with  them,  and  the  emblem  of  per- 
fefl:  reconciliation  and  friendfliip  ;  fitting  at  one  com- 
mon table  being  the  moft  exprefs  declaration  of 
union  and  good  will  among  men.  God  was  pleafed 
to  exhibit. a  moft  unequivocal  proof  of  his  being  well 
pleafed  with  the  whole  tranfaftion  ;  for  when  every 
thing  was  arranged  according  to  the  form  prefcribed 
in  the  mount,  fire  from  the  Lord  feized  and  confumed 
the  burnt-offering  on  the  altar.  The  fin-offering 
Mofes  burnt  with  material  fire,  without  the  camp  y 
l?ut  the  facred  flame  from  heaven  laid  hold  of  the  fa- 
crifice  of  pardon  and  acceptance.  In  vain  do  we  look 
for  the  m^rks  of  grace  and  favour  from  above ;  in- 
fenfible  muft  we  be  to  the  geniaU  penetrating  4a3txije 
of  love,  unlefs  our  repentings  b^  kindled  together. 
When  we  have  been  enabled  to  do  our  duty,  then  may 
we  warrantably  expert  that  God  will  appear  for  U8« 

It 
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It  does  not  appear  whether  this  ftrrkmg  iaterpo& 
tion  had  been  previoufly  announced  to  the  affembly^ 
or  whether  it  took  them  by  furprife.  In  dther  cafe, 
St  muit  have  made  a  deep  impreiEon  oa  the  mind  of 
^very  beholder.  Were  they  taught  to  expeQ:  it? 
With  what  anxiety  may  we  luppofe  every  eye  bent 
on  the  altar  and  the  facrifice,  waiting  the  eventful 
moment  which  was:  to  #yince  that  God  was  among 
them  of  a  truth ;  but  in  a  way  which  fhould  infpire 
reverence  as  well  as  joy.  Did  it  overtake  them  una- 
wares? What  fudden  confternation,  what  alarming 
apprehenfions  !  The  expreffion  was  perfedly  natural 
in  either  cafe ;  "  which,  when  all  the  people  faw,  they 
ihouted,  and  fell  on  their  faces."* 

Thus  was  the  firft  high-prieft  of  the  Hebrew  nation 
induced  into  his  office.  Thus  explicitly  were  laid 
down  the  principles,  form,  defign  and  ufe  of  the  mod: 
ancient  civit  and  religious  polity  in  the  world.  While 
the  firft  beginnings  of  religion  and  government,  in 
every  other  nation  under  heaven,  lie  buried  in  dark* 
nefs,  confufion  and  contradiftion ;  aided  by  light 
from  heaven,  we  can  trace  .up  to  its  very  fource,  the 
origin  of  a  nation  the  mod  fingular  in  the  annals  of 
mankind ;  raifed  out  of  an  ancient  pair,  and  '^  them 
as  good  as  dead  -/'  repeatedly  threatened  with  uttev 
extindion,  during  the  firft  ages  of  their  exiftence ; 
but  miraculouily  preferved  in  the  very  jaws  of  de»* 
ftruckion  :  formed  for  conqueft,  eminence  and  em. 
pire,  in  a  defert ;  railed,  after  many  ftruggles  and  rev* 
olutions,  to  a  pitch  of  affluence  and  grandeur,  unparv 
alleled  in  hiftory,  and  declining  again  as  faft  into  con« 
tempt  and  obfcurity  :  but,  even  in  contempt  and  ob* 
fcurity,  fupported,  preferved,  fenced  on  every  fide— 
In  captivity,  undiiTolved  ;  in  the  wreck  of  empirb 
maintained,  upheld,  refcued,  reftored  !  At  length, 
we  behold,  them  involved  in  one  mighty  ruin,  driven 
from  their  capital  and  their  country :  their  temple, 
the  great  bond  of  vnion,  razed  from  the  foundation : 

and 
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and  themfelves  henceforward  fcattcred  among  the  na- 
tions, during  a  period  of  near  two  thoufand  years. 
And  yet,  by  a  ftrange  and  unaccountable  interference 
of  Providence,  though  hated,  defpifed  and  perfecuted 
of  all  men,  and  evidently  under  the  difpleafure  of 
Heaven,  \Ve  behold  them  preferved  from  total  annihi- 
lation and  oblivion  \  kept  diftin£i:  from  all  men ;  as 
much  a  feparate  people,  as  in  the  zenith  of  their  glory, 
under  the  reign  of  David  and  Solomon ;  the  fubjeftsi 
perhaps,  of  a  revolution  greater  and  more  important 
than  any  they  have  already  undergone :  referved,  it 
may  be,  to  be  the  laft  graud  trophy  of  the  Redeemer's 
triumph,   the  concluding  evidence  of  the   truth  of 
chriftianity,  the  final  monument  of  the  riches  of  free, 
fovereign  grace !     And  need  we  aik,  who  eondufked 
all  thefe  movements,  whofe  pleafure  was  fulfilled  by 
all  thefe  events,  whofe  glory  (hines  in  all  thefe  fuccet 
five  changes,  in  all  thefe  opening  profpefts  ?  A  voicd 
from  heaven  replies,  *^  I  the  Lord,  wonderful  in  coun- 
.  fel,  and  excellent  in  working ;    wife  in  heart,  and 
mighty  in  ftrength.     I  fee  the  end  from  the  begin- 
ning ;  my  counfel  fliall  fland.*' 

•*— When  this  great  myftery  Ihall  be  finiflied,  the 
mighty  chain  extended,  the  connexion  and  depends 
ence  of  link  upon  link  difcerned,  hell  Ihall  be  con* 
founded,  the  inhabitants  of  the  world  aftoniflied,  an-; 
gels  rejoice,  and  the  praife  of  God  afcend  from  every 
tongue,  • 

'  The  folemn  fervice  being  over,  we  may  fnppofe 
Aaron  and  his  family  retiring  with  the  complacency 
of  good  minds,  rejoicing  in  the  honour  put  upon  them, 
in  the  eyes  of  all  Ifrael ;  in  the  profpeft  of  a  dignity 
higher  than  the  pomp  of  kings,  which  was  about  to 
defcend  to  their  lateft  pofterity  :  and,  above  all,  in  that 
open  declaration  of  the  divine  approbation,  the  celef* 
tial  fire  that  confumcd  the  fat  of  their  facrifice.  But, 
alas !  what  condition  of  humanity  admits  of  ix^rtain, 
unmixed,  or  lading  felicity  ?  That  ufeful,  neceflary, 
awful  element,  wtuch  fignally  interpofed  to  declare 
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the  choice  of  Heaven,  fpeedily  interpofes  to  punilh 
and  to  affliS  that  chpfen  family,  ai;d  to  ferve  as  a 

.  warning  forever,  that  "  God  will  be  fandified  in  all 
them  that  draw  nigh  to  him/' 

The  remaining  incidents  of  the  high-pricft^s  life, 
which  we  have  on  record,  are  but  few  in  number,  but 
they  are  inftruftive,  and  interefting,  as  we  hope  to 
make  appear,  if  God  fhall  be  pleafed  to  indulge  us 
with  another  opportunity  of  this  kind. 

In  reviewing  the  fqbjed:,  we  obferve  what  it  is  that 
conftitutes  the  perfeft  chai after  of  a  prieft  of  the  mofl: 
high  God }  HoUnefs  io  the  Lord  on  the  forehead ; 
uppermoft,  overlooking  all,  dire£i:ing  ^\\"^  and  Ifrael 
retting  upon  the  heart. 

The  minifters  of  religion  are,  by  their  office  and 
ilation,  perpetually  admoniflied  to  fhun  every  appear- 
ance of  what  h  mean,  felfifh  or  ungenerous.     They 

*  are  appointed  of  God  to  aid,  inltrud  and  comfort 
their  fellow-creatures ;  to  promote  their  beft  inter* 
efts ;  to  cherifli  in  them  the  beft  and  nobleft  prin* 
ciples  of  their  nature:  and  they  are  urged  toper- 
form  this,  by  the  higheft  confiderations  which  the 
human  mind  can  feel.    Whatever  be  the  difpenfation, 

fc  the  fpirit  of  the  office  and  the  nature  of  the  fervice  are 
the  fame.  They  ftand  as  mediators  between  God 
and  men.  They  bear  on  their  hearts  the  names,  the 
infirmities,  the  wants,  the  diftreffes,  the  forrows,  the 
joys  of  the  people  j  and  carry  them  with  fympathy 
and  affeftion  to  the  throne  of  grace :  and  they  re- 
turn from  thence  bringing  on  their  lips  the  "  anfwer 
of  peace.'*  They  lofe  themfelves  in  labours  of  love  ; 
they  fink  every  unworthy  aim,  every  low  purfuit,  in 
feeking  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  profperity  of  the 
Ifrael  of  God.  The  minifter  who  underftands,  feels 
and  performs  his  duty,  is  one  of  the  moft  exalted  of 
beings. 

Aaron  and  his  fons  were  confecrated  to  the  fervice 
of  God,  and  of  the  congregation,  by  the  fprinkling  of 
klood  applied  to  the  ear,  the  hand,  the  foot.     Thus 

their 
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their  whole  facuhies  were  claimed  by  tlwir  greaft  Au- 
thor, and  were  thus  devoted  to  him  :  aad  the  fymbot 
of  atonement  became  the  feal  of  their  dedics^ioiu 
And  thus  every  chriftian  becomes  a  prieft  unto  the 
moft  high  God,  redeemed  by  blood,  fet  apart  by  the 
wafliing  of  regeneration  and  the  renewing  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft.  "  Wafli  me,  Lord,  and  I  ihaJl  be  clean, 
Iprinkle  me,  aiid  I  (hall  be  whiter  than  fnow  :"  "  Not 
my  feet  only,  but  alfo  my  hands  and  my  bead."  "  Un- 
to him  that  loved  us,  and  wafhed  us  from  our  fins  in 
his  own  blood,  and  hath  made  us  kings  and  priefts 
unto  God  and  his  Father ;  to  him  be  glory  and  do* 
minion  forever  and  ever.     Amen."* 

*'  Every  high-pried  taken  from  among  men,  is  or. 
dained  for  men  in  things  pertaining  to  God,  thsyt  he 
may  offer  both  gifts  and  facrifices  for  fins  :  who  can 
have  compaffion  en  the  ignorant,  and  on  them  that 
are  out  of  the  way  ;  for  that  he  himfelf  alfo  is  com- 
paffed  with  infirmity  :"t  but  "  if  perfedion  were  by 
the  Levitical  ptiefthood,  (for  under  it  the  people  re- 
ceived the  law)  what  further  need  was  there,  that  an- 
other prieft  Ihould  rife  after  the  order  of  Mekhifedec, 
and  not  be  called  after  the  order  of  Aaron  ?"|  "  But 
Chrift  being  -come  an  high-prieft  of  good  things  to 
come,  by  a  greater  and  more  pcrfeft  tabernacle,  not 
made  with  hands,  that  is  to  lay,  not  of  this  building  j 
neither  by  the  blood  of  goats  and  calves,  but  by  his 
own  blood,  he  entered  in  once  into  the  holy  place, 
having  obtained  eternal  redemption  for  us.  For  if 
the  blood  of  bulls  and  of  goats,  and  the  afhes  of  an 
heifer  fprinkling  the  unclean,  fandifieth  to  the  purify- 
ing of  the  flefii ;  how  much  more  fliall  the  blood  of 
Chrift,  who,  through  the  eternal  Spirit,  offered  him- 
felf without  fpot  to  God,  purge  your  confcience  from 
dead  works  to  ferve  the  living  God  ?**§ 

The  fire  once  kindled  fupernaturally  by  the  cekftial 
flame,  was  to  be  kept  alive  by  human  cate  and  atten- 
tion.    Miraculous  interpofitions  of  Providence  are 
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not  to  be  expcdcd,  as  an  indulgence  to  carelefsnefe 
and  lloth.  He  only  who  diligently  exercifes  the 
powers  which  God  has  given  him,  who  employs  the 
means  which  Providence  has  furnifhed,  and  which  con- 
fcience  approves,  can  with  confidence  look  up  to  Heav* 
en,  and  rejoice  in  hope  of  divine  affiftapce.  Would 
you  that  the  facred  flanxe  of  devotion,  of  charity, 
ftiould  live  in  your  heart,  fliould  glow  upon  your 
tongue,  refort  daily  to  the  altar  of  God,  and  preferve 
its  adivity  by  "  a  live  coal*'  from  thence.  Then  youf 
face  fliall  fliine,  then  your  lips  (hall  overflow  with  the 
law  of  kindnefs,  then  your  hand  fhall  open  to  the  fon& 
of  want,  then  you  fhall  ^*  rejoice  with  joy  unfpeakablc 
smd  full  of  glory/' 
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NUMBERS    XX.    2^ 29. 

And  the  Lord /pake  unto  Mofes  and  Aaron  in  Mount  Hor^ 
by  the  coaji  of  the  land  of  Edom^  fiy^^S^  Aaron  fhall  be 
gathered  unto  his  people :  for  hejhall  not  enter  into  the 
land  'whicli  I  have  given  unto  the  children  of  Ifrael^  be* 
caufe  ye  rebelled  againjl  my  word  at  the  water  of  Meri^ 
bah.  Take  Aaron  and  Eleazar  his  fon^  and .  bring 
them  up  unto  Mount  Hor  :  andflrip  Aaron  of  bis  gar^ 
ments^  and  put  them  upon  Eleazar  his  fon  :  and  Aaron 
fhall  be  gathered  unto  his  people ^  and  fhall  die  there* 
And  Mofes  did  as  the  Lord  commanded :  and  they  went 
up  into  Mount  Hor^  in  the  fight  of  all  the  congregation* 
And  Mofes  Jiripped  Aaron  of  his  garments^  and  put 
them  upon  Eleazar  his  fon  ;  and  Aaron  died  there  in 
the  top  of  the  mount.  And  Mofes  and  Eleazar  came 
down  from  the  mount.  And  when  all  the  congregation 
faw  that  Aaron  was  dead^  they  mourned  for  Aaron  thir- 
ty days^  even  all  the  houfe  of  IfraeL 

W  ERE  It  not  that  life  and  immortality  have  been 
brought  to  light  by  the  gofpel,  human  life  muft  appear 
in  the  eye  of  fober  reafon,  a  trifling  fcene  of  vanity 
and  impertinence.  Wherefore  drops  that  babe  into 
the  grave  as  foon  as  he  is  born  ?  Why  was  the 
wretched  mother  torn  with  anguifh  to  bring  him  into 
the  world  ?  Was  it  only  to  be  torn  with  more  cruel 
anguifh,  to  behold  him  prematurely  fnatched  out  of 
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it  again  ?  Why  is  that  old  offender  permitted  to  live, 
a  burden  upon  the  earth,  the  derifion,  hatred,  and 
fcorn  of  mankind  ?  Why  does  that  minion  '*  fret  and 
ftrut  his  hour  upon  the  ftage,"  arrayed  in  the  glitter 
gf  royalty  ?  Wherefore  itrides  that  barbarian  from 
conqueft  to  conqueft,  from  continent  to  continent  ? 
Why  pines  modeft  worth  in  indigence  and  obfcurity, 
and  wherefore,  at  length,  perifhes  it  oh  a  dunghill  ? 
Thefe,  and  a  thoufand  fuch  queftions  that  might  be 
afked,  the  do^rine  of  immortality  and  of  a  judgment 
to  come,  refolves  in  a  moment.  **  We  know  but  in 
part,  we  fee  in  a  glafs  darkly/*  What  the  great 
Lord  of  nature,  providence  and  grace  doth,  we  know 
not  now,  but  we  fliall  know  hereafter. 

The.  brevity  and  extenfion  of  life,  difference  of 
rank,  talent,  office  and  condition,  variety  of  fortune 
and  fuccefs,  acquire  an  importance  not  their  own  by 
their  influence  on  character  and  moral  conduci:,  by 
the  changes  which  they  produce  on  the  foul  of  a  man, 
by  their  reaching  forward  into  eternity,  and  by  pro- 
ducing eSeds  which  no  length  of  duration  can  ever 
alter* 

Men  die,  offices  pafs  from  hand  to  hand,  difpenfations 
change  ;  but  the  purpofes  of  Heaven  are  permanent, 
the  plans  of  Providence  are  ever  going  forward,  and 
while  one  generation  of  men  removes  to  that  world  of 
fpirits  from  whence  no  traveller  returns,  another  rifes 
up  to  contemplate  the  wonders  of  that  which  now  is, 
and  to  carry  on  the  bufinefs  of  it.  Hence  wife  and 
good  men  become  not  only  concerned  about  their 
own  future  and  eternal  happinefs,  but  about  the  prof- 
perity  aiid  happinefs  of  the  world,  after  they  have 
ceafed  to  fee  and  enjoy  it.  Hence  they  cheerfully  en- 
gage in  fchemes  which  they  cannot  live  to  execute, 
and  juflly  foothe  their  fouls  to  peace,  in  the  profped 
of  a  kind  of  immortality  upon  earth.  Hence  among 
the  other  motives  to  excel  in  goodnefs,  this  has  a 
plealing  and  a  powerful  influence,  "  the  righteous 
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(hall  be  had  in  everlafting  remjsnibrance/'  "  while  the 
memory  of  the  wicked  ftiall  rot.*' 

It  is  as  difficult  to  make  the  proper  eftimate  of  death 
as  of  life.  Death  is  an  undoubted  mark  of  the  di- 
vine difpleafure  againft  fin,  and  h  inflifted  as  ^  pun- 
ifhment  upon  the  guilty.  But,  like  all  the  punifh- 
ments  of  Heaven,  it  is  upon  the  whole,  and  in  the  if- 
fue,  an  unfpeakable  benefit  to  good  men.  The  juft 
eftimate  of  death,  then,  muft  depend  upon-what  we 
are,  and  upon  the  confequent  change  which  death 
ihall  produce  in  our  internal  charafter,  or  outward 
condition.  It  is  a  light  evil  to  be  ftripped  of  prieftly 
robes,  the  work  of  man's  hands ;  and  to  return  naked 
into  the  earth  as  we  came  from  it ;  it  is  a  light  thing 
to  feel  the  earthly  houfe  of  this  tabernacle  diffolving, 
and  the  head  which  wore  the  mitre  or  the  crown 
finking  into  the  duft  ;  while  the  promife  of  Him  who 
is  faithful  and  true,  rears  for  us  "  a  building  of  God, 
an  houfe  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  rn  the  heav- 
ens;*'* while  the  eye  of  faith  contemplates  that 
**  crown  of  righteoufncfs,  which  the  Lord  the  right- 
eous Judge  ftiall  give  at  that  day  :  and  not  to  one  on- 
ly, but  unto  all  them  alfo  that  love  his  appearing,"! 
affured  that  "  to  be  abfent  from  the  body  is  to  be 
prefent  with  the  Lord." 

If  ever  there  was  an  enviable  domeftic  fitaation,  it 
was  that  of  Aaron  elevated  to  the  priefthood.  Think 
of  the  honeft  pride  of  honourable  alliance :  and  who 
would  not  have  been  ptoud  of  fuch  a  brother  as  Mo»- 
fes?  Reflect  on  an  office  of  the  higheft  digtiity  and 
refpefl:,  procured  not  by  cabal  atid  intrigue,  but  be- 
ftowed  by  the  voluntary  appointment  of  Hirn  who  is 
the  fcmrce  of  all  honour.  A  fuitable  provifion  like- 
wife  made  for  the  fupport  of  that  dignity,  and  an  ex- 
ternal habit  annexed  to  it,  that  could  not  fail  to  at- 
trafl:  notice  and  reverence.  The  facred  office  was  en- 
tailed upon  him  and  his  family  forever,  and  that  fam- 
ily built  up  by  four  hopeful  fons,  his  coadjutors  and 

fucceffors  : 
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fucccffors  :  and,  to  crown*  the  whole,  thefe  pleafmg, 
flattering  circumftances  were  cro-jvned  with  an  open, 
unequivocal,  indubitable  mark  of  the  divine  approba- 
tion. The  fire  of  heaven  caught  hold  of  their  burnt- 
offering,  and  kindled  a  flame  never  to  be  quenched* 
But  alas,,  how  fliort-lived  was  this  tranquillity!  The 
fons  of  Aaron  are  hardly  confecrated  to  their  office, 
when  the  two  eldefl:  profane  and  difgrace  it.  Celeftiai 
fire  haa  fcarcely  proclaimed  the  favour  and  accept- 
ance of  God,  when  with  unhallowed  fire,  which  he 
commanded  not,  they  defile  his  altar  and  his  fervice : 
and  thereby  call  down  a  fecond  time  fire  from  above, 
to  avenge  a  holy  and  righteous  God,  as  before  to  difi. 
play  the  grace  of  Him  who  is  good  and  merciful. 
The  notoriety  of  the  late  tranfaftions,  the  facrednefs 
of  their  charafter,  and  the  diftinguiflied  regard  of 
Heaven  expreffed  toward  them^  greatly  enhance  the 
atrocioufiiefs  of  their  guilt,  and  juftify  the  feverity  of 
their  punifliment. 

This  tragical  event  is  thus  recorded  by  Mofes, 
whofe  niethod  it  is  neither  to  extenuate,  nor  to  fct 
<lown  aught  in  malice.  .  "  And  Nadab  and  Abihu, 
the  fons  of  Aaron,  took  either  of  them  his  cenfer, 
and  put  fire  therein,  and  put  incenfe  thereon,  and  of- 
fered fl:range  fire  before  the  Lord^  which  he  com- 
manded them  not.  And  there  went  out  fire  ifrom  the 
Lord,  and  devoured  them,  and  they  died  before  the 
Lord."*  The  words  are  few,  but  they  convey  a  full 
and  diftin^  idea  of  the  guilt  of  the  parties. :  though 
by  attending  to  the  context,  we  (hall  have  reafon  ro 
conclude  their  crime  was  of  a  very  complex  nature. 
And  furely  it  could  be  no  common  trangreflion  which 
drew  down  a  judgment  fb  dreadful.  Bifliop  Patrick 
is  of  opinion  that  Nadab  and  Abihti '  had  rendered 
themfelves-  incapable  of  doing  their  duty  by  intem- 
perance ;  that  they  indulged  in  the*  delicacies  of  the 
facrifice  to  a  criminal  excefs,  till  they  w^ere  indapabie 
of  putting  a  difference  between  holy  and  unholy,  and 

between 
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between  clear!  iind  unclean.  This  conjefture  is  found* 
ed  upon  the  injunftion  which  immediately  follows  the 
narration  of  this  difnial  ftory  in  the  ninth  and  tenth 
verfes.  "  Do  not  drink  wine  nor  ftrong  drink,  thou 
nor  thy  fons  with  thee,  when  ye- go  into  the  taberna- 
cle of  the  congregation  5  left  ye  die :  it  fliall  be  a  ftat^ 
ute  forever,  throughout  your  generations  ;  and  that 
ye  may  put  diiTerence  between  hc^y  and  unholy,  and 
between  unclean  and  clean/'  If  there  be  truth  in 
this  Gonjefture,  it  is  a  melancholy  proof,  that  the  beft 
things  are  moft  liable  to  abufe,  that  the  bi:utal  part  of 
our  nature  is  ever  ready  to  run  away  with  the  ration- 
al :  that  as  God  is  continually  employing  himfelf  in 
bringing  good  out  of  evil,  fo  men  are  forever  per- 
verfely  employing  themfelves  in  bringing  evil  out  of 
good. 

Others  have  chargf  d  upon  thefe  two  fons  of  Aaron, 
the  criminality  of  attempting  to  enter  the  moft  holy 
place,  which  was  not  permitted  but  to  the  high-prieft, 
and  that  only  at  certain  ftated  times.  This  charge 
is  eftablifhed  in  the  following  manner.  In  the  paffage 
we  have  quoted,  it  is  faid,  that  it  was  before  the  Lord 
that  Nadab  and  Abihu  offered  incenfe  with  ftrange 
fire.  Upon  comparing  this  with  what  is  recorded 
in  the  lixteenth  chapter  in  the  firft  and  fecond  verfes, 
where  Mofes  recapitulates  this  fad  event,  we  find  it 
added,  "  The  Lord  faid  unto  Mofes,  Speak  unto  Aa- 
ron thy  brother,  that  he  come  not  at  all  times  into 
the  holy  place,  within  the  veil  before  the  mercy-feat, 
which  is  upon  the  ark ;  that  he  die  not :  for  I  will 
appear  in  the  cloud  upon  the  mercy-feat.*^  Hence  it 
has  been  inferred  that  the  two  young  men,  uncalled, 
unauthorifed,  prefumed  to  enter  that  auguft  depart- 
ment of  the  tabernacle,  afluming  to  themfelves  priv- 
ileges that  belonged  only  to  the  fupreme  priefthood, 
which  in  their  father's  life  time  it  was  unlawful  to 
intermeddle  with,  and  which  even  he  himfelf  durft 
not  at  all  times  exercife.  But  though  neither  of  thefe 
fuppofitions  be  improbable,  we  have  no  occafiop  to 
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go  fo  far  for  a  difcovery  of  their  crime,  nor  to  ac- 
count for  the  feverity  with  which  it  was  punifhed. 
The  fin  of  Nadab  and  Abihu  confifted  fimply  in  this, 
they  burnt  incenfe  with  Jirange  fire.  Now  the  mean- 
ing of  this  expreflion  we  fliall  be  able  eafily  to  coUeft, 
by  comparing  together  a  few  p'aflages  that  have  an 
obvious  connexion,  and  ferve  to  iiluftrate  and  explain 
each  other,  Firft,  in  Levitiqus  chapter  the  ninth, 
verfe  twenty-fourth,  it  is  faid  that  "  fire  from  the 
Lord,"  that  is,  either  fire  immediately  defcending 
from  heavea,  or  iffuing  out  of  the  cloud  that  covered 
the  tabernacle,  confumed  the  firft  viftims  which  Aaroa 
ojBFered  for  a  burnt-offering.  Again — ^This  facred 
fire,  once  miraculoufly  kindled,  was  by  a  fpecial  ordi- 
nance to  be  kept  forever  alive;  as  we  read,  Leviti- 
cus chapter  the  fixth,  verfes  twelfth  and  thirteenth. 
Thus  thq  vigilance,  attention  ana  care  of  man,  was  to 
preferve  and  continue  what  Providence  had  begun. 
By  another  ordinance  it  was  enjoined,  that  the  incenfe 
to  be  offered  on  the  day  of  atonement,  fhould  be 
kindled  by  a  portion  of  that  perpetual  fire.  This  we 
read  in  Leviticus  chapter  the  fixteenth,  verfes  eleventh, 
twelfth  and  thirteenth.  This  then  was  the  fire  which 
the  Lord  commanded  to  be  ufed  ;  and  of  courfe,  ev- 
ery other  kind  of  fire,  however  produced*,  and  though 
in  all  other  r^fpefts  adequate  to  the'  purpofe,  was  un- 
lawful, forbidden  or  Jirange.  This  accordingly  confti- 
,  tuted  the  guilt,  they  took  upon  ihem  to  kindle  the 
incenfe,  which  their  office  obliged  them  to  burn  ev- 
ery evening  and  morning,  with  a  fire  different  from 
that  which  burnt  continually  on  the  altar  of  burnt- 
offering  ;  every  other  being  Jirange  fire,  which  the 
Lord  commanded  not.  Now  it  was  certainly  fit  and 
neceffary  that  fuch  a  crime  fhould  be  punifhed  in  the 
moft  exemplary  manner.  The  fanftity  of  the  whole 
inftitution  was  over  at  once,  if  the  minifters  of  it  might 
with  impunity,  in  the  very  fetting  out,  prefume  tQl^ 
difpenfe  with  its  moft  auguft  ceremonies.  The  rank 
and^ftation  of  the  offenders  was  a  high  aggravation 
Vol-  IV.  L  of 


ef  their  offence.    It  was  tiieir  dirty  to  have  fet  ao  e^c-t 
aia^ple  of  fcrupidous  regard  to  the  kaawu  will  of^ 
God*    They  had  beea  a<iwtted  to  iafli?e  intimate 
eonxmunion  with  God  than  others ;.  had  feea  more 
of  the  terroxs  of  his  power,  more  of  the  wrodors  of 
his  grace.    Unhappy  men !  how  had  thi^y  been,  be* 
trayed  into  an  etiror  fo  fatal  ?  Ignorance  it  could  not 
bey  the  voice  of  the  law  waar  yet  ibiawiing  in  their 
e.a:5s*     Dared  they  to  becarelefs.  in  any  thing  that  re-i^ 
lated  to  the  fervice  of  a  holy  God  i   They  had  feen 
the  exaftnefs  of  their  pious  unck,  in.  forpiiag  ever^ 
thing  according  to  the  pattern  fhiewed  him  in  the 
naount.     Was  it  indeed  a  wilful  and  deliberate  viola- 
tion of  the  law  ?  I-  fpar,  I  fear  it  was  ;.  axid  dreadful 
was  the  expiation.     The  laiihaUowed  fire  of  their  owa 
kindling  was  quickly  abforbed  in  a  hotter  flame  i. 
**  they  died  before  tl*  Lord ;,  for  there  went  out  fijra 
fe-om  the  Lord,  and  devoured  them^'^*     Neither  th^r 
facred  charafiter ,.  the  lacrednefs  of  th^  place,  nor  the 
facredojefs  of  the  employment,  can;  proteft  tb«m  fron^ 
the  keen  ftroke  of  avenging  juftice-    "  Let  us  have 
grace  whereby  we  may  ferve  God   acceptably,,  with 
reverence  and  godly  fear  ;  for  om  God  is  a  coarfunv- 
ing  foe/' ft     Unhappy  fcither  I   what  were  now  thy 
feelinga ;;  bereaved  In  one  fad  day  of  half  thy  children, 
of  thy  fijrft,  thy  darling  hopes :  to  behold  them  thus 
immaturely  cut  off,  taken  away  in  anger  1:  The  bitter- 
nefs  of  death  is  not  relieved  by  one  confolatory  cir- 
Gumftance.     What  is  the  lofs  of  children  in  infeacy, 
and  falling  by  the  ftroke  of  nature,,  compaxed;  to  this  ? 
Ho  heighten  the  old  man^s  affidion,  he  is  exprefsly 
forbidden  to  mourn,  or  to  aflift  in  the  laft  fad-  offices 
of  humanity  towards,  his  deceafed  fons.     Behold  him 
in  raujre  dejetSion  and  diflrefs^  miniftring  in  tihe  duties 
of  his  charge,  attentive  to  the  calls  of  the  living,,  leav- 
ing to  others,  the  care  of  burying  the  dead.     How 
feverely  mutt  his.  own  offences  now  have  been  brought 
to  his  retQembrance  !  He  bad  been  guilty  of  a  crime 
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of  equal  or  greater  msignitude ;  he  had  led  the  way 
in  idolatry,  ^4  prefided  in  the  worfhjp  of  a  thing  of 
his  own  fabrication ;  but  juftice  fuffered  him  to  live^ 
to  live  to  fee  bis  own  fons  dying  for  a  crime  fimilar 
to  bis  oWn.  Alas,  what  is  prolonged  life  but  length* 
ened  anguifh ! 

As  the  giving  of  the  law  was  fenced  round  with 
j&re,  and  the  fanflity  of  the  tabernacle  worfliip  guards 
ed  by  a  flaming  fword,  fo  the  meeker,  gentler  inftitu- 
tion  of  th^  gofpel,  fortified  i(s  firfl:  beginnings  by  exe- 
cuting judgment  on  prefumjptuous  finners.  Severity 
is  the  foul  of  a  law>  efpepially  when  it  is  notified  to 
thofe  who  are  obliged  to  fubmit  to  it ;  indulgence,  or 
the  appearance  of  feeblenefs,  are  of  the  moft  danger- 
ous confequence,  efpeciaJly  in  the  commencement  of 
a  new  conftitution.  One  of  the  heralds  of  the  Saviour 
of  mankind  began  his  miniftry  by  a  dap  of  thunder; 
the  firft  r>ys  he  (hot  from  his  eyes  were  mortal,  and 
the  fudden  death  of  two  falfe  and  perfidious  difciples 
was  the  feal  of  his  apoftlefhip.*  The  feeond  coming 
of  the  Lord  himfelf  is  to  be  ^^  in  flaming  fire,  taking 
vengeance  cm  them  that  know  not  God,  and  that 
obey  not  the  gofpel  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.**t 

Aaron  had  now  arrived  at  an  advanced  period  of 
life,  and  at  the  pofTefSon  of  an  office  and  raijk  in  Ufe,  X 
which  rendered  biui  an  objefl:  of  envy  to  fome,  and  of 
veneration  to  others^  He  had  oftener  than  once  been 
correded  by  his  own  folly,  and  he  was  "  the  flpn 
who  had  feen  afflidion  by  the  rod  of  God's  ang^  ;** 
but  neither  the  fire  of  calamity,  nor  the  frofl  orage ; 
neither  the  counfels  of  experience,  nor  the  fanftity  of. 
office,  have  been  able  to  fubdue  indwelling  corrup- 
tion ;  for  we  immediately  find  him  in  a  plot^  with 
Miriam  his  fifter,  to  difturb  the  peace,  dimihilh  the 
refpefl:,  and  diftrefs  the  government  of  their  brother 
Mofes.  Their  pretence  was  his  marriage  with  an 
"  Ethiopian  woman;**   an  event  which  had  taken 

L  2  place 


^56  ,         Hi/lory  of  Aaron.  Lect.  XI^ 

place  forty  years  before  ;  an  union  which  had  no  im- 
morality in  it ;  which  tranfgreffed  no  law,  for  the  law 
was  not  then  given ;  and  againft  which  God  himfelf 
had  not  exprefled  any  difpleafure ;  but  had  crowned 
it  with  the  bleffing  of  children,  who  were  juftly  ad- 
mitted to  rank  in  Ifrael. 

The  real  caufe  was  their  envy  of  the  pre-emifience, 
which  their  younger  brother  had  obtained  over  them 
in  all  things,  civil  and  facred.  For  this,  in  fpite  of 
all  their  att,  breaks  out  in  the  malicious  whifpers 
which  they  fcatter  abroad  to  blacken  their  brother's 
deputation.  "  Hath  the  Lord  indeed  fpoken  only  by 
Mofes  ?  Hath  he  not  fpoken  alfo  by  us  ?"*  If  Mo- 
fes  indeed  erred  by  marrying  Jethro's  daughter,  he 
had  feverely  fmarted  for  it ;  for  being  induced,  by  an^ 
improper  compliance  with  her  humour,  to  negleft  the 
circumcifion  of  his  fon,  he  had  nearly  paid  the  forfeit 
of  that  negleft  with  his  life,  by  the  hand  of  God  him-^ 
felf ;  and  now  his  good  name  is  bleeding  on  Zippo- 
rah's  account,  by  the  envenomed  tongues  of  his  own 
brother  and  fifter  ;  and  "^  who  can  (land  before  en- 
vy ?**  Who  can  think  to  efcape,  if  Mofes  remain  not 
unhurt  ?  This  attack  upon  his  fame  and  comfort 
gives  Mofes  occafion  to  deliver  his  own  eulogium  ; 
and  I  believe  it  juft,  for  he  gives  it  with  that  lovely 
fimplicity,  w  hich  charafterifes  all  that  he  relates  of 
himfelf  or  of  others.  "  Now  the'  man  Mofes  was  very 
meek,  above  all  the  men  which  were  upon  the  face 
of  the  earth."!  He  either  had  riot  heard  the  fcandal- 
ous  fpeeches  which  were  propagated  to  his  difadvan- 
tage  by  Aaron  and  Miriam  ;  or  he  pitied  and  neglefted 
them.  Who  knows  what  length  the  mifchief  might 
have  gone,  had  it  not  been  heard  and  avenged  by  the 
Protecior  of  injured  innocence.  ''  The  Lord  heard 
it.'*     Let  the  flanderer  hear  this  and  tremble. 

The  two  brothers  and  their  filler  are  now  fummon- 
ed  to  prefent  themfelves  together  at  the  door  of  the 
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4:abernacle  of  the  congregation,  and  the  glory  of  the 
Lord  appears  :  and  a  voice  from  that  glory  pro- 
nounces aloud  and  at  full  length,  the  praife  of  the 
man  who  had  fpoken  fo  modeftly  of  himfelf,  and  who 
had  been  fo  wickedly  ipaligned  by  his  own  neareft  re- 
lations. "  And  he  faid.  Hear  now  my  words  :  if 
there  be  a  prophet  among  you,  I  the  Lord  will  make 
myfelf  known  unto  him  in  a  vifion,  and  will  fpeak  un- 
to him  in  a  dieam.  My  fervant  Mofes  is  not  fo,  who 
is  faithful  in  all  mine  houfe*  With  him  will  I  fpeak 
mouth  to  mouth,  even  apparently,  and  not  in  darljL 
fpeeches  ;  and  the  fimilitude  of  the  Lord  ihall  he  be- 
hold :  wherefore  then  were  ye  not  afraid  to  fpeak 
againft  my  fervant  Mofes  ?'**  In  many  refpefts  Mo- 
fes was  "  the  figure  of  Him  who  was  to  come,''  and 
in  both  were  peculiarly  verified  the  words  of  Chriil, 
a  man's  foes  Ihall  be  they  of  his  own  houfe,"  and, 
a  prophet  is  not  without  honour,  fave  in  his  own 
country,  and  in  his  own  ho]Life."t  With  God  to  re- 
fent  is  to  avenge  9  having  reproved  the  tranfgreflbrs 
he  withdraws  in  anger,  and  lo,  the  punifhment  is  al- 
ready inflidbed.  *'  The  cloud  departed  from  off  the 
tabernacle,  and  behold,  Miriam  became  leprous,  white 
as  fnow :  and  Aaron  looked  upon  Miriam,  and  be-^ 
hold  Ihe  was  leprous."  t  A  fhocking  example  of  di- 
vine difpleafure  againft  one  of  the  moft  odious  of 
crimes.  My  fair  hearers^  let  me  whifper  an  advice  in 
your  ears.  I  am  no  common-place  declaimer  againft 
your  fex  ;  I  honour  it,  and  I  wifli  to  improve  it ;  you 
muft  hear  me  with  the  greater  attention,  and  mark 
what  I  fay.  You  lie  under  a  general  imputation,  re^ 
fpeding  the  vices  of  the  tongue  ;  but  general  impu- 
tations are  for  the  moft  part  ill-founded.  I  do  not 
mean,  however,  to  infinuate  that  you  are  totally  in^ 
nocent,  or  more  fo  than  the  other  fex  :  for  your  af • 
feftions  are  eager,  and  what  the  heart  feels,  by  the 
eyes  or  the  tongue  you  will  exprefs ;   and  that  ex^ 

preffion 
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prefEon  is  foiHetimes  too  ftrong  for  either  piety  or 
prudence.  I  mean  to  caution  you,  at  prefent,  on  a 
particular  fault  of  the  tongue,  which  affefts  my  own 
profefEon,  which  is  far  from  being  foreign  to  the 
fubje6t,  and  on  ^hich  I  deem  myfejf  both  qualified 
and  entitled  to  adyife  yoU.  .    • 

Women,  among  other  favourite  objeAs,  have  their 
favourite  fyftems  of  religion,  and  their  favourite 
preachers ;  and,  following  the  impulfe  of  an  hofteft 
aflfeftion,  they  are  for  eftablifhing  their  favourite  ob- 
ject on  the  ruins  of  every  competitor.  What  is  the 
confequence  ?  In  the  event  of  difference  of  opinion, 
or  of  attachment,  one  man  is  unmercifully,  unreknt- 
ingly  run  do^yn,  and  another  i$,  with  equal  want  of 
reafon,  magnified  and  exalted.  Woriien,  young 
women,  good  young  women,  think  they  are  only 
yielding  to  the  impulfe  of  a  pious  affeftiou,  Vyheti  they 
applaud  or  cenfure  this  or  the  other  public  gharader.  3 
But  what  are  they  doing  indeed  ?  Blowing,  up  one  || 
poor  vain  idol  of  flraw  into  felF-cpnfequence  and  im?  ; 
portatice  ;  and  piercing  through,  on  the  other  hand, 
an  hofteft  heart  with  anguifh'  unutterable ;  perhap5  .1 
robbing  a  worthy,  h^ippy  family  of  its  bread,  of,  what 
is  more,  of  its  peace  and  comfort,  I  am  no  ftfanger 
to  what  is  by  fome  termed  religious  converfation,  and 
I  am  feriolifly  concerned  about  the  topics  of  it.  It 
generally  turns  upon  perfons,  not  things.  Now,  it 
ought  to  be  juft  the  revetfe.  Perfons  always  miflead 
Us,  for  no  one  is  Wholly  impartial :  but  truth  is  eter- 
nal and  unchangeable.  Apply  then  the  teft — Doei? 
the  converfation  dwell  MpoU  this  man  or  his  neigh- 
bour, his  rival  br  his  enemy-^'-K:heck  it,  away  with  it ; 
what  have  the  interefts  of  piety  to  do  in  the  cafe? 
Had  he  hever  been  born,  ^'  the  foundation  of  God^* 
would  have  ftood  as  it  does,  without  his  feeble  aid. 
Call  no  man  mafter  in  facred  things,  but  Chrift  ;  an4 
take  care  that  you  meafure  neither  orthodoxy,  fenfe 
nor  virtue,  by  the  imperfect,  fiudtuating  ftandard  of 

your 
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your  own  caprfcfe,  iffedion  or  utiderftandiiig.  Were 
limilar  punifhment  inftantly  to  follow  the  vices  of  thie 
tongue,  as  in  the  cafe  of  Miriam,  I  fhudder  to  think 
how  many  a  &ir  face  now  lovely  to  the  iight,  muft 
by  to-morrow  morning  ftand  in  need  of  a  veil ;  but 
not  for  the  fame  reafon  that  the  face  of  Mofes  did  on 
his  defcending  from  the  mount,  to  temper  its  luftre  ; 
but  to  fhroud  its  ioathfomenefs  and  deformity.  Con* 
fider  what  hath  been  faid,  and  '^  fet  a  watch  on  the 
;door  of  your  iips,*'  and  ^*  keep  the  heart  with  aii 
4iiligence/' 
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NUMBERS  XX,    23—29. 

And  the  Lord  /pake  unto  Mofes  and  Aaron  in  Mount 
Horj  by  the  coajt  of  the  land  of  Edom^  f^yi^S'^  -^^^^^ 
fhall  be  gathered  unto  his  people  :  for  he  fball  not  enter 
into  the  land  v^hich  I  have  given  unto  the  children  of 
Ifrael^  becaufe  ye  rebelled  againjl  my  word  at  the  water 
of  Meribah.  Take  Aaron  and  Eleazar  his  fon^  and 
bring  them  up  unto  Mount  Hor :  and  fir ip  Aaron  of  his 
garme?itsy  and  put  them  upon  Eleazar  his  fon  :  and 
Aaron  fhall  be  gathered  unto  his  people^  and  fhall  die 
there.  And  Mofes  did  as  the  Lord  commanded :  and 
they  went  up  into  Mount  Hor^  in  the  fight  of  all  the 
congregation.  And  Mofes  fir ipped  Aaron  of  his  gar* 
ments^  and  put  them  upon  Eleazar  his  fon  ;  and  Aaron 
died  there  in  the  top  of  the  mount.  And  Mofes  and 
Eleazar  came  down  from  the  mounts  And  when  all 
the  congregation  faw  that  Aaron  was  deadj  they  mourn-; 
edfor  Aaron  thirty  days^  even  all  the  houfe  oflfraeU 

X  HE  love  of  life  is  one  of  the  moft  ufeful  and  im- 
portant  principles  implanted  in  human  nature  ;  and 
death,  the  neceffary  end  of  all  men,  is  an  event,  mer- 
cifully and  in  wifdom  hid  from  our  eyes.  Hoping 
that  we  may  live  till  to-morrow,  we  feel  ourfelves  im- 
pelled to  exert  ourfelves  to-day,  to  make  fome  pro- 
vifion  for  it.     Not  knowing  the  time  of  their  death, 

men 
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men  are  ,,eugaged  to  afl:  as  if  they  were  ImmortaU 
And  though  no  wife  man  would  ^'  wifh  to  live  air 
ways,''  or  can  deem  it  poffible,  yet  the  precife  periocl 
never  comes,  when  w^e  find  ourfelves  fo  entirely  un?- 
occupied  with  temporal  profpefts  or  purfuits,  fo  totaU 
ly  mortified  to  the  world,  as  to  be  difpofed  with  cheer- 
fulnef$  to .  leave  it.  Hence  the  buflnefs  of  the  world 
goes  on,  which  would  otherwife  ftand  ftill  ;  and  that 
God  of  whofe  years  there  can  be  no  end,  is  carrying 
on  defigns  of  everlaftiug  moment,  by  frail  and  fhortr 
lived  inftruments^  This  man  makes  a  few  feeble,  dy*- 
ing  efforts,  and  expires.  Another  comes  after  him, 
takes  up  the  inftrument  which  his  fallow  had  laid 
down,  makes  his  ftroke  or  two,  and  expires  likewife ; 
and  yet  by  means  of  efforts  fo  weak,  fo  interrupted, 
and  felf-deftroying,  the  purpofes  of  Heaven  proceed, 
the  building  pf  God  rife^  j  every  lofs  is  inftantly  re- 
paired, every  defeft  fupplied,  and  no  chafm  in  th^  ~;^  -" 
chain  of  Providence  is  permitted  to  take  place.  Hence 
rnen  are  digi^fied  with  the  title  of  fellow- workers  with 
God,  and  the  perifhing  attempts  of  perifhing  creatures 
are  employed  in  maturing  the  plans  of  infinite  wif- 
dom,  and  are  honoured  by  the  acceptance  and  ap- 
probation of  Him  who  "  \yorketh  all  thinigs  after  the 
counfel  of  his  o^n  will.*'  What  a  m.6tave  to  dili- 
gence, exertion  and  perfev^rance ! 

"  I  paint  for  eternity,"  replied  the  great  artift^  of 
antiquityj  when  reprehended  for  an  over  curious,  pain- 
ful and  laborious  attention,  to  the  raore  nice  ^nd  del- 
icate touches  of  his  favourite  pieces.  What  a  kfibn 
of  encouragement,  admonition  and  reproof  lb  chriftr 
ians  !  They  are  indeed  acting  for  jsternity  ; '  not,  like 
the  painter,  purfuing  the  empty  bubble,  reputation, 
but  aiming  at  "  the  end  of  their  faith,  even  the  falva- 
tion  of  thKr  fouls."  They  are  driving  continually  to 
bring  a  new  tribute  of  praife  to  God,  and  to  promote 
the  everlafting  happinefs  of  mankind. 

It  is  truly  pitiable  to  fee  a  poor  treature  cleaving  to 
ji|e  after  the  relifh  of  it  is  gone,  merely  froni  a  fond 

attachment 
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attachment  to  the  thin^  of  time.   It  ir  tnore  iamenta«* 
ble  ilill  to  behold  a  miferable  wretch  fhrinking  irotn 
death,  through  a  well-grounded  horror  of  its  confe- 
quence$«      But  to  defire  life  from  a  dcfire  of  doing 
good  ;  to  be  willing  to  continue  in  the  flefh,  for  th^ 
greater  good  of  the  church  and  of  the  world,  argutes 
a  great,  a  noble  and  difinterefted  fpirit ;  it  excites 
our  love  and  admiration.       That  m^n   is   inxieed 
immortal,  the  daily  language  of  whofe  conduft  is, 
**  Let  me  perform  at  leaft  one  good  aiflion  mote.     I 
know  I  am  to  die ;  let  my  tongue,  then,  yet  once  a- 
gain  fpeak  praife  to  God  and  inftruftion  to  man,  be- 
fore it  becomes  forever  (ilent.     Before  the  cold  hand 
of  death  freezes  up  the  genial  current  at  my  heart,  let 
it  pour  out  the  gentle  ftream  of  kindnefs,  fympathy 
and  love.    While  this  arm  is  able  as  yet  to  extend  it- 
felf,  and  this  hand  to  expand,  let  it  be  extended  to 
protedl  the  oppreffed,  to  fupporf  the  weak  j  let  it  bt 
expanded  to  feed  the  hungry,  to  clothe  the  naked,  to 
relieve  the  miferable.     Ere  my  eyj^s  dofe,  to  open  no 
more,  let  fome  one  of  the  wonderful  things  of  Ood  a- 
gain  pafs  through  them,  to-revive  my  drooping  fpirits, 
to  cheer  and  elevate  my  finking  foul ;  and  before  I 
diveft  myfelf  of  my  robes  of  office,  never  to  refumc 
them,  Jet  m^  humoly  endeavour  to  minifter  to  the 
Lorcl,  and  to  th?  fpiritual  ^ants  of  men,  in  the  duties 
pf  my  ftation.*' 

Calm  and  compofed  as  was  the  death  of  Aaron,  we 
advance  toward  it  with  flownefs  and  relufbnce,  and 
thii^refore  tvith  eagernefs  feize  the  occafion  which  fcrip- 
ture  afibrds,  of  adverting  to  fome  farther  incidents  of 
his  life,  before  we  come  to  the  hiftory  of  that  fatal 
eyent. 

It  >5ras  with  aftonifhment  and  grief,  we  faw  him  en^ 
•  gaged  in  a  plan  of  difaffeOiion  and  fedition  againft  his 
amiable  and  excellent  brother  ;  and  in  wonder  mixed 
with  terror,  we  obferved  the  mingled  lenity  and  fcr 
verily  of  the  punifliment  inflifted  by  God  on  that  im* 
pious,  unnatural  and  ungrateful  conduft.     But  the  ofi- 
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fence  was  not  expiated  when  Miriam  was  ftrtick  with 
ieprofy,  and  Aaron  thereby  tacitly  reprehended ;  wher^ 
Miriam  •  was  reftored,  and  Ifrael  permitted  to  move 
forwards.  Tranfgreffors  often  flatter  thenjfelves  that 
furely  the  bitternefs  of  death  is  paft^  when  a  righteous 
God  is  but  awaking  to  vetigeance  j  and  it  i«  not  fel- 
dom  found,  that  between  crimes  and  puni{hment$ 
there  is  fuch  an  apparent  affinity,  that  the  criminal  cant 
not  but  read  his  guilt  in  the  evil  which  overtakes  him  j 
and  the  world  is  made  to  "  fep,*^  not  only  ^^  the  ^od,'^ 
but  "  hirti  that  hath  appointed  it.*' 

Six  years  have  elapfed,  from  th^  fedition  of  Aaron 
and  Miriam,  when  a  fimilar  confpiracy  is  formed  to 
difcredit  the  government  of  Mofes,  and  the  priefthood 
of  A^ron,  by  certain  turbulent,  envious  and  ambitipu$ 
men  of  their  own  tribe,  in  confederacy  with  fome  of  ^ 
fimilar  fpirit  of  the  tribe  of  Reuben^  So  widely  and 
£b  fuddenly  has  the  malignity  of  revolt  fptead  itfelf, 
that  no  left  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  princes  of  the 
affembly,  fainous  in  the  congregation,  men  of  re- 
nown, with  their  adherents,  have  been  infefted  by  it : 
and  Aaron  ha$  his  large  (hare  of  that  obloquy, .  which 
he  had  before  fp  unjuftly  employed,  to  Weaken  the 
hands,  sp^d  to  blaft  jthe  reputation  of  his  brother.  But 
fth  !  my  friends,  a  Ieprofy  of  feven  days  could  not  wafh 
away  the  flain  of  this  jtranfgreflion ;  neither  could  the 
blood  of  one  unhappy  vidHm,  make  atonement  for  a 
crime  in  which  fo  many  ^ere  involved.  The  Lord 
jcreates  **  a  new  thing,*^  to  mark  the  feverity  of  his  hot 
difpleafure.  When  Mofes  had  made  an  end  of  de? 
ftouncing  the  judgment  of  God,  it  came  to  pafs  that 
M  the  ground  clave  afunder  that  was  under  them  :  and 
the  earth  opened  her  mouth,  and  fwallowed  them  up, 
and  their  houfes,  and  ^11  the  men  that  appertained  uur  * 
to  Korah,  and  all  their  goods.  They,  and  all  that  apr 
pertained  to  them,  went  down  alive  into  the  pit,  and 
the  earth  clofed  upon  them  :  and  they  perifhed  front 
among  the  congregation.  And  there  came  put  a  fir^ 
If  om  the  Lord,  and  confumed  the  two  hundred  and 
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fifty  men  that  offered  incenfe.*'  *  A  plague  broke  out 
among  the  people,  which,  before  it  was  flayed  by  the 
interpofition  of  the  high^prieft  himfelf,  offering  in,- 
cenfe  between  the  living  and  the  dead,  had  confumed 
fourteen  thoufand  feven  hundred. 

What,  O  Aaron,  were  now  thy  feelings,  furv  eying 
a  field  of  blood  fo  dreadful  and  fo  extenfive  !  What 
were  thy  feelings  in  reflecting  that  for  the  very  offence 
which  thou  thyfelf  h^idft  committed,  Miriam  was  a 
leper,  and  thoufands  were  flain  !  Did  not  thy  heart 
tremble,  as  the  fword  of  the  deftroying  angel  laid  heaps 
upon  heaps,  whilft  thou  flood  ft  in  the  fearful  gap, 
left  its  keen  edge  fhould  reach  thyfelf  ? 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  enormity  of  the  greater 
crimes  which  Aaron  committed,  was  e^pofed  by  the 
judgments  wherewith  God  vifited  fimilar  crimes  in 
others,  not  in  himfelf ;  whereas,  for  an  apparently 
lighter  tranfgreffion,  his  life  was  irrecoverably  forfeit- 
ed, and  he  fell  under  a  doom,  which  nq  penitence  nor 
fupplication  could  alter  or  avert.  We  cannot  judge 
of  the  malignity  of  crimes  from  certain  external  cir- 
curaftances.  Both  in  the  good  which  men  do,  and 
the  evil  they  commit,  God  principally  regards  the 
heart  and  intention  ;  but  to  difcern  and  to  judge  of 
the  thoughts  and  intents  of  the  heart,  is  a  prerogative, 
which  with  awful  propriety  he  has  referved  to  himfelf. 

God  has  puniihed  the  defection  of  Korah  and  his 
abettors  in  the  moft  open  and  exemplary  manner. 
Not  fatisfied  with  this,  becaufe  the  memory  of  judg- 
ments the  moft  fignal  and  alarming,  is  apt  fpeedily  to 
be  obliterated — ^fuch  is  the  thoughtlefsnefs  and  folly 
of  men  !  He  was  pleafed  to  appoint  a  lafting  memorial 
of  the  preference  which  he  had  beftowed  on  Aaron 
and  his  family,  and  to  confer  a  frefh  badge  of  diftinc- 
tion  on  the  man  whom  he  delighted  to  hoiXour. 
Jvlofes  is  direfted  to  take  of  each  of  the  tribes  of  Ifrael 
a  feveral  rod,  and  to  infcribe  every  one  with  the  name 
of  the  prince  of  that  tribe  to  which  it  belonged,  writ- 
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ing  the  name  of  Aaron  on  the  rod  of  the  tribe  of  Levi. 
They  were  to  be  laid  up  together  over  night  before 
the  Lord,  in  the  tabernacle  of  the  congregation  be- 
fore the  teftimony,  and  previous  intimation  was  given 
to  all  concerned,  that  by  the  next  morning,  God 
would  give  an  explicit  and  unequivocal  declaration  of 
his  will,  refpefting  the  ofBce  of  priefthood. 

The  God  whom  we  adore,  would  rather  make  him- 
felf  known  by  the  wonders  which  he  performs,  and 
the  mercies  which  he  difpenfes,  than  by  the  judg- 
ments which  he  executes*  It  was  fulfilled  according- 
ly. The  rods  of  the  eleven  other  tribes  remained  as 
they  were  depofited  ;  feparated  from  the  parent  ftock, 
faplefs,  withered,  and  dead  ;  but  the  rod  of  Aaron,  as 
if  it  had  been  ftill  a  branch  united  to  a  living  root, 
and  by  a  progrefs  of  vegetation  infinitely  more  rapid 
than  nature  knows,  in  the  courfe  of  one  night, 
"brought  forth  buds,  and  bloomed  bloffoms,  and 
yielded  almonds.''  *  And  lo,  a  miracle  as  great  as  a 
lifelefs  t\pg  bringing  forth  fruit,  the  fierce  and  angry 
fpirit  which  a£ts  of  juft  vengeance  had  but  irritated,  is 
by  a  miracle  of  kindnefs  and  condefcenfion,  mollified,* 
melted,  fubdued,  extinguifhed :  and  thus  neceffary  are 
figns  and  wonders  to  filence  and  perfuade  murmuring, 
unbelieving  Hebrews,  as  well  as  to  render  inexcufe- 
able  impenitent  Egyptians. 

This  mark  of  preference  having  been  openly  exhib- 
ited, for  the  conviftion  and  fatisfaftion  of  all,  com- 
mandment is  once  more  given  to  carry  back  this 
wondrous  rod,  and  to  depofit  it  by  itfelf  before  God, 
with  the  other  facred  furniture  of  the  moft  holy  place, 
to  ferve  to  lateft  pofterity  as  one  of  the  precious  mon- 
uments of  the  divine  favour  to  their  forefathers.  It 
is  highly  probable,  that  it  always  preferved  that  ver- 
dure to  which  it  was  thus  preternaturally  reftored  ; 
and  is  a  lively  image  of  the  conftant  prefervation  of 
the  univerfe,  by  that  all-powerful  Word  which  fpake 
it  into  exiltence  at  firft  ;  of  the  continued  fupport  of 
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life  by  the  merciful  vifitation  of  that  Spirit  who 
'*  breathed  into  maa's  noftrils  the  breath  of  life  j  and 
ijiao  became  a  living  fouf* 

Aaron,  thus  again  dt(lingui(hed  and  honoured  o£ 
Heaven,  continues  to  enjoy  the  dignity,  and  to  per- 
form the  duties  of  the  priefthood  for  thirty-one  years 
longer  ;  we  doubt  not,  with  credit  to  himfelf,  and  to 
the  fatisfa&ion  and  advantage  of  all  IfraeL  But, 
alas  !  he  has  the  mortification  of  feeing  that  people 
gradually  and  imperceptibly  wafting  away  before  his 
eyes  ;  he  feels  himfelf  the  dying  minifter  of  a  dying 
congregation  ;  he  obferves  the  hand  of  juftice  doing 
that  by  flow  degrees,  which  it  might  have  accomplifli- 
ed  at  once,  and  employing  forty  year«  in  what  it  could 
have  made  the  work  of  a  fmgle  moment.  At  length 
the  ftroke  of  death  comes  home  to  hi&  own  family, 
and  it  may  be  prefumed  to  his  very  heart.  In  the 
one  hundred  and  twentieth  year  of  his  age,  and  thir- 
ty-feventh  of  his  priefthood,  Miriam,  his  fifter  by  na-^ 
ture,  his  friend  by  habit  and  afFe£l:ion,  aivd,  fad  to 
think,  his  companion  in  oftence,  is  removed  to  a  world 
of  fpirits,  and  he  is  warned  of  his  own  departure,  by 
the  lofs  of  one  of  his  neareft  and  dcareft  relations. 
Mofes  delineates  her  charader  with  fingular  concife- 
neft  and  fimplicity.  The  hand  which  flie  had  in  his 
prefervation,  when  he  was  expofed,  in  early  infancy, 
upon  the  Nile,  procures  feer  an  intereft  in  his  affec- 
tion, and  in  thofe  of  his  readers,  which  the  blameable- 
nefs  of  fome  parts  of  her  after  conduft  is  unable 
wholly  to  deftxoy.  Qur  cenfure  of  her  envy  and  ma- 
lignity, in  more  advanced  life,  is  fomewhat  foftened 
by  the  recoUedion  of  her  childifh  tendernefs,  attach- 
ment, vigilance  and  addrefs  ;  and,  while  we  condemn 
the  vehemence  of  her  fpirit,  and  the  unrulinefs  of  her 
tongue,  the  edge  of  iefentment  is  blunted,  whm  wc 
fee  her  puniflied  th^e,  where  a  female  is  moft  vulner- 
able, in  the  fairnefs  of  her  looks,  and  the  agreeable- 
nefs  of  her  perfon^  andwe  heartily  join  in  the  prayer 
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of  Aaron  in  her  behalf :  "  Alas^  my  lord,  let  her  nof 
he  aa  one  dead»  of  whom  the  fle(h  is  half  confumed, 
when  he  cometh  out  of  his  mother^s  womb  ;*'  and  in 
that  of  Mofes  himfelf ;  "  Heal  her  now,  O  God,  I  be^^ 
feech  thee*'*  From  thence,  ta  the  hour  of  her  death, 
i  period  of  thirty-feveh  years,  th^  hiftory  i&  entirely 
filent  concerning  her,  and  thia  is„  perhaps,  the  bigbeft 
praife  that  can  be  beftowed  upon  her^  The  iharp  re- 
proof which  fhe  had  received  for  prefuming  to  inter- 
meddle in  public  affairs,  had  tanght  her,  we  ^re  bound 
in  charity  to  believe,  that  the  poft  of  honour,  for  a 
Woman,  is  a  private  ftation  ;  that  fhe  is  then  moil  dif- 
tinguifh^d,  mod  refpeftable,  mod  valuable,  when  the 
world  knows  and  talks  lead  about  her* 

That  felf-fame  year  the  fatal  fummons  is  addrefled 
to  ^ Aaron  alfo,  and  one  brother  ia  made  the  mefienger 
of  death  to  the  other«  The  fan^e  hand  which  arrayed 
him  in  fplendid  apparel,  and  confecrated  him  to  the 
high  and  honourable  of&ce  of  priefthood,  muft  ftrip 
him  again,  and  anoint  him  to  bis  burying.  The  whole 
progrefs  dT  this  folemn  fcene  is  highly  pathetic  and  in- 
terdting.  Let  us  attend  the  funeral  proceifion  to  the 
top  of  Monm  Hor,  and  learn  to  die  to  the  vanity  and 
glory  of  this  world,  and  to  cleave,  with  increafed  ar- 
dour, to  that  gofpel,  by  which  '^  life  and  immortality 
are  brought  to  light,'*  and  to  truft  in  that  great  High- 
Prieft,  who,  though  he  "  was  dead,  is  alive,  and  lives 
for  evermore,'*  and  giveth  "  eternal  life  to  as  many 
as  be  will." 

Death,  the  moft  common  of  all  events,  at  every  fea- 
foa,  and  in  whatever  form  it  comes,  is  tremendous 
and  affefling ;  but  the  appearance  of  death,  in  the 
fcene  before  us,  is  altogether  iingular  and  uncommon. 
It  is  indeed  the  death  of  an  old  man,  but  not  occafion- 
cd  by  tny  apparent  decay  of  nature,  not  preceded  by 
long  ficknefs,  not  haftened  on  by  difeafe  or  accident ; 
but  the  fpirit  is  furrendered  at  the  command  of  God ^ 
in  the  fulneis  of  health,  in  the  compofure  of  perfeft 
recollection,  without  a  hefltation  of  relu^ant  nature, 
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without  regret,  without  a  pang.  When  fentence  of 
death  was  pronounced  upon  Mofes  himfelf,  and  for 
the  felf-fame  tranfgrellion  which  fhortened  the  life  of 
Aaron,  we  find  the  fondnefs  of  nature,  and  the  fervour 
of  religion,  repeatedly  uniting,  to  crave  a  reprieve  at 
lead,  if  not  a  total  remiffion  :  but  Aaron,  when  fum- 
inoned  to  depart,  whether  it  was  from  fuperior  forti- 
tude of  inind,  from  the  confcioufnefs  of  greater  de- 
merit, or  that  the  hrftorian  has  charitably  drawn  a 
veil  over  a  brother's  infirmity,  while  he  frankly  ex- 
pofes  his  own,  prepares  inftantly  and  cheerfully  for 
the  event. 

Were  we  to  follow  the  impulfe  of  imagination,  we 
might,  without  overleaping  the  modefty  of  nature,  repre- 
fent  to  you  the  deep  concern  wherewith  the  good  man's 
own  family  was  aft'efted  when  the  award  of  death  was 
pronounced  :  the  concern  of  all  Ifrael  at  the  thought 
of  being  deprived  of  the  labours,  the  advices,  the  ex- 
ample and  the  prayers  of  their  venerable  high-prieft  ; 
the  concern  of  Mofes  in  being  made  the  meffenger, 
almofl  the  executioner  of  death,  upon  his  much  be- 
loved brother,  aifociate  and  friend  ;  himfelf  too  lying 
under  the  fame  condemnation.  If,  after  he  received 
the  command  to  afcend  the  mountain,  that  he  might 
die,  he  was  permitted  to  minifter  in  the  prieft's  office 
any  more,  to  pour  out  the  blood  of  the  facrifice,  to 
burn  incenfe  upon  the  altar,  to  lift  up  his  hands  and 
blefs  the  people,  with  what  holy  fervour  may  we  fup- 
pofe  thefe  facred  fervices  performed  !  with  what  de-- 
vout  attention  would  they  be  lillened  unto  and  waited 
upon,  when  both  minifter  and  people  knew  for  cer- 
tain  they  were  lo  meet  no  more  !  May  we  not  fuppofe 
the  good  man,  in  ftrains  fuch  as  thefe,  taking  a  laft, 
lonp;  farewel  of  thofe  to  whom  he  had  for  fo  many 
years  ftood  in  a  relation  fo  tender  and  fo  inornate. 
"  The  time  of  my  departure,  O  Ifrael,  is  at  length 
ccme,  and  1  am  ready  to  be  offered  up.  That  God 
who  appointed  me  to  ferve  you  in  \io^  things,  per- 
mits me  to  wait  at  his  altar  no  loneer.     I  have  fulfill-- 
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cd  my  day.     I  have  finifhed  my  courfc.     I  have  fur- 
vived  the  greateft  part  of  i^y  cotemporaries,  but  muft 
die  at  length.     I  leave  you  with  remorfe,  becaufe  I 
accufe  myfelf  of  many  failures  in  point  of  duty  to- 
wards you ;  I  leave  you  with  regret,  becaufe  I  fincere- 
ly  love  you  ;  I  leave  you  with  joy,  becaufe  I  can  with 
confidence  commit  you  to  a  guardian   Providence, 
even  to  the  God  of  your  fathers,  who  can  eafily  fup- 
ply  my  place,  by  one  wifer,  holier  and  more  faithful 
than  me ;  and  who,  I  truft,  will  continue  ftill  to  rule 
and  to  lead  you  by  that  beft  of  men,  of  brothers  and 
of  friends.     My  body  leaves  you,  but  my  fpirit  cannot 
be  feparated  from  you ;  in  death  it  will  cleave  unto 
you ;  and  when  fet  free  from  the  clogs  of  fenfe,  it 
will  ftill  hover  over  you,  attend  your  journeyings, 
and,  finally,  reft  in  peace,  when  Ifrael  refts  in  the 
promifed  land.     Thefe  forty  years  have  I  borne  your 
names  engraved  on  jewels,  upon  my  heart,  and  I  will 
carry  you  with  me  in  my  heart,  to  the  regions  of 
eternal  day.     Farewel,  my  fons  ;  Eleazar,  the  heir 
of  my  dignity  and  anxiety,  and  Ithamar,  my  youngeft  * ! 
hope.     Think  of  the  dreadful  fate  of  your  elder  broth- 
ers, and  ferve  the  Lord  with  reverence  and  godly 
fear.    Think  of  your  father's  errors,  and  learn  wifdom. 
Ponder  his  approaching  diifolution,   and  learn  the 
nothingnefs  of  human  grandeur.     Call  to  yo.ur  re- 
membrance what  Providence  has  done  to  and  for  me, 
and  rejoice  with  trembling.      Again  I  am  fummoned 
away ;  it  is  the  voice  of  Mofes,  of  my  brother  ;  it  is 
the  voice  of  God  I  hear.     The  Lord  blefs  thee,  and 
keep  thee,  the  Lord  make  his  face  to  ihine  upon  thee, 
and  be  gracious  unto  thee  ;  the  Lord  lift  up  his  coun- 
tenance upon  thee,  and  give  thee  peace.     I  come,  my 
brother,  I  know  whofe  command   thou  beareft  ;  I 
know  that  I  muft  obey.     But  to  part  with  thee  is  the 
bitter nefs  of  death  ;  endeared  as  we  are  to  each  other 
by  friendfhip,  as  allied  by  blood — conjoined  in  office, 
knit  together  by  habits  of  affe£Hon,  united  in  life,  and, 
blefled  refledion^  not  to  be  long  divided  by  death. 
Vol.  IV.  M  Thou 
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Thau  Tnk  bury  all  my  unworthinefe  in  the  graye ; 
thou  haft  already  Imried  it  5n  the  profcmnder^  filenter 
tomb  of  a  gentle  and  forgiving  heart,  I  come,  O  my 
God,  at  thy  call ;.  I  defire  not  to  live,  if  thou  biddeft 
me  to  die.  Yet  I  mourn  to  think  that  my  death  is  a 
mark  of  thy  difpleafure*  But  I  fee  the  fun  ftining 
through  the  cloud  ;  it  is  not  wholly  in  anger,  thou  art 
fummoning  me  away ;  thou  art  gracioufly  putting  an: 
end  to  my  painfttl  labours,  my  anxious  thoughts,  my 
imperfcfl:  fervices,  to  my  weakneflfe*  and  wanderings, 
and  exalting  me  to  a  dignity  far  beyond  what  I  have 
hitherto  enjoyed.  I  fhall  fee  thee  as  thou  art.  I  fliall 
ferve  thee  without  wearying-  J  fliall  offend  no  more. 
Henceforth  is  laid  up  for  me,  a  diadem  for  glory  and 
for  beauty,  a  crown  of  righteoufecfs  that  radeth  not 
away.  O  death,  where  is  thy  fting  ?  O  grave  where  it 
thy  victory  ?  Arife,  let  us  go  henee.  Arife,  }ct  us  af* 
cend  to  the  top  of  the  mountain.*' 

Having,  in  whatever  language,  bidden  a  final  adieu 
to  worldly  connexions  ;  in  the  fight  of  all  the  pe^le, 
■  the  high-prieft,  in  all  thefplendour  of  his  official  hab- 
it, fad  and  folemn,  cKmbs  up  the  hill,  from  which  he 
never  was  to  defcend.  What  were  the  emotions  of 
Ifracl  in  gradually  loftng  fight  of  their  venerable  pa- 
triarch, to  fee  him  no  more  agsun  forever  ?  What 
were  the  feelings  of  the  patriarch  in  furveytng  from 
the  fummit  of  the  mountain  tlie  goodly  tents?  of  Ja- 
cob,, in  which  he  had  an  earthly  concern  no  longer? 
Nature  cafts  many  '^  a  longing,  Kngering  look  be- 
hind ;"  but  faith  looks  forward,  and  behold*  mortality 
fwallowed  up  of  life.  Nature  regrets  a  promifed  la^d; 
unfecn,  unpoffcffed,  unenjoyed,  becaufeof  unbelief: 
faith  jftretches  the  wing,  and  aims  a  bold  but  no!  un- 
certain flight,  to  a  heavenly  Canaan,  where  '*the 
wicked  ceafe  from  troubling,  and  the  weary  ^re  for* 
ever  at.ref!.'* 

The  fpirit  fails  as  ive  proceed.  The  death-warrant 
is  again  recited.  The  juftice  of  the  fentence  is  ac- 
knowledjjed,  and  the. prifonerpreparcs^  for  death.  The 
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golden  crown,  the  mitre,  the  girdle,  the  (^hod,  the 
breaft-plate,  are  cue  after  another  depdfited^  and  hu« 
man  glory  is  patiently  furrendered.  As  they  were 
feirerally  yielcfed  up  by  the  father^  they  are  feverally 
aifumed  by  the  fon*  Stripped  of  ^1  that  covered  the 
body^  the  body  itfelf  is  at  length  laid  down,  and  the 
mortal  blow  is  at  length  ftruck  by  Him  who  faith,  *'  I 
make  alive,  and  I  kflll.''  Aaron  dies,  but  Eleazar 
lives.  The  prieft  expires,  but  the  priefthood  is  im- 
mortal. Three  afcend,  only  two  return*  What  mat» 
ters  it  how  the  poor  perifliing  clay  tabernacle  were 
difpofed  of  ?  About  the  fpirit  of  the  man  whom  God 
thus  called  away,  we  can  be  under  no  anxiety  nor 
apprehenlton.  A  general,  and  I  doubt  not,  an  unaf^ 
fefted  mourning  of  thirty  days  takes  place ;  and  all 
Ifrael  lament  when  dead,  the  man  v^hom  many  had 
envied,  maligned  and  perfecuted  through  life. 

This  is  one  of  the  many  happy  a>nfequences  and 
efieds  of  death!  It  fhuts  the  mouth  of  fcandal;  it 
brings  to  light,  unnoticed  or  obicured  virtues }  it 
draws  the  veil  over  blemifhes  and  imperfedions. 

Let  the  fon  of  pride,  who  is  rifiug  into  fplendour, 
and  bears  "  his  bluftiing  honours  thick  upon  him,** 
turn  his  eyes  to  the  top  of  yonder  mountain,  and  learn 
the  nothingnefs  of  all  the  glory  of  man.  Is  his  fta- 
tion  higher  than  that  of  the  high-prieft  of  Ifrael  ?  Arc 
his  veftments  more  magnificent,  is  his  charader  more 
facred,  is  his  dignity  more  permanent,  flow  his  hon- 
ours from  a  higher  fource  ?  Behold  Aaron  laid  low  : 
retiring  from  the  worlds  naked,  as  naked  he  came  into 
it ;  th^  head  which  once  wore  the  mitre,  levelled  with 
the  duft  ;  the  tongue  which  once  fpoke  fo  well,  for- 
ever dumb* 

The  hour  of  reft  nightly  admonilhcs  us  of  the  laft 
fiual  hour.  We  ftrip  ourfelves  of  our  garments  one 
by  one,  and  lay  them  down  ;  we  are  reduced  to  the 
image  of  death  ;  the  eye  is  clofed  ;  our  faculties  are 
abforbed  ;  the  form  of  the  man  only  remains.  And 
the  time  is  at  hand,  we  know  it,  when  we  muft  put 
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off  this  body,  as  an  uneafy,  worn-out,  ufelefs  veftment, 
fit  only  for  the  moth  or  the  dunghill.  '  "  Man  muft 
fay  to  corruption.  Thou  art  my  father ;  and  to  the 
worm.  Thou  art  my  fifter  and  mother.**  "  All  flefli 
is  grafs,  and  all  the  goodlinefs  of  man  as  the  flower 
of  the  field.** 

Our  very  children  are  the  harbingers  of  our  diflfolu- 
tion.  They  are  the  pleafanteft,  but  the  plaineft  mon-^ 
itors.  Every  ftep  they  rife  brings  us  a  little  lower  ; 
as  they  grow  ftronger  and  ftronger,  we  grow  weaker 
and  weaker.  They  wait,  to  affume  our  name,  our 
place,  our  robes,  our  office  ;  they  are  ready  to  array 
themfelves  in  our  fpoils.  The  elevation  of  Eleazar  is 
the  fall  of  Aaron.  The  public  life  of  the  fon,  is  the 
death  of  the  fire. 

Look  to  that  mountain,  O  man,  and  refleO;  that  he 
whom  now  you  hate,  envy,  oppofe,  malign,  will 
fpeedily  be  changed  into  a  clod  of  earth,  and  rendered 
incapable  of  feeling  or  returning  thy  animofity  ;  and 
learn  to  die  betimes  to  thefe  wicked  and  odious  paf- 
fions.  Suppofe  him  laid  on  the  bed  of  death  ;  flript 
of  thofe  honours,  talents,  advantages,  fucceffes  which 
render  him  the  objeft  of  jealoufy  and  malignity  to 
thee.  How  you  are  difarmed!  Pity  and  tendernefs 
awake  in  your  breafl.  You  now  hate  yourfelf,  that 
ever  you  could  hate  your  brother.  Let  the  refledKon 
of  what  may  fo  foon.  happen,  reconcile  thee  to  him 
now.  Mar  not  thy  own  comfort,  by  ieeking  to  dif- 
turb  his  repofe.  The  cold  hand  of  death  will  fpeedily 
cxtinguifh  the  angry  flame. 

"  They  truly  were  many  priefts,  becaufe  they  were 
not  fuffered  to  continue  by  reafon  of  death  :  but  this 
man,  becaufe  he  continueth  ever,  hath  an  unchange- 
able prieflhood.  Wherefore,  he  is  able  alfo  to  fave 
them  to  the  uttermofl,  that  come  unto  God  by  him, 
feeing  he  ever  liveth  to  make  interceffion  for  them.*** 
*'  He  need  not  daily,  as  thofe  high-priefls,  to  offer  up 

facrifices, 
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facrifices,  firfl  for  his  own  fins,  and  then  for  the  peo- 
ple's :  for  this  he  did  once,  when  he  oflFered  up  him- 
feif.  For  the  law  maketh  men  high-priefts  which 
have  infirmity ;  but  the  word  of  the  oath  which  was 
fince  the  law,  maketh  the  Son,  who  is  confecrated  for 
evermore,"* 


•  Heb.  vii.  27,  28, 
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LECTURE      XIII, 

a    PETER    ii.     15,    16, 

Tf:^efe  ar^  gone  ajiray^  following  the  way  of  Balaam^  th^ 
fon  of  Boforj  who  loved  the  wages  of  unrighteoufnefs  ; 
but  was  rebuked  for  his  iniquity :  the  dumb  afs^fpeaking 
with  man^s  voice  ^forbad  the  madnefs  of  the  prophet. 

vJf  all  the  evil  propenfities  to  which  human  nature 
is  fubjefl;,  there  is  no  one  fo  general,  fo  infinualing,  fo 
corruptive  and  fo  obftinate,  as  the  love  of  money. 
It  begins  to  operate  early,  and  it  continues  to  the  end 
of  life.  One  of  the  firft  leffons  which  children  learn, 
and  one  which  old  men  never  forget,  is,  the  value  of 
money.  The  covetous  feek  and  guard  it  for  its  own 
fake,  and  the  prodigal  himfelf  muft  firft  be  avaricious, 
before  he  can  be  profufe.  This,  of  all  our  paffions, 
is  beft  able  to  fortify  itfelf  by  reafon,  and  is  the  laft 
to  yield  to  the  force  of  reafon.  It  moft  unremittingly 
engages  the  attention,  and  calls  into  their  fulleft  ex- 
ertion all  our  powers  of  body  and  of  mind.  Ambi-» 
tion  and  pride,  thofe  powerful  motives  of  human 
condu(3:,  are  but  miniftring  fervants  to  avarice.  Rep^ 
utation  and  power  are  purfued  chiefly  as  the  means 
of  procuring  wealth  ;  and  all  the  fierce  contentions 
which  have  diftrafted  the  world,  and  deluged  it  with 
bloodj  may  be  traced  up  to  an  eager  defire  to  obtain 
1^  t^ritory,  or  the  tr^urc  of  another.    Age,  which 
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t)kints  all  our  other  d]>petit6s»  only  whets  this ;  and 
^ter  the  heart  is  dead  to  every  oth^r  joy,  it  lives  to 
the  dear,  the  ioesctingmfliabla  delight  of  faving  and 
hoarding* 

In  exad  proportion  to  their  incapacity  and  difincU- 
natioA  to  ns^ake  ute  of  money^  is  the  violence  of  men's 
thirft  to  poiTefs  it ;  and  on  the  thre&oid  of  eternity  it 
ckavefi  to  themi  las  if  life  w^re  juil  beginniiig*  FhU 
Ibfophy  combats,  fetire  expofes,  reiigion  conderrins 
.  it  in  Fain :  it  yields  neither  to  argument,  nor  ridicule, 
uor  conference.  Like  the  lean  kine  .in  Pharaoh's 
dream,  it  devours  all  that  comes  near  it,  and  yet  c6n- 
tinuea  as  huagry  and  meagre  as  ever.  If  a  reprefent- 
ation  of  the  odioufnef^,  criminality  and  danger  of 
this  vile  a^edion  can  be  of  any  ufe,  it  muil  be  to 
thofe  whofe  hearts  are  not  yet  hardened,  whofe  coa- 
fciences  are  not  yet  blinded  by  habits  of  indulgence 
in  it  J  for  if  it  has  once  gotten  pofleffion  of  the  mind, 
jou  might  as  eafily  reinvigorate  feeble  age 'by  a  dif- 
courfe  on  the  advantages  and  joys  of  youth,  or  reftore 
a  conftitution  wafted  throiigh  confumption  by  an 
elaborate  declamation  on  the  bleffing  of  health.  Av- 
arice, with  the  deaf  adder,  "  will  uoi  hearken  to  the 
voice  of  charmers,  charming  never  fo  wifely/'* 

We  have  already  had  occafion,  in  the  courfe  of 
thefe  exercifes,  to  trace  the  charader  of  a  felfifli  man, 
and  to  obferve  the  workings  of  the  human  mind,  un- 
der the  influence  of  thi«  bafe  and  deftrudive  paffion, 
in  the  hiftory  of  Laban  the  Syrian^  There  we  faw  ev- 
ery principle  of  generofity  and  gratitude,  of  truth  and 
juftice,  of  humanity  and  natural  afiedion,  of  piety 
and  decency  vilely  facrificed  to  this  infatiate  idol, 
which^  like  the  grave^  *'  never  lays  it  is  enough/' 
We  have  in  the  hiftory  referred  to  by  the  apoftle,  in 
the  words  which  I  have  now  read,  another  ftriking 
and  inftruftive  inftancc  of  the  dreadful  operation  of 
covetoufnefs,  in  a  mind  enlightened  by  wifdom,  awake 
to  all  the  worthier  feelings  and  propenftties  of  nature, 

capable 
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capable  of  forming  the  jufteft  notions  of  right  and 
wrong,  and  of  conveying  thefe  notions  in  the  cleared: 
and  ftrongeft  expreffions  ;  fully  inftrufted  and  firmly 
perfuaded  refpefting  his  duty.;  but  aftuated  by  this 
fatal  paffion,  deliberately  deviating  from  the  right 
path,  feducing  thofe  whom  he  durft  not  curfc,  de- 
grading the  dignity  of  the  prophet,  in  the  venality  of 
the  courtier,  and  fliamefuUy  bartering  confcience  for 
gain.  We  fhall  find,  then,  the  words  of  Peter  a  per- 
feft  key  to  the  relation  of  Mofes  ;  and  whatever  in- 
confiftency  fhall  appear  jn  the  conduQ:  of  Balaam^ 
whatever  fluduation  in  opinion ;  whatever  plaufibility 
of  language  and  fentiment,  combined  with  whatever 
irrefolution  in  virtue,  all  is  explained  by  this  one  dif- 
covery  of  his  real  charafter,  he"  loved  the  wages  of 
unrighteoufnefs/*  We  come  to  illuflrate  this  pofi* 
tion  by  the  hiftory  itfelf. 

Forty  years  almofl  have  elapfed  fince  the  miracu- 
lous deliverance  from  Egypt ;  and  the  whole  genera- 
tion which  partook  of  the  joy  of  that  deliverance  be- 
caufe  of  their  unbelief,  is  well  nigh  extinguifhed. 
Thoufands  and  ten  thoufands  have  dropt  into  the 
grave.  The  individuals  which  formed  the  congrega- 
tion of  Ifrael  are  lofl  and  forgotten ;  but  Ifrael  fUll 
lives,  the  care  of  Providence,  the  objeft  of  favour. 
The  fhafts  of  vengeance  have  fpent  themfelves,  and 
nothing,  can  now  flem  that  current  of  promife  and 
defliny,  which  is  carrying  God's  favoured  people  to 
vidory,  and  the  pofTeflion  of  Canaan.  Their  decamp- 
ments and  progrefs,  therefore,  are  no  longer  the 
lingering  and  wanderings  of  a  devoted  people  doomed 
to  die  in  the  wildernefs  ;  but  the  bold,  direft  and 
fuccefsful  progrefs  of  a  warlike  nation,  from  conquefl  I 
to  conqueft.  1 

A  multitude  fo  great,  fubfifling  in  a  defert  fo  long,         j; 
in  a  manner  fo  Angular,  could  not  but  attraft  the  no-         \ 
tice  of  all  the  adjacent  nations,  who  mufl  have  been 
anxioufly  folicitous  which  way  their  toute  was  dired- 
cd,  and  where  they  were  to  attempt  a  fettlement  at 

length. 
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length.  Being  arrived  at  the  border  of  the  wlldernefs, 
where  it  is  contiguous  to  the  country  of  the  Araorites ; 
not  imagining  that  any  part  of  their  inheritance  was 
to  be  allotted  them  on  this  fide  Jordan  ;  they  petition 
Sihon,  the  king  of  the  country^  to  grant  them  leave 
to  pafs  peaceably  through  his  territories,  to  the  place 
of  their  deftination.  This  he  roughly  refufes,  and, 
without  waiting  to  fee  whether  Ifrael  meant  to  attempt 
a  paflage  by  force,  he  coUefts  his  whole  ftrength,  ad- 
vances into  the  wildernefs  to  attack  them,  and  there- 
by  haftens  on  his  own  fate  \  for  his  army  is  fmitten 
with  the  edge  of  the  fword,  and  his  whole  land  falls 
an  eafy  prey  to  the  viftor.  Og  king  of  Bafhan  is 
rafli  enough  to  follow  his  example,  provokes  his 
own  deftruftion,  is  fubdued  in  his  turn,  and  the  fertile 
plains,  over  which  he  reigned  fwell  the  triumphs  of 
Ifrael. 

Advancing  forward  to  Jordan,  they  pitch  their 
camp  in  the  plains  of  Moab.  This  nation  was  de- 
fcended  from  Lot,  the  nephew  of  Abraham,  by  an  in- 
ceftuous  commerce  with  his  elder .  daughter.  They 
had  long  before  this  been  reduced  into  a  regular  form 

civil  government,  that  of  monarchy,  and  were  liv- 
the  quiet  poffefTion  of  a  fruitful  country j  fecured 
to  tISm  by  the  appointment  of  Providence,  in,  confid- 
eration  of  their  relation  to  their  venerable  anceftor : 
and  Ifrael  was  exprefsly  prohibited  to  difturb  them, 
or  their  brethren  and*  neighbours,  the  children  of 
Ammon,  the  pofterity  of  Lot  by  his  younger  daugh- 
ter, inthe  poffeffion  of  their  inheritance.  The  report 
of  their  viftories,  however,  over  Og  and  Sihon,  has 
roufed  the  attention  and  the  jealoufy  of  Balak  king  of 
Moab.  Inftead  of  employing  the  rational  policy,  of 
courting  alliance  and  friendfhip  with  a  people  fo  for- 
midable, and  who  were  neither  difpofed  nor  permitted 
to  moleft  them  \  or  of  adopting  the  manly  policy  of 
repelling  bold  invaders  by  open  war,  he  has  recourfe 
to  the  mean,  timid  and  contemptible  arts  of  necro- 
mancy or  divination.      For   this   purpofe  he  fends 
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meflengers  to  Balaam,  the  fon  of  Bofor,  a  noted  in- 
chanter  of  thofe  times,  with   large  money  in  their 
hands,  (lyled  in  fcripture  ^^  the  rewards  of  divination,'  ' 
and  ^^  the  wages  of  unrighteoufnefs,'^  and  a  meflfage 
to  this  purpofe  :  ^^  Behold,  there  is  a  people  come  out 
from  Egypt :  behold,  they  cover  the  face  of  the  earth, 
and  they  abide  over  againft  me.     Come  now  there- 
fore, I  pray  thee,  curfe  me  this  people ;  for  they  are 
too   mighty  for   me :  peradventurc  I  (hall  prevail, 
that  we  may  fmite  them,  and  that  I  may  drive  thenx 
out  of  the  land :  for  I  wot  that  he  whom  thou  bleffeft 
is  bieffed,  and  he  whom  thou  curfeft  is  curfed.*'* 
Thus   Providence  fulfilled  the  words  of  the  oracle, 
pronounced  in  the  fong  of  Mofes  thirty-eight  years 
before,  immediately  on  the  pafiage  of  the  Red  Sea ; 
♦^  Then  the  dukes  of  Edom  fhall  be  amazed,  the  migh- 
ty men  of  Moab,  trembling  (hall  take  hold  upon  them : 
all  the  inhabitants  of  Canaan  fliall  melt  away.     Fear 
and  dread  fhall  fall  upon  them :  by  the  greatnefe  of 
thine  arm  they  fhall  be  as  ftill  a$  a  flone.'^f    Now  the 
perfon  to  whom  Balak  applied  on  this  trying  occafion, 
was  a  man  of  a  very  extraordinary  charader,  and  of 
very  fmgular  gifts  and  abilities.     He  feems  to  have 
united  qualities,  the  mofl  diflimilar  and  oppofite.     He 
exhibits  in  his  language  and  condud,  a  very  uncom- 
mon combination  and  contrail  of  virtues  and  vices. 
What  can  exceed  on  the  one  hand,  the  generofity 
and  difmtereftednefs  which  he  expreffed  and  put  in 
praQice,  when  repeatedly  urged  to  employ  his  pro- 
phetic fagacity  or  magical  fkili  againfl  Ifrael  ?  "  If  Ba- 
lak would  give  me  hia  houfe-fuU  of  filver  and  gold, 
I  cannot  go  beyond  the  word  of  the  Lord  my  God, 
to  do  lefs  or  more."|     What  can  equal  on  the  other, 
the  vile  proflitution,  for  hire,  of  his  great  talents  in 
the  fervice  of  an  idolatrous  prince,  againft  the  people  | 

whom  he  knew  to  be  favoured  and  protefted  of  Heav-  I 

en  ?  We  fee  him  this  day  feeking  and  enjoying  the 

moft 
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moil  intimate  commumcation  with  the  living  and  true^ 
God ;  and  to-morrow  recurring  to  the  pradice  of 
infamous  and  infernal  arts,  to  accomplifh  a  moil  de« 
teilable  and  diabolical  purpofe :  proclaiming  at  one 
time,  in  langxiage  which  the  fpirit  of  wifdom  and 
prophecy  alone  could  infpire,  the  fecurity,  glory  and 
happineis  of  that  people  whom  God  delighted  to  hon- 
our ;  and,  with  the  very  next  breath,  infidioufly  fug* 
gefting  counlels,  which  direftly  tended  to  deftroy 
that  fecurity,  to  tamifti  that  glory,  and  to  diflblvc 
^hat  happinefs.  In  a  word,  we  behold  him  fully  im*^ 
prefled  with  the  importance, of  a  holy  life,  in  order 
to  a  peaceful  and  happy  end,  and  yet  living  in  the 
commiffion  of  the  moft  flagrant  enormities,  and  pre- 
maturely cut  off,  with  all  his  imperfeftions  bn  his 
head ;  cleaving  to  the  laft  to  the  mammon  of  unrigh-* 
teoufnefs,  and  yet  fufficiently  impreffed  with  the  love- 
linefs  of  true  goodnefs  to  pray  in  thefe  words,  "  Let 
me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  let  my  lad 
end  be  like  his  r* 

For  the  farther  clearing  up  of  this  very  Angular 
character  and  hiftory,  it  may  be  of  importance  to  ob- 
fcrve  that  though  the  defcendants  of  Abraham  for 
many  a^e$  after  the  death  of  that  patriarch,  were 
dijftingmihed  as  the  peculiar  people  of  God,  to  whom 
were  committed  the  lively  oracles,  fmd  *^  to  whom 
pertained  the  adoption,  and  the  glory,  and  the  cove- 
nants, and  the  giving  of  the  law,  and  the  fervice  of 
Gt)d,  and  the  promiies  ;**t  yet  fcripture  permits  us 
not  to  ccmfider  all  divine  knowledge  as  confined  to 
that  people,  previous  to  their  eftablifhment  in  Ca- 
naan-  The  difperfion  from  the  wild  attempt  of  Babel, 
»ecefcrily  conveyed  in  every  one  of  its  fragments 
feme  knowledge  of  the  nature,  will  and  worfhip  of 
the  God  of  their  fathers  ;  which,  though  in  procefs 
of  time,  obfcured  by  tradition  and  forgetfulnefs,  and 
disfigured  by  human  invention,  mud  dill  have  retain- 
ed fomewbat  of  both  its  original  form  and  fubflance.  * 

The 
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The  example  and  inftruftions  of  fo  good  a  mafter, 
and  a  neighbour  fo  refpeftable  as  Abraham  himfel£, 
could  not  but  have  a  fenfible  efFeQ:  on  his  numerous 
domeftics,  who  were  of  various  countries,  and  upon 
the  princes  with  whom  he  came  into  connexion^ 
and  for  this  very  end  probably  it  was,  that  Providence 
kept  him  wandering  from  place  to  place.  By  means 
of  their  intercourfe  with  Abraham,  we  know  that 
Pharaoh  and  Abimelech  attained  at  leaft  a  certain  de- 
gree of  acquaintance  with  the  true  God.  We  find, 
in  like  manner.  Job,  at  whatever  period  he  lived,  and 
his  three  friends,  in  Arabia,  and  particularly  Elihu  of 
the  kindred  of  Ram,  difcovering  very  profound 
knowledge  in  divine  things ;  and  Jethro,  the  father- 
in-law  of  Mofes,  in  the  land  of  Midian,  appears  evi- 
dently to  have  poffeffed  the  fame  advantage.  It  is 
not  therefore  matter  of  very  great  furprife,  that  Ba- 
laam, a  ftranger  and  an  enemy  to  the  commonwealth 
of  Ifrael,  fliould  enjoy  this  advantage  in  common  with 
many  of  his  neighbours,  and  that  he  fliould  have 
made  fuch  an  indifferent  ufe  of  it :  this  alas,  being 
the  mifery  of  multitudes,  who  are  favoured  with  a 
ftill  clearer  light  than  he  was.  Neither  will  it  excite 
wonder,  if  we  find  fuperftitious  and  idolatrous  rites 
gradually  blending  with  the  worfliip  of  the  great  Je- 
hovah. Laban,  though  not  to  be  fet  down  as  wholly 
given  to  idolatry,  long  before  the  period  now  under 
review,  had  his  Teraphim,  or  houfehold.gods,  which 
he  highly  prized,  either  as  objefts  of  religious  vene- 
ration, or  on  account  of  the  precious  materials  of 
which  they  were  compofed.  And  this  too  will  in 
part  account  for  that  ftrange  mixture  which  we  find 
in  the  charader  of  Balaam,  his  fudden  tranfition  from 
the  acknowledgment  of  the  God  of  Ifrael,  to  a  partic- 
ipation in  the  profane  rites  employed  in  the  worfhip 
of  the  idols  of  Balak  and  Moab. 

But,  notwithftanding  this  odious  and  abominable 
mixture,  we  obferve  in  more  than  one  inftance,  the 
great  God  winking  at  thefe  times  of  ignorance,  and 
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condefcending  id  make  kno^vn  his  will,  even  to  men 
pi  who  were  daily  infulting  him  by  their  abominations/ 

||  as  in  the  cafe  of  Pharaoh  and  Abimelech  already  men* 

i  tioned)  as  in  the  cafe  of  Nebuchadnezzar,  the  groffeft 

U  of  idolaters,  many  ages  afterwards,  and  in  the  cafe  be- 

ll fore  us.     All  this  leads  to  make  an  obvious  and  an 

B  important  diftinftion,  between  the  extraordinary  gifts 

ji  ^  and  the  graces  of  God's  Spirit.  It  is  one  thing  to 
.  have  a  clear,  enlightened  head,  and  another,  to  have 
an  afFeftionate  and  obedient  heart.  It  is  a  bleffed 
union  where  they  meet,  but  the  former  without  the 
latter  only  renders  wickednefs  more  confpicuous,  and 
condemnation  more  juft.  The  charge,  alas  !  does  not 
flop  at  wicked,  covetous  Balaam ;  it  was  matter  of  com-  - 
plaint  down  to  the  days  of  Micah,  and  of  prophets  of  a 
different  defcription.  "  The  heads"  of  God's  peo- 
ple judge  "  for  reward,  and  the  priefts  thereof  teach 
for  hire^  and  the  prophets  thereof  divine  for  money.'* 
And  our  bleffed  Lord,  to  level  all  confidence  in  the 
pofTeffion  of  the  choicefl  gifts,  aiTures  us,  that  many 
fhall  fay  to  him  in  the  gr^at  day,  '*  Lord,  Lord,  have 
we  not  prophefied  in.  thy  name  ?  and  in  thy  name 
have  cafl  out  devils  ?  and  in  thy  name  done  many 
wonderful  works  ?  And  then  will  I  profefs  unto  them.^ 
I  never  knew  you  :  depart  from  me  ye  that  work  in- 
iquity.    * 

We  obferve  farther,  that  though  God  was  fome- 
times  pleafed  to  beftow  the  gift  of  prophecy  upon  the 
unworthy,  the  prediftion,  though  uttered  By  unholy 
lips,  was  the  truth  of  God,  which  no  weaknefs,  per- 
verfenefs,  nor  difmclination  of  the  prophet  was  able 
either  to  alter  or  fupprefs.  "  For  the  prophecy  came 
not  in  old  time  by  the  will  of  man  :  but  holy  men  of 
God  fpake  as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghoft."! 
They  fpake  under  an  irrefiflible  impulfe  ;  they  fpake 
fometimes  what  they  underflood  not,  and  what  they 
would  have  concealed,  if  they  could.  Thus  Caiaphas, 
the  avowed  enemy  of  our  bleffed  Lord,  uttered  a  nota- 
ble 
♦  Matt.  vii.  2^9  23.  t  2  Pet.  i.  2iv 
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ble  prophecy  concerning  him,  not  knowing  what  Ihr 
Aid*  Thus  Jeremiahj  difgufled  with  the  ill  fucceft 
of  his  preaching,  finding  the  word  of  the  Lord  made 
a  reproach  and  a  derifion  daily,  by  the  thought-left 
men  of  his  generation,  refolved  not  to  make  mention 
of  him,  nor  fpeak  any  more  in  his  name-  "  But,"  fays 
he,  "  his  word  was  in  mine  heart,  as  a  burning  fire 
fhut  up  in  my  bones,  and  I  was  weary  with  forbear- 
ing, and  I  could  not  ftay.*'  And  Jofephus,  in  perfeft 
coinfiftency  with  the  character  of  Balaam,  as  drawn  by 
Mofes,  puts  into  his  iftouth  this  addrefs  to  the  king  of 
Moabj  who  upbraided  him  with  breach  of  agreementjr 
in  pronouncing  the  warmed  of  benediftionSj  where 
he  was  exprefsly  hired  to  curfe  :  \^  Can  you  imagine, 
that  when  prompted  by  the  Spirit  of  God  to  difclofc 
futurity,  it  depends  on  us  to  be  filent,  or  to  fpeak 
out  ?  He  makes  ouf  voices  the  vehicles  of  his  will, 
without  permitting  iss  a  choice  in  the  matter.  I  well 
remember  for  what  purpofe  the  joint  entreaties  of  yoil 
and  the  Midianites  have  brought  me  hither.  I  have 
undertaken  this  journey  with  a  fixed  determination  td 
favour  your  earneft  wimes  :  but  God  is  more  power* 
ful  than  the  bent  of  my  inclination,  which  aimed  a! 
.  the  gratification  of  your  defires.  For  when  he  takes 
poffeflion  of  our  minds,  he  occupies  them  wholly,  and 
leaves  us  nothing  of  our  own.  I  had  nothing  lefs  in 
my  intention,  than  to  trumpet  the  praifes  of  this  .migh- 
ty hoft,  or  to  difplay  the  bleffings  which  God  has  in 
referve  for  this  favoured  race.  But  being  gracioufly 
difpofed  towards  them,  and  determined  to  exalt  them 
to  the  higheft  pinnacle  of  glory  and  felicity.  He  fug- 
gelled  to  me  the  predidions  which  I  could  not  but 
utter."* 

Sometimes  the  reprefentation  of  fome  dreadful 
punifliment,  to  be  inftantly  infliSed,  if  they  dared  to 
falfify  the  oracle  committed  to  them,  might  fetve  a» 
a  curb  to  their  own  natural  and  unruly  propenfities  ; 
and,  fometimes  carried  wholly  out  of  themfelves,  they 

delivered, 
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delivered,  in  an  extafy,  what  vms  committed  to  them, 
unconfcious  of  what  •  they  faid  of  did.  In  the  profe-' 
cution  of  the  hiftory,  we  fliall  find  Balaam  under  both 
thefe  kinds  of  infpiration  $  both  awed  by  fear^  and 
wrapt  into  the  vifion  of  futurity;  in  a  trance. 

I  only  make  one  obfervation  more,  for  the  clearing 
up  of  this  remarkable  ftory.  It  was  a  genera^lly  receiv* 
ed  opinion  among  the  Gentile  nations,  that  prophets, 
or  diviners,  had  a  power,  by  means  of  incarnation ^  to 
inflid  or  to  remove  public  calamities  ;  thitt  they  un* 
derftood  the  art  of  decoying  from  among  their  ene- 
mies, the  tutelar  deities  who  prefided  over  them  ;  ia 
confequence  of  which,  they  were  eafily  and  certainly 
difcomfited.  Homer  makes  the  capture  of  Troy  to 
depend  on  the  removal  of  the  facred  image  of  Minerva 
from  its  refidence  in  the  citadel  of  that  metropolis  : 
and  Jofliua  himfelf,  in  the  conqueft  of  Canaan,  takes 
advantage  of  this  vulgar  prejudice,  to  encourage  hisf 
men  to  proceed  to  viS:ory  ;  and  to  prevent  the  ill  ef^ 
fefts  of  the  timid  and  terrifying  report  of  his  col- 
leagues, refpeSing  the  ftrength  of  the  country.  "  Re- 
bel ncht  ye  againft  the  Lord,  neither  fear  ye  the  people 
of  the  land  ;  for  they  are  bread  for  us  :  their  defence 
is  departed  from  them,  and  the  Lord  is  wit[;i  ua  :  feat 
them  not."  ♦  It  was  accordingly  ufual,  on  undertak- 
ing military  expeditions,  to  nerve  the  arm,  and  to 
.  whet  the  fword  of  the  foldier,  by  the  tongue  of  the 
prieft,  and  the  tremendous  forms  of  religioTn.  They 
attempted  to  make  the  gods  parties  to  their  quarrels, 
and  devoted  to  perdition  the  nations  againft  whom 
they  waged  war.  An  ancient  author  has  tranfmitted 
to  us  the.  form  of  execration  employed  on  fuch  occa/- 
fions,  which,  on  account  of  its  relation  to  our  fubjed, 
perhaps  you  will  have  th^  curiofity  to  hear,  h  is  a 
perfed  contraft  to  the  bleffing  which  Balaam  way 
obliged,  reluftantly,  to  pronounce  upon  Ifrael.  The 
prieft  deftined  to  this  awful  employment,  after  prcfcnt- 
ing  the  ufual  facrifice,  advanced  to  the  head  of  the  ar- 
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my*,  and  in  the  prefence  of  the  general  and  principal 
officers,  pronounced  aloud,  words  to  this  effeft.  "  Al- 
mighty Father  of  gods  and  men,  or  if  thou  wouldft 
rather  be  addrefled  by  the  name  of  Jupiter,  or  if  any 
other  appellation  be  more  grateful  to  thine  ear  ;  pour 
out,  I  conjure  thee,  upon  this  army,*'  or  "this  city,**  ac- 
cording as  the  cafe  required,  "  the  fpirit  of  terror  and 
difmay  :  deprive  of  the  fight  of  their  eyes,  all  thofe 
who  fliall  level  ther  blows  at  us,  our  legions  or  troops  ; 
fpread  darknefs  over   our  enemies,  over  their  cities, 
over  their  fields,  over  their  arpiies.     Look  upon  them 
as  a  thing    accurfed  :  bring  them  under  the  hardeft 
conditions  .that  ever  an  enemy  was  conftrained  to  un- 
dergo.     As  for  me,  to  deftrudion  I  hereby  devote 
them;  my  curfe  I  pour  upon  them,  and  take  this  prince, 
thefe  captains,  this  people,  to  be  witneiTes  of  it."*  This 
ceremony  being  performed,  and  the  foldiers  infpirited 
by  the  fanftions  of  religion,  they  advanced   to  the 
combat,  in  confidence  of  fuccefs. 

It  was  for  a  purpofe  of  this  kind,  that  Balaam  was 
now  fent  for  by  the  confederated  powers  of  Moab  and 
Midian.  How  the  latter  of  thefe  two  nations  had 
been  induced  to  join  in  fuch  an  embafly,  we  are  not 
informed.  The  middle  forty  years  of  his  life,  Mofes 
had  fpent  among  that  people  ;  had  formed  alliance  with 
them,  by  marrying  the  daughter  of  Jethro,  one  of  the 
princes  of  the  country,  with  whom  he  maintained  a 
moft  friendly  correfpondence,  after  he  was  raifed  to 
the  command  of  the  armies  of  Ifrael.  He  cannot, 
therefore,  be  fufpefted  of  forming  a  hoftile  defign  a- 
gainft  his  ancient  hofts  and  relations  ;  and  it  was  much 
more  natural  for  them  to  form  an  alliance  with  a  man 
of  Mofes's  well  known  wifdom  and  moderation,  and 
with  a  people  fo  fenfibly  favoured  of  Heaven  as  Ifrael 
was,  than  with  a  nation  of  idolaters,  and  a  prince, 
who  was  reduced  to  employ  the  poor  arts  of  incanta- 
tion againft  his  enemies.  But,  in  many  cafes  it  hap- 
pens, that,  aiming  at  an  over-refined  wifdom  and  poli- 
cy, 

*  Macrob.  Saturnal.  lib.  III.  cap.  IX. 
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tjj  men  prove  themfelves  fools.  Jethto  wa§  proba* 
biy  by  this  time  dead,  and  the  Midianitifh  eflate  wa^ 
governed  by  councils,  very  unlike  thofe  which  wopld 
probably  have  been  fuggefted  by  that  wife  and  good 
man  :  and  a  deputation  of  their  princes  joins  thofe  of 
Balak,  in  an  application  to  Balaam,  to  ilrengthen  their 
United  forces,  by  laying  Ifrael  under  a  curfe. 

It  is  melancholy  to  think  that  from  the  beginning 
to  this  day,  men  have  been  more  eager  to  bring  mil* 
chitf  upon  others,  than  to  procure  good  to  them^^ 
felves*  Had  thjefe  Midianites  and  Moabites  aflbciated 
together  to  ftrengthen  their  borders,  had  they  invited 
^  prophet  to  come  and  confirm  their  bands  of  alliance^ 
and  encourage  the  hearts  of  their  foldiiery,  by  pro- 
nouncing a  bleffing  upon  themfelves,  they  had  not 
been  reprehenfible ;  but  fuch  is  the  corruption  and 
malignity  of  the  human  heart,  that  it  not  only  taked 
pleafure  in  the  evil  that  befals  another,  where  our  own 
intereft  is  concerned,  but  in  the  very  mifchief  that  is 
wrought  for  mifchief  fake.  The  great  evil  is,  men 
engage  in  tranfitory  purfuits  as  if  they  were  immor*- 
tal ;  and  had  they  the  power,  together  with  the  incli* 
nation,  would  profecute  momentary  offences  with  ever* 
lading  punifhments.  What  is  it  to  one  nation  that 
another  great  nation  be  utterly  exterminated,  provid- 
ed a  favourite  fcheme  of  ambition,  commerce  or  re- 
venge be  thereby  promoted !  When  we  hear  a  poor 
wretch,  a  common  curfer  and  fwearer,  on  the  moft 
frivolous  occafions,  imprecating  eternal  damnation  on 
his  fellow^creatur6,  we  are  filled  with  horror  ;  and  yet 
without  furprife,  we  behold  religious  feds  in  their 
2eal,  and  mighty  empires  in  their  pride  and  fury,  de* 
liberately  doing  the  fame  thing*  What  principle  fo  im- 
portant  to  individuals  and  to  dates,  as  a  principle  of 
true  religion !  It  is  a  comforter  in  affliftion,  a  counfel- 
lor  in  darknefs  and  uncertainty,  a  refuge  in  danger 
and  diftrefs,  a  fupport  in  death*  What  fo  feduSive 
and  mifchievous  as  an  erroneous  principle  of  this  fort ! 
"  If  the  light  that  is  in  men  be  darknefs,  how  great  is 
VoLfiV.  N  that 
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that  darkflefs  ?'^  Palfe  religion  I9  2  Wandering  fife 
the  night,  hurrying  men  over  a  precipice  ;  plunging 
them  in  the  gulph-*^pretending  to  bring  a  ttibftite  of 
jglof7  to  God  by  dfeftroyin^  mankinds      It  is  the  fpilit 
of  the  gteat  enemy  of  God  and  man,  who  ii  a  liat  and 
a  murderer  frorti  the  begiilnihg. 

It  is  the  perilditfnefs  of  the  tttfieft  that  has  toiled 
Bsilaam  into  ndtice^  ind  confeqUente^  and  infaniy^    In 
a  quieter  period^  hfe  had  floated  niiiiGticed  6ti  the  fiif- 
6ice,  knd  filently  increlfed  the  paltry  glins  of  his 
black  art,  by  playing  on  the  credulity  <tf  filly  women 
and  children.     But  th^  old  wizard  t^^  had  the  good 
fortune  to  attraft  tht  hbtice  of  pfincei,  and  has  the 
opportuliity  bf  filing  hi«  rtia^ical   f^6\h  at  hk  own 
{>rice  ;  and  h6  £sih  not  to  make  the  hioft  of  his  mark- 
et.    With  the  clue  afforded  us  in  fcripture,  wfe  will 
attempt  in  ahother  Lefture^to  follow  the  various  turn- 
ings and  windings  6f  that'profoundigft,  darkeft^  moft 
intricate  of  all  labyrihthi^  a  carnal,  covetous  heart. 
We  cottcludg  the  prefent  with  calling  upon  ybii : 
'  L  To  remark  and  to  l-evere  th^  righteous  judgment 
of  God^  in  giving  up  to  ftrottg  delufion  thofe  who 
fcek  and  follow  deiufions.     Every  deliberate  violation 
of  God's  liw,  ev^ty  viftory  which  a  man  gains  over 
his  o'^^n  cohfcieftcej  becomes  his  puniflntoent,  as  it  is 
his  crime;  Let  not  him  who  has  Artfully  d^dVfed  him- 
felf,  in  the  firft  inftance,  j^retehd  tb  complain,  that  he 
has  been  hurried  into  mirtakes  Whi(ih  he  never  i6tend- 
ed,  but  could  no!  avoid.     Tbejfr/i  wrong  ftfep  wa^  in 
his  power,  but  rtot  \h&  fourth  ot  ihejijfih      The  man 
needed  not>  unkfs  he  chofe,  to  have  fet  himfelf  a  tnliy 
ning  down  a  fteep  place  ;  but^   oiice  in  motion,  ik  is 
not  iti  his  power  to  flop  'when  he  would,     rf  ther6* 
'  fore  he  pluhge  into  the  flood  beneath,  the  fStult  is  m 
himfelf,  not   the  laws  of  motion j  which  only  carried 
on  what  his  oWn  will  had  begun*  >  The  man  who  has 
deftroyed  his  faculties  by  cxcefs,  mull  not  charge  his 
bad  memory,  his  erroneous  judgment,  or  the  incon^ 
veniendes  in  which  they  have  involved  him,  upon  na- 
/  turej 
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ture,  or  the  Gtod'  of  nature.  Nb,  they  only  eftablifh 
the  work  of  his  own  hands%  In  this  view,  it  is  per- 
k&ly  juft  |hat,  **  to  him  who  hath  fhould  more  be- 
given,  and-  from  him  who  hath  not,  even  that  which 
he  hath  fhoukl  be  taken  away.'* 

H.  Let  us  rejoictf  that  we  have  a  clear  and  **  fure 
word  of  prophecy/*'  to  dired:  and  affift  us  in  every* 
doubtful  and  diffieult  cafe  j  and  that  *«  the  tieftlmony 
of  Jefus  is  the  fpirit  of  prophecy/*  The  gift  ojP 
prophecy  waa  not  always  a  bleffing  to  the  pofleflbr  j 
and,  as  the  mere  knowledge  of  future  events,  it  wouldP 
be  the  reverfe  of  a  Mefling.  In  tender  mercy  and  in 
loving  fcindnefs,  God  conceals  futuritf  from  men.  But 
ail  that  pertains  to  the  acquifition  of  wifdom,  and  the 
attainment  of  happinefs  ;  air  that  affures  us  of  life  and* 
immoitalfty,  and  makes  us  meet  for  the  enjoyment  of 
it,  the  wordi  of  this  prophecy  fiiUy  unfold.  **  The 
righteoufhefs  of  feith  fpeaketh  on  this  wife.  Say  not  in 
thine  heart,  who  ffiall  afcend  into- heaven  ?'  (that  is,  to 
bring  Gbrift  down  from  above)  or,  who  fhall  defcend 
into  the  deep*  ?  (that  is,  to  bring  up  Chrift  again  from 
the  dead.)-  But  what  fakh  it  ?  The  word  is  nigh  thee, 
even  in  thy  mouth,  and  in  thy  heart :  that  is,  the  wortf 
of  feith  which  we  preach.  That  if  thou  (halt  confefs 
with  thy  mouth  theAord'  Jefus,  and  flialt  believe  in 
thine  heart  that  God  hath  raifed  him  from  the  dtead, 
thou  fliak  be  feved.**  *  To  know  but  this,  is  more 
than  to  "fpeakwith  the  tongues  of  men  and  of  an- 
gels"—^is  more  than  to  "  have  the  gift  of  prophecy, 
and  to  unckffilaad  aU  myfteries  and  aU  knowledge  ; 
and  to  have  all  faith,  fo  as  to.be  abl^to  remove  moun- 
tains.'* "  Covet  earneftly  the  beft  gifts  ;**  but  rather 
cultivate  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit,  *'  love,  joy,  peace, 
long-fuflFering,  gentlenefs,  goodnefs,  faith^  meeknefs, 
temperance  :   againft  fuch  there  is  no  law.*'t 

III.  While  we  admire  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of 
God,  in  counterading  the  intention  of  wicked  Balaam, 
axid  turning  the  curfe  in  his  mouth  into  a  bleffing,  let 

N  2  us 
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us  bow  the  knee  in  gratitude  to  that  great  Prophet, 
who  has  wholly,  and  forever,  done  away  the  curfe  ; 
let  us  give  ^lory  to  ^^  God,  who  hath  fent  his  Soa 
Chrift  Jefus  to  blefs  every  one  of  us,  rn  turning  us 
from  our  iniquities  ;"  and  to  introduce  us  into  more 
than  an  Eden,  more  than  a  Canaan,  even  into  the 
paradife  of  God  ;  where  there  is  *^  no  more  curfe*'—— 
**  where  God  (hall  wipe  away  all  tears  from  our  eyes  ^ 
and  there  fhall  be  no  more  death,  neither  for  row,  nor. 
crying,  neither  (hall  there  be  any  mo^e  pain :  for  the 
former  things  are  paiTed  away*'** 

IV.  While  we  behold  "  the  madnefs  of  the  proph- 
et'*—a  heart  hardened  through  the  deceitfiilnefs  of 
fm,  let  us  tremble  to  think  that  the  feeds  of  this  very- 
fin  are  implanted  deeply  in  our  ewn  nature  ;  that 
they  have  even  difcovered  their  baleful  ihoots  ;  that  I 
tEey  bring  forth  fruit  unto  death.     Every  plant  which  ' 

our  heavenly  Father  hath  not  planted,  (hall  be  pluck- 
ed up  and  rooted  out  j  and  this  is  one  of  them.  Look 
to  it  carefully,  O  man  :  watch  it  with  a  holy  jealoufy^ 
It  is  "  the  root  of  all  evil.**  "  Love  not  the  world, 
neither  the  things  that  are  in  the  world.  If  any  man 
love  the  world,  the  love  of  the  Father  is  not  in  him» 
For  all  that  is  in  the  world,  the  luft  of  the  flefh,  and 
the  luft  of  the  eyes,  and  the  pride  of  life,  is  not  of 
the  Father,  but  is  of  the  world.  And  the  world  paiT- 
eth  away,  and  the  luft  thereof ;  but  he  that  doeth  the 
will  of  God,  abideth  forever.**! 

*  Rev.  xxi.  4.  t  ^  i^^  ^^  '5~'7^ 
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LECTURE      XIV. 

NUMBERS   Xxii.    21. 

jind  Balaam  rofe  up  in  the  mornings  and  (addled  his  afs^ 
and  went  with  the  princes  of  Moab. 

1  HE  eagernefs  which  men  difcover  iit  purfuing  the 
objefts  of  time  and  fenfe,  is  a  melancholy  contraft  to 
their  coldnefs  and  indifference  refpefting  the  things 
of  £rod  and  eternity.  The  carnal  mind  needs  but  a 
hint  to  attach  JtfelF  to  the  purfuit  of  riches,  pleafurc 
or  honour ;  and  when  engaged,  no  argument  is  of 
weight  fufficient  to  diffuade  ;  no  danger  intimidates, 
no  difficulty  difcourages.  The  underftanding  becomes 
the  dupe  of  the  paffions,  confcience  is  led  hoodwink- 
ed by  appetite,  and  the  man  is  fhamefully  funk  in  the 
brute.  But  the  alarm  muft  be  louder  than  thunder, 
which  awakens  the  thoughtlefs,  the  fenfual  and  the 
felfifti  to  ferious  refleftion  ;  and  it  muft  be  repeated 
every  hour,  elfe  they  will  flumber  and  flcep  again. 

Water  has  in  its  natural  coldnefs  a  tendency  to  con- 
geal ;  and,  once  reduced  to  ice,  has  no  principle  in 
itfelf  to  recover  from  that  torpid  ftate.  The  caufe  of 
change  muft  con^e  from  whhout.  To  diffolve  and  re- 
ftore  it  to  its  liquid  ftate,  the  fun  muft  ihine,  the  wind 
muft  blow ;  withdraw  the  aftion  of  air  and  fire,  and  it 
will  gradually  freeze  again.  In  like  manner,  without  * 
any  caufe  from  without,  the  human  body,  by  a  princi- 
ple of  corruption  within  itfelf>  muft  fpeedily  diffolve 
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aad.be  4kftroyed^-aad<  the  Jiuai!aii4aiad»  by  afiisilar 
internal  principle  of  moral  corruption,  degenerates 
from  depravity  to  depravity,  till,  loft  to  (hame,  fear, 
remorfe,  and,  at  length,  to  feeling,  men  come  to  com- 
mit iniquity  with  gre'edinefs,  and  to  gtory  in  their 
ihame.  To  preferve  the  body  in  life,  there  muft  be 
conftant  fupplies  of  nouriftiment  adminiftered ;  and  to 
preferve  the  foul  in  health,  there  muft  be  ''  line  upon 
line,  precept  upon  precept,  here  a  little  and  there  a 
.  little." 

It  is  truly  affeding  to  fee  men  enliglitened  and  per- 
fuaded,  yet  wedded  to  their  lufts ;  clearly  informed  of 
the  right  path,  but  wiKuUy  and  deliberately  perfifting 
in  error ;  hardening  themfelves  s^ainft  God  and  yet 
'thinking  to  prpfper ;  acknowledging  God  in  words, 
but  in  works  denying  hitn. 

Thefe  obfsirvation^  are  all  ftrikingly  exen^plified  in 
the  charader.  and  condud  of  Balaam,  of  which  we  at>- 
tempted  to  give  you  a  general  idea  ia  the  laft  Ledurc:, 
and  to  which  were  added  fome  obfervations  tending  to 
elucidate  his  fingular  hiftory.  We  are  now  to  ^o^er 
en  the  particular  detail  of  it,  as  it  is  delivered  in  the 
facred  record. 

The  Ifraelitifh  nation  ^was  now  in  the  laft  year  oi 
their  peregrination  through  the  wildernefs ;  their  civil 
and  religious  government  were  fully  fettled,  and  the 
theocracy  finally  eftabliflied.  Theiy  were  now  ap- 
proaching the  banks  of  the  Jordan :  and  by  their  aum* 
ber,  order  and  difcipline,  ftriking  terror  into  all  the 
neighbouring  nations.  Two  kiogs,  their  armies  and 
their  people,  have  already  faUen  before  their  vidorious 
arras  ;  and  nothing  is  left  to  oppofe  their  progrefs  to 
Canaan,  but  the  river,  the  bound^y  itfelf  of  the^om- 
ifed  land.  Theyipitch  tl^eir /can^  quietly  in  thef>lains 
of  Mosd),  expediting  the.  fignal  from  their  diving  leader 
and  commander  to  pafs  over,  conquer,  •andt&e.ipot 
•feflion.  Their  warlike  array  and  recent  fuccefles,  have 
alarmed  the  apprehensions  of  Balak,  kiag  of  Moab,  as 
their  ptofperity  and  pra%eds  ^bad  ^excited  -his  -envy 
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.lt.9d  kalpiify.  Di^^nt  ef  hfs  ftr-^Qgth,  either  to  re« 
:pel  mv?ifiojR,  i£  att^^eked  by  fo  powerful  an  a^verfery, 
or  to  ati-^^k  tferaj  firfty  ^q4  endeaygur  to  ot>ftru6fc 
.tb^ir  pjpgr4§,  he  €|^e«s  lAJto  ^n  alliance  mtl^  the  peo- 
ple of  Midian,  for  their  mutual  feeurity  jjind  fi.efepi^p. 
And  evjQia  thpp,  i^ill  doubtful  of  the  forc/e  of  th^ir  i^nit- 
.ed  ariQS,  they  agre^  to  empjoy  the  arjte  of  fUyipiitigii 
in  ai4  of  the  fiy.piid^  .49.4  di'eaisi  of  cptiqi^eriog  by  t}^ 
.^pwer  ,of  ,ej[ichajatB;i^nt,  thofe  whpm  tji^ey  w.ere  afrai^ 
ito  QQcpufijerjin  the  field.  To  f^cb  b^e,  f^ch  wretcht- 
j^d  ftiifts  do  prince^  .and  n?tioii8  r^efort^  to  gratify  pride, 
an^bitlfdn  or  revenge.  For  t|iis  pui^ppfe,  they  fend  ^ 
jpinj:  fe^ibskfly  to  S^Ua^,  the  fon  of  fieor,  a  nc^d 
ioothfay^r  ij^  the  neighbourhood. 

;Ba.lal^  apd  Mo^b  ihad  degei^rate^  frpm  the  faitb 
ftf  Lot,  jheir.forefetherj.a^id  wece iunk into  idol^tryb 
iti^  tharefQre  no -wonder  to  fee  then^  of  a  jealous  anil 
'hoftile.fpmt  toW]^r4s  Ifr^el,  their  broj:h.er.  A  prinoi- 
tple  QjF  religion,  eonfiAing  in  >the  iefir  and  love  of  Gody 
is  the  great  bofld  irf  unipn  anjtQ^g  m^  i  k  ftrei\g4)i- 
cujs  the  ties  of  {natural  aff odion,  s^d  ,ev<en  concili^es 
^frj^id&ip  bet,wee^,ei|einie!S ;  but  irre^igion,  or  jvhat.is 
worfe,  an  errpneotts  principle  of  r^gioj;i,  turns  oRien 
.lopfe  againft  each  other,  .diffQlv^sIbcietjy,a».d  fattfyojs 
'tj>e  earth  with  hunwn  Wood.  We  c^nn^t  help  recoj- 
lefUng,  alas !  .that  Abra^ham  ajnd  rlyOtjtae  Mncle  .and 
fiephew,  tbe  progenitors  of  the  tuvo -;n^tions5  were  un- 
-der  the  rneqeffity  ^f  .feps^rati^g  frpnfi,^acb  other,  o|i 
accQuiit  of  t-bfir  iTAQV^afyag  vrc^lth  ;  .§fid  we  fee,.mja- 
4ky  y»rs  aft^r  tfeey  .w^re  riaid  in  the  4Mft vthe  felf-fajive 
ca^e,  .whettuiig  th.e  ifgirits^ttd.th®  fworcU  .pf  *  their 
.ppft^ity,  and  arnun^  thew  / or  their  mutual  ,4eftmc- 
jtipn.^  yhe  5¥hQl/B  WQtWii^  ^  pplji|0ion  itQO:fcanty  fpr 
iiy^fice.smd  ami¥tvm ;  the  f^cc^a  Qf  os)^  feemsto  hfi 
^  dinunutipa  of  the  h^ppinf  fp  o£  ^noth<^ ;  aisid  eyiep 
;4he  in^pi^fe  oic^^^is  crin^^ned  )vith  ^re,  tikU  Qm 
jmay  enjoy  JToJe  jand  fuilen  empii^^i  ^«  if  tbiit  vaft 
^;ice  'CQuId  m)i  Rc^otnmodate  the  opQr.atipns  of  .twp 
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tribes  of  ants  on  yonder  moIe-hilL  KeiTed  worlds 
where  envy  and  ftrife  ihall  rage  no  more ;  where 
there  is  bread  enough  and  to  fpare,  room  enough  and 
to  fpare  ;  where  the  felicity  of  every  one  is  an  acceffion 
of  felicity  to  every  one ! 

•  Balaam  is  defcribed  in  fcripture  by  his  parentage^ 
his  country  and  profeflion.  He  was  the  fon  of  Beor» 
or  Bofor,  the  difference  of  which  pronunciation  is  ac« 
counted  for,  from  the  diffef ence  of  dialed  in  the  ori- 
ental languages.  The  father  exifts  to  us  only  in  his 
name,  and  in  the  hiftory  of  his  fon  :  and  happy  had  it 
been  for  that  fon,  to  have  left  behind  him  nothing 
too  but  a  mere  name,  inftead  of  one  loaded  with  in* 
famy  and  deteftation.  Pethor,  the  place  of  his  refi- 
dence,  was  a  city  of  Aram,  or  Mefopotamia,  the  very 
country  where  Abraham  himfelf  was  born,  and  where 
he  refided  till  his  feventy-fifth  ^ear  ;  the  native  coun* 
try  of  Rebekah,  the  wife  of  Ifaac  ;  the  country  where 
Jacob  paffed  a  great  part  of  his  youthful  years  ;  where 
he  married  ;  where  all  his  children,  except  Benjamin, 
were  born,  and  whence  he  obtained  the  name  of  a 
Syrian^  Pethor  was  lituated  on  the  river  Euphrates, 
called  the  river,  by  way  of  eminence  or  diftin^tion,  it 
being  the  largeft  in  the  country  ;  and  thence,  in  ma- 
ny paffages  oi  fcripture,  ftyled  the  great  riven  The 
country  adjacent,  to  a  vaft  diftance,  being  plain,  it 
was  favourable  to  the  obfervation  of  the  heavenly 
todies ;  and  accordingly  we  find  the  fcience  of  af- 
tronomy  was  early  cultivated  there ;  and  the  pretend- 
ed fcience  of  aftrology,  that  is,  the  power  of  foretell- 
ing future  events,  from  the  appearances  and  fuppofed 
influence  of  the  ilars,  was  fpeedily  grafted  upon  it. 
Pride,  prefumption,  and  a  little  knowledge,  foon  ar- 
rogated to  themfelves  a  power  of  controlling  thefe 
great  luminaries,  which  feem  in  perpetual  motion  to 
cncompafs  our  earth,f  and  of  fufpending  or  altering 
their  influences  ;  and. ignorance,  fuperflition  and  cre- 
dulity eafily  admitted  the  infolent  claim,  and  refort^d 

to 


Lkct.  XIV.  Hi/hry  of  Salaam^  193 

to  it.  This  was  apparently  the  profefSon  of  Balaam, 
for  in  the  book  of  Jofhua  he  is  exprefsly  termed 
*'  the  foothfayet."  It  was  probably  to  his  fkill  and 
power  as  an  aftrologer,  that  Balak  had  recourfe 
for  affiftanc€  againft  Ifrael,  and  when  we  come  to  his 
prophecy  itfelf,  we  fhall  meet  withr  fome^  and  thefc 
not  obfcure,  allufions  to  that  art. 

The  meffage  put  into  the  mouths  of  thefe  ambaffa- 
dors,  is  ftrongly  expreffive  of  terror  and  confterna- 
tion,  ^'  There  is  a  people  come  out  from  Egypt :  be-  ' 
hold,  they  cover  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  they  abide 
ever  againft  me/'  ^  The  dreadful  plagues  inflided 
on  Egypt,  in  effefting  IfraePs  deliverance,  had  been 
Jieard  at  the  diftance  of  Moab  ;  and  though  forty 
years  have  elapfed,  they  are  neither  forgotten,  nor 
have  loft  their  impreOipn.  Fear  ever  magnifies  its 
objed  }  *'  they  cover  the  face  of  the  earth  :*'  the  word 
is,  the  eye  or  jight  of  the  earth  ;  their  tents  extend  fo 
far,  that  the  earth  and  they  feem  to  have  one  limit, 
and  they  are  marftialled  fo  clofe,  that  no  ground  can 
be  feen.  Another  image,  ftrongly  expreffive  of  the 
fame  paflion,  is  that  in  the  fourth  verfe.  **  Now  will 
this  company  lick  up  all  that  are  round  about  u$,  as 
the  ox  licketh  up  the  grafs  of  the  field."  ^^  Lick  up,** 
it  is  the  fame  word  which  is  ufed  i  Kings,  xviii.  38. 
to  exprefs  the  aftion  of  devouring  fire.  ^'  Then  the 
fire  of  the  Lord  fell,  and  confumed  the  burnt  facrifice, 
and  the  wood,  and  the  ftones^  and  the  duft,  and  lick. 
ed  up  the  water  that  was  in  the  trench/' t  The  ox, 
as  he  feeds  calmly  and  ftately  along,  employs  hi^ 
tongue  only,  and  the  grafs  periftieth  without  pufliing 
with  the  horn,  or  ftaniping  with  the  foot,  adions  that 
denote  ftrength  and  exertion,  but  by  the  eafy  motion 
of  a  foft  and  pliant  film  of  flefh,  he  fweeps  away  all  be- 
fore him  ;.  thus  eafily  and  certainly,  Balak  apprehends, 
was  Ifrael  advancing  to  his  and  his  people's  deftruc* 
tion,      . 

And 
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And  how  was  this  approachi»g  plague  td  be  refift- 
tAcft  averted?^*' Come  now  therefore,.!  piray  thee^ 
curfe  i»e  this  people,  for  they  are  too  mighty  for  riie : 
peradventure  I  ihall  prevail,  that  we  may  fimte  them> 
aifid  that  I  may  drive  them  out  of  the  Ij^nA.  :  for  I  wot 
that  he  whom  thou  bldOTeft  is  blefled,  aad  he  whoi^ 
thou  curfeft  is  curfed."  *  W.e  have  here  ^n  affem- 
blage  of  all  the  foafer  and  more  coiatempjtible  pailions' 
of  the  human  mind,  called  forth  jmd  led  on  j[>y  t^e 
predominant  one  of  fear  :  a  low,  growUiag  fup^fti^ 
:tion,  expeding  from  magical  fpeUs^  whstf  ought  to 
faa^e  been  fought  for  from  wifdom  aad  valour  :^  ujUr  \ 
provoked  violence  and  cruelty,  in  feeking  the  deftrucr  1 

tbn.of  a  people,  who  were  dswcHing  peaceably  :by  hii^^  *  \ 
and  who  had  given  fuch  ftrong  and  f  eoeiit  proof  of 
their  moderation,  in  fixbmitling  to  a  .tedious  And  4ii& 
c^t  mardh  round  the  whole  iaad  of  £dom,  ratiher 
Chan  offend  an  unkind  brother,  wjbo  Jiad  refund  a  p^f-* 
fage  through  his  land,  Which  they  could  feafily  \\mt 
.cut  with  the  fword :  and  unmanly,  jbjeft  adufkrfion  cf^ 
a  vile  wizard,  whom  he  fuppofed  capabie  of  ferving. 
iiis  turn.  'On  the  other  hand,  ifee  two  gi?eat  leading 
paeons  of  Balaam's  foul,  vanity  and  cove$oufQe&, 
were  likely  to  be  gratified  to  the»fuH.  How  wjould 
his  heart  £xult,  to  fee  a  train  of  princes  ftanding  at 
ius  gate,  and.prefents,  worthy, of  kings  to  beftow^ 
poured  down  at  his  :feet !  A  prophet  indeed,  womW 
have  known  from  the  beginning,  tha;t  the.appiicatihQia 
?wa8  3iugatary,  and  that  it  muft  cometo  jiothiog  ;  aod 
an  honeft  man  would  have  rejefted  it  with  firmndfe, 
?md  perfevered  in  that . rejeSion.  Bat  we  fee  *hk  heart 
is  won  from  the  firft  moment,  and  all  that  follows  is  a 
wretched  ftruggle  between  incliaation.and  conference, 
in  which  the  former,  at  length,  carries  oiF  the  viftory. 

He  receives  the  meffengers  with  .gi^eatxourtefy,  and 
-accommodates  them  in  his  houfe  ;  for  .even  a  mifer 
can  be  hofpitable,  if  he  be  fure  of  gaining  by  it.  Abra- 
ham's 
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'ham'«  fervant,  followed  by  a  camel  loaded  with  thi^ 
good  things  of  Canaan,  can  eafily  force  open  thedooos 
of  fuch  a  man  as  Laban,  or  Balaam.  He  afteds  an 
air  of  great  myftgry  ;  he  cannot  give  his  jefponfe  im- 
mediately. Night,  the  feafon  of  iosQanlation  and 
dreams,  muft  interv^^ ;  and,  horrible  to  think,  the 
great  and  dreadful  name  of  Jehovah  is  iAterf>ofed,  to 
fandion  and  conceal  the  wicked  :pua*poiis$  of  a  heart 
hunting  after  its  covetoufnefs  ^  amd  .he  ipromifes  to  re- 
port in  the  morning  the  refult  of  his  ,confultatioa. 
How  faithfully,  the  report  was  made,  the  fequel  w^U 
ihew. 

it  s^ppears,  on  the  face  of  the  hiftory,  that  Go4 
,  waited  not  for  an  application  from  Balaam^  concern- 
ing this*  bufinefs,  but  whei-her  in  a  -dream,  a  vifion,  or 
by  a  voice,  prevented  hj^n,  with  an  inquiry  concera- 
ing  the  deputation  from  Moab.  In  :many  inftancea, 
Jehovah  is  reprefented  as  drawing  information  frem 
men's  own  mouths^  of  what  evidently  lay  revealed  to 
his.  all-feeing  eye,  and  thus  mstking  tlmr  folly  and 
wickednefs  to  expofe,  reprove,  and  condemn  tbera.- 
felves.  ^' And  God  came  iinto  Balaam^  and  faid. 
What  men  are  thefe  with  thee  ?"  *  This  <jueftion  mull 
Jiave  put  the  prqphet  into  great  agitation.  Awfuris 
the  voice  of  the  Eternal,  at  whatever  feafon,  in  what- 
ever iforin^  and  on  whatever  occafion.it  isiheard !  How 
awful  then  to  a  bad  aian,  harbouring  an  ill  defiga, 
ihutting  wilfully  his  own  eyes,  and  yet  flattering  faim^ 
felf,  and  faying.  Doth  God  fee,  and  is  t^iere  knowledge 
vwth  the  Moft  High?  That  he  confidered  th^  very 
queftion  as  ominous,  and  fatal  to  the  caufe  of  his 
avarice  .and  vain-glory,  is  evident  from  the.  circum- 
ftantiaiity  of  his  anfwer.  It  difcovers  a  foul  trembling- 
ly alive  to  the  voice  of  intereft  :  it  is  minute  and  .par- 
ticular, as  if,  by  a  parade  of  words,  he  could  deceive 
his  Maker  into  an  approbation  of  bis  purpofe  and  de- 
fire.     What  then,  muft  have  been  his  chagrin  and  difr 
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Sppolntment,  when  a  prohibition,  fo  peremptory  and 
pofitive,  in  a  moment  blafted  all  his  profpeds  of  gain 
^nd  preferment ! 

"  And  God  faid  unto  Balaam,  Thou  fhalt  not  go 
with  them,  thou  ftialt  not  curfe  the  people,  for  they 
are  bleffedt"*  The  application  had  two  objefts  in 
view,  permiffion  to  go  into  the  land  of  Moab,  and 
liberty  to  curfe  the  children  of  Ifrael,  and  both  meet 
with  a  flat  denial*  He  muft  not  accompany  the  am- 
baffadors  to  him  who  fent  them ;  neither  muft  he, 
either  at  home  or  abroad,  in  this  place  or  in  that, 
prefume  to  curfe,  or  in  any  fhape  whatever  to  moleft 
that  people.  And,  as  if  the  fternnefs  of  interdiftion 
had  not  been  fufRcient,  a  reafon  is  afligned,  *^  for  they 
are  blefled/*  The  commandments  of  God,  in  gener- 
al, are  fo  clear,  that  it  is  impoflible  to  mifunderftand 
them  ;  it  is  not  ignorance,  but  prefumption,  that  ru- 
\  ins  mankind, 

Balaam,  however  reludant,  muft  next  morning  de- 
liver an  account  of  the  night's  fuccefs  ;  and  we  find 
he  does  it  in  a  very  partial  and  imperfed  manner. 
When  he  reported  the  meifage  of  Balak  to  God,  hav- 
ing  to  do  with  the  great  Searcher  of  hearts,  with 
whom  difguife  avails  nothing,  he  is  accurate  and  dif- 
Xxtidij  but  in  carrying  back  the  anfwer  of  God,  having 
to  do  with,  men,  who  knew  no  more  than  he  had  a 
mind  to  communicate  to  them,  he  delivers  it  in  terms 
calculated  only  to  ftimulate  the  eagernefs  of  the  king 
of  Moab,  by  encouraging  a  hope  t\iA  fomething 
might  be  extorted,  by  dint  of  importunity  and  perfe- 
veraace  ;  or,  that  perhaps  he  might  be  allowed  to  do 
that  at  a  diftance,  which  he  might  not  do  by  a  nearer 
approach.  The  command  was  clear  and  full,  "  Thou 
Ihalt  not  go  with  them  ;'^  but  in  the  mouth  of  Ba- 
laam it  is  mutilated  and  perverted  :  "  the  Lord  refuf- 
eth  to  give  me  leave  to  go  with  you.*'.t  This  fatif- 
fies  Balak  at   once,  that  the  prophet's  good  will  was 
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with  him  j  that  it  was  not  from  want  of  inclination 
that  the  meffengers  returned  without  him  ;  and,  he 
juftly  concludes,  that  with  fuch  a  proportion  of  the 
man  on  his  fide,  it  would  not  be  dimcult  to  make  the 
reft  to  follow. 

The  father  of  lies  himfelf  will  fpeak  truth,  when  it 
makes  for  his  purpofe  ;  and  Satan  will  quote  fcrip- 
ture,  if  he  can  but  deceive  by  it  j  as  in  his  temptation 
of  our  Saviour  in  the  wildemefs.  But  then  there  ia 
always  fome  material  circumftance  difguifed,  pervert- 
ed or  fupprefled  :  and  thereby  a  different  meaning 
is  conveyed  from  what  was  intended.  The  word  of 
God,  then,  is  handled  deceitfully,  not  only  when  it  is 
wrefted,  and  made  to  fpeak  a  language  not  its  own, 
but  when  any  part  of  the  truth  is  purpofely,  artfully 
and  wilfully  concealed  ;  and  he  *'  who  fhuns  to  de- 
clare the  whole  counfel  of  God,'*  is  equally  Griminal 
with  him  who  prefumes  to  deliver,  as  the  word  of 
God,  what  wants  the  ftamp  of  his  authority.  Balaam 
fimply  relates,  that  he  is  not  permitted  to  go  ;  not  a 
fyllable  of  the  prohibition  to  curfe  Ifrael,  nor  of  the 
reafon  affigned  for  that  prohibition. 

As  the  meffage  loft  much  by  the  way  between  God 
and  the  princes  of  Moab,  from  Balaam's  manner  of 
rehearfing  it ;  fo  it  lofes  ftill  more  between  Balaam 
and  their  mafter,  from  their  mutilated  and  partial  re- 
port :  fo  that  by  the  time  it  reaches  Balak,  an  entirely 
different  turn  and  meaning  is  given  to  it.  The  words 
of  the  oracle  are,  *'  Thou  fhalt  not  go  with  them  ;. 
thou  fhalt  not  curfe  the  people,  for  they  are  bleffed  :"* 
rehearfed  by  Balaam,  '*  the  Lord  refufeth  to  give  me 
leave  to  go  with  you  :"t  reported  by  the  ambaffadors, 
*'  Balaam  refufeth  to  come  with  us."  J  Thus,  by  the 
alteration  of  a  few  circumftances,  even  without  a  di- 
red  violation  of  truth,  by  paffmg  through  a  very  few 
hands,  a  plain  propofition  is  made  to  contradift  itfelf  : 
and  if  we  add  to  the  eafinefs  of  varying  fafts,  by  vary- 
ing 
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ing  phraicd,  and  modes  of  expreffioh  ;  the  diifference, 
ftill  mtivfe  eafily  made,  by  the  infinite  diverfity  oF 
tones,  looks  and  gefture,  we  fiiall  not  be  furprifed  to 
find,  what  frequently  happens,  a  man  made  to  fey  dia- 
metrically the  reverie  of  what  he  did  fay,  and  what  he 
intended. 

Balak  having  received  ihi^  anfwer  a«  the  prophet'^ 
with  great  colour  of  reafbn,  confiders  it  as  a  mere  ar- 
tifice, employed  with  a  view  to  raife  his  price  and  im- 
portance \  and  he  hopes  to  conquer  Balaam^s  reluc- 
tance, byaffiduky,  perfeverance,  prefents  and  fl%ttery  : 
for  both  good  and  bad  men  judge  of  others  by  them- 
felves  :  and  apprized,  it  would  appear,  of  Balaam's 
weak  fide,  ambitio^  and  avarice,  he  difpatches  a  fec- 
ond  embafly,  confifting  of  a  greater  number  of  per* 
fons,  and  of  ftill  higher  rank,  with  this  weighty  and 
importunate  addrefs  :  *^  Thus  feith  Balak,  the  fon  of 
Zippor,  Liet  nothing,  I  pray  thee,  hinder  thee  from 
coming  unto  me  :  for  I  will  promote  thee  unto  very 
great  honour,  and  I  will  do  whatfbever  thou  fayeft  un- 
to me  :  come  therefore,  I  pray  thee,  eurfe  me  thi* 
people.*'  *  How  flattering  all  this  to  a  worldly,  felf- 
i(h  mind  !  Balak  puts  a  chart  blanche  into  his-  hands  ; 
leaves  him  to  name  his  own  terms.  All  the  honotir 
which  a  king  could  beftow,  aU  the  weahh  of  Moab  i^ 
before  him . ;  the  very  things  which  his  foul  lufted  af- 
ter. Bleffed  Jefus,  thou  chief  of  the  prophets,  even 
the  prince  of  this  world,  the  chief  of  tempters,  when 
he  came,  found  nothing  in  thee  !  found  no  weak  fide, 
'^  no  vulnerable  part.  The  kingdoms  of  this  world,  and 
the  glory  of  them,  dazzled  not  thine  eyes:  to  the 
loudeft  calls  of  nature  thou  turnedft  a  deaf  ear.  The 
applaufe  of  men  thou  didft  defpife ;  thou  foughteft  not 
thine  own  glory,  but  the  glory  of  Him  that  fent  thee  : 
thy  "  meat  and  drink  was  to  do  the  vrill  of  Him  that 
fent  thee." 

Balaam  had  now  l)een  at  the  fummit  of  hi«  wifiies, 
but  for  a  ftern,   pointed  command  of  God  ;  which, 

like 
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like  a  drawn  fword,  hung  by  a  fmgle  hair  over  his^ 
head.  Shocking  dilemma !  he  is  goaded  on  by  defire* 
as'  impetiious  as  ever  took  pcfieflioii  of  a  proud  and 
covetous  mind  j  he  is  bridled  in  by  a  prohibation^  as 
decifive  as  words  could  make  it.  For  a  moment  w^ 
are  in  hope  that  the  good  priticipk  has  got  the  afcend- 
ant,  that  the  fear,  if  not  the  love  of  God  is  filed  abroad: 
iil  his  heart.  Who  could  fpeak  better  ?  *^If  Balak 
Would  give  me  his  houfe  full  ei  filver  and  gold,  I  can- 
hot  gd  beyond  the  word  of  the  Lo/d  my  God,  to  do 
lefs  or  more.*^*  It  is  the  very  fentiment  of  cbafte  and 
virtuoift*!  Jofepb,  when  folicited  by  temptation  of  a 
different  fort.  But  here  is  the  difference  : — Jofeph 
fled  from  temptation,  and  overcame  :  Balaam  tamper- 
ed with  it,  and  felL  Even  the  worft  of  men  feel  them- 
felves  under  a  neceffity,  for  their  intereft's  fake,  to 
feve  appearances  ;  arid  fomcthing  muft  be  faid,  at 
leaft,  to  ftill  the  clamours  of  confcience.  Unhslppy 
man !  fteady,  hiitifelf,  to  his  own  bale  and  wii^ked  pur- 
pofe,  he  is  weak  enough  to  entertain  the  hope,  that 
thie  great,  the  unchangeable  Jehovah  may  depart  front 
his.  Thus  deceiving  himfelf,  it  is  no  wonder  to  fee 
him  attempting  to  deceive  the  king  of  Moab*.s  mef- 
fettgeVs  into  the  expe^ation  of  a  relponle  more  favour- 
able to  their  united  wifties.  Accordingly,  he  courte- 
oufly  invites  them  to  lodge  with  him  that  night  alfo  ; 
if,  peradventure,  tbere  might  be  obtained  a  reverfai  of 
th6  decree. 

And  now  th^  fable  curtain  is  drawn,  arid  Balaam  i^ 
left  alone,  and  no  eye  fees  him  but  the  all-feeiftg  ey^ 
of  God.  Without  waiting  to  be  confulted,  and  the 
prophet,  without  doubt,  was  both  afraid  and  alhamed 
to  veftture  on  this  fecond  rencounter,  God  again  pre- 
vents him,  and  tacitly,  though  not  direftly,  charges 
him  with  having  invited  this  fecond  application,  ijl 
the  face  of  a  pofitive  and  decided  anfwer.  Balaam 
and  Balak  are  both  men  of  this  world,  and  having 

one 
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one  and  the  fanie  fpirit  to  govern  thettt,  they  readily 
underiland  each  other.  Balaam  evidently  courts  a 
fecond  addrefs ;  and  Balak  is  not  flow  to  pay  it.  Now,- 
this  is  the  very  thing  which  gives  fo ,  great  and  fuch 
jnft  oft'ence  to  a  holy  God— that  two  prefumptuous, 
felfifh  wretches  fhould  prefume  to  imagine,  that  the 
counfels  of  Heaven  could  be  fhaken,  in  compliance 
with  their  humour  or  intereft.  ^'  And  God  came  un- 
to Balaam  at  night,  and  faid  unto  him.  If  the  men 
come  to  call  thee,  rife  up,  and  go  with  them  ;  but  yet 
the  word  which  I  fhall  fay  unto  thee,  that  fliaU  thou 
do/'  *  The  word  might  have  been  rendered,  *'  See-^ 
ing  the  men  have  come  to  call  thee.  Balaam,  you 
have  carried,  thus  far,  your  point.  A  more  honour- 
able embafly  attends  you#  Your  defire  is  to  go :  you 
are  unable  to  withft-tnd  the  allurements  of  riches  and 
honour  :  you  know  the  better  courfe,  but  will  purfue 
the  worfe.  Well  then,  fulfil  thy  defire.  I  have  de-^ 
clared  my  will  ;  but  thou  preferreft  thine  own.  I 
have  faid.  Go  not ;  curfe  not  ;  but  the  demon  of  gain, 
Mammon,  fays,  go  and  curfe.  Obey  him.  Go,  and 
take  the  confequence.**  This  is  clearly  the  language 
of  the  permifCon  given  him  to  accompany  the  meffen* 
gers.  And  can  there  be  a  clearer  proof  of  the  divine 
difpleafure,  than  when  God  yields  to  men,  and  gives 
them  their  own  way  ?  *'  My  people,**  fays  God, 
•'  would  not  hearken  to  my  voice,  and  Ifrael  would 
none  of  me  ;  fo  I  gave  them  up  unto  their  own  heart's 
luft,  and  they  walked  in  their  own  counfels.  O  that 
my  people  had  hearkened  unto  me,  lind  Ifrael  had 
walked  in  my  ways  !  I  fliould  foon  have  fubdued  their 
enemies,  and  turned  my  hand  againft  their  adverfa- 
ries.**t  The  wickednefs  of  the  old  world  at  length 
overcame  the  patience  of  God  ;  and  he  faid,  '^  My 
Spirit  ftiall  not  always  flrive  with  man  :'*  and  fo  they 
were  left  to  eat  and  drink,  to  dance  and  to  play  ;  but 
then  the  waters  of  a  deluge  were  at  no  great  diftance  : 

and 
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and  when  God  fays,  concerning  a  people^  dt  ah  indi^ 
Vidual,  *'  Ephraim  is  joined  to  idols,  let  him  alone  ;'* 
ihort  of  hell,  it  is  the  worft  that  can  befal  them. 

Balaam  flattered  himfelf  atid  the  Moabites,  with 
tearing  moYe  from  God  ;  biit,  as  the  ptmifhment  of 
abiifing  the  light  he  had,  he  hears  kfs  than  before  \ 
iand  the  Vifioh  is  obfcured  to  the  man  who  had  wilfully 
(hut  his  own  eyes;  He  was  formerly  forbidden  either 
to  go,  dr  to  curfe.  He  is  now,  at  his  peril,  allowed  to 
go  :  but  Ihould  he  be  fo  rafh  as  to  proceed  on  fo  flen* 
der  ia  warraiit,  Ijie  is^  iat  his  ^eril,  warned  to  walk  by 
the  inftruftions  which  Ihould  be  given  him.  How 
eafily  men  believe,  how  promptly  they  obey,  when  the 
doftrine  tallies  With  their  prejudiced  ;  when  the  pre- 
cept toincides  with  their  inclinations  or  their  intereft* 
Balaam  is  weak,  I  ought  to  have  faid,  wicked  enough, 
to  imagine  his  way  perfedly  cleari  Having  cisirried^ 
as  he  thought,  one  effential  point,  all  the  reft,  he  pre^ 
fiimes,  will  follow  of  courfe.  Who  fo  quick-fighted 
as  a  covetous  man  purfuing  his  gain  ?  And  yet,  who 
fo  ftupid  and  dull,  as  the  man  whofe  ^yes  the  god  of 
this  world  hath  blinded  ?  Balaam  is  up  betimes,  in  the 
morning,  equipped  for  his  journey,  on  his  way  for  the 
land  of  Moab.  "  For  the  children  of  this  world  are 
in  their  generation  wifer  than  the  children  of  light."  * 
And  there,  for  the  prefent,  we  fhall  leave  him*  with 
this  nielancholy,  mortifying  rene&idn — that  a  cor^ 
rupted  heart  has  infinitely  greater  power  to  pervert  a 
found  underltanding  and  a  welUinformed  confcience^- 
than  an  intelligent  confcience  and  a  clear  head  have 
to  reform  and  purify  a  corrupted  heart.  If  God  per-* 
nut,  we  fhali  continue  the  hiftory  neict  Lord^s  day. 
May  grace  and  wifdom  be  granted  us  to  make  a  proper 
ufe  of  it ;  and  to  God's  holy  name  be  praife.     Amen* 
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LECTURE      XV) 

C  PETER  ii.    15,    16. 

Thefe  are  gone  ajlray^  following  the  way  of  Balaam,  the 

fon  of  Bofor,  who  loved  the  wages  of  unrighteoifnefs  ; 

but  was  rebuked  for  his  iniquity :  the  dumb  afs,  fpeak^' 

ing  with  man*s  voice,  forbad  ihe  madnefs  of  the  prophetm 


X  HE  ordinary  powers  of  nature,  if  we  confider 
them  attentively,  are  no  lefs  wonderful  in  themfelves, 
and  are  not  lefs  a  proof  of  the  power  and  wifdom  of 
God,  than  thofe  extraordinary  gifts  which  have  been 
beftowed,  and  thofe  preternatural  powers  which  have 
been  exercifed  at  particular  feafons,  and  for  fpedal 
purpofes  ;  and  which  have  excited  the  admiration  and 
aftonifhment  of  one  part  of  mankind,  and  the  incre- 
dulity of  another.  That  a  company  of  illiterate  men 
fliould  fuddenly,  and  without  inftruflion  or  ftudy,  be 
endowed  with  the  gift  of  readily  fpeaking  various  lanr 
guages,  juftly  raifes  our  wonder,  and  conveys  to  our 
minds  a  very  lofty  idea  of  that  divine  intelligence 
which  can  communicate  fuch  power  unto  men :  but 
we  overlook  the  wonder  equally  great,  becaufe  it  is 
continually  occurring,  of  the  common  gift  of  fpeech, 
and  the  conveyance  of  thought  by  it }  and  the  acquis 
fition  of  language  by  means  of  letters  and  memory. 
That  a  dumb  afs  ihould  fpeak  with  man's  voice,  and 
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the  dull  afs  reafon,'  fills  us  with  furprife,  becaufe  the 
inftance  is  iingular  an  d  unparalleled  ;  but  the  gradual 
increafe  of  the  human  body,  the  imperceptible  expan- 
fi  on  of  the  powers  of  the  human  mind,  pafs  for  a  thing 
of  courfe  ;  though  the  hand  of  God  be  confpicuous 
in  the  one  cafe  as  in  the  other.  Nothing  is  incredible 
to  them  who  know  the  fcriptures,  and  the  power  of 
God  :  nothing  is  incredible  to  him  who  attends,  with 
any  degree  of  application,  to  the  operations  of  his 
own  mind ;  and  to  what,  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of 
human  affairs,  is  every  hour  prei&ng  upon  his  obfer^ 
vation.  • 

In  a  crowded  aflembly,  without  the  utterance  of  a 
fingle  found,  by  one  glance  of  the  eye,  the  inmoft 
thoughts,  the  moft  fecret  emotions,  jQiall,  quick  as 
lightning,  be  conveyed  from  foul  to  foul :  and  the 
ftranger  be  unable  to  intermeddle  with,  to  partake  of, 
the  forrow  or  the  joy.  Let  the  veil  of  night  be  fpread 
ever  fo  thick,  and  the  ufe  of  fight  fufpended,  as  if  the 
eye-ball  were  extinguiflied,  the  vibration  of  a  little 
film  of  fiefh  (hall  diffipate  the  gloom,  aiid  convey  the. 
accents  of  affedion  or  of  woe  to  the  ear  and  the  heart 
of  fympathy .  Place  the  diameter  of  the  globe  betweea 
my  friend  and  me,  by  an  art  fubtle  as  the  magic  fpell, 
what  I  know  and  feel  in  the  frozen  regions  of  the 
north,  (hall  flee  on  the  fwift  wings  of  the  wind,  and 
touch  his  foul  under  the  more  clement  fky  of  the  op- 
pofite  hemifphere.  Knowing  from  experience  all  this 
to  be  true,  hiftory  can  record  no  faft,  promife  fufpend 
before  my  eyes  no  future  event  too  wonderful  for  m^ 
to  believe.  The  omnifcience,  omnipotence,  and  infi*- 
nite  goodnefs  of  God  once  admitted,  every  difficulty 
vanimes.  Is  there  any  thing  too  hard  for  the  Lord  to 
perform  ?  No :  Then  Sarah  conceives  a  fon  at  ninety 
years  old  ;  the  dumb  afs  reproves  the  madnefs  of  his 
mafter  ;  .unlettered  fifhermen  fpeak  with  tongues  ;  the 
dead  ihall  arife ;  all  thefe  things  fhall  be  difiblved,  and 
^  new  heavens,  and  a  new  earth,  wherein  dwelleth 

O2  righteoufuefs,'' 


• 

righteotxfnefs/'  ihall  be  expanded^  to  endure  forever 
and  ever. 

Having  premiTed  thefe  things^  not  altogethef  for- 
«Jg»j  we  truft,  to  om  fubjeft,  we  proceed  to  the  for- 
ther  profecution  of  a  hiflory,  as  fingular  and  as  in-- 
Itruflive,  perhaps,  as  any  in  fcriptnre. 

Balaam  having,  obtained  what  he  was  willing:  to^ 
believe  the  confent  of  God  to  his  journey  into  the* 
land  of  Moab^  for  we  eafily  believe  what  we  wi(h, 
lofes  not  a  moment  m  making  pFepairation  for  it«  He 
is  mounted,  and  on  his  journey  by  the  firfl  dawning 
of  the  day,  as  if  afraid  of  prevention,  by  a  revocation 
€>f  the  permiflion  ;  ill  at  eafe  in  his  mind,  but  fmothy 
ering  conviction,  in  the  exultation?  of  having  princeSP 
in  his  train,  and  in  the  profpeS:  of  all  the  riches  and 
honour  which  confederated  kings  had  to  beftow. 
Scripture  gives  us  the  idea  of  a  holy  vicience  offered 
unto  God,  with  which  he  is  well  pfeafed,  and  to  which 
he  gracioufly  fubmits  to  yield ;  as  when  it  is  faidy^ 
*^  the  kingdom  ©f  heaven  fuffereth  violence^  and  the 
violent  take  it  by  force/*  Hence  the  commandment,^ 
**  to  drive  to  enter  in  at  the  ftrait  gate,'*  to  wreftle 
and  make  fupplication,  « to  pray  always,  and  not  to 
fcunt.'*  But  there  is  alfo  fuggefted  the  idea  of  an  im- 
pious, a  prefumptuous,  and  a  fatal  ftrife  and  conten- 
tion with  our  Maker,  in  which,  woe  be  to  the  man 
that  prevailSi.  Such  was  the  violence  which  worldly- 
minded  Balaam  offered  r  and  how  could  he  think  to 
profper  ?  God,  juftly  difpleafed  at  his  perfeverance  in 
t  caufe  which  he  knew  to  be  difapproved  of  Heaven,, 
leaves  him  not  long  in  uncertainty  refpeding  his  will. 

The  princes  of  Moab,  it  would  appear,  had  now- 
left  him,  and  were  proceeding'  whh  a  quicker  pace  ta 
apprife  their  mafter  of  the  prophet's  approach  j;  and 
Balaam  remains  attended  by  only  two  of  his  oTjrn 
fervants,  when  the  angel  of  the  Lord  places  himfelf 
in  the  way  for  an  adverfary  againft  him.  We  fliall 
find,  in:  the  fequel,  the  perfon  ftyled  the  angel  of  the 
Lordt  as  ia  other  places,  fo  here,  affuming  the  charac- 
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ter,  and  exercifing  the  prerogative  of  Deity :  for  he  it 
is  that  afterwards  fays,  "  The  word  that  /  Ihall  fpeak 
unto  thee,  that  thou  ftialt  fpeak."  We  are  to  un- 
derftand,  therefore^  by  this  defignation,  the  mighty^ 
the  uncreated  Angel,  by  whom  God  made  the  worlds, 
ihe  eternal  Word,  which  was  in  the  beginning,  which 
was  with  God,  and  which  was  God,  and  which,  in 
the  fulnefs  of  time,  was  made  flelh,  and  dwelt  among 
men:  "  And  they  beheld  his  glory,  the  glory  as  of 
the  only  begotten  of  the  Father^  full  of  grace  and 
truth."*  But  never,  till  now,  did  he  appear  in  the 
character  of  an  adverfary.  We  find  him,  on  other 
occafions,  appearing  to  dired  the  wandering,  to  pro- 
ted  the  weak,  and  to  fuccour  the  diftrefled  ;  as  in  the 
cafe  of  Hagar,  Lot  and  Jacob  :  but  the  face  of  the 
Lord  is  fet  againft  them  that  do  evil.  And  now  be- 
hold him  in  the  Way  to  check  the  progrefs  of  pride^ 
violence  and  covetoufnefs.  The  great  enemy,  fo^ 
to  God  and  man,  is  termed,  by  way  of  diftinftion, 
the  adverfary :  but  lo !  that  awful  charafter  is  affum- 
<d  by  a  very  different  being — ^by  one,  infinitely  great- 
er and  mightier  than  him  j  whofe  wrath  is  infinitely 
more  terrible ;  who  has  power  to  fave  and  to  de- 
ilroy ;  and,  if  he  take  upon  him  that  form,  it  is  ftill 
in  confiftency  with  his  gracious  charaders  of  good  and. 
merciful :  it  is  to  humble  the  proud,  to  prevent  and 
counteract  the  caufelefs  curfe  j  to  difappoint  malice, 
and  make  the  purpofes  of  revenge  recoil  upon  itfelf : 
it  is  to  fupport  the  friendlefs,  to  guard  the  innocent, 
and  to  relieve  the  miferable. 

This  formidable  apparition  was  obferved  neither  by 
the  prophet  nor  his  fervants.  Neither  the  natural  vif- 
ion  of  the  latter,  nor  the  extraordinary  and  fupernat- 
ural  fagacity  of  the  former,  difcerned  any  thing,  fave 
empty  fpace,  where  the  dulled  of  brute  animals  de- 
fcried  the  prefence  of  Him,  who  makes  all  nature 
tremble  at  his  nod ;  who  <*  giveth  underftanding  to 
the  prudent,  and  to  him  that  hath  no  might  increaf- 
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cth  ftrcligth.**  Is  not  this  a  (Iriking  reprefentation  of 
tvhat  daily  comes  to  pafs  in  the  courfe  of  providence  ? 
We  fee  men  foaring  in  the  clouds,  with  their  eyes  and 
imagination,  while  with  their  feet  they  ftumble  and 
fall  into  the  ditch  that  ii  before  them  ;  poiTeffing  eve>- 
ry  kind  of  fenfe,  except  common  fenfe :  pretending  to 
fuperior  refinement,  and  yet  ftupid  and  grofs,  in  the 
J>laineft  and  mod  effential  things.  Thus  the  fimplici- 
ty  of  the  gofpfel  was  "  to  the  Jews  a  ftumbling-block, 
•and  to  the  Greeks  foolifhnefs  ;*'  and  on  this  very  ac- 
•count,  the  condefcending  Saviour  of  mankind  is  rep- 
rcfentcd  as  rejoicing  in  fpirit,  and  faying,  **  I  thank 
thee,  O  Father,  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  becaufe 
thou  haft  hid  thefe  things  from  the  wife  and  prudent, 
and  haft  revealed  them  unto  babes.  Even  fo,  Father, 
for  fci  it  feemed  good  in  thy  fight/**  Thus  God  de- 
ftroyeth  the  "  wifdom  of  the  wife,  and  brings  to  noth- 
ing the  underftanding  of  the  prudent/'f 

What  an  objeQ:  of  terror  is  here  reprefented  as  ob- 
ilrufting  the  paflage !  An  angel !  The  prince  of  an- 
gels, armed  with  a  fword,  and  that  fword  drawn  in 
nis  hand !  What  was  the  ftrength  of  Egypt,  in  that 
dreadful  night,  when  one  of  his  flaming  meffengers 
walked  through  the  midft  of  it,  and  made  all  its  firft- 
born  to  bleed  to  death  under  his  ftroke  ?  How  eaiy 
had  it  been  for  that  arm,  with  one  ftroke  of  that 
fword,  to  have  put  an  end  to  the  life  and  madnefs  of 
the  prophet !  But  he  chofe  to  employ  a  meaner  inftru- 
ment,  and  thereby  to  vindicate  to  himfelf  higher 
praife. 

There  is  a  ftriking  progrefs  defcribed  in  the  mode 
of  admonition  and  reproof,  adminiftered  to  the  proph- 
et by  the  fucceffive  aftions  of  the  dumb  creature. 
Firft,  "  he  turned  afide  out  of  the  way,  and  went  in- 
to the  field  j"  a  plain  intimation  to  his  accuftomed 
rider,  that  fomething  esttraordinary  obftrufted  his 
path.  Thus,  in  many  pafTages  of  fcripture,  the  com* 
mon  inftin£ts  of  the  duUeft  animals,  are  iemployed  to 

(expofe 

*  Matt.  xt.  25,  26.  f  z  tk>r.  i.  19. 


\ 


Lect.  XV.  Hiftory  of  Balaam.  207 

o:pofe  the  greater  thoughtlefsnefs  and  folly  of  rational 
beings*  "  A£k,  now,  the  beafts/'  fays  Job,  "  and 
they  fhall  teach  thee  ;  and  the  fowls  of  the  air^  and 
they  fhali  tell  thee :  or  fpeak  to  the  earth,  and  it  ihall 
teach  thee  ;  and  the  fiihes  of  the  fea  fhall  declare  un- 
to thee.  Who  knoweth  not  in  all  thefe,  that  the 
hand  of  the  Lord  hath  wrought  this  ?*'*  "  Hear,  O 
heavens;**  fays  God  by  Ifaiah,  "and  give  ear,  O 
earth :  for  the  Lord  hath  fpoken :  I  have  nouriihed 
and  brought  up  children,  and  they  have  rebelled 
againft  me.  The  ox  knoweth  his  owner,  and  the  afs 
his  mafter's  crib :  but  Ifrael  doth  not  know,  my  peo- 
ple doth  not  confider/'t  "  Yea,  the  ftork  in  the 
heaven,"  faith  God  by  another  prophet,  ^'  knoweth 
her  appointed  times :  and  the  turtle,  and  the  crane, 
and  the  fwallow  obferve  the  time  of  their  coming  ; 
but  my  people  know  not  the  judgment  pf  the  Lqrd.*'  J 
Thus,  in  the  paflage  before  us,  a  more  indired  reproof 
was  given  to  the  eagernefs  and  fpeed  of  Balaam, 
pricked  on  by  the  fpur  of  covetoufnefs  and  ambition, 
by  the  adion  of  the  afs,  in  deviating  from  the  right 
path  ;  and  had  not  the  eyes  of  his  underftanding  beein 
blinded  by  the  wages  of  unrighteoufnefs,  this,  without 
the  vifion  of  an  angel,  might  have  taught  him  that 
the  way  in  which  he  went  was  perverfe  before  God. 
But  following  only  the  blind  impulfe  of  a  carnal 
mind,  he  wreaks,  in  reiterated  blows  upon  the  unoffend- 
ing brute,  the  refentment  which  ought  to  have  been 
levelled  againft  his  own  raflmefs  and  prefumption. 
Who  was  here  moft  worthy  of  ftripes  ?  Let  the  ad- 
age of  the  wife  man  determine.  ''  A  Avhip  for  the 
horfe,  a  bridle  for  the  afs,  and  a  rod  for  the  fool's 
back.'' 

Behold  the  patience  and  long^fuflFering  of  God. 
The  afs,  by  dint  of  blows,  is  forced  back  again  into 
the  road,  and  the  angel  himfelf  gives  place  and  retires. 
Folly  and  obftinacy  feem  to  have  carried  oflf  the  vifto- 
ry }  but  alas,  how  fhort  is  the  triumph  of  impiety  !  If 

omnipotence 

*  Job  xii-  7—9.         t  If*i«  *•  ^>  3*         t  Jcr.  viii.  7. 
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omnipotence  yield,  it  is  only  to  meet  the  finner  oa 
ground  more  difEcult  and  dangerous.  The  heavenly 
xneflenger  now  takes  his  ftand  in  a  place  where  there 
was  no  way  to  efcape,  ^^  a  wall  on  this  fide,  and  a  wali 
on  that,''  and  a  flaming  fword,  wielded  by  the  arm  of 
the  great  Arch*angel,  m  front,  to  oppole.  There  is 
no  way  of  fafety  but  in  turning  back  and  fleeing  for 
life,  and  yet  he  will  madly  pufli  on  to  his  own  deftruc-p 
tion.  When  men  are  once  engaged  in  a  way  that  is 
not  good,  difficulty  only  ftimulates  their  ardour ;  they 
rufli  on  through  danger  to  danger,  till  they  involve 
themfelves  in  inevitable  deftru&ion  )  according  ta 
the  fearful  progrefs  defcribed  by  the  prophetw-"Fear, 
and  the  pit,  and  the  fnare  fliall  be  upon  thee,  O  inhab<s 
jtant  of  Moab,  faith  the  Lord.  He  that  fleeth  fron^ 
(he  fear  fhall  fall  into  the  pit,  and  he  that  getteth  up 
out  of  the  pit,  ihall  be  taken  in  the  fnare :  for  I  will 
bring  upon  it,  even  upon  Moab,  the  year  of  their  vifi«e 
tation,  faith  the  Lord.  They  that  fled  flood  under 
the  fhadow  of  Hefhbon,  becaufe  of  the  force :  but  a 
fire  fhall  come  forth  out  of  Hefhbon,  and  a  flame 
from  the  midfl  of  Sion,  and  fhall  devour  the  corner  of 
Moab,  and  the  crown  pf  the  he^d  of  the  tumultuous 
ones."  * 

The  reproof  now  becomes  mare  diflinfl;  and  dired. 
The  wretched  animal,  urged  on  by  his  furious  rider, 
hemmed  in  with  t  wall  on  either  fide,  and  oppofed  in 
front  as  with  a  wall  of  fire,  in  making  a  defperate  effort 
to  pafs  by  and  advance,  thrufls  herfelf  clofe  to  the  wall, 
and  cruflies  the  prophet's  foot*  Thus  flow,  thus  re^r 
ludant,  is  a  merciful  God  to  proceed  to  judgment. 
He  firft  warns  and  threatens ;  then  touches  the  extrem- 
ities, if  peradventure  the  finner  will  take  warning, 
and  turn  back ;  and  not  till  all  means  have  been  tried 
and  found  ineflPe&ual,  is  he  provoked  to  ftrike  the 
deadly  blow  that  reaches  the  heart, 

Mark  on  the  other  hand,  by  what  dreadful  degrees 
iinners  harden  themfelves  againft  God,  till  they  be- 
come 

^  Jer.  riviiu  43—45. 
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come  loil  to  feeling.  The  commiffion  pf  one  fm  as 
naturally  leads  to  another,  as  every  ftep  down  a  ileep 
place  accelerates  the  fpeed  of  that  which  is  to  follow ; 
^d  yet  tranfgreflbrs  vainly  imagine  it  is  in  their  pow* 
er  to  flop  when  they  pleafe,  pr  to  turn  againft  the 
bias.  One  of  the  moil  fearful  fymptoms  of  a  rep* 
robate  mind,  is,  when  the  very  mt^s^ns  of  awaken* 
ing,  convincing  and  convertings  ferve  as  opiates  to 
the  confcience,  and  increafe  that  infenfibiUty  which 
they  were  meant  to  cure.  If  the  conftitution  of 
the  patient  be  fo  vitiated  as  to  convert  niedicin<i 
into  poifon,  diifoludon  cannot  be  at  a  great  dis- 
tance. AfiUdion^  that  wholefome,  though  unpaU* 
table  potion,  never  leaves  the  mind  exadly  where  it 
found  itt  A  cure  is  either  begun  by  it,  or  thediftem^ 
per  is  confirmed.  The  hiftory  of  Balaam  is  the  illuf' 
tration  of  this  pofition.  The  pain  of  his  foot  has  on^ 
ly  ferved  to  whet  the  afperity  of  his  difpofition ;  and 
the  mor$  he  is  oppofed,  the  more  earneit  he  is  to  get 
forwards.  O  that  the  children  of  light  were  thus  per- 
feverant  in  a  gopd  caufe?  and  not  weary  of  well-doing. 

It  is  afloniihing  that  fuperilition,  if  not  the  fear  of 
God,  did  not  now  turn  him  back.  Surely  never  jour- 
ney had  a  more  ominous,  inaufpicioua  beginning: 
but  the  paffions  by  which  he  was  a^uated,  are  among 
the  laft  to  be  difcouraged  ;  on  he  driven  and  the  an- 
gel, in  patience  mi;ct  with  difpleafute,  continues  to  re^ 
treat,  tUl  at  li^ngth  the  path  becomes  fo  narrow,  that 
it  was  impQfiible  to  turn  to  the  right  hand  or  to  the 
left,  when  the  patient  brute,  wearied  and  wafted  with 
ftripes,  and  feared  with  the  dreadful  vifion  immedi- 
ately before  her  eyes^  at  lail  Ank$  to  the  earth  under 
her  burthen. 

This  was  the  third  ftage  of  admonition  and  re- 
proof, God  firft  waves  the  flaming  fword,  but  cuts 
not,  fhakes  the  rod,  but  fmites  nott  That  being  dif- 
regarded,  he  puts  forth  his  hand  and  fmites  the  heel, 
but  fpares  the  vitals.  He  then  proceeds  to  block  up 
the  way,  th^t  the  finner  cannot  pafs ;  but  is  qonftrain- 

ed 
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ed  to  fall  down  before  him«  Humanity  i$  locked  as 
we  proceed.  "  The  merciful  man  is  merciful  to  his 
beaft,  but  the  tender  mercies  of  the  wicked  are  cru- 
eL'^  Behold  an  old,  fimple,  uncomplaining  drudge 
expiring  under  the  angry  blows  of  her  unkind  maf- 
ter »  The  very  ftones  of  the  field  are  ready  to  cry  out, 
and  to  upbraid  the  hard*hearted,  ungrateful  wretch 
with  his  cruelty.  ^^  Balaam's  anger  was  kindled,  and 
he  fmote  her  with  a  ftafF.*' 

In  the  hiftory  of  the  miracle  which  follows,  a  mul- 
titude of  refleaions  crowd  upon  us.  In  the  order 
and  frame  of  nature,  every  creature  of  God  has  a  fpec- 
ial  ufe  and  end  ;  neither  is  there  any  fchifm,  deficien- 
cy or  redundancy,  permitted  in  the  great  body  of  the 
univerfe.  Every  thing  is  in  its  place ;  every  thing  is 
fulfilling  the  purpofe  of  its  Creator;  and  therefore 
nothing  ought  to  be  mean  or  contemptible  in  our  eyes. 
The  great  Lord  of  all  exercifes  a  tender  concern 
about  the  loweA  of  the  brute  creation,  provides  for 
them,  and  refents  the  cruelty  and  injuftice  which  are 
offered  them*  *'  He  feeds  the  ravens,"  ^^  the  young 
lions  aflc  their  meat  from  God,'*  **  he  carcth  for  ox- 
en,** *'  a  fparrow  falleth  not  to  the  ground  without 
our  heavenly  Father."  And  lo,  the  dull  afs  fiindeth 
compafTion  and  an  avenger,  when  under  oppreflion, 
from  him  whom  angels  worftiip.  Who  fo  lofty  as  to 
be  beyond  his  reach,  as  to  defy  his  power  ?  What  fo 
little  as  to  be  beneath  his  notice,  or  fhut  out  from  his 
'  pity  ?  There  is  of  confequence  a  return  of  attention 
and  tendernefs  due  from  the  human  race  to  every  or- 
der of  creatures  below  themfelves,  and  whofe  fervices, 
whatever  their  faculties  may  be.  Providence  permits 
them  to  employ  either  for  pleafure  or  for  ufe.  The 
power  and  wifdom  which  ftationed  every  creature  in 
its  proper  place,  and  preferves  it  there,  can  at  pleaf- 
ure elevate  it  to  a  higher,  or  deprefs  it  to  a  lower 
fphere  ;  can  confer  upon  it  a  force  unknown  before, 
or  deprive  it  of  what  it  formerly  poffeffed  j  can  break 
the  ftrength  of  Egypt,  by  an  army  of  frogs  or  flies,  or 

preferve 
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preferve  Darnel  unhurt  in  the  midft  of  the  lions ;  can 
catch  the  Terpen  t  in  his  own  craft  inefs,  and  teach  the 
dull  afs  fpeech  and  reafon. 

The  cunning  of  Satan,  and  the  underftanding  of 
man,  look  out  for  likely,  promifing  and  adequate  in- 
ftrumentg  to  carry  on  their  dcfigns.  The  wifdom  of 
God  choofes  to  execute  his  by  fuch  as  are  apparently 
weak,  unpromifing  and  inadequate.  To  feduce  our 
firft  parents,  the  devil  employed  the  agency  of  that 
creature  which  was  the  moft  fagacious  of  all  the  beafts 
of  the  field.  The  moft  ftupid,  in  the  hand  of  the 
Almighty,  was  fufficient  to  confound,  and  to  convift, 
and  to  condemn,  the  proudeft  and  moft  highly  gifted 
of  his  race.  And  the  gofpelt)f  Chrift  becometh  ef- 
fedual  unto  falvation,  not  through  the  wifdom  of 
words,  but  by  demonftration  of  the  Spirit ;  for  *^  God 
hath  chofen  the  foolifli  things  of  the  world  to  con- 
found the  wife ;  and  God  hath  chofen  the  weak  things 
of  the  world  to confodnd  the. things  which  are  migh- 
ty ;  and  bafe  things  of  the  world,  and  things  which 
are  defpifed,  hath  God  chofen,  yea,  and  things  which 
are  not,  to  bring  to  nought  things  that  are ;  that  np 
flefli  ihould  glory  in  his  prefence."  ♦ 

Finally,  for  we  muft  make  an  end  of  our  reflexions 
on  the  fubjefl: — ^What  creature  fo  brutifli,  as  a  ration- 
al being  under  the  dominion  of  his  lufts  !  The  novelty 
of  an  afs  fpeaking,  reafoning,  remonftrating,  feems  to 
have  excited  no  aftonifliment  in  the  furious  prophet : 
he  is  not  awakened  to  one  fentiment  of  compaffion, 
nor  of  godly  fear,  by  a  phenomenon  fo  fingular.  The 
only  regret  he  feels,  is  the  want  of  a  deadly  inftrument 
to  profecute  his  refentment  to  the  full.  Men  moft 
vainly,  and  in  the  face  of  experience,  imagine,  that 
fuch  and  fuch  means  of  convidion  would  certainly 
work  their  eflfeft.  **  Nay,  but  if  one  went  from  the 
dead  they  will  repent ;"  but  the  truth  is  too  well  con- 
firmed by  every  day's  experience,  to  be  called  in 
queftion,  that  "  if  they  hear  not  Mofes  and  the  proph- 
ets, 
♦  I  Cor.  u  sr7 — 29. 
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ets,  neither  will  they  be  perfuaded  though  one  rofe 
from  the  dead/**  A  miracle  greater  than  even  open- 
ing the  afs's  mouth  muft  be  performed,  before  Ba- 
laam be  perfuaded.  A  heart  wedded  to  gain,  is  not 
to  be  reafoned  out  of  its  favourite  purfuit ;  and  unbe- 
lief, do  what  you  will,  always  finds  a  ftrong-hold 
whereto  it  can  refort,  and  which  it  eafily  renders  im- 
pregnable, **  Shew  us  a  fign  from  heaven,  and  we 
will  believe."  Well,  the' very  petulance  of  incredu- 
lity is  humoured,  the  fign  is  exhibited,  Satan  is  caft 
out.  Surely  they  will  now  believe.  No  fuch  thing. 
•'  This  man  cafteth  out  devils  by  Beelzebub  the 
prince  of  the  devils."  The  eyes  of  Balaam  are  blind- 
er, his  heart  more  bard  than  the  tongue  of  the  afn 
is  mute. 

At  length,  God  vouchfafes  to  eiFe£k  that  by  a  fecond 
miracle,  which  had  been  obvious  to  a  tender  con-  • 

fcience,  much  more  to  a  prophetic  eye,  without  any 
miracle  at  all ;  and  the  angel  ft^nds  confeft  to  the  fight 
of  the  foothfayer,   clothed  in  ail  bis  terror.    And  j 

now  violence,  ambition  and  covetoufnefs  ftand  for  ^ 

a  while  fufpended,  fwallowed  up  of  iear  at  this  alarm- 
ing fight.  His  eyes  are  no  fooner  opened  to  fee  with 
whom  he  had  to  contend,  than  he  fhuts  them  again 
in  conftemation  and  aftonifliment ;  "  he  bowed  his 
head  and  fell  flat  on  his  face."  What  a  mifcrable 
figure  a  haughty  man  makes  when  caught  in  the  fnare ! 
How  vain  the  expeftation  of  fleeing  from  God,  or  of 
oppofing  him  with  fuccefs  !  How  dreadful  it  is  to  meet 
as  an  adyerfary,  Him  whofe  counfels  we  have  flighted 
as  a  friend !  Balaam  has  now  the  unfpeakable  morti- 
fication of  dxfcovering  that  he  owed  the  prefervation  I 
of  his  life  to  the  flender  fagacity  and  difcernment  of 
the  poor  brute  whom  he  had  treated  fo  unmercifully ; 
and  he  is  again  afliired,  without  referve  or  difguile,  I 
that  the  defign  of  this  journey  was  highly  odious  and 
ofFenfive  to  God.  "  Behold,  I  went  out  to  withftand 
thee,  becaufc  thy  way  is  perverfe  before  mie.    And  the 

afs 

*  Liike  xvj.  31. 
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afs  faw  me,  and  turned  from  me  thefe  three  times  i 
unlefs  flie  had  turned  from  me,  furely  now  alfo  I  had 
flain  thee,  and  faved  her  alive/'* 

But  though  intimidated  and  confounded,  his  heart- 
ftill  cleaves  to  "  the  wages  of  unrighteoufnefs/'  Dif-- 
approbation  could  not  be  exprelTed  in  clearer  and 
fironger  words,  than  had  all  along  been  employed^ 
*'  thou  fhalt  not  go,  thou  flialt  not  eurfe,''  ''  I  went 
out  to  withftand  tne€  :  thy  way  is  perverfe  before  me,**^ 
and  yet  he  has  the  afliirance  to  make  it  a  matter  of 
doubt  whether  God  were  difpleafed  with  him  or  not^r 
A  confcience  not  quite  callous,  a  heart  not  totally 
hardened  like  his,  would  have  fought  inftantly  to  re 
treat,  thankful  that  bis  prefumption  had  not  already 
coft  him  his  life  j  but  he  cannot  give  up  the  hope  of 
getting  forward.  "  ^  it  difpleafe  thee,  I  will  get  me 
back  again."!  "  ^  it  difpleafe  thee/'  Could  he 
doubt  it  i  What  kind  of  aflurance  would  he  have  had  ? 
And  yet^  wonderful  to  be  told,  the  anget  continues 
once  more  to  give  way;  and  Balaam  has  ftill  th& 
hardinefs  to  proceed ;  and  the  iffue  proves  the  truth 
of  the  wife  man's  affertion :  "  He  that  being  oftea 
reproved  hardeneth  hk  neck,  (ball  fuddenly  be  de-^ 
ftroyed,  and  that  without  remedy.'*  J 

The  hiftory  now  haftens  on  to  the  meeting  of  Ba^ 
laam  and  Balak ;  the  one  eager  to  prevail  over  his- 
enemies^  by  the  power  of  enchantment ;  the  other  to* 
poITefs  himfelf  of  the  riches  and  honours  of  Moab^ 
The  one  lays  afide  the  ftate  of  a  king,  and  aiivances 
to  his  utmoft  border,  out  of  rej(jpeft  to  his  expeded 
gueft.  The  other,  with  more  fpeed  than  became  a 
prophet,  haftens  to  partake  of  the  prince's  repaft,  lit-' 
tie  fcrupulous  whether  the  bill  of  fare  confiftcd  of 
things  offered  unto  idols  or  not.  But  happily  for 
Krael,  God,  their  protcdor,  had  put  a  hook  in  hi* 
nofe  and  a  bridle  in  his  jaws.  He  himfelf  feels  and 
acknowledges  it,  however  reluctantly.    ^^  And  Balaam 

faid 
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faid  unto  Balak,  Lo,  I  am  come  unto  thee :  have  I 
now  any  power  at  all  to  fay  any  thing  ?  The  word 
that  God  putteth  in  my  mouth,  that  fhall  I  fpeak."  ♦ 

The  prophecy  itfelf,  one  of  the  moft  beautiful  paf- 
fages  in  the  facred  hiftory,  though  uttered  by  profane 
lips ;  and  the  power  of  God  therein  exemplified,  in 
making  the  wrath  of  man  to  praife  him,  will  furniih 
ufeful  matter  for  another  difcourfe.  Let  what  has 
bjcen  faid,  be  improved  a$  a  folemn  warning  to  obferve, 
regard  and  fubmit  to  the  admonitions  of  God^s  word 
and  providence.  Woe  bfe  to  that  man  who  fees  no  an* 
gel  ftanding  in  the  way  of  a  finful  career,  till  the  an- 
gel of  death  flop  him  with  his  fatal  dart.  Let  the 
checks  of  confcience  be  liftened  to.  Has  the  hand,  or 
the  foot,  been  bruifed,  retreat  in  time.  There  is  a 
lion  in  the  way.  He  that  proves  too  ftrong  for  his 
Maker,  by  a  bold  perfeverance  in  an  evil  courfe,  is  on- 
ly haftening  forward  his  own  deftrudion.  The  fame 
perfon  is  the  kindeft  friend,  and  the  mod  formidable 
adverfary. 

God  can  find  an  inftrument  to  punifh,  in  the  mean- 
cfl  and  mofl  contemptible  creature  ;  therefore  defpife 
none,  abufe  none.  Be  not  weary  in  well-doing.  Take 
an  example  from  Balaam,  in  refped  of  perfeverance  ; 
but  choofe  an  honcfler  and  worthier  objeft  of  purfuit. 
Honour  God  with  your  fuperior  reafon  and  ufe  of 
fpeech.  Behold  an  afs  wife,  and  a  prophet  mad  : 
blufh  at  thy  own  folly,  and  be  humble. 

Let  us  go,  as  has  been  already  fuggefted,  and  learn 
wifdom  from  the  brute  creation.  "  The  ox  knoweth 
his  owner,  and  the  afs  his  mafler^s  crib  :"  be  inflrufl:-. 
ed  to  acknowledge  the  hand  that  feeds  thee :  learn  at- 
tachment to  thy  Protedor,  learn  gratitude  to  thyBen- 
thStoXy  repay  kindnefs  with  kindnefs.  Learn  induf- 
try  from  the  bee.  "  Go  to  the  ant,  thou  fluggard  ; 
confider  her  ways,  and  be  wife  :  which  having  no 
guide,  overfeer,  or  ruler,  provideth  her  meat  in  the 
fummer,  and  gathereth  her  food  in  the  harvefl.     How 

long 

*Verfe  38. 


Lect.  XV.  Hijiory  of  Balaam.  115 

long  wilt  thou  fleep,  O  fluggard  ?  When  wilt  thou 
arife  out  of  thy  fleep  ?'**  "  The  hen  gathereth  her 
chickens  under  her  wings.**  **  There  be  four  things 
which  are  little  upon  the  earth,  but  they  ^re  exceed- 
ing wife.  The  ants  are  a  people  not  ftrong,  yet  they 
prepare  their  meat  in  the  fummer ;  the  conies  are  but 
a  feeble  folk,  yet  make  they  their  houfes  in  the  rocks  ; 
the  locufts  have  no  king,  yet  go  they  forth  all  of  them 
by  bands  ;  the  fpider  taketh  hold  with  her  hands,  and 
is  in  kings  palaces."!  May  God  open  our  eyes,  and 
difpofe  our  minds  to  receive  inftruftion  from  every 
thing  around  us ;  and  preferve  us  from  oppofmg 
his  will ;  and  make  his  way  flraight  before  our  face. 
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KUMBERS  XXUl.  lOii 

Wy  can  count  the  duft  of  "Jacobs  and  the  number  ofih^ 
fourth  part  of  Ifrael  ?    Let  me  die  the  death  of  thi 
righteous  y  and  let  my  laji  end  be  like  hisi 

Human  condud:,  ^s  far  as  it  is  govd-ned  by  thcf 
fplrit  of  this  world,  exhibits  a  wretched  and  contempti^ 
ble,  but  a  dangerous  and  fatal  oppofition  to  the  will 
of  Godi  Men  would  be  happy  in  their  own  w'aty  ;  but 
whether  they  fucceed  in  their  purfuits,  or  whethet 
they  fail)  they  find  thcmfelves  miferable  iii  the  end* 
God  is  conducing  us,  if  we  would  but  be  conduftedi 
to  real  aiid  fubftantial  happinefs,  but  it  is  through  a 
narrow  gate,  and  along  a  path  in  many  places  ftrewed 
with  thorns.  The  profperous  fucceffes  of  vanity  and 
wicfcednefs,  like  a  fweet  poifon,  may  afford  a  tranfient 
pleafure  in  the  moment  of  fwallowing  i  but  lafting 
arid  unutterable  anguifb  immediately  fucceeds*  Thd 
bowels  are  torn  with  pain  infupportable,  and  the  maii 
dies,  dies  forever,  (&r  the  indulgence  and  gratification 
of  one  poor  inftant  of  time.  But  the  facrifices  we  are 
enabled  to  make  to  God,  and  to  the  teftimony  of  a 
good  confcience,  are  like  a  naufeoils  medicine,  which 
%  means  of  a  fliort-lived  difguft,  reftifies  the  conftitu- 
tiohj  fweetens  the  blood,  confirms  h^lth,  and  pro* 
longs  a  happy  exiftence*    The  grievoufnefe  of  aifflic-* 

tioa 


LidT.  XVI.  Hi/iory  of  Balaam.  217 

« 

tion  in  due  feafoii  "  yields  the  peaceable  fruits  of 
righteoufnefe  to  them  who  are  exercifed  thereby.** 

In  whatever  way  men  choofe  to  live,  and  very  dif- 
ferent are  the  roads  which  they  take,  they  have  but 
one  idea,  one  wi(h,  one  prayer,  in  the  profpeft  of  death 
and  eternity.  Wheh  a  man  finds  himfelf  on  the  brink 
of  the  world  of  fpirits,  it  will  afford  him  but  flender 
confolation,  to  refleft  that  he  has  lived  long  enough 
to  amafs  a  fortune,  to  enjoy  a  banquet,  to  attain  a 
poft  of  honour,  to  acquire  a  name.  And  he  will  feel 
as  little  pain  and  mortification,  on  the  other  ]iand, 
in  recollefling  that  he  has  pafTed  life  in  obfcurity,  that 
he  has  ftruggled  with  poverty,  that  he  has  endured 
unmerited  reproach.  But  this  is  the  folly  and  the 
mifery  of  nlan  5  we  eagerly  imbibe  and  follow  the 
fpirit  of  this  world  while  we  live  ;  and  fondly  dream 
of  aflTuming,  in  one  propitious  inflant,  the  fpirit  of 
heaven,  when  we  come  to  die.  We  think  of  pafSng 
our  thirty  or  forty  years  with  the  gay,  the  giddy,  and 
the  vain  j  as  if  that  could  be  a  preparation  for  an 
eternity  with  God,  and  angels,  and  the  fpirits  of  juft 
men  made  perfeft.  Our  underflanding  and  confcience 
are  on  the  fide  of  wifdpm  and  piety ;  our  paffions 
and  habits,  and  alas  !  they  are  more  powerful,  are  of 
the  party  of  diffipation  and  vice.  *'  The  fool  fays  in 
his  heart,  there  is  no  God  ;'*  and  men  reputed  wife^ 
live  as  if  there  were  none. 

The  unhappy  man,  whofe  charader  is  farther  un- 
folded to  us  in  the  text,  exhibits  a  mod:  affeding  ex- 
ample of  this  ftrange  inconfiflency  and  felf-delufion. 
Who  fo  enlightened  as  Balaam,  "  which  heard  the 
words  of  God,  which  faw  the  vifion  of  the  Almighty  ?** 
Who  fo  blind  as  the  covetous  prophet,  who  "  loved 
the  wages  of  unrighteoufnefs,*'  whofe  eyes  the  god  of 
this  world  blinded  ?  Hear  him  fpeak  ;  the  mapna  of 
heavenly  eloquence  falls  from  his  lips  :  behold  him 
ad,  and  lo,  a  fiend  from  hell  fpreading  fnares  and  de- 
ftruftion.  Under  the  control  of  God,  not  Mofes 
himfelf  thinks  more  affeftionately,  expreffcs  affeftion 
more  ardently  towards  Ifrael,  than  Balaam.  Under 
Vqi..  IV.  P  the 


the  ifflf  iilf^  (A  hi5  cwii  paffl0t!is,  n0t  Satan  (fodd  ptet 
more  rtiillgnatttly  ftof  nioj-e  efffeftttally.  As  the 
prophfef  of  God,  who  fo  W^irt  s  friertd  ?  A*  the  cdun- 
felldf  of  Balak^  u«rho  fe>  dreiidfill  atti  advetfkrv  ?  In  thfe 
pr(5fpea  6f  dfeath,  ykho  tn6te  dfeVout  ?  hi  Kte,  ^ho  f6 
profligate  ?  \k  jtidgtrtettt  kfld  dplriioft^  ^ho  fb  clear^nd 
found  ?  In  ptaaiccj  ^*;ho  ftf  ptoftkute  ind  ibsttldtmed  ? 

Itt  the  face  of  a  prriMbitldiii  the  clfearfeft  tod  fullfeft 
f hit  wdrdsl  cbttfd  toMtf,  through  thfe  diffituitles  aiid 
dahgerS  of  si  jburney  the  iitoft  evefttful  opbii  *ec6td, 
Balaam  is  no^  ^rrited  ^t  Bdlslk'S  m^tropoli^,  Kirjath^ 
htaathi,  thie  City  of  ftrefets.  Grefetirigs,  fuch  al  may  be 
fiipipofed  to  pals  betweeh  ^ick^d  tad  felfifll  hien,  be- 
iiig  bver,  khe  facrifice  is  ofFcri^d  ttj),  ftfid  the  banquet  is 
pffepaffed^  according  td  the  ftate  df  a  kiiig,  and  the 
iacrediiefs  and  Ifetipbttahce  of  his  gtieft.  The  fetrening^ 
being  pa&d  in  feftitity,  thfey  retire  to  reft  j  and^  early 
on  the  m<Jrro#,  Balaam  jierttlit*  hiihfelf  tb  be  cottdtlQ:- 
ed  by  the  Moabitilh  pWtice  into  the  «  htgh  fjhceS  df 
Baal;  that  thehce  he  hlight  fee  thfe  utmoft  parts  df  thfc 
people/*  Here  the  cldveii  foot  appears  at  diice;  B«t. 
laam  wa^  tdo  ifitelligeiit  t6  belieVe  that  Baa!  was  diiy 
thing ;  that  his  fecrlflces  ot  high  plates  ^ete  any 
thing  :  bbt  Balak's  gbld  beings  ind^fed,  the  gted  nrftoiil 
he  himfelf  wdrfhippedj  it  is  to  hink  t  mattet  of  the  laft 
indiffererice  before  \;rhat  iddi  the  fTdperftitidMft  ifa6tt- 
arch  bowed  down.  Reafon  and  rfeligibit  f^,  "  What 
concord  caii  there  be  betweeti  Ood  and  fieHal  \  be- 
tM^een  him  that  believeth.  and  ari  infidel  ?  Ye  caiihot 
ferve  God  and  raamtoon/*^  But  avarice  will  attiSMpt 
any  thing,  fubmit  t6  any  things  cbhimit  any  thitig ; 
will  adore  the  God  oJF  Ifrael,  or  bend  at  the  altar  of 
Baal,  juft  as  it  ferves  the  occafion.  Balaaitl  eren  Vol- 
unteers in  the  fervice  of  ^the  idol ;  feeds  the  fupcritii 
tion  of  Balak,  which  it  was  his  duty  to  have  corttefti 
ed  ;  and,  as  if  there  had  been  fomething  potent  and 
myfterious  in  the  number,  dire£isj^iy«^  altars  to  bft 
erefted,  and  a  bullock  and  a  ram  to  be  prepared  fet  a 
facrifice  upon  each  of  the  feven. 

Behold  how  foori  the  reproof  *6f^  fpeaking,  tcafen- 
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tAg  brute,  the  terrots  of  the  oppofing  angeU  wd  the 
^dmoxutioa^.  of  the  heavenly  viiion,  are  difregardedl 
and  forgottea!  BaJak  is  deliberately  fujQ^red  to  r&t 
maui  the  dupe  o£  hts.  own  credulity  :  he  is  fed  with 
the  vaiu  hope  of  triunaph,.  in  a  way  by  which  it  cpuld 
siQt  be  achieved ;  and  an  attenipt  is  impioully  made  tq 
aid  him  in  an  enterprife  which  Heaven  had  repeatedly 
condemzjbed  i  axid,  dreadful  to  think,  this  is  done  un^ 
der  all  the  awfol  &rnxs  of  a  religious  fervice  ^  and  a 
pujcpofe  too  vile  to  be  avowed^  even  to  men,  is  pre* 
famptuauily  obtruded  upon  the  great  Jehovah,  as  if 
his  determinations  were  to  fluduate  with  the  vile  inter* 
efts  and  caprices  of  mortals*  ^*  The  facrifice  of  thq 
wicked^'*  faith  the  wife  man,  "  i&  an  abomination, 

.  how  .much  more  when  he  bringetb  it  with  a  wicked 
mindJ'  The  religion  of  God  is,  "  I  will  have  mercy 
and  not  facrifice/'  But  the  leading  article  of  Ba-^ 
laam's  creed  is,  ^*  Gain  is  godlinefs  /'  hence  he  at* 
tempts  to  ian£lion  curiing  and  cruelty,  uttder  the  fol* 
emn  ordinances  of  the  tuelTed  God. 

We  have  ohfcrved  formerly,  without  pretending  to 
affign  a  reafon  for  it,  that  the  nMmhQx/ev^n  is,  through 
the  whole  of  divine  revelation,  connected  with  many 
important  ideas,  inftitutions  and  events,  in  cafes  de- 
pending on  the  fovereign  authority  of  the  great  God. 
This  leads  us  to  conclude,  that  it  has  a  meaning  and 
defign,  the  knowledge  of  which  is  either  loft  to  the 
world,  or  never  has  yet  been  revealed  to  man.  It 
cannot  be  for  nothing  that  it  prefents  itfelf  fo  often, 
and  in  fo  many  forms,  upon  the  facred  page.  That 
God  refted  the  feventh  day  from  all  his  work,  and 
fan^fied  it— that  on  the  folemn  day  of  the  atonement, 

«  under  the  law,  the  blood  of  the  fin-offering  was 
fprinkled  before  and  upon^the  mercy-feat  feven  times 
•—that  the  altar  of  burnt-offering  was  confecrated  by 
being  anointed  feven  times  with  the  holy  oil* — that 
the  confecration  of  Aaron  to  the  priefthood  confifted 
of  a  fervice  of  feven  days--*that  the  leper  was  to  be 
fprinkled,  in  order  to  purification,  feven  times  ;  and 
after  a  reparation  of  feven  days,  be  juimitted  to  his 
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raiik  as  a  citizen — that  every  feventh  year  was  or- 
dained a  year  of  reft,  to  the  land  of  promife ;  and 
that  a  revolution  of  feven  times  feven  years  brought 
on  the  jubilee,  or  univerfal  releafe— that  feven  priefts, 
bearing  fo  many  trumpets,  were  commanded  to  begin 
the  conqueft  of  Canaan,  by  feven  days  encompafling 
Jericho  ;  and  that,  upon  the  feventh  circuit,  and  at 
the  feventh  blowing  of  the  trumpet,  the  walls  of  that 
city  fhould  fall  to  the  ground— ^-that  the  like  number* 
of  priefts  flibuld  be  employed  to  precede  and  announce 
the  removal  of  the  ark,  when  David  brought  it 
home  ;  and,  not  to  multiply  inftances  without  end — ^ 
that  the  Lamb,  which  John  faw  in  vifion  in  the  midft 
of  the  throne,  fhould  be  reprefented  as  having  feven 
horns  and  feven  eyes,  which  are  the  feven  fpirits  of 
God,  fent  out  into  all  the  earth" — ^that  th)e  book  in 
the  right  hand  of  Him  who  fat  upon  the  throne,  fhould 
be  fealed  with  feven  feals — ^that  in  thefe,  and  fo  many 
more  cafes,  which  the  careful  reader  of  the  fctiptures 
need  not  have  pointed  out  to  him,  the  Spirit  of  God 
fhould  fee  meet  to  pl«efs  upon  our  minds,  with  fuch 
peculiar  emphafis,  this  number  of  perfeftion,  as^  it  has 
been  called  both  by  Jews  and  Heathens,  though  we 
cannot  account  for  it,  leads  to  this  plealing  coticlufioa 
— ^That  there  are  in  the  word  of  God,  many  precious 
mines  of  knowledge,  yet  undifcovered ;  endlefs  myf- 
teries  of  wifdom,  goodnefs  and  love,  yet  to  be  unveil 
ed ;  depths  of  mercy,  which  the  capacity  of  ^ngels 
has  not  yet  fathomed ;  heights  of  grace,  to  which 
the  feraphim*s  wing  hath  not  foared.  Is  it  imagina^ 
tion,  merely,  to  fuppofe  that  the  felicity  of  faints  in 
blifs  may  confift  in  diving  deeper  and  deeper  into  the 
plan  of  redemption ;  in  tracing  its  progtefs,  its  hiftory, 
to,  its  confummation ;  in  reading  this  wonderful  book, 
with  the  veil  removed  from  our  eyes ;  to  find  in  it  all 
the  ftores  of  natural,  moral  and  divine  truth  ;  in  forever 
learning,  ever  beginning  to  learn  "  the  love  of  Chrifl 
which  pafTeth  knowledge  ?'*  I  will  indulge  the  dear,  the 
delightful  hope,  that  the  period  will  come,  when,  taught 
»f  that  Spirit,  who  h  promifed  to  "  take  of  the  things 
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of  Ghrift  and. Ihew  them  unto.us/'JLfliatt  difcowr,in 
this  bleft  volume,  ten  thoufand  excellencies  to  which  I 
jim  now  blind;  ten  thoufand  truths,  of  which  I  have  at 
prefent  no  perception ;  ten  thoufand  beauties  I  am  now 
incapable  of  relifhing.     But  to  return. 

It  is  no  great  wonder  to  find  a  man  of  fo  mixed  a 
charafter  as  Balaam,  employing  altars  and  viftlms, 
according  to  a  number  and  quality  long  before  fanfti^^ 
fied  by  the  appointment  of  the  true  God.  For  all  the 
rites  of  idolatry  may  eafily  be  traced  up  to  divine,  in- 
ilitutions*  But  what  fignifies  the  form,  when  the 
fpirit  and  meaning  is  loft  I  Chemoih  was  the  peculiar 
idol  of  the  Mo^bites,  as  we  learn  from  chap,  xxi,  29. 
for  Baal^  that  is,  lord^  was  a  general  term.,  defcriptive 
of  the  whole  tribe  of  deities,  and  applied  by  every 
particular  nation  to  its  refpeftive  patron  ;  yet  we  find 
jBalak  eafily  perfuaded  by  Balaam  to  offer  facrifice  to 
Jehovah,  For  they  that  have  falfe  notions  of  Deity, 
icanuot  be  yery  difficult  in  their  choice  o£-a  god  ;  and  , 
Balak  probably  was  fo  weak  as  to  imagine,  that  by  this 
piece  of  flattery  ^nd  refpeft,  the  God  of  the  Ifraelites 
might  be  decoyed  frpm  them,  withdraw  his  proteftion, 
fuid  give  them  up  to  the  fword  of  theij  enemies. 

Balaam,  now  the  facrifiipe  was  fet  on  fire,  direds  th$ 
king  to  ftand  by  it,  in  folemn  expeftation  of  its  fuc- 
cefs  ;  he  himfelf  withdraws  to  an  "  high  place,"  or, 
he  went  fqlitary  ;  probably  to  fome  adjoining  clift  of 
the  rock,  favourable  either  to  meditation,  or  the  prac- 
tice of  his  enchantments  5  for  obfervation  of  any  pre- 
ternatural figns  that  might  be  given,  or  for  a  clearer 
.profpeft  of  the  camp  tq  be  devoted.  Nothing  afton- 
iihes  me  more  than  the  boldnefs  of  this  retreat.  An 
ill  confcience  feeks  cojicealme^it  from  fhe  eye  of  Go4 
in  noife  and  a  crowd.  To  wh?it  a  pitch  of  infenfibili- 
ty  has  this  man  attained,  who  has  the  dreadful  courage 
to  go  forth  to  meet  an  offended  God  in  folitude ! 
*'  And  God  met  Balaam.**  In  what  manner  we  are 
not  told,  neither  is  it  of  any  importance  to  know  ; 
but  it  is  of  importance  to  obferve  that  "  God's  ways 
are  not  our  ways,  nor  his  thoughts  our  thoughts."   In* 
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ftrtted  intfceT?tmcinamitr,*whatinanbutv^^ 
felt  refentment,  and  have  Tettirned  infult  for  infuk  \ 
In  nothing.  Father  of  Mercies  !  is  thy  glorions  ftipcri* 
crity  more  confpicuous  than  in  thy  gcnthends  andpa* 
tience.  God  is  not  a  tnan,  that  hfi  9io\iId  ht  Tumed 
and  difcompofed,  nor  the  fon  of  man,  that  he  flionld 
oppofe  vehemewce  to  Tdxemence^  The  wrath  xrf  man 
provokes  him  not,  the  hattedfman  urges  hhn  not, 
the  tardinefs  6f  man  delays  him  ftot,  the  'flattery  t)F 
man  fways  him  not* 

Balaam  has  the  confidence  to  advances  plea  of  merit 
for  the  fervice  which  he  had  perfonMd,  in  ereOiTjg 
fo  many  altars,  and  offering  fo  many  ^^ims  ;  but  ire 
has  not  the  affurance  to  avow  the  motive,  nor  dircfllly 
to  prefer  the  requeft  to  whichit  plainly  led.  Without 
paying  the  leaft  regard  to  the  one  or  to  the  other;^ 
God,  the  great  God,  puts  the  -word  he  would  fravo 
fpoken  into  Balaam's  motcth,  and  fends  him  back  to 
pronounce  it  aloud  in  the  ear  of  Balak,  and  his  at« 
tendants.  I  fee,  with  an  honeft  fatisfadion,  the  difap« 
pointed,  mortified  enchantijr,  returning  with  downcaft 
eyes,  fullen  and  flow  from  thie  folemn  meeting  :  his 
fchemes  of  malignity  checked  and  prohibited,  -all  his 
profpefts  of  ambition  and  avarice  forever  blafled; 
curfing  in  his  heart  that  iniflcxibility  of  purpofe  which 
lie  durft  neither  attenipt  to  alter  or  oppofe,  I  fee*the 
Bxpefling  monarch  in  the  midft  of  his  feven  aHars,  all 
eye  to  watch  the  moment  of  th^  prophet's  return ; 
eagerly  anticipating  his  meffage  from  his  looks,  and 
all  ear  to  hear  it  delivered  in  articulate  foimds. 

The  emotions  which  filled  the  hearts  of  both, -are  to 
be  conceived,:not  defcribcd,  when  the  reiuCtant  tongue 
of  Balaam  thus  pronounced  the  immutable  decree  x)f 
the  Holy  Oracle,  while  the  affembled  princes  ofTlfoab 
liftened  with  forrow  and  difappointment.  ^^  Balak, 
the  king  of  Moab,  hath  brought  mt  from  i^ram,  out 
of  the  mountains  of  the  eaft,  feying.  Come,  cuffeme 
Jacob,  and  come,  defy  Ifrael.  How  ihsiU,  I  xurfc 
whom  God  hath  not  cutfed'?  Or  how  fhaH'I  defy 
whom  the  Lord  hath  Tiot  defied  ?  Forfronrthc^topa 
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Iq,  the  people  fttaJJ  dwell  iilane,  w4  ihjJJ  not  hje  rpc^.  ; 
jpo^d  amijftg  the  natios^.  Whp  .can  ^owt  tfce  dull  of  . 
Jacob,  and  the  number  of  the  fm^t^  pvt  ol  Ifrsif  j  ?-'  * 
The  firft  T^eiBdofx  ihi%  »*UHralJy  jpr>efent$  itfeif,  P?i 
iiearmg  thefc  .words,  is  one  that  h»s  freqy^ni.ly  ucc.wf.  : 
r^d  in  the  co.wfe  of  ifcefe  e^er/cifi^^^aftd  vfeidti  it  i^  i»gi^ 
poflSble  to  repeat  too  xrfteu  ; — ^Haw  woni^f^l,  how 
iriemendojw,  how  itjrfiftible  the  power  Jof.Qod,  which 
ibias  ithus  9jyi  matter,  aU  ffixkty  at  lt$  difpof^il  i  whic^ 
£an  make  the  dumb  ar$  f^^  what  xiaturaUy  h^e  c$u;ir 
not,  ai]ui  the  load  prophet  t9  jutter  what  wicj^edly  a^^ 
fieryexfely  he  would  not ;  and  f *  put  .c^  the  mouth?  ,of 
Jbabes  and  fucklings  perfe(9:rth  piraife/'  Ma/J^  ijov 
,God  brings  to  nought  the  counfti  of  the  heathf» ; 
w:rites  vanity  jipon  the  counfelsxrf  piinc^s,  and  *.Vn^- 
^th  diviners  mad/^  Thu^  &i4  fialak  ;  thus  did  i^ 
•iing  of  Moab  ^  how  poor  and  c<»te»iptibj^,  co^pipar- 
^d  to  "  Thus  feith  :the  Lord.*'  "-^Tbe  enemy  Md^ji 
^willpurfue,  I  :WiH  oyertfJs:e,  I  will  divide  the  fpoil :  my 
Juft  fliaU  be  Xatisfied  upon  them  }  i  will  draw  n^y 
iword,  my  hand  Asdl  deftroy  them.  Thou  di^ft  :Wqw 
Avith  thy  wind,  th^fea  covered  them  {  .<bfiy  fas^  ^ 
Jead  in  the  mighty  .waters.  Who  is  jd^  unto  i^ep^ 
^ Lord,  amongil; the  gods!  whpislike  thee^gloiious 
in  hpliniefs,  fearful  linpraifes,  doing  .wonders  !V  f  MAvk 
how  the  flow  and  jeludant  lurc^diecy  of  Balaam  ac- 
cords with  the  predidions  of  former  times,  and  the 
hiftory  of  periods  ypt  -to  come.  '^^»I^ok  «p  how,'* 
<fays  dod  tb  Abraham,  ^  toward  heaven,  and  tell  the 
ftars,  if  thou  be  able  to  number  them  :  and  he  faid 
unto  him,  So  (ball  thy  fised  be.*'|  And  lo,  the  prom* 
ife  is  more  thw  ^folfiUed  :  it  is  infinitely  exceeded  by 
the  accomplHhment.  <f  Who  cm  count  the  dufl;  of 
Jacob,  and  the  number  of  the  fourth  pait  of  Ifrael  ?** 
Look  forward  to  th^  days  of  Solomon,  when  the  glory 
of  Ifrael  was  inltszi^itn,  when  "the  defcendants  of  thp 
rbten*  in  the  jplaint  o£  Moab  were  multiplied  as  the 
iahd  on  the  ^  flxore ;  and  thence  rife  higher  ftill,  to  a 

greater 

.  .f/Chap.«dii.  7—10.'     f  Exod.  xr.  9— 1 1.     i  Gen.  xV.  5. 


334  IS/lory  (f  Balaam..  Lect.  XVf* 

greater  promife,  to  a  better  covenant,  to  the  fpiritual 
feed  of  faithful  Abraham,  increafed  to  ''  a  great  mul- 
titude, which  no  man  can  number,  of  all  nations  and 
I^ndreds  and  people  and  tongues,  ftanding  before  th^ 
throne  and  before  the  Lamb,  clothed  with  white  robes^ 
and  palms  in  their  hands  ;**'**  encamped  not  in  a  fer- 
tile terreftrial  plain,  but  expatiating  through  the  v^fl: 
regions  of  eternal  day,  and  poffeffing,  not  a  land  flow- 
ing with  niilk  and  honey,  but  the  pure  and  fublime 
delights  of  the  paradife  of  God,  How  I  envy  Balaam^ 
the  profpeft  from  the  top  of  the  rock !  A  rich  cham- 
paign country,  ikirted  by  the  filver  Jordan,  meeting 
the  diftant  horizon  ;  the  tents  of  Ifrael  fpread  out  like 
the  tree§  in  the  foreft,  and  covering  an  innumerable 
inultitude  ;  a  whole  ipiation  of  men  beloved  of  God, 
and  deftined  to  conqueft  ;  the  fpacious  tabernacle,  the 
habitation  of  the  Moft  High,  expanded  in  the  midfl:, 
and  the  cloud  of  glory,  the  unequivocal  proof  of  the 
prefence  of  the  great  King,  refting  upon  it.  How 
inany  objefts  to  delight  the  eye,  to  iwell  the  imagina- 
tion, to  elevate  the  ifoul !  No  wonder  the  tongue 
of  envy  was  charmed  from  its  purpofe.  Put  alas  !  the 
Jieart  of  malice  ^nd  coyetoufnefs  remains  unchanged  j 
a  cheft  full  qf  gold  had  been  to  Balaam  a  fight  more 
enchanting.  Place  him  in  heaven,  like  Mammon,  his; 
father,  according  to  the  defcription  of  our  great  poet, 
his  attention  had  been  fixed  but  on  one  objeft. 

*'  Mammon,  the  leaft  erefted  fpirit  that  fell 

From  heaven ;  for  even  in  heaven,  his  looks  anc^ 

thoughts 
Were  always  downward  bent,  admiring  more 
The  riches  of  heaven's  pavement,  trodden  gpl4, 
Than  aught  divine  or  holy  elfe  enjoyed 
In  vifipn  beatific.'* 

The  beautiful  view  beneath,  therefore,  was  to  Ba- 
laam what  the  conjugal  blifs  of  our  firft  parents  in 
paradife  was  to  Satan,  according  to  the  f^ime  gres^ 

poet  J 
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poet;  who,  beholding  their  pure' and  innoGent  affec? 
feftion,  '*  turned  afide  for  envy/*  and  exclaimed : 

*^  Sight  hateful,  fight  tormentipg!  T^us  thefe  twp^ 
ImparadisM  in  one  another's  arm^. 
The  happier  Eden,  fhall  enjoy  their  fill 
.  Of  blifs  on  blifs,  while  I  to  hell  am  thruft  ; 
Where  neither  joy  nor  love,  but  fierce  defire. 
Still  unfulfiU^d,  with  paii^  of  longing  pines/* 

It  was  a  fpirit  and  a  fituation  not  unlike  to  this, 
which  fuggefted  to  the  wicked  prophet  the  words  of 
the  text ;  "  Let  me  die  the  death  of  the.  rightepus,  an4 
let  my  laft  end  be  like  his  !"*  Unhappy  Balaam !  he 
defcried  from  the  top  of  the  rocks  goodly  tents,  in 
which  he  had  no  part  nor  lot ;  he  difcerned  the  hap- 
py eftate  of  the  righteous,  but  chofe  to  be  a  partaker 
with  the  ungodly ;  he  admired  and  envied  the  happy  end 
of  the  peoplip  of  God,  but  felt  his  own  end  approaching 
"without  hope  ;  he  faw  and  approved  the  beauty  and 
lovelinefs  of  virtue  j  he  perfifted  to  the  laft,  purfuing 
^nd  cleaving  to  the  wages  of  unrigjiteoufnefs. 

But  what,  I  befeech  you,  po\j!d  diftate  this  wifli  to 
Balaam  ?  What  but  a  ftr<^ng  and  irrefiftible  perfuafion 
pf  the  imniortality  of  the  foul,  and  an  approaching 
unalterable  (late  of  rewards  and  punifliments  ?  What 
but  a  cpnfcioufnef^  of  having  afted  wrong,  and  the 
dreadful  l^nowledge  pf  his  being  accountable  to  a  holy 
and  righteous  Gpd  f  And  i§  it  really  poffible  for  rea- 
JTonable  creatures  to  fall  intp  fuch  grofs  abfurdity  and 
contradiSion  ?  And  can  there  exift  fuch  charafters  in 
the  world  ?  Let  us  bring  the  cafe  honie  to  ourfelves. 
It  is  too  evident  to  need  a  proof,  that  niany  indulge 
themfelves  iu  very  unwarrantable  praftices,  whofe  re- 
ligious principles,  notwithftanding,  are  exceedingly 
found  and  juft.  Try  them  on  the  fide  of  foundnefs 
in  fentiment  and  opinion,  and  they  talk  and  reafon 
like  angels  from  heaven  :  confider  how  they  live,  they 
5ire    mere  men  of  this  world.       They  find  a  falvo 

for 
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for  confcience,  by  ms^ng  a  fort  of  compofitioii  with 
their  Maker,  as  fome  men  find  a  falvo  for  theU*  mteg* 
rity,  by  putting  off  their  good-natured  credito?;s  with 
a  certain  proportion  of  their  debt,  when  they  are  ^- 
thcir  unwilling  or  unable  to  pay  the  w;hoie«  And, 
with  equal  infolence  and  prefumption,  the  one  vainly 
imagines  that  his  Creator  and  Lord>  the  other  that  his 
credulous  friend,  may  think  themfdves  fufEciently 
fatisfied  with  fuch  partial  payments  as  they  think  fit 
to  render.  Such  of  God's  commands  they  will  cl^eer- 
f uUy  obey  j  but  as  to  others,  why,  they  will  ma^e  jJl 
the  j^tpnen^ient  in  their  power— the  proud,  the  ambi- 
tious, the  covetous,  th^  diflblute,  each  in  a  ^ay  that 
Iball  not  claih  with  his  favourite  purfuit.  One  wiH 
give  his  time,  anpther  his  diligence,  a  third  his  money 
to  God,  juft  according  as  it  is  the  article  \ipon  ^yhich 
lie  himfeif  puts  leafl  value,  and  the  coufcioiis  deficient 
cy  he  attempts  feebly  to  eke  out,  by  faint  hc|pes  and  half 
refolve8,that  fpn^e  time  or  another  he  will  exhibit  a  more 
^niform  an4  thorough  obedience  to  the  will  of  God^ 

When  the  command  is  clear  and  exprefs,  to  quef- 
tion  and  r^afpn  qn  the  fubjeft  is  rebelUon.  Bv  this 
the  allegiance  of  man  in  a  ftate  of  innocen<;e  was  ^C- 
failed  j  and,  lift^ning  to  this,  he  ftaggered  and  fell: 
**  Yea,  h?ith  God  faid.  Ye  fliall  not  eat  of  every  tr^e  of 
the  garden  ?*^  When  temptation  qf  this  fort  is  once 
liftened  to,  men  will  gradually  come  to  doul?t,of  .every 
thing,  and  learn  to  explain  away  every  thing.  JDelib- 
,eration  and  doubt  in  the  face  of  **  Thus  faith  the 
Lord,**  are  difhonefty  and  impiety:  and  to  attempt 
to  get  rid  of  one  uneafy  tcj^t  of  fcripture,  |s  a  dir^ 
attack  on  the  vjalidity  of  the  whole. 

When  we  fee  a  man  fo  intelligent  as  Balaam,  dup^d 
by  his  paflions  into  a  train  of  folly  and  wickednefe  U> 
grofs.and  palpable,  let  us  look  wdl  topurfelyes.  The 
abfurdities  into  which  we  fall,  efcapejpur  own  notice jj 
but,a  difcernipg  by-ftander  fees  them,  fnules  at  tbefiig 
perhaps  makes  his  advantage  of  them.  If  we  are  con- . 
Tcious  of  the  influence  of  any  very  powerful  propenfi^ 
ty,  or  averfion,  it  is  a  juft  ground  of  iufpicion,  that  we' 
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may  be  tempted  to  aft  unworthily ;  and  it  is  a  power* 
ful  admonition  to  watch  our  iiearts  .narrowly  on  the  fide 
of  that  infirmity  ^  which  doth  more  eafiW  befet  us." 

We  fee  in  the  dying  ftruggles  of  Balaam's  con* 
fcience,  a  deep,  a  rooted  concern  about  futurity :  a 
concern  which  no  one,  let  him  fay  what  he  will,  ha« 
been  able  to  overcome.  His  ardent  wifh,  **  Let  me 
die  the  deaiSi  of  the  righteous/*  i^  tl^  involuntary 
homage  which  vice  pays  to  piety.  Think  what  way^ 
live  what  way  men  will,  they  have  but  one  thought, 
^ne  convidion,  one  prayer,  when  they  come  to  die. 
After  the  j)Ieafure.or  the.  ad  vantage  pf  a  wicked  n^on 
is  over.,  who  would. not  gladly  gjet  clear  of  the  guik  of 
it  ?  But  this  i^  the  mifery  ;  tne  profit  and  pleafure 
quickly  pafs  away,  the  guilt  and  pain  are  immortal. 
Could  a  lazy  wifh  or  two  fupply  the  place  of  virtue^ 
fdbwodld  be  well ;  the  confciencc  would  go  to  reft, 
the  ".ftrong  man  armed  would  keep. the  houfe/'  But 
die  very  wiOies  of  indolence  and  impiety  betray  their 
ownilimfinefs  ;  and  Balaam  f<s$Is  his  own  prayer  fall- 
ing 'back  ^ith  an  opprefiire  weight  ox^  his  guilty 
head.  ;Let  us  be  inftrutkdto  m^nd  it  a  little,  and 
fey  with  Paul,  *^  None  of  us.Uveth.to  himfelf,  and  ao 
insm  difith  to  himielf.  For  whether  we  live,  ive  live 
unto  the  Lord.;  and  whether  we  die,  we  die  unto  th^ 
X4ord  :  .whether  N«e  Jive  therefore,  or  die,  we  ^re  the 
LordV*  ^'  To-meto  live  is  Chrift,  ^d.tp  die  is 
gain.'^  Lord  help  us  fo  to  live,  as  .:to  be  raifed .  above 
the  fear  of  death*  I<.«t  xm  .UM  afleep  ifi  the  boibm  of 
jny  iieaifjcnly;^th^,^ndlftall  awake  in  perfeft  peace. 

'JHappy,:jiiiifpeak'aWy  happ^,  they,  whoan.reviewing 
ltfe,'«id'ln  the,pfOfpe^  .of  d^ath,  can  with  holy  joy 
j«wI'i:onfidence. adopt  tb«fe  wards  .<jf  the  .apoftle,  and 
fey,  '^  Kam  naw  ready  to.be.^fe^d,  and  the  time  pf 
my  departure  is  at  band,  I  bav;^  tfpught  the  .good 
fight,  I.have rfinlfc«d,my-courf(?,;lbave4eptthe.bgith : 
Henceforth  there  is:  bid  up  ior :  me  a  crown  qf  tighter 
ou&ieft,  wbich  the  ;Lo^,  .the  righteous  Judge,  ihalji 
:give  ttte.at  that  .da^y*.  and.not>to  me  pn|y,  but  unta 
itUthem  alfo  that  love  his  appearing.*' f 

^  Rom*  2ciy.  7,  8.  ,        t\^  Tim.  >v.  6-r-8. 


r 


^^HC^^"^^^*^**— ^'*^^*^^*"^**^^^^^*^— '^^^^■^•*— — ^"^"^ *T— ^'— ^^n"'^^^"*'^ 


Hiftory  of  Balaam, 


LECTURE      XVII. 

JIEVEI.ATION   ih    14. 

Jiut  I  have  a  few  things  againjl  thee^  hecaufe  thou  haji 
there  them  that  hold  the  dodrine  of  BalaoTjiy  who  taught 
Balak  to  cajl  a  ftumbling-hkck   before  the  children  of 
Ifrael^  to  ecft  things  facryiced  unto  idols  ^  and  to  commit 
fornication.  % 

1  HE  myflery  of  iniquity,  which  the  huniaii  heart  is 
daily  bringing  to  light,  is  as  ftrange  and  inoomprehen* 
fible  as  any  thing  in  the  frame  of  nature,  or  in  the 
condud:  of  Providence.  In  the  firft  ftages  of  a  finful 
career,  a  fpeftator  could  not  conceive,  the  man  him* 
felf  cannot  believe  the  defperate  wickednefs  to  which 
he  may  in  time  be  brought.  The  latter  end  is  fo 
very  unlike  the  beginning,  that  it  becomes  matter  of 
aftonifhment  how  the  fame  perfon  could  poffibly  be  fo 
much  changed,  and  by  what  fteps  the  man  was  grad* 
ually  transformed  into  the  devil.  Scripture  reprefents 
to  us  a  man  (hrinking  with  horror  from  a  prophetic 
difplay  of  his  own  charafter,  and  an  anticipated  view 
of  his  own  conduft— "  What,  is  thy  fervant  -a  dog, 
that' he  fhould  dp  this  great  thing?'**  He  viewed  it 
then,  through  the  calm  medium  of  reafon,  humanity, 
and  confcience  ;  and  juftly  reprobated,  what  paffion 
and  opportunity  afterwards  prompted  him  to  a£l, 
without  pity  or  remorfe. 

The  progrefs  of  fin  is  like  that  of  certain  difeafes, 
whofe  firft  fymptoms  give  no  alarm  ;  to  which  a  vigor- 
ous conftitution  bids  a  bold  defiance,  and  treats  with 
negleQ; ;  but  which,  through  that  neglefl:,  filently  fix 
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iipon  fome  of  the  nobler  parts,  prey  unfeeil,  unobferv- 
ed  upon  the  vitals,  and  the  man  finds  himfelf  dyings 
before  he  apprehended  any  danger.  It  was  but  a 
flight  cold,  a  tickling  cough,  a  ftnall  difficulty  of 
breathing  ;  but  it  imperceptibly  becomes  an  intolera- 
ble oppreffion,  an  univerfal  weaknefs,  an  e:^tentiating 
heftic,  under  which  nature  fails  ;,  the  nfails  bend  in- 
wards, the  hairs  fall  off,  the  legs  fwell,  the  eyes  fink^ 
and  the  cold  hand  of  death  ftops  the  languid  current 
at  the  fountain*  Thus  the  giddy  fallies  of  youth,  the 
ftiiftakes  of  inconfideration,  the  errors  of  inexperience^ 
through  negle£l,  prefurhption  and  indulgence,  be- 
come, before  men  are  aware,  habits  of  vice,  conftitu- 
tional  maladies,  by  which  manhood  is  diflionoiired,  old 
age  becomes  pitiable,  and  death  is  rendered  dreadful 
beyond  expreffion.  Thefe  confiderations  clearly  jufti- 
fy  and  enforce  the  advice  of  the  apoftle  :  "  Exhort 
one  another  daily  while  it  is  called  to-day ;  left  any 
of  you  be  hardened  through  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin."* 

If  there  be  a  hiftory  and  a  charaflierV  which,  more 
powerfully  than  another,  prefs  this  exhortation  upon 
the  confcience',  it  is  the  Riftory  and  charafter  of  Ba- 
laam, the  fon  of  Bofor,  ''  who  taught  Balak  to  caft  at 
fl:umbling-block  before  the  children  of  Ifrael,  to  eat 
things  facrificed  unto  idols,  and  to  commit  fornica- 
tion." We  have  traced  his  progrefs  from  Aram  to 
Moab,  and  found  him  pettinacioufly  adhering  to  an 
impious  purpofe,  with  an  underftanding  clearly  in- 
formed as  to  his  duty,  and  a  confcience  perfeftly 
awake  to  his  fituation.  It  is  unpleafant,  but  God 
graiit  it  may  not  be  unprofitable,  to  attend  him 
through  the  remainder  of  his  wicked  and  abominable 
courfe. 

Balak,  chagrined  and  difappointed  to  hear  the  eu* 
logy  of  Ifrael  from  thofe  lips  which  he  had  hired  to 
curfe  them,  weakly  hopes  to  change  the  counfels  of 
Heaven,  by  changing  the  place  of  his  own  view  ;  and 
Balaam  wickedly  humours  his  fondnefs  and  credulity. 
The  Moabitifli  prince  afcribes  the  rapturous  exprei- 
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fions  of  the  propbei^  to\he  futt  attd  4iftin&  proiped 
tirhich  be  bad  of  the  camp  of  Ifrael^  and  therefwe  pro^ 
pafeft  to  view  it  from  a  new  ^tioB^  whence  k&  ex^ 
tremity  only  wad  viiibk^  in  the  hope  tha(  a  pwrtial 
furvey  of  that  glory  might  encourage  ban  to  biaft  it 
with  a  curfe*     He  condu&&  him  accordingly  into  the 
field  of  Zophim,  tp  the  top  of  Fifgah,  and  anothei 
preparatory  facrifice  is  offered  up  of  feven  bullocks 
and  feven  rams,  upon  as  many  ^Serent  akars  ;  and 
the  hardened  wretch  hai  the  impious  boldneis  of  re* 
tiriiig  a  fecond  time  to  meet  God  on  tbi$  ungracious 
errand«     An  anfwer  is  now  put  into  hi»  mouthy  which 
levels  a  mortal  blow  at  the  hopes  of  his  wicked  eai« 
ployer,  and  the  wrath  of  man  ferves  but  the  moire  il^ 
lultrioufly  to  praife  God^     Who  but  muft  ibudder  t^ 
hear  fuch  words  as  thefe  falling  from  fuch  a  tongue  ? 
^^  Rife  up,  Balak$  and  hear  )  hearken  unto  me,  thou 
fon  of  Zippor  :  God  is  not  a  tnan^  that  he  Should  lie ; 
neither  the  fon  of  man,  that  he  fhould  repent ;  Hath 
he  faid,  and  (hall  he  not  do  it  ?  Or  hath  be  fpoken^ 
and  fhall  he  not  make  it  good  ?  Behold,  I  have  re* 
ceived  cemmandment  to  bids  :  and  he  hath  bleiled^ 
and  I  cannot  reverfe  it.    He  hath  not  beheld  iniquity 
^  in  Jacob,  neither  hath  he  feen  perverfenefe  in  li^ael ; 
the  Lord  his  God  is  with  him,  and  the  ihout  of  a 
king  is  among  them.     God  brought  them  out  of  £U 
gypt ;  he  hath  as  it  Were  the  ftrength  of  an  unicorn. 
Surely  there  is  no  enchantment  againft  Jacob,  neither 
is  there  any  divination  againft  Ifrael :  according  to 
this  time  it  ihall  be  faid  of  Jacob  and  of  Ifrael,'  What 
hath  God  wrought  !   Behold,  the  people  fhall  rife 
tip  as  a  great  lion  ;  and  lift  up  himfelf  as  a  young  li« 
dn  :  he  fhall  not  lie  down  until  he  eat  of  tht^  prey,  and 
drink  the  blood  of  the  flain."*     **  Happy  is  that  peo- 
ple that  i$  in  fuch  a  cafe :  yea>  happy  is  that  people^ 
whofe  God  is  the  Lord-"t 

The  time  would  fail  to  go  into  a  particular  detail  of 
the  events  which  juftify  this  noble  predi&ion.  But 
we  fhould  do  it  infinite  injuftice  to  reftri^  its  mean* 

ing 
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Hi^  M  one  partictilar  iiation^  to  tranfitory  ptir|K>fes,  or 
to  temporal  events;  It  is  glorioufly  defcriptive  of  the 
unchangeable  faithfithlefg^  the  utideviating  truth,  the 
almighty  proteftion,  the  immoveable  love  of  God  to 
his-  people*  It  fpeaks  the  biefiedods  of  the  man 
**  tilrhofe  tranfgreffion  is  forgiven^  whofe  fin  is  coter- 
isd<r  The  bleflednefs  of  the  man.iinto  ^trbom  the  Lord 
imputeth  not  iniquity,  ski  jii  wbdfe  ipifit  there  is  n<$ 
gtik/'*  It  expofes  the  impotence  of  Satan,  and  of 
all  the  enemies  of  their  falvation^  It  exhibits^  the  &'- 
4ial  triumph  of  the  church  of  Ood,  through  the  great . 
Captain  of  their  fsUvation,  i^ho  unites  in  his  perfon, 
among  other  wonderful  extremes,  the  cbarader  of 
"  the  Lamb  flain,  to  take  away  the  fins  of  the  world,*' 
and  of  the  '^  Lion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,'*  the  great: 
Lion  who  lifteth  up  hjmfelf,  ^  and  fhall  not  lie  down^ 
until  he  eat  of  the  prey,  and  drink  the  blood  of  the 
flain/'  And,  it  prefigures  their  laft  joyful  encamps 
ment  in  the  heavenly  plains,  where  the  fhout  of  ai^ 
icing  fhall  b^  forever  heard  among  them,  and  the 
glory  of  the'Lord  arlfe  upon  them,  to  fet  no  more. 

This  decifive  anfwer  feems  for  a  moment  to  have 

^uafhed  the  hopes  of  Balak,  and  he  is  .iiow  difpoi& 

ed  to  compound  with  the  prophet  for  total  filen^^^ 

*'  Neither  curfe  them  at  all,  nor  blefs  them  at  all/'f 

But  O,  the  bbftiAate  perfeverahce  of  the  carnal  mind 

in  a  finful  courfie !  After  all  he  had  feen  and  heard^ 

:^^^^      he  returns  a  third  time  to  the  charge,  and  dreams  of 

v^     another  ftatibn,  a  repeated  facrtfiee,  and  an  altered 

purpofe.    How  mortifying  to  think  that  good  men 

ar#fo  much  fooner  weary  of  well-doing,  fo  much 

r  *   more  eafily  difoouraged  from  the  purfuit  of  dxiff^ 

^        But  though  Balaam  gave  direftions  for  the  building 

^.       tof  new  altars,  he  can  no  longer  be  the  dupe  of  his 

^wn  finful  wifhes  and  magical  arts,  and  therefot^ 

dsufes  not  to  have  recourfe  to  them  again.    Such  is 

the  awful,  fuch  the  glorious  power  of  God !  Magi- 

tiails  may  for  a  tittle  while  amufe  themfelves,  and  die- 

€l»te  others,  by  their  enchantments  ;  but  Aaron^s  t6i 

♦       ••  at 
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at  length  fwallows  up  thofe  of  Egyptian  wizards  ;  and 
Balaam  is  at  length  conftrained  to  refign  his  fruitleft 
arts,  and  to  acknowledge  the  finger  of  God  from  the 
top  of  Peor,  where  Baal  was  worfhipped.  He  again 
furveys  the  tents  of  Ifrael,  where  Jehovah  refided, 
and  charmed,  by  the  profpeft,  from  his  malevolent 
defign,  feems  to  give;,  cordially  in  to  the  views  of  that 
Spirit  who  fpake  by  his.  mouth.  ^'  And  when  Ba- 
laam faw  that  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  blefs  Ifrael,  he 
went  hot  ^s  at  other  times  to  feek  for  enchantments^ 
.  but  he  fct  his  face  toward  the  wildernefs;  And  Ba- 
laam lift  lip  his  eyes,  and  he  faw  Ifrael  abiding  in  his 
tents^  according  to  their  tribes ;  and  the  Spirit  of 
God  came  upon  him-  And  he  took  up  his  parablej 
and  faid,-  Balaam  the  fon  of  Beor,  hath  faid,  and  the 
mail  whofe  eyes  are  open  hath  faid :  he  hath  faid, 
which  heatd  the  words  of  God,  which  faw  the  vifion 
of  the  Almighty,  falling  into  a  trance,  but  having  his 
eyes  open  i  How  goodly  are  thy  tents  j  O  Jacob,  and 
thy  tabernacles,  O  Ifrael !  As  the  vallies  are  they 
fpread  forth,  as  gardens  by  the  river's  fide,  as  the 
trees  of  lign-aloes  which  the  Lord  hath  planted,  and 
ats  cedar  trees  befide  the  waters.  He  fhall  pour  the 
water  out  of  his  bucketSj  and  his  feed  fhall  be  in 
many  waters,  and  his  king  fliall  be  higher  than  Agagj 
and  his  kingdom  fhall  be  exalted.  God  brought  him 
forth  out  of  Egypti  he  hath  as  it  were  the  flrength  of 
an  unicorn :  he  fhall  eat  up  the  nations  his  enpmies,^ 
and  fhall  break  their  bones  and  pierce  them  through 
with  his  arrows.  He  couched,  he  lay  down  as  a  lion, 
and  as  a  great  lion :  who  fhall  flir  him  up  ?  BlefTfed  is 
he  that  blefTeth  thee,  and  curfed  is  he  that  curfeth 
thee.*** 

Our  chief  objeft  at  prefent  being  to  illuflrate  the 
charader  of  Balaam,  and  to  improve  it,  we  are  to 
confider  his  prophecy  chiefly  in  that  view,  abflrafted 
from  the  great  and  glorious  truths  which  it  contains. 
And  we  obferve,  firft,  that  it  behoved  him  now  tW^bc 
convinced  by  fo  many  fucceflive  and  correfponding  rev- 
elations^ 

*  Chap.  xxir.  i — 9. 
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idation$>  of  the  fteady,  determined  purfk>fe  of  Heaven^,  ' 
in  favour  of  Ifrael»  In  fpitfe  of  all  his  fubterfuges, 
after  all  his  turnings  and  windings,  he  finds  him- 
felf  ftill  brbught  back  to  the  fame  point ;  a  language 
is  forced  upon  his  tongue  which  his  heart  r^jefled,  a 
glo»y  is  fpread  before  his  eyes,  which  excited  only 
envy  and  forro w  :  and  this  renders  his  after  condu^ 
more  unaccountable,  odious  and  criminal.  Indeed 
it  is  a  complicated  tranfgreflion,  contdning  fo  many 
circumftances  of  aggravation,  that  we  fliould  be 
tempted  to  doubt  its  exiftence,  did  not  melancho-^ 
ly  experience  too  frequently  confirm  the  poflibility  ^ 
of  it. 

We  obferve,  fecondly,  that  truth  is  not  injured  by 
being  conveyed  through  an  impure  channel,  and 
*  therefore  ought  not  to  be  rejefted  on  that  account* 
Indeed  it  rather  confers  a  higher  luftre  upon  it,  juft 
as  hypocrify  pays  the  moft  honourable  compliment  to 
true  religion,  by  aifuming  its  facred  habit  and  form* 
The  word  of  God  fhall  not  fail  of  its  effeft,  though 
Balaam,  or  though  Satan  fpeak  it.  It  may  do  good 
to  others,  while  he  who  bears  it  is  injured,  not  bene- 
fited. And  furely,  when  we  hear  fuch  divine  fen- 
tences  coming  from  Tuch  unhallowed  lips,  a  holy  jeal- 
oufy  will  be  kindled,  a  holy  watchfulnefs  inculcated  on 
all  who  bring  the  mefiages  of  God  to  others  ;  as  the 
great  apoftle  of  the  Gentiles  felt  and  expreffed,  when 
he  fays,  "  I  keep  under  my  body,  and  bring  it  into 
fubjeftion:  left  that  by  any  means,  when  I  have 
preached  to  others,  I  myfelf  fhould  be  a  caft  away/'  * 

We  are  led,  thirdly,  to  obferve  and  to  lament  how 
rarely  fine  talents  and  ample  means  of  doing  good  are 
in  the  poiTeflion  of  an  honeft,  benevolent  and  fanfti- 
fied  heart !  The  elevation  of  genius  too  fddom  ainls 
its  flight  to  the  feet  of  the  Father  of  lights,  "  from 
who'm  cometh  down  every  good  gift  and  every  per- 
fe^''  and  affluence  is  frequently  abufed,  to  increafe 
that  mifery  which  it  was  given  to  relieve.  But  theH^ 
Vol.  IV.  (^  furely^ 

*  I  Cor.  ix.  37- 
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furely,  men  are  likeft  God,  when  enlargement  of  un- 
derftanding^  and  plenitude  of  power,  obey  the  calls  of 
[ogdnefs,  and  ftrlve  to  diffufe  more  widely  the  gift3 
if  an.  inilulgent  Providence ;  and  that  benevolence  is 
the  mod  exalted,  which  aims  at  the  higheft  good,  and 
feeks  to  promote  interefts  that  are  immortah  What 
then  muft  be  the  malignity  of  that  heart  whichy  in 
Balaam,  perverjted  the  foundeft  underftanding,  disfig- 
ured and  mifled  the  fineft  abilities  ?  How  dark  and 
difmal  that  unfeeling  paffion,  which  fcrupled  not  to 
devote  a  whole  nation,  for  the  fake  of  a  little  lilver 
and  gold  !  How  greatly  do  men  err  in  the  eftimatipn 
whigh  they  make  both  of  their  own  qualities  and  thofe 
of  others !  Thofe  of  the  head  are  the  objefts  of  uni-^ 
verfal  admiration,  the  fubjeft  of  univerfal  praife  ;  thofe 
of  the  heart  are  lightly  efteemed,  and  do  not  always 
efcape  cenfure.  But  apply  the  balance  of  the  fanftu- 
ary,  and  what  a  feverfe  !  A  little  humility  outweighs 
a  gi^at  deal  of  learning  ;  faith  as  a  grain  of  muftard 
feecf  preponderates  againft  a  mountain  of  gold  ;  and 
charity,  though  with  the  fimplicity  of  a  child,  brings 
down  the  fcale,  againft  the  wit  of  men,  and  the  elo- 
quence of  angels.  By  all  means  covet  eameftly  the 
beft  gifts,  though  they  fall  to  the  lot  of  but  a  few  ; 
but  rather  cultivate  the  more  precious  graces  which 
God  conferreth  liberally  on  all  that  afk  Kirn.  What- 
;  ever  you  folicit,  whatever  you  receive,  fee  that  -ydu 
have  the  bleffing  which  fweetens,  which  fanzines, 
which  ennobles,  which  improves  it. 

Finally,  we  may  obferve  the  dreadfirf  misery  of  that 
man  whofe  heart  and  head  are  at  variance  j  whom  in- 
clination drags  one  way,  and  confcience  another  ;  wha> 
lives  with  a  drawn  fword  continually  hanging  over 
his  head  by  a  fingle  hair  ;  forever  doing  what  he  i^ 
conftrained  forever  to  condemn  ;  and  reluQantly 
ready  to  execute  the  judgment  of  God  upon  himfelf. 
What  difmal  and  unpleafaht  progrefs  muft  he  n^e, 
who  fees  an  ang«I  in  arms  oppoflng  him  at  every  ftep, 

and 


I 

Lbct.  XVII.  Hiftory  rf  Balaam.  435 

and  wbofe  way  is  hedged  about  ^  an  every  fide  with 
thorns  of  his  own  planting  ! 

Balak  can  now  refrain  no  longer^  but  fmiting  to- 
gether his.  hands,  in  a  rage  exclaims,  ^^  I  called  ihee 
to  curfe  mine  enemii^s,  and  behold  thou  haft  alto- 
gether bleffed them  thefe  three  times:  therefore  now 
nee  thoti  to  thy  place  :  I  thought  to  promote  thee 
unto  great  honour,  but  lo,  the  Lord  hath  kept  the? 
back  from  honour/'  *  An  expoftulation  of  ho  pleaf* 
ant  complexion  enfues ;  for  what  is  the  friendfhip . 
of  bad  men,  but  a  commerce  of  intereit,  a  confede- 
racy that  aims  only  at  felf,  and  it  concludes  on  the  part 
of  Balaam  with  a  pgredidion  clearer,  fuller,  and  more 
pointed  than,  ever,  of  Ifrael's  glory  and  Moab's  dowrir. 
fal :  ^^  And  he  took  up  his  parable  and  faid,  Balaanft, 
the  fon  of  Beor,  hath  faid, .  and  the  man  whofe  eyes 
are  open  hath  faid:  he  hath. faid,  which  heard  the 
words  of  God,  and  knew  the  knowledge  of  the,  Moft  , 
High,  which  few  the  vifion  of  the  Almighty,  falling 
into  a  trance,  but  having  his  eyes,  open :  I  fhdl  fee 
himj  but  not  now  :  I  (hail  behold  him,  but  not  nigh  ! 
there  fhall  codie  a  Star  out  of  Jacob,  and  a  Sceptre 

fhall  rife  out  of  IfraeL  and  fhall  fmite  the  corners  of 

^  .  .... 

Moab,  and  deftroy  all .  the  children  of  Sheth.  And 
Edom  ihall  be  a  poifeilion,  Seir  alio  fhall  be  a  poifef- 
fion  for  his  enemies,  and  Ifrael  fhall  do  valiantly. 
Out  of  Jacob  fhall  come  he  that  fhall  have  dominion, 
and  (hall  deflroy  him  that  remaineth  of  the  city.  And 
when  he  looked  on  Amalek,  he  took  up  his  parable 
and  faid,  Amalek  was  the  fbrO:  of  the  nations,  but  hi$ 
latter  end  fhall  be  that  he  perifh  forever.  And  he 
looked  on  the  Kenites,  a^d  took  up  his  parable,  and 
faid.  Strong  is  thy  dwelling-place,  and  thou  puttefl 
thy  neft  in  a  rock ;  neverthelefs,  the  Kenite  fhall  be 
wjifled  until  Asfhur  (hall  carry  thee  aw^y  captive. 
And  he  took  up  his  parable,  and  faid,  Alas,  who  (hall 
live  when  God  doeth  this  !"t 

th^ 
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The  burthen  of  this  prophecy  has  evidently  a  two- 
fold objeft,  the  one  improving  upon,  riling  above  and 
lextendmg  beyond  the  other.  Its  primary  and  nearer 
objeft,  David,  God's  anointed  king,  to  cruih  the  pow- 
er of  the  enemy,  and  Moab  in  particular,  and  to  per- 
feft  the  conqueft  of  the  promifed  land.  Its  fecondary 
ftnd  more  remote  one,  though  firft  in  point  of  import- 
ance, *'  Jefus,  the  root  and  offspring  of  David."  In 
the  one,  Balak  faw  the -death  of  all  his  earthly  hopes, 
the  approaching  dominion  of  a  hated  power,  eftablifh* 
cd  on  the  ruins  of  his  own  country.  In  the  other,  Ba* 
laam  beheld  the  ruin  of  all  his  profpefts  beyond  the 
grave ;  a  light  that  ihould  fhine  but  to  condud  him 
to  the  place  of  puniihment ;  a  Star  that  fliould  arife  to 
filed  the  mildeft  influence  on  others,  but  only  to 
breathe  peftilence  and  death  upon  himfelf ;  a  Ruler 
who  fliould  exercife  univerfal  dominion,  but  who, 
\^hile  he  prefided  over  his  willing  and  obedient  fub- 
jefts  in  mercy  and  loving-kindnefs,  (hould  rule  reb* 
els  like  him  with  a  rod  of  iron.  Indeed  if  Balaam 
had  any  pre-fentiment  of  a  Saviour  when  he  uttered 
this  prophecy,  as  is  highly  probable,  his  charafter  is 
the  moft  deteftable,  and  his  condition  the  mofl  de- 
plorable that  can  be  imagined.  Unhappy  man,  with 
one  breath  preaching  the  unfearchable  riches  of 
Chrift  to  a  guilty  world,  and  with  the  next,  teaching 
the  arts  of  feduftion  to  enfnare  the  innocent.  In 
words  exulting  in  the  greateft  blelfing  which  God  had 
to  beftow  upon  mankind,  but  dreadfully  confcious  to 
himfeff  that  he  had  wilfully  rejefted  the  counfel 
of  God  againft  himfelf.  With  all  the  weight  and 
importance  of  the  foul  and  eternity  before  -  his  eyes, 
but  this  world  ftedfaftly  enthroned  in  his  heart ;  a 
prophet,  yet  a  reprobate,  defcending  to  the  grave  with 
the  blood  of  thoufands  upon  his  head. 

The  twenty.fifth  chapter  of  Numbers  contains  the 
hiftory  of  the  ftumbling-block  which  **  Balaam  taught 
Balak  to  caft  before  the  children  of  Ifrael— to  eat 
things  facriGced  unto  idols,  and  to  commit  fornica* 

tion,^* 
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tion/'*  and  of  its  dreadful  fuccefs.  As  a  prophet  he 
could  not  hurt  Ifrael ;  but. as  a  politician,  he  unhap- 
pily prevails.  He  was  well  aware  where  their  ftrength 
lay ;  and  uafprtunately^  it  appears,  he  had  likewife 
difcovered  their  weak  fide.  Their  God  could  not  be 
prevailed  on  to  withdraw  his  proteQion ;  but  may 
not  they  be  perfuaded  or  allured  to  change  their  al- 
legiance ?  This  will  do  the  work  of  Satan  equally 
well.  Ifrael  was  now  at  eafe,  with  the  promifed 
land  under  their  eye,  and  part  of  it  already  in  their 
poflfeflion.  They  were  iluflied  with  recent  viftory, 
affured  of  divine  protet"Uon,  and  thereby  confident  of 
farther  fuccefs.  A  fituation  full  of  danger ;  for  then, 
when  our  mountain  feems  to  us  to  fland  moft  ftrong, 
we  are  moft  eafily  liable  to  be  moved,  caft  down,  de- 
ftroyed.  Balaam  accordingly,  deep  read  as  he  was 
in  tne  book  of  human  nature,  (Uggefts  to  Balak  the 
diabolical  counfel  of  attempting  to  decoy  the  people 
into  idolatry  by  means  of  female  infmuation  and  ad- 
drefs.  The  experiment  is  made,  and  fatally  fucceeds. 
And  it  is  this  counfel  which  ftamps  the  charafter  of 
Balaam  with  infamy  indelible ;  as  it  exhibits  a  diiTo- 
lution  of  moral  principle,  to  be  equalled  only  by  him 
tfrho  is  a  murderer  from  the  beginning. 

Think  what  it  is  to  advife  a  fiaither  to  expofe  his 
daughter  to  proftitution :  think  what  it  is  to  devife 
and  to  encompafs  the  death  of  one  fellow-creature, 
who  has  never  offended  us  :  think  of  the  malice 
which  aims  its  deadly  fbaft,.not  at,  the  body,  but  at 
the  foul :  think  of  the  prefumption  which  flies  dired- 
iy  in  the  face  of  the  great  and  terrible  Jehovah,  and 
defies  his  power :  and  then  think  of  a  vile  wretch, 
recommending  the  proftitution  of  a  whole  nation :  in 
cold  blood  plotting  the  deftrudion  of  myriads  ;  and 
what  is  worfe,  infinitely  worfe  than  any  temporal 
evil,  remorfelefsly  involving  them  in  guilt  which 
threatened  eternal  ruin  :  and  all  this  under  the  char- 
after  of  a  prophet,  whofe  office  bound  him  to  call  the 

people 
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pdopld  away  frbm  their  witkbdnefs^  Md  to  fxvt  peN 
ifhing  fouls  from  death  ;  and  all  for  what  ?  ^  Fqr  fo 
much  trafh  as  may  be  grafped  tbus/V  Bde  paffidni 
what  canft  thou  not  make,  us  do  ?  ^^  Surely  the  heart 
is  deceitful  above  all  thiiigs^  and  defpetately  wicked ) 
who  can  know  it  ?" 

The  hiftory  of  IfraeFs  feduftioii,  ifl  conf^quence  of 
Balaam's  horrid  advice, '  falls  not  within  our  prefent 
defign,  and  we  are  forbid  by  decency  to  purfue  it« 
The  guilt  of  this  fatal  defeSion  coil  no  lefs  thaxl 
twenty -four  thoufand  livfes  of  them  who  died  of  *the 
plague,  befides  thofe  who  fulFcred  by  the  hands*  of 
juftice.  So  horrid  are  the  facrifices  which  pride,  am- 
bition and  covetoufnefs,  are  diiily  offering  up!  Sa 
dreadful  the  havoc  which  ungoverned  palllon  maket 
amongft  the  works  of  God !— But  ihort  is  the  triumph 
of  the  mbft  fucc^sful  viilany :  remorf^i  embitters  th* 
c3i]oyment  of  it^  and  juilice  hailens  to  brilig  it  to  a 
period. 

In  the  very  firfl:  attack  made  upon  Midiaii,  we  find 
Balaam  in  arms,  fuppotting  hi$  pernicious  coUnfel  by 
the  fword ;  but  it  cannot  profper  :  Midian  is  dif- 
comfited  on  the  firft  onfet,  and  the  hoary  traitor  falli 
unpitied  in  the  field,  leaving  behind  him  a  name  to 
be  deteflcd  and  deipifed  of  all  generations,  while  dne 
iota  or  one  tittle  of  this  book  of  God  remains* 

We  ihall  have  attended,  however,  to  the  hiflory  of 
this  lingular  man  i|i  vain,  unlefs  we  learn  front  it  the 
infinite  danger  of  being  under  the  doriiinioti  of  ahy^ 
one  ungovernable  paiHon ;  and  unlefs  we  are  per- 
fuaded  to  watch  over,  to  refiit,  and  to  fubdue,  "  th^ 
fm  which  doth  fo  eafily  befet  us/'  Of  little  avail  is 
it  that  our  vice  is  not  the  vice  which  governed,  en* 
fnared  and  ruined  Balaam,  if  it  alienate  ihei  h^rt 
from  God,  diffolve  the  obligations  of  religion,  diforder 
the  underftandingj  and  lull  the  confcience  afleep* 
One  difeafe  for  another,  one  vice  for  another^  is  but  a 
miferable  .exchange.  If  the  patient  c^uft  die,  it  will 
not  alleviate  one  pang,  that  he  perifhes  by  the  fever 

■  '   :*  rather 
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rather  than  the  hydropfy,  the  conftimption,  or  anj 
other  diftemper. 

The  unreftrained  dominion  of  anyone  finful  ap- 
petite muft  become  fatal  at  length.  Covetoufnefs^ 
pride,  luft,  envy,  malice,  revenge,  are  the  mortal  dif- 
tempers  of  the*  foul,  which,  perhaps  infenfibly,  but 
mod  certauUy^  are  impairing  its  beauty,  and  wafling 
its  ftrength.  ♦*  Luft,"  whatever  be  its  particular  name, 
**  having  conceived,  bringeth  forth  fin  j  and  fin,  when 
h  is  finifhed,  bringeth  forth  death.*'  Inftead,  there- 
forei  of  amufing  or  perplexing  himfelf  with  inquiries 
into  the  general  fymptomss  of  iifeafe,  it  concerns  every 
man  to  ftudy  his  own  particular  cafe ;  to  watch  again^ 
•*  the  fin  which  doih  fo  eafily  befet  him  ;**  to  heep 
himfelf  from  his  iniquity  ;  to  difcover,  and  to  reftify 
the  diforder  of  his  otvn  conftitutionp  *'  the  plague  of 
his  own  heart."  That  where  he  is^  naturally,  or  by 
habit,  weak,  he  may  become  ftrong,  ^^  through  the 
grace  that  is  in  Chrift." 

Let  us  be  inftrufted  to  value  qualities^  whether 
natural  ot»  acquired,  not  from  their  currency  and  efti- 
mation  in  the  world,  but  from  their  appearance  in  the 
fight  of  God*  ^'  As  the  heavens  are  higher  than  the 
earth,  fo  are  my  ways  higher  than  ypur  ways,  and"  my 
thoughts  than  your  thoughts."*  "  By  Him  aflions 
are  weighed."  By  his  judgment  we  muft  ftand  or 
fall.  Has  Heaveii  bleflbd  thee,  Q  man,  with  extraor^ 
dinary  gifts  ?  Let  it  be'a  motive  to  humility,  not  a 
fource  of  pride.  It  is  a  truft  of  which  thou  muft 
render  an  account ;  and  **  to  whom  men  have  com- 
mitted much,  of  him  will  they  require  the  more." 
If  he  who  buries  his  one  talent  in  the  ground  be  crim- 
inal, what  ihall  become  of  that  man  who  diilipates  and 
deftroys  ten  in  riotous  living  ? 

There  is  but  one  road  to  a  happy  end — a  holy  life* 
There  is  but  one  ground  of  hope,  in  de^th,  to  a  guilty 
creature — the  mercy  of  God  through  a  Redeemer. 
Abraham  faw  the  Saviour's  day  afar  off,  believed  and 

rejoiced. 
*  Ifa.  Iv.  p. 
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rejoiced.  Balaam  faw  it  afar  ofF,  perfifted  in  imp^ni* 
tence  and  unbelief,  and  died  without  hope.  On  the 
one,  "  the  Star  of  Jacob'*  darted  a  mild  and  healthful 
influence,  which  cheered  the  path  of  life,  and  difpelled 
the  horrors  of  the  grave-  On  the  other  it  fliot  a 
baleful  fire  which  drunk  up  the  fpirits,  blafted  prefent 
enjoyment,  and  increafed  the  gloom  of  futurity.—^ 
Arife,  O  Star  of  Jacob,  arife  upon  my  head  with  heal- 
ing in  thy  wings !  Let  me  walk  in  thy  light ;  let  me 
**  haften  to  the  brightnefs  of  thy  rifing !"  Chrif- 
tian,  "  arife,  fhine :  for  thy  light  is  come,  and  the 
glory  of  the  Lord  is  r^en  upon  thee/*  "  Beloved, 
now  are  we  the  fbns  of  God,  and  it  doth  not  yet  ap- 
pear what  we  fh^li  be :  but  we  know  that,  when  he 
Ihall  appear^  we  Ihall  be  like  him  \  for  we  fhall  fee 
him  as  he  is.*'*  *'  For  ye  are  dead,  and  your  life  is 
hid  with  Chrift  in  God.  When  Chrift,  who  is  our 
life,  ihall  appear,  then  ihall  ye  alfo  appear  with  him  ia 

glory.**t 


*  I  J<^  ill.  ti 
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